
Daily Saints - 28 August 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Augustine of Hippo 
 

Born: November 13, 354 AD, Thagaste, Numidia (Modern-day – Souk Ahras Algeria), 
Died: August 28, 430 AD (age 75) Hippo Regius, Numidia (Modern-day Annaba, 
Algeria), Resting place: Pavia, Italy, Venerated in All Christian Denominations which 
venerate saints, Canonized: Pre-Congregation 
 

He is the patron saint of brewers, printers, theologians, and against sore eyes, 
against vermin. 

 
Aurelius Augustine was born in 354 at Tagaste, Algeria, in North Africa, the son of 
Patricius, a non-believer, and his devout Catholic wife, Monica. Though he was enrolled 
as a catechumen by his mother when he was a boy, Augustine's baptism was deferred 
to a later time in accordance with the prevailing custom. 
 
From his earliest years, Augustine possessed an inquisitive mind and an attractive 
personality and set his sights on a career that would bring him both wealth and fame, 
goals that were heartily endorsed by his parents, who sought out opportunities to 
provide their son with the finest education possible. 
 
Following studies in Tagaste and later in Carthage, Augustine became a teacher of 
rhetoric, first in his native town, then in Rome and finally in Milan. His journey from city 
to city, occasioned by various opportunities and challenges, was suggestive of a more 
important spiritual journey that he made over a long period of time, in search of inner 
peace and lasting happiness.  
 
Though he was one of the most intelligent men who ever lived and though he had been 
brought up a Christian, his sins of impurity and his pride darkened his mind so much, 
that he could not see or understand the Divine Truth anymore. A summation of his 
thinking at the time comes from his Confessions: "God, give me chastity and continence 
- but not just now." 
 



Through the prayers of his holy mother and the marvelous preaching of St. Ambrose, 
Augustine finally became convinced that Christianity was the one true religion. Yet he 
did not become a Christian then, because he thought he could never live a pure life. 
One day, however, he heard about two men who had suddenly been converted on 
reading the life of St. Antony, and he felt terribly ashamed of himself. "What are we 
doing?" he cried to his friend Alipius. "Unlearned people are taking Heaven by force, 
while we, with all our knowledge, are so cowardly that we keep rolling around in the 
mud of our sins!" 
 
Full of bitter sorrow, Augustine flung himself out into the garden and cried out to God, 
"How long more, O Lord? Why does not this hour put an end to my sins?" Just then he 
heard a child singing, "Take up and read!" Thinking that God intended him to hear those 
words, he picked up the book of the Letters of St. Paul and read the first passage his 
gaze fell on. It was just what Augustine needed, for in it, St. Paul says to put away all 
impurity and to live in imitation of Jesus. That did it! From then on, Augustine began a 
new life. 
The example, prayers, and influence of Monica had no little part to play in the drama of 
her son’s spiritual itinerary, and Augustine ascribes largely to her his conversion to the 
Catholic faith. 
 
He was baptized at the age of 33 by Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Augustine’s decision to 
embrace the Catholic faith was at the same time a commitment to spend the remainder 
of his life as a "servant of God," that is, in celibacy, even though he had been living for 
years with a woman whom he deeply loved, and with whom he had fathered a son, to 
whom he gave the name Adeodatus. 
 
Following baptism, which Augustine received together with Adeodatus and with 
Augustine's own good friend, Alypius, he set out for his native town where he wished to 
pursue a monastic style of life together with other men who had likewise experienced a 
radical conversion to the faith. On the journey, at Ostia Antica, just outside of Rome, 
Monica took sick and died suddenly but happily, having witnessed Augustine’s total 
commitment to Christ and the Church. 
 
At Tagaste, Augustine, Adeodatus, and several companions lived an intense life of 
prayer, work, and fellowship, sharing their insights about Scripture and the Christian 
vocation. After three years, however, while on a visit to the city of Hippo, about fifty 
miles distant from Tagaste, Augustine was called to become a priest, contrary to his 
wishes, but disposed of, nevertheless, to accept what he believed was God's will for 
him. In Hippo, too, he established a monastic community, which he directed while 
assisting the bishop, Valerius. 
 
Several years later Augustine succeeded Valerius as head of the diocese, and feeling 
constrained to move to the bishop's house so as not to disturb the peace of the 
monastic community, he wrote his Rule for its continued direction and then established 
yet a third community for clerics in his new episcopal residence. Thus from the time of 



his return to Tagaste until his death, Augustine resolutely opted for a monastic style of 
life in the community. 
 
