
April 2, 2020 – Thursday of the 5th Week of Lent 

 

     

Deepening our Faith in the Divine and allowing Him – the Bright Star 

– to always shine in our lives 

It is said that during the First World War, in American towns any household 
that had given a son to the war was entitled to place a star on the 

windowpane. A certain man was walking down a certain avenue in New York, 
accompanied by his little boy. The lad became very interested in the lighted 

windows of the houses and clapped his hands whenever he saw a star at the 
windowpane of the houses. As they passed house after house, he would say: 

“Oh, look, daddy, there’s another house that has given a son to the war! 
And there’s another! There’s one with two stars! And look, there’s a house 

with no star at all!” After quite some time, they came to some vacant places 
where there were no houses. However, in the vast expanse, the evening star 

was seen shining brightly in the sky. The little fellow caught his breath and 
with an exciting exclaim said: “Oh, look, Daddy,” he cried, “God must 

have given His Son, for He has got a Star in His window.” “He has 

indeed!’ said Daddy! Yes, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.” (Jn 3:16). This Gift of God – Jesus, the Son of God – is the 
Person of controversy in today’s Gospel. 

1. Jesus’ Claims - Controversies 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus surprises and infuriates the Jews by the blinding 

lightning and deafening thunder of his Divine claims. First, Jesus claimed 
that one who kept his words would not die because his words were 
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God’s words. The Jews responded, arguing that even a great man of Faith, 

like Abraham who kept God’s words, had died. Next, Jesus claimed that 
he had a unique knowledge of God because he came from God. The 

Jews believed that God had revealed everything about Himself through the 
Torah. Third, Jesus claimed unique obedience to God, his Father, 

because he thought, spoke, and acted as God wished. The Jews 
believed that their fathers and prophets had obeyed God perfectly. Fourth, 

Jesus claimed that he was not limited by time and, hence, that he 
was there even before Abraham and that Abraham had seen Jesus. 

The Jews believed that Abraham had been given a vision of the entire 
history of Israel including the vision of the Messiah. At this claim, the Jews 

attempted to stone Jesus for blasphemy. But Jesus escaped. 

2. ‘Before Abraham ever was, I am’ - much more to Jesus than to 

Abraham. 

The prophet Isaiah speaks of Abraham as the rock from which the people of 

Israel were hewn. No one in the whole story of the people of Israel was 

greater than Abraham. The question that the Jewish leaders put to Jesus 
was almost in disbelief, ‘Are you greater than our Father, Abraham?’ It was 

as if they were saying to Jesus, ‘You can’t seriously be claiming to be greater 
than our Father, Abraham?’ Jesus replied as one whose Father was God, ‘my 

glory is conferred by the Father’. As Son of God, Jesus is indeed greater than 
Abraham. As the Son who was with God in the beginning, before anything or 

anyone was created, Jesus was certainly greater than Abraham. ‘Before 
Abraham ever was, I am’. There was so much more to Jesus than to 

Abraham. It comes as no surprise to hear that on hearing such talk, the 
Jewish authorities picked up stones to stone him. The claims that Jesus was 

making for himself were experienced as a threat to the religious tradition of 
the time. The claims that Jesus makes for himself in the gospels, especially 

in the gospel of John, can never be fully contained by any religious tradition, 
including our own Christian tradition. There is always more to Jesus than we 

can give expression to in our own religious tradition. That ‘more’ need not be 

experienced as threatening in any way, but rather as a source of 
consolation. The Lord is more loving, more merciful, more just, more 

powerful, than we could ever imagine. Because the Lord is more than we 
could ever imagine him to be, we can entrust ourselves to his care 

and guidance with total confidence. If we do that, especially in these 
dark times, we will discover that the Lord will not disappoint us or 

let us down.  

3. ‘whoever keeps my word will never know the taste of death’ 



Having returned to God through his death and resurrection, he remains with 

us. He is now both with God and with us. He is uniquely placed to bring us 
the life of God, a life without end. That is why he can make the promise he 

makes in today's gospel reading, 'whoever keeps my word will never know 
the taste of death'. It is an extraordinary promise. Surely, we will all know 

the taste of death. Yes, we will all know physical death, as Jesus did, but 
Jesus is speaking about spiritual or ultimate death. He is promising us that 

those who keep his word will never know this kind of death. They will begin 
to share in God's life here and now, a life that endures beyond physical 

death. If we entrust ourselves to the Lord, if we allow his word to shape our 
lives, then, according to the gospel reading today, we will begin to live with 

a life that will not be interrupted by physical death. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, You are more loving, more merciful, more just, more powerful, 
than I could ever imagine. Let my life be a life of communion with You, and 

that communion will not be broken by death but, rather, deepened beyond 

it. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 


