
      
 

 

1. Just man suffers…. 

 
We sometimes experience and witness that ours today is a world full of men 

and women who take delight in hurting their fellow men. These need not be 

grieved or offended before setting out on their escapades of wickedness. 
Truth spoken nowadays is not taken likely by those it is directed to. Those 

who try to be good are scorned; the righteous are insulted, the accountable, 
transparent, diligent, committed and dutiful are oftentimes ridiculed and 

taken as enemies by the corrupt, devious, inept, vicious, the criminal and 
ungodly.  

 
The Book of Wisdom from which our first reading came was written less than 

one hundred years before the coming of Jesus. As we see in the first reading 
from the Book of Wisdom the life of one who follows the Holy Spirit is not 

readily accepted. People who follow the Holy Spirit might be tested with 
insult and torture so his critics may find out how gentle and forbearing he is 

(Wisdom 2:19) “Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him, 
because his hour had not yet come” (John 7:30).  

 

In our reading, the author places a little speech on the lips of those who 
were hostile to people of faith, those who took their Jewish faith seriously. 

They begin by saying, ‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous person’. They go on 
to say, ‘the very sight of him weighs our spirits down’. They conclude by 

declaring, ‘Let us condemn him to a shameful death’. In today’s gospel 
reading, we sense the growing hostility to Jesus. We are told that the Jewish 

authorities ‘were out to kill him’. As a result, the ordinary people of 
Jerusalem ask of Jesus, ‘Isn’t this the man they want to kill?’ The gospel 

reading ends with a reference to Jesus’ opponents wanting to arrest him. We 
might be tempted to ask, ‘Why such hostility towards one who is so good? 

Why are people plotting to kill someone who came so that everyone may 
have life and have it to the full?’ The phenomenon of violence towards the 

innocent, the just, the good, is one we will always struggle to make sense 
of. Goodness does not always have its reward in this life. However, the 



message of Jesus, and his life and death, shows us that those who keep 

trusting in God and remain faithful to the ways of God will experience God’s 
vindication. God will not ultimately abandon his faithful ones, those who are 

faithful to the ways of his Son whom he sent into the world for our sakes. 
and the Gospel of John, 

 
2. Knowing Jesus is a journey: 

 
Sometimes we can claim to know more than we actually know. We are not 

humble enough in our knowing. We fail to recognize our ignorance about 
some issue or some person, as well as our knowledge. What we know is only 

a fraction of what can be known, and that is the case with every human 
person and every human situation. It is, even more, the case with matters 

of faith, with what pertains to God and to his Son, Jesus. In that domain 
above all, it is true that, in the words of Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, 

'Now I know only in part'. 

 
Today’s Gospel allows us to contemplate the confusion that arose over the 

identity and mission of Jesus Christ. The people of Jerusalem declare 
concerning Jesus, 'we all know where he comes from'. They were saying that 

they all know that Jesus comes from Nazareth. Yet, at a deeper level, they 
did not know where Jesus really came from. In that gospel reading, Jesus 

goes on to state, 'there is one who sent me, and I really come from him, and 
you do not know him'. Jesus ultimately came from God his Father and not 

from Nazareth. The people of Jerusalem who are suspicious of him do not 
know God and, in that sense, do not know where Jesus came from, in spite 

of their claims to know. This morning's gospel reminds us that when it 
comes to God and his Son Jesus, we will always be learners. There is always 

more to him than we realize. We constantly need the Lord to teach us. If we 
are to come to know the Lord more fully we need to keep praying, ‘Come 

Holy Spirit, come Spirit of Truth’.  

 
When a person comes to know who Jesus really is, joy and peace 

abound. 
  

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, give me your grace and Wisdom to know you and lead me to 
love and serve you in my daily living. Let me call on you in times when 

facing resistance in proclaiming and following your Word. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 
 


