
April 22, 2020 – Wednesday of the 2nd Week of Easter 
 

    
 

“Living by the Power of the Cross knowing that God’s Immense Love 
protects us from all danger specially Coronavirus pandemic pain 

suffering from the present World situation always and everywhere!” 

Acts 5:17-26 and Jn 3:16-21 

 

In a particular place, in the medieval ages, there lived a certain monk. This 

monk, once, announced that he would be preaching next Sunday evening on 
“The Love of God.” It was Sunday evening. The sun began to set. As the 

shadows fell and the light slowly ceased to come in, through the glass-
stained windows of that marvelous Church, the congregation gathered, were 

eagerly waiting. Their eyes were fixed on the monk who was to preach to 
them. In the darkness of the altar, the monk lighted a candle and carried it 

to the crucifix. First of all, with the candle, he illumined the crown of thorns 
on the Crucifix. Then, the two wounded hands. Then the marks of the spear 

wound on His side. Then, in the hush and silence that fell, the monk blew 
out the candle and left the Church. There was nothing else to say! A 

beautiful sermon on the “Love of God” had been preached! 

The sacrifice of Jesus, on the Cross, reveals the depth of God’s Love. 
The price that Jesus paid on the Cross, demonstrates the intensity of 

God’s Love. 

It is this love of God that Jesus spells out, when He says to Nicodemus, in 

today’s Gospel, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him, should not perish, but may have eternal life…” (Jn 

3:16) 

In seven phrases, this verse (Jn 3:16), reveals the gist and the core of the 

entire Good News. 1.For God: The Great Lord and the Creator of the 
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entire universe. 2. so loved the world: The Great Purpose of God. 3. 

that He gave His only Son: The Great Sacrifice. 4. that whoever: The 
Great Open Invitation. 5. believes in Him: The Great Condition. 6. 

should not perish: The Great Desire. 7. but may have eternal life: The 
Great Promise. 

Jesus was teaching Nicodemus that the heart of God’s love would be 
revealed in the sacrifice and death of His Beloved Son, on the Cross. The 

Cross is not for condemnation. The Cross is not for judgment. The Cross is 
for salvation. The Cross is for hope! 

The Cross of the Lord invites us today to be faithful to the salvation won by 
the Lord, always,  to seek the grace to live a life in the light, always and to 

make efforts to walk the path of truth, always. 

So dear Sisters and Brothers, Today's Gospel passage teaches us that our 

salvation is the free gift of a merciful God, given to us through Jesus, His 
Son.   It explains that Jesus, the Son of God, became the agent of God's 

salvation, not just for one sinful nation, but for the sinfulness of the whole 

world.  Through John 3:16, the Gospel teaches us that God has expressed 
His love, mercy, and compassion for us by giving His only Son for our 

Salvation. This tells us that the initiative in all Salvation is God's love for 
man.  As St. Augustine puts it: "God loves each one of us as if there were 

only one of us to love."  Augustine's example also explains to us the 
universality of the love of God.  God's motive is Love and God's objective is 

Salvation.  Those who actually receive eternal life must believe in the Son 
and express that love in deeds. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, Let me respond to Your Love for me by loving and serving You in 

others in whom You dwell. Your Love for me is unconditional, universal, 
forgiving and merciful.  Let me make an earnest attempt to include these 

qualities in sharing my love with others during this Easter season.  

 
Jesus, I Trust In you 

 
 
 


