
September 13, 2020 – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

“Casting away mathematical limitations in forgiving and extending the Mercy of 
the Lord to others!” 

(Sirach 27:33-28:9, Rom 14:7-9 and Mt 18:21-35) 

 
What will happen to us if we do not forgive 

 
When someone hurts us, it is very difficult to forgive and to forget.  This is what makes 
today’s gospel so challenging.  Jesus is relentless in his insistence that we do not 
forgive people once, or seven times, but seventy times seven times.  And what are we 
to make of that strange violent verse that ends the gospel, where Jesus assures us that 
our heavenly Father will hand us over to the torturers unless we forgive our brothers 
and our sisters from our hearts?  What is that about?  What happened to a 
compassionate and understanding God? 
 
As strange as it may seem, that violent verse at the end of the gospel is the key to 
understanding the parable itself.  For it is not telling us what God will do, but in fact what 
will happen to us if we do not forgive.  If we refuse to forgive, we will live in torment, 
unless we change our minds.  For the simple human truth is this: when we have been 
injured deeply, we can never recover until we forgive. 
 
Now Forgiveness is not pretending that everything is fine.  It is not making an excuse for 
the person who offended us.  It is certainly not putting ourselves back into the same 
situation where we can be hurt again.  (In fact, in some cases, the best decision is to 
break off contact with the person who has hurt us.)  But what forgiveness is, is realizing 
that we cannot change the past and refusing to let what we cannot change control 
us.  Because if we refuse to forgive, if we choose to feed our hurt, that hurt can grow 
and deepen and compound with anger and hatred.  That hurt will rule our lives and hold 
us captive. “Feeding a hurt creates a monster, a monster that can destroy us.  The only 
way to slay that monster is forgiveness” 
 
This is an important truth to remember as we celebrated the anniversary of 9/ll.  We 
remembered the tragedy of that event, the heroism of those who tried to save others, 
and the grief of the families that lost loved ones.  But even in the immensity of that 
tragedy, we as Christians are still called to forgive.  Forgiveness does not mean that we 
make excuses for the evil that was done. It certainly does not mean that we relax our 
vigilance to protect ourselves in the future. We are called to forgive the terrorists, not 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/09/12/september-13-2020-23th-sunday-in-ordinary-time/


because they deserve it, but because we need it.  For if we try to build a future based 
on hatred and revenge, we will become what we hate.  Mahatma Gandhi, a man who 
knew much about humanity and world relations, once said, “If we base our relationships 
to one another on revenge, if we deal with one another based upon ‘an eye for an eye,’ 
soon the whole world will be blind.” 
 
Jesus is not being cruel in today’s gospel. He is warning us about a hard truth.  Feeding 
a hurt will destroy us.  What happens in our life is not always fair; it is not always right. 
But if we want to be free, if we want to be at peace, if we want to live, we must forgive 
our brothers and sisters from our hearts. 
 

First Servant and the Other servants: 
 
The servant who was forgiven the huge debt is either dense or forgetful. He is corrupt 
and insincere. I think we should see this first servant as a manipulator who uses people 
and circumstances for his own benefit. His words to his master, “Be patient with me and 
I will pay you back in full,” should not be seen as a sincere promise but rather as a ploy 
to play upon his master’s emotions. This first servant understands that his master is 
generous and compassionate, so he is betting that he can use his master’s goodness 
for his own advantage. When his master, indeed, forgives him his entire debt, this first 
servant does not feel thankfulness, only success. That’s why when he goes out and 
finds a servant who owes him money, there is no thought of generosity or mercy. The 
other servant is merely pawn in the game that the first servant is always playing for his 
own profit. 
 
Now, when we see this first servant from this vantage point, he becomes an example to 
us of the people in our lives and in our world who are without moral compass, people 
who will do or say anything to get what they want, people whose lives are not about 
helping or serving but about winning, and all the people and circumstances they 
encounter are merely means to that end. When we see the first servant as a 
manipulator, the other servants become the heroes of the parable. They are the ones 
who recognize the first servant’s insincerity and manipulation, and they do something 
about it. They go and report the first servant’s cruelty to their master, and that servant’s 
game playing comes to an end. 
 
When today’s parable is seen in this way, it becomes a reminder to us of our 
responsibility to work against what is wrong in our world. To be a follower of Jesus, we 
need to do more than say our prayers and be kind to others. We need to recognize the 
presence of insincerity and manipulation around us and do something to expose it.  
 
Jesus’ parable then calls us to recognize the presence of injustice, prejudice, and 
manipulation in the world around us and to work against it. Do you know someone in 
your family or among your friends who habitually finds humor in degrading people 
because of their race or religion? Do you know a bully at school who continually 
demeans others because of their sexual orientation or the way that they speak? If so, 
today’s parable tells us that it is not time to remain silent, but to ask: “What can we say 



or do to make it clear that such behavior is unacceptable and wrong?” Do you know 
somebody in the business community who wears a sincere face but actually uses other 
people for his or her own advancement? Are you aware of someone in public office or 
running for public office who is without moral compass, only interested in winning votes 
to be elected? If so, today’s parable tells us that it is not the time to do nothing but ask, 
“What can we say or do to expose such duplicity?” 
 
The parable in today’s gospel warns us not to kid ourselves. There are players around 
us who are more than willing to use prejudice, fear, and ignorance to serve their own 
self-interests. That is why we, as followers of Jesus, must speak out and act on behalf 
of justice, mercy, and the common good. 
 

The Lord does away with the mathematical rules in forgiveness 
 

The Lord does not confine to the mathematical stipulations in forgiveness. “Seventy-
seven times” would refer a number, unlimited and uncountable. The frontiers for how 
many times to forgive are done away with. The boundaries for how many times to 
forgive do not hold good. As the Lord spoke these words to Peter, the apostle would 
himself have recalled “Once beside the sea of Galilee, when I encountered the Holy 
Master, I realized that I was drowning in the waters of sin… and I had asked pardon 
from the Lord. Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man (Lk 5:8)”. 
 
These words of the Lord would have again echoed in the ears of Peter, later on, after 
the resurrection of Jesus. Once again, beside a Sea… this time, the Sea of Tiberius, 
Peter experienced the forgiving power of the Lord in accepting back, though he had 
betrayed Him three times (Jn 21: 15-18). Many times, he had sinned against the Lord. 
Many times, he had caused pain and ache to the Lord. Many times, he had abandoned 
and betrayed the Lord. But every time, the Lord forgave, wholeheartedly. 
 
The Lord was truly the Master, “who practiced what He preached”. The Lord was truly 
the Master, “who forgave unconditionally and without any limits”. 
 
This Lord, today seeks to impress on us too, this same attitude of forgiveness. The 
teaching on forgiveness, is most certainly easy said than done. To forgive especially to 
forgive repeatedly, is certainly no easy task. But it would require a deeper experience of 
the Unconditional Love of the Lord and our own determination, along with His grace, to 
reach out in forgiveness and pardon to our constantly erring brothers and sisters. 
The Book of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) reminds us: “Forgive your neighbor the wrong he 
has done, and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray. 
 
Let the words of St Paul, “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s!” (Rom 14:8) help 
us to live a life of forgiveness and peace. 
 



Are we ready to cast away mathematical limitations in forgiving, and extend the Mercy 
of the Lord to others? Are we ready to do away with mathematical counting in pardoning 
others, knowing that we ourselves have received this favor from the Lord? 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, you have been kind and forgiving towards me. May I be merciful as you are 
merciful. Free me from all bitterness and resentment that I may truly forgive from the 
heart those who have caused me injury or grief. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 


