
Daily Saints - 22 September 
 

 
 

St. Maurice and Companions, Martyr 
 

Born: 3rd century Thebes, Egypt, Died: AD 287, Agaunum, Switzerland, Venerated in 

Oriental Orthodoxy, Coptic Orthodoxy, Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church, 

Canonized:  Pre-Congregation for the Causes of Saints, Major shrine: Abbey of St. 

Maurice, Agaunum (until 961), Magdeburg Cathedral (961-present), Feast: September 

22 (Catholic) December 27 (Orthodox) Thout 25 (Coptic Orthodox), Attributes: banner; 

soldier; soldier being executed with other soldiers, knight; sub-Saharan African in full 

Armor, bearing a standard and a palm; knight in Armor with a red cross on his breast, 

which is the badge of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus, Patronage: alpine 

troops; Appenzell Innerrhoden; armies; armorers; Burgundians; Carolingian dynasty; 

Austria; clothmakers; cramps; dyers; gout; House of Savoy; infantrymen; Lombards; 

Merovingian dynasty; Piedmont, Italy; Pontifical Swiss Guards; Saint-Maurice, 

Switzerland; St. Moritz; Sardinia; soldiers; Stadtsulza, Germany; swordsmiths; weavers; 

Holy Roman Emperors 

 

He is the patron saint against arthritis, against cramps, against gout, alpine troops, 

armies, cloth dyers, clothmakers, infantrymen, Pontifical Swiss Guards, soldiers, 

swordsmiths, weavers. 

 
St. Maurice was an officer in the Theban Legion, a unit in the army of the Emperor 
Maximian Herculius. This Legion, from Upper Egypt, was entirely Christian. 
 
Two legends exist about the martyrdom of St. Maurice and his companions. According 
to the legends, the legion's soldiers were either ordered to take part in pagan sacrifices, 
or ordered to harass and kill some local Christians. 
 
Around the year 287, the Roman army marched out to suppress a revolt in what is now 
Switzerland. The emperor, Maximian, led the army, which was composed of troops 



conscripted from various parts of the empire. One legion of 6,600 soldiers was recruited 
from northern Egypt and was composed entirely of Christians. 
 
When the Roman legions arrived on the battlefield, Maximian ordered all soldiers to 
offer sacrifice to the gods for the success of the enterprise. The Christian legion 
withdrew from the army and refused to participate in the rites. 
 
Several times, Maximian ordered them to obey. They refused, and he ordered that the 
other soldiers decimate the Christian legion—every tenth, randomly-selected soldier 
was executed. Maximian threatened to continue the decimations until the legion 
obeyed—he warned them he was willing to execute the entire legion. 
 
Maurice, Exuperius, and Candidus led the legion, and they responded to Maximian by 
saying, “We are your soldiers, but we are also servants of the true God. We owe you 
military service and obedience, but we cannot renounce God who is our creator and 
master… We have arms in our hands, but we do not resist because we would rather die 
innocent than live by any sin.” 
 
Maximian ordered the other legions to surround the Christians and kill them all. The 
ground was covered with bodies and blood, and the other soldiers looted what they 
could from the slain legion. One soldier, Victor, refused to participate in the massacre 
and looting. Soldiers asked him if he was Christian. When he answered that he was, he 
was killed as well. 
 
The Theban legion numbered about 6,600 men, but the actual number killed remains 
unclear. Others were martyred for refusing to share in the spoils of the legionnaires. 
 


