
  

April 18, 2020 – Saturday of the Easter Octave 
 

     
 

ACTS 4:13-21 MK 16:9-15 

 
There was a lot of excitement in heaven, in having Jesus back to the 

heavenly realms. The many little angels gathered around the Lord and asked 
His experience of being on the earth. Then one of the angels put forward this 

question to Jesus, ” Dear Lord, you have done such a lot of good on the 
earth. You have sown the seeds of your Kingdom in the hearts of so many 

people. But I have a genuine doubt. To continue this your good work, you 
have appointed only 12 persons. And most of those 12 are not very skilled 

or very able-bodied. How do you think, your mission will continue? How do 
you think this miniscule number of personnel can continue to spread Your 

Word?”  
 

The Lord looked at the angel, with a deep pensive look, then with a gentle 
and hopeful smile, He said, “Yes, I know that they are only a few. I know 

that they are not very talented or highly capable. Yet, I will be with them. 

And above all, I trust them!” 
 

We are on the last day of the Easter Octave – the eighth day. Over the last 
seven days, we have meditated on the various Resurrection accounts from 

the various Gospel narratives.1.The encounter of the Empty Tomb by the 
women and Peter and John (Jn 20:1-9). 2.The encounter by the women, of 

the Risen Lord on their way back from the tomb (Mt 28: 8-15). 3.The 
encounter by Mary of Magdalene with the Risen Lord calling her by name (Jn 

20: 11-18). 4.The encounter of the two disciples with the Risen Lord at the 
breaking of bread (Lk 24: 13-35). 5.The encounter of the Apostles with the 

Risen Lord appearing in the closed room (Lk 24: 35-48). 6.The encounter of 
the Apostles with the Risen Lord by the Sea of Tiberias (Jn 21: 1-14). 

 
Today, in the Gospel of St Mark, we have a sort of summary of the many 

Resurrection narratives, closing with the mission mandate of the Lord, to "go 

into all the world" and reach out the saving Word of the Lord. 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/04/16/april-17-2020-friday-of-the-easter-octave/


1. Good News harder to believe than bad news: 

 
In today’s gospel reading, the evangelist Mark gives us a list of some of the 

appearances of the risen Lord to his disciples. The Lord’s appearances to so 
many remains an inspiration to us all. It was those appearances which 

allowed the first disciples to understand why the tomb of Jesus was empty 
on the third day after his crucifixion. It was empty because he had been 

raised to a new and glorious life, in which his body was transformed. 
According to today’s gospel reading, when Mary Magdalene told the other 

disciples that the Lord had appeared to her, they did not believe her, and 
when the two disciples told the other disciples that the Lord had met them 

on the road to Emmaus, they did not believe them either. When the Lord 
himself appeared to this wider group of disciples, he reproached them for 

refusing to believe these reports. Sometimes good news can be harder 
to believe than bad news. This Easter we are invited to renew our faith in 

the good news of Easter. The Lord is risen from the dead. He thereby reveals 

to us our own ultimate destiny, which is to share in his risen life beyond this 
earthly life. As risen Lord, he is also present with us throughout our earthly 

life, empowering us to live in the same self-giving way as he did, the way 
that leads through death to new life. 

 
2. Refusal to believe does not disqualify us: 

 
The Apostles' initial refusal to believe did not disqualify them from the 

mission Jesus intended for them. We can find ourselves in a place where we 
seem incapable of hearing the good news that the Lord is risen, that life is 

stronger than death and love stronger than sin. Yet, the Lord never gives 
upon us. He continues to come towards us until our eyes are opened. He 

continues to believe in us, even when we do not believe in him. Even though 
the Lord may initially have met with resistance, he continues to hold out to 

us the privilege of proclaiming by our words and our lives the good news of 

Easter. 
 

3. Risen Lord’s transforming Effects  
 

In the first reading, from being people who refused to believe the Easter 
gospel, we now find them proclaiming that gospel with conviction and with 

great courage. The religious leaders in Jerusalem forbade them to preach 
the gospel of Jesus. But they refuse to be silenced, declaring to those who 

try to silence them, ‘We cannot promise to stop proclaiming what we have 
seen and heard’. The disciples, uneducated as they were, stood up to them 

and declared to them that they cannot stop proclaiming what they have seen 
and heard. The disciples are a living sign of how people can change 

through the power of the risen Lord. Jesus was transformed through his 



resurrection from the dead and he had a transforming effect on others. The 

same risen Lord can have a transforming effect on all of us. If we are open 
to his presence, he can do for us what he did for the disciples, transforming 

our doubt and disbelief into a faith that is public and courageous. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, I love You and I believe in You.  Increase my faith and hope in 
the power of your resurrection. And give me joy and courage to be your 

witness to others and to boldly speak of what you have done to save us from 
sin and death. 

 
Jesus, I trust in You. 


