
March 26, 2020, Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
 

        
 

Entering into the light of Jesus and reflecting something of the 
light to others. Seeking to be true and faithful, witnessing to 

Jesus’ values, rather than just be popular   

 EX 32:7-14, JN 5:31-47 

 
 

1. “Be reconciled to God” – “Be reconciled to one another” 

 
In the first reading, Moses pleads with God on behalf of God's people who 

have turned away from God and worshipped a calf of molten metal, treating 
it as their god. This is the fundamental sin of idolatry. Yet, Moses does not 

give up on the people. He asks God to pardon them and God hears Moses' 
prayer; God responds to Moses' plea. Because of Moses' prayer, there is 

reconciliation between God and his people. If Moses worked to reconcile 
God's people to God, Jesus did so to an even fuller degree. Saint Paul 

declares, 'God reconciled us to himself through Christ… in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself'. The work of Moses pointed ahead to the 

even greater work of Jesus. That is why Jesus can say in the gospel reading, 
'if you really believed Moses, you would believe me too'. There is continuity 

between Moses and Jesus, but, according to John's gospel, Jesus brings 
Moses' work to completion.  God continues to be at work in Christ today 

reconciling the world to himself. We are asked to respond to that reconciling 

work of God. The call ‘Be reconciled to God’, is a call which is inseparable 
from the call, ‘Be reconciled to one another’. We cannot return to God 

without returning to each other, just as, in the parable of the 
prodigal son, the elder son could not return to his father without 

being willing to return to his younger brother. 
 

2. Four Witnesses to Jesus: 
 



Jesus, brings in 4 witnesses: 1. The Witness of John the Baptist (Jn 5: 

33-34). 2.The Witness of His Works (Jn 5: 36). 3.The Witness of God the 
Father (Jn 5: 37-38). 4.The Witness of God’s Word – the Scriptures (Jn 5: 

39-40) 

1.Our Christian Life is a constant challenge to let go of our values and 

principles and to compromise on our efforts and mission works. But we need 
to be inspired and imitate our Blessed Lord Who was unwilling to let go of 

His Commitment and Dedication to the Mission. And like Jesus, we too have 
the help of “Divine Witnesses” to accord veracity to our testimony. 2. There 

will be moments when we get into situations of being asked to be dishonest, 
lethargic and be untruthful. We need to seek the Witness of John the Baptist 

who remained uncompromising in living a life of truth, dare and boldness. 3. 
There will be moments when life surrounds us doubts in the form of 

sicknesses and tragedies. We need to seek the Witness of the Works of 
Jesus which brought new life and healing to the hopeless, the lost and the 

dying. 4. There will be moments when our life will be caught in a turmoil of 

confusions and uncertainties. We need to seek the Witness of God the Father 
Whose unconditional love and compassion, strengthens us and lifts us 

without fail. 5. There will be moments when our convictions get challenged 
by the straying and deceitful philosophies of the world. We need to seek the 

Witness of God’s Word – the Scriptures Which can bring clarity and passion 
in our Christian life. 

Examine how strong our own Christian testimony is.  Does our life 
reflect the light of Christ so much that it brings light to the darkness 

in others? Let this Gospel Passage challenge and inspire us to remain 
ever uncompromising in our Christian Life. 

 
3. Jesus, the Light of the World – We, lamp alight and shining, 

reflect the divine light to others 
 

In the gospel reading this morning Jesus speaks of John the Baptist as a 

lamp alight and shining who gave out light that people were content to enjoy 
for a time. Whereas Jesus is the light of the world, John the Baptist is a lamp 

alight and shining. In a sense, John is to Jesus as the moon is to the sun; he 
reflects something of the light of Jesus to others, but he himself is not the 

light. John the Baptist expresses the calling of each one of us, in virtue of 
our baptism. Each of us is to be the moon to the sun that is Jesus, the light 

of the world. We are all called to reflect something of the light of Jesus to 
others. When people look upon us, they are to see something of the light of 

the Lord reflected in us. He is the love of God and the truth of God 
incarnate. Our calling is to reflect something of that divine love and truth 



that shines so brilliantly in Jesus. If we are to be faithful to that calling, we 

need to keep on entering into the light of Jesus, placing ourselves before 
that light in prayer and in the sacraments. 

 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, Let me see Your light as it is reflected in the lives of others, and 
Let others see Your light as it is reflected in my life. Help me to become a 

pure instrument of Your merciful Heart so that all my works will give 
testimony to Your mercy.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 