As bishop, Augustine found his desired life of contemplation and separation from 
worldly concerns necessarily influenced and refashioned by his many obligations as 
leader of the local Church and as a civil official, which the office of the bishop at the time 
included. In addition to his pastoral duties within Hippo, he traveled to church councils in 
the region of North Africa – forty to fifty times over the course of the 35 years he served 
as bishop. He fought Manichaeism, Donatism, Pelagianism, and other heresies.  
He made the nine-day journey to Carthage, the metropolitan see, for meetings with 
other bishops some thirty times. But even these extensive travels, which Augustine 
always found to be a hardship physically, were modest in comparison with the great 
output of writings and sermons which he produced: over two hundred books and nearly 
a thousand sermons, letters and other works. 
 
In the year 430, Augustine fell ill and took to his bed. His days and nights were spent 
praying the penitential psalms, which he asked to have written on the wall of his room. 
He died on August 28, as the city of Hippo was being sacked by the Vandals. 
 
Inspiring Quotes from St. Augustine 
 

 "Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its 
rest in thee." 

 "There is no saint without a past, no sinner without a future." 
 “Love and do what you like.” 
 "I was not yet in love, yet I loved to love...I sought what I might love, in love with 

loving." 
 “This is the very perfection of a man, to find out his own imperfections.” 
 “Hear the other side.” 
 "Pray as though everything depended on God. Work as though everything 

depended on you." 
 "If you believe what you like in the Gospel, and reject what you don't like, it is not 

the Gospel you believe, but yourself." 
 "God has promised forgiveness to your repentance, but He has not promised 

tomorrow to your procrastination." 
 “It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes men as 

angels.” 
 "To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the greatest 

adventure; to find him, the greatest human achievement." 
 “Love the sinner and hate the sin.” 
 "Right is right even if no one is doing it; wrong is wrong even if everyone is doing 

it." 
 “Beauty grows in you to the extent that love grows, because charity itself is the 

soul’s beauty.” 
 "The measure of love is to love without measure." 
 “He who sings prays twice.” 



 "In order to discover the character of people we have only to observe what they 
love." 

 “You aspire to great things? Begin with little ones.” 
 “God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” 
 "The world is a book, and those who don't travel only read one page." 
 "Faith is to believe what you do not yet see; the reward for this faith is to see 

what you believe." 
 "Some people, in order to discover God, read books. But there is a great book: 

the very appearance of created things. Look above you! Look below you! Read it. 
God, whom you want to discover, never wrote that book with ink. Instead, He set 
before your eyes the things that He had made. Can you ask for a louder voice 
than that?" 

 "What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to 
hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears 
to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like." 

 "Patience is the companion of wisdom." 
 "The truth is like a lion; you don’t have to defend it. Let it loose; it will defend 

itself." 
 "God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full to 

receive them." 
 “He who is filled with love is filled with God himself.” 
 "Humility is the foundation of all the other virtues: hence, in the soul in which this 

virtue does not exist there cannot be any other virtue except in mere 
appearance." 

 "Conquer yourself and the world lies at your feet." 
 "God has no need of your money, but the poor have. You give it to the poor, and 

God receives it." 
 "The honors of this world, what are they but puff, and emptiness and peril of 

falling?" 
 "What do you possess if you possess not God?" 
 "Unhappy is the soul enslaved by the love of anything that is mortal." 
 "The love of worldly possessions is a sort of bird line, which entangles the soul, 

and prevents it flying to God." 
 "This very moment I may, if I desire, become the friend of God." 
 "God bestows more consideration on the purity of the intention with which our 

actions are performed than on the actions themselves." 
 "I will suggest a means whereby you can praise God all day long if you wish. 

Whatever you do, do it well, and you have praised God." 
 "This is the business of our life. By labor and prayer to advance in the grace of 

God, till we come to that height of perfection in which, with clean hearts, we may 
behold God." 

 "God in his omnipotence could not give more, in His wisdom He knew not how to 
give more, in His riches He had not more to give than the Eucharist." 

 "God does not command impossibilities, but by commanding admonishes you do 
what you can and to pray for what you cannot and aids you that you may be 
able." 



 "Our life and our death are with our neighbor." 
 "Oh, God, to know you is life. To serve You is freedom. To praise you is the 

soul's joy and delight. Guard me with the power of Your grace here and in all 
places. Now and at all times, forever. Amen." 

 


