
April 4, 2020 – Saturday of 5th Week of Lent 

 

   
 

The “life-giving” action of the Lord would immediately result in a 

“life-taking” act on Him! 
 

This evening we begin Holy Week, a time when we reflect on the last week 
of Jesus’ life, beginning with his entry into the city of Jerusalem. The Gospel 

of the day, on this eve of the Holy Week, introduces us to the culmination of 
the sharp antagonism and hatred that was building up against Jesus. Jesus 

had raised up the dead Lazarus (Jn 11: 1-43). This event garnered a lot of 
attention and many people began to believe in the person of Jesus, as the 

Messiah and Lord. But many others also began to have a greater bitterness 
towards this Man who was working wonders! Many people grew in their 

following of Jesus and placed a greater trust and confidence in Him. But 
many others, had their flames of jealousy intensified and began to have 

greater plotting to finish off the “law-breaker” and “blasphemer” 

 
The good that the Lord had done, was apparently turning out to be an evil 

for the Lord! The “life-giving” action of the Lord would immediately result in 
a “life-taking” act on Him! The event of blessing to Lazarus would apparently 

be turned out to result in an occasion of curse on Him. In the ensuing 
planning and plotting by the chief priests and the Pharisees, the High Priest 

said, “… it is better for you that one man should die instead of the people, so 
that the whole nation may not perish” (Jn 11: 50) 

Therefore, the High Priest suggested a “quick-solution”… to kill Jesus. They 
plotted death but God planned life. They were selfish but God made Him the 

Savior. They sought for political gain, but God ensured spiritual gain. They 
hoped to spare one nation, but God saved the whole world. They intended 

the worst evil for Jesus, but God turned it into the greatest good. They 
wished to scatter all His followers, but God brought them together as one 

holy nation. 
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Our life also follows this same pattern. The events we think are bad, also 

have a purpose in God’s mind. The moments that we consider as cursed also 
can be turned to a blessing by God. Sometimes, it’s just too hard to accept 

this teaching and too difficult to understand this concept. But we have a 
beautiful answer in this our painful moments: the Cross. 

Look to the Cross and find strength from Him who was abused though He 
was pure, who suffered immensely, though He was faultless and who 

underwent tremendous agony, though He was sinless. 

This was the way of God mysterious to us, but life-saving for the world. 

baffling for us, but redemptive for the world. What is most important is not 
to get discouraged or disheartened…rather to seek the Lord wholeheartedly 

in all those situations to be faithful to the Lord in steadfastness and 
patience, to be strong and joyful, finding strength in the love of the Lord. 

In today’s first reading the Prophet Ezekiel reminds us of the Covenant that 
God had with His people. Now We are reminded of the Faithfulness of the 

Lord and invited to place our hope and trust in this Faithfulness of God! It is 

this hope and trust that should assure us that Everything. YES… everything 
in life happens for good! 

The early church came to understand that God who worked powerfully 
through the life of Jesus worked even more powerfully through his death. 

The darkness of Calvary revealed the light of God’s unconditional love for 
humanity. We are currently experiencing the darkness of a deadly virus. We 

can be hopeful that God is also working powerfully in this shadow of death, 
revealing the light of his loving presence in a whole variety of ways. I think 

we can see that as we look around at the loving, generous, spirit which the 
onset of this virus is generating. Although we are in no way grateful for this 

awful virus which is causing so much distress to so many, we are grateful for 
the goodness of heart which it is revealing to us. 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, may I, Your disciple, be ever ready to lay down my life in 

conformity to Your will, to willingly suffer and die for You, that I may also 
share in Your victory and glory. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


