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"Growing in the experience of the Power of the Word – to work in unexpected 
ways, to transform in unknown places, and to bear fruits in unexplored areas!" 

(Isaiah 55:10-11, Rom 8:18-23 and Mt 13:1-23) 

 
A. Power of the Word to work in unexpected ways, to transform in unknown 

places, and to bear fruits in unexplored areas. 

A devout woman once bought a Bible in her native language. She was very much afraid 
of her husband who was deadly against God and sent forth atheistic vibrations. In fear, 
she would read the Bible in his absence, and would stealthily hide it away from his 
presence and sight. One day, however, by mistake, she failed to hide the Holy Book, 
and her husband saw it on the table. Without saying anything, the husband opened the 
pages of the Bible, scanned through some, and read a few lines. As the wife stood, a 
little away – stunned and trembling- not knowing what he would tell her, the husband 
said, “Hmmm… This seems to be a good book!” And it so happened, that every night, 
the man demanded for That Book when he returned back from office. A few weeks later, 
the man suggested to his wife that he wished to meet her parents, as for nearly 3 years, 
he had stayed away from them. A tremendous and miraculous wonder had taken place. 
A woman’s persistent faith had been rewarded.  A man’s heart had been finely melted. 
A relationship had been restored. That’s the power of the Word! 
 
The Word can work in unexpected ways. The Word can transform into unknown 
places. The Word can bear fruits in unexplored areas. Are we ready to Sow the 
Word, everywhere, any time? Are we open to allow the Word to work, anywhere, 
any time? 
 
The Gospel of the Day is the classic presentation of the power of the Word through the 
Parable of the Sower and its explanation. This is a parable that, probably we have read, 
reflected, and meditated several times. One of the striking messages of this Popular 
Parable is the “unknown, unexpected and unexplored” manner in which the Word 
is Sown. 
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Going through the various places in which the Seed was sown would probably make 
one to say: “Why was it that so much Seed was simply wasted – on the wayside, on the 
rock, among the thorns – places where there was hardly any possibility of growth?”  
“Why was it that the Sower was so unscientific, so lacking in common sense and so 
careless in simply broadcasting the precious seeds haphazardly?” Probably, a logical 
answer and a reasonable explanation to these questions are to be found in the fact that 
the Seed has tremendous power and potential. And therefore, the Sower ‘takes the risk’ 
of broadcasting the Seed everywhere. This then is the challenge that is thrown open to 
us also. 
 
Can I be a person who is willing to “broadcast” the seed of God’s Word even in the most 
unfavorable or the most unexpected areas – to people who are hostile, arrogant, or 
even closed? Can I be a person who does not count the fruits in advance or get 
discouraged and disappointed at the possible failures in the future; instead boldly sow 
the Seeds of goodness, kindness, and service? 
 
The Sower in the parable has a standout quality. He is lavish in His generosity, 
extravagant in His big-heartedness, and sumptuous in His Kindness! Though seasoned 
in His profession of Sowing the Seeds, the Sower, bountifully, broadcasts the Seeds on 
all sorts of soil. 
 
Look closer: He doesn’t make an account of the number of seeds lost. He doesn’t tally 
the wastage that will be incurred. He doesn’t bill the produce that will result. He just 
does one thing “HE SOWS” 
 
How many of us can be like that? Do we sow good deeds when a loss is bound to 
happen as per human calculations? Do we sow honesty and truthfulness even if birds of 
injustice devour all our good intentions? Do we sow good initiatives even if there is no 
reward and all our endeavors are being choked? Do we sow a kind word even if we 
know that bad words will scorch our pure purpose? Do we sow a loving action even 
though the reaction is always tepid and cold and even adverse? Do we sow help and 
co-operation in spite of the fact that no one will appreciate our good works? Do we sow 
a forgiving smile & a reconciling gesture though we’re deeply hurt and even wounded? 
Do we sow an attitude of deep trust & confidence although things are totally topsy-turvy 
in life? 
 
The Sower, in the Parable, however, continues to Sow. The Book of Isaiah 55: 11 says, 
“… My Word that goes out from My Mouth: It will not return to Me empty but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 
 
We need to submit ourselves to this mysterious power and strength of God’s Power and 
be willing to “sow them” generously to all and at all times! May we grow in the 
experience of the Power of the Word to work in unexpected ways, to transform in 
unknown places, and to bear fruits in unexplored areas. 
 



B. Is the parable of the sower a positive or a negative parable? Is it a comedy 
or a tragedy?  

Like many of Jesus’ parables, this parable can be read in different ways. Therefore, it is 
up to us to decide which way to read it. Some would conclude that it is a tragic parable 
because much, if not most, of the seed, does not grow. It is eaten by the birds of the air, 
choked by the thorns, or scorched by the sun. But others would see it as a positive 
parable of growth, because the seed that falls on the good soil produces a bountiful 
harvest of a hundred, sixty, and thirty-fold.  

I believe that Jesus is calling us to hear the parable positively, to see it as a parable of 
growth. The parable is carefully shaped to fit the contours of our lives. After all, the 
parable is not about agriculture, but about human existence. It is not about seeds, 
but the Kingdom of God. 

What this parable tells us about our life is this: We will never succeed in all of our 
projects and goals. We will never fulfill all of our hopes and dreams.   

We will never remain connected to all of the people who we love. Some of our hopes 
and dreams will not grow and will disappear as quickly as the seed that was eaten by 
the birds. Some of our projects and goals will start to grow, but then become scorched 
and wither away because of the lack of root. Some of the people that we love will not 
love us in return. Others will form a relationship with us for a while but will not be able to 
adjust to new circumstances. In time our relationship with them will suffocate, like the 
seed that is choked by the thorns. Either because of our own mistakes or because of 
other circumstances, many of the hopes and dreams that we have will not come to 
fruition. Much of what we desire will be lost like the seed that does not grow. 

But this parable also includes a harvest–a rich harvest.  

For all the seed that does not grow, there is other seed that produces a hundred, sixty, 
and thirty-fold. I believe Jesus is calling us to focus on the harvest. For all the goals, for 
all the relationships, for all the dreams that were never fulfilled, this parable calls us to 
remember all of those realities that did grow, that did bless us and sustain us still. We 
must not focus on the parts of our lives that have failed or live our lives in guilt and self-
pity. We cannot base our lives on all the what-ifs. What if – I tried harder? What if – 
circumstances were different? What if – I made another decision? All of these what-ifs 
have no future. Attaching our lives to them is as useless as crying over spilled milk or 
over seeds that never grew. 

Instead of lamenting about all the things in our life that did not happen, this 
parable calls us to rejoice in the things that did happen—in the goals we were able 
to achieve, in the hopes that we were able to realize, in the relationships that still 
support us to this day. They are God’s gifts to us. There might be many of our hopes 
and dreams that did not materialize, but the ones that did are enough to provide a 
bountiful harvest, a rich life. 

So, is the Parable of the Sower a comedy or a tragedy? It all depends on how you read 
it. The same is true of our lives. We can choose to focus on all of our dead dreams and 



wrap ourselves in despair. Or we can choose to accept the harvest that has been given 
us with thankfulness and joy. How do you choose to live your life? What do you choose 
to see–a triumph or a tragedy? Only you can decide. Let those who have ears to hear 
listen. 

Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, forgive us when we over-analyze and allow fear to prevent us from 
spreading your Word. Help us to boldly spread seed broadly and trust you with the 
harvest. Help us to be faithful in doing our part in growing your Kingdom. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
  

 


