
May 3, 2020 – 4th Sunday of Easter - Good Shepherd Sunday and 

the World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 

   
 

“Let us do away with any ‘noise’ that prevents us from hearing our 
Good Shepherd, Who assures us, His constant accompaniment with 

us!” 

(Acts 2:14, 36-41, 1 Pet 2:20-25 and Jn 10:1-10) 

 
Today is called Good Shepherd Sunday, and, appropriately, this day is also 

the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. On this Good Shepherd Sunday and 
the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, the Church reminds us of our call to 

become good shepherds of God's flock and good sheep of His parishes and 
invites us to pray for vocations to the priesthood, the diaconate, and the 

consecrated life.   Both the Old and New Testaments use the image of a 
Shepherd and His flock to describe the unique relationship of God with Israel 

and of the Christ with Christians.  

 
1. Pope St. John Paul II, the good shepherd.  

 
The most beautiful and meaningful comment on the life and the legacy of 

our late Holy Father, Pope St. John Paul II, was made by the famous 
televangelist, Billy Graham.  In a TV interview, he said: “He lived like his 

Master, the Good Shepherd, and he died like his Master, the Good 
Shepherd.”  In today’s Gospel, Jesus claims that he is the Good Shepherd 

and explains what he does for his sheep. 
 

2. Are we aware of “noises” which prevent us from hearing the 
Voice of the Good Shepherd?  

‘Speech recognition technology’ is a technology that has been on for a few 
years and has been gaining immense use in recent times. This technology 

recognizes spoken words and converts them to digitally identifiable signals 
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or waves. Such a technique is in wide use in various gadgets and 

instruments. This technique taps on the logic of recognizing the “sound” or 
the “speech”. Spiritually considering, such a “speech recognizing technique” 

is vital in forging a close and intimate relationship with the Lord. The better 
our “technique” in recognizing the voice of the Lord, the closer will be our 

relationship. The Gospel of the Day presents this aspect of “listening” to the 
voice of the Lord: “My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they 

follow Me” (Jn 10:27). Jesus presents Himself as the Good Shepherd. One 
amazing quality of sheep is that they have the ability to internalize the voice 

of their shepherd, their master. 

The shepherd would have a particular speech or voice, that will help to call 

out a particular sheep. This sheep would, gradually, 'internalize' this sound 
or name and will respond to this call of its loving shepherd. This is the 

illustration that Jesus uses to point out that His "sheep will follow Him 
because they will recognize His voice" (Jn 10:4). But we live in a world, 

where there are often many other "noises" which prevent us from hearing 

the Voice of the Good Shepherd. Are we aware of these "noises"? 

The "noise" of sin which prevents us from hearing the sweet, gentle voice of 

the Spirit within us. The "noise" of worldliness that causes us to be attracted 
to the pleasures of comforts and avoid the whispers to holiness and sanctity. 

The "noise" of discouragements and Lukewarmness that makes us apathetic 
and indifferent to the needs and service of others and of God. The "noise" of 

obstinacy and hard-heartedness to the promptings of the Holy Spirit which 
are transmitted through the Scriptures, the Church Teachings and the 

inspirations of people and situations of life. 
 

All such noises affect the "speech-recognizing" ability in us, to hear clearly 
and distinctly the Voice of the Lord. We need upgrading of our "speech-

recognizing" system. We need a servicing of our "speech-recognizing" 
mechanism. When we are willing to open ourselves to the Voice of the Word, 

we are made aware of the state of life that we are in. Yes, the Great 

Shepherd is waiting for us. He is gently talking to us. He is softly whispering 
to us. Let us do away with any "noises" that affect the "speech-recognizing 

technology" of our spiritual lives and hear our Great Shepherd telling us: "I 
know you, you are to follow Me. I will give you eternal life; you shall never 

perish. And no one shall snatch you out of My Hand!" (Cf. Jn 10: 27-29) 

3. “My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follow Me” 

(Jn 10:27) 
 



An American was traveling in the Middle East. As he was driving through 

the countryside, he ran across two shepherds whose sheep had become 
intermingled as they drank from a brook. He watched as the two 

shepherds talked with one another, concluded their conversation then bid 
one another farewell and began to walk off in two different directions. As 

they did so, the one shepherd called out, “Mannah, Mannah,” which in 
Arabic means, “follow me.” At the same time, the other shepherd called 

out the same words. The sheep lifted their heads and then divided 
precisely into two groups, each recognizing the voice of their shepherd. 

 
Jesus uses this shepherding image in today’s gospel to describe his 

relationship with us. If he is the shepherd, then we must be the ones who 
recognize his voice and follow him. Christians believe that at times in our 

life Christ, the Shepherd, speaks, calls, and asks us, the Sheep to do 
something quite specific. What Christ asks us to do  

 

Here is an example: It is the example of the Salwen family, a suburban 
family from Atlanta. A number of years ago Kevin, the father, was driving 

with his fourteen-year-old daughter, Hannah, through the downtown 
section of the city. They stopped at a traffic light. Hannah, looking out of 

the window, saw a man on the sidewalk holding a sign: "Homeless, 
please help!" At the same time, she saw a man in a luxurious Mercedes 

waiting with them at the traffic light. She said to her father, "You know 
Dad if that man in the Mercedes had a little less nice a car, the man on 

the sidewalk could have a meal." Kevin thought for a moment about his 
daughter's comment and then said, "You know Hannah, if we had a little 

less nice a car, that man could have a meal." 
 

After a considerable number of months of family discussion, the Salwens 
decided that they did not need as big a house. They agreed to sell their 

house and give half of the proceeds away. Now they had a big house, six 

thousand square feet, and the market was better for housing in those 
days. They downsized and were able to give $800,000 to a hunger effort 

in the African country of Ghana. Not the man in a luxurious Mercedes car 
thought of helping the man in need but the Salwen family. 

 
Christ can speak to us in many ways. If you and I have a real relationship 

with Jesus, we should not be surprised if occasionally Christ asks us to do 
something. It could be giving money to the poor. It might be reconciling 

with an enemy. It might be spending more time with the family, seeking 
out counseling, or entering a specific career. If I think, Christ is not 

speaking, then It is much more likely that I am not listening. Not 
listening is a serious flaw, because if Christ is truly our shepherd, he is 

calling.  So, the important question for each of us here today is what is 



Christ calling me to do? What is Christ asking me to do? It is a question 

that is essential to our relationship because we cannot follow him if we do 
not recognize his voice. 

 
4. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and the Gate: 

 
In this parable, Jesus compares himself to the Shepherd and the Gate. The 

first title represents His ownership because Shepherd is the true owner of 
the sheep. The second title represents His leadership. Jesus is the Gate, the 

only Way in or out. He is the One Mediator between God and mankind. All 
must go through Him, through His Church, in order to arrive in Heaven. By 

identifying Himself with the sheep-gate, Jesus gives the assurance that 
whoever enters the pen through Him will be safe and well-cared-for. Jesus is 

the living Door to His Father's house and Father's family, the Door into the 
Father's safety, and the fullness of life. It is through Jesus, the Door, that we 

come into the sheepfold where we are protected from the wolves of life. 

There are safety and security in being a Christian. There is a spiritual, 
emotional, and psychological security and safety when we live within Jesus 

and his Church, within the protectiveness of Christ, Christian friends, and a 
Christian family. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, by the help of the Holy Spirit, let me may open my ears to hear 

You, the Good Shepherd, and my mind to all that You speak.  My precious 
Lord Jesus, You are my Shepherd, I choose, this day, to follow Your voice 

when You speak, and to do so with complete trust and abandon.  I love You, 
my Lord, and I thank you for loving me with such tender and intimate care.   

 
Jesus, my Good Shepherd, I trust in You. 

  

 
 
 


