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Feast of Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels 
 
Angels are pure, created spirits. The name angel means a servant or messenger of 
God. Angels are celestial or heavenly beings, on a higher order than human beings. 
Angels have no bodies and do not depend on matter for their existence or activity. They 
are distinct from saints, which men can become. Angels have intellect and will, and are 
immortal. They are a vast multitude, but each is an individual person. St. Augustine 
wrote: "'Angel' is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of 
their nature, it is 'spirit'; if you seek the name of their office, it is 'angel': from what they 
are, 'spirit,' from what they do, 'angel.'" 
 
Archangels are one of the nine choirs of angels listed in the Bible. In ascending order, 
the choirs or classes are 1) Angels, 2) Archangels, 3) Principalities, 4) Powers, 5) 
Virtues, 6) Dominations, 7) Thrones, 8) Cherubim, and 9) Seraphim. 
 
Angels—messengers from God—appear frequently in Scripture, but only Michael, 
Gabriel, and Raphael are named. Michael (Who is like God?) was the archangel who 
fought against Satan and all his evil angels, defending all the friends of God. He is the 
protector of all humanity from the snares of the devil. Gabriel (Strength of God) 
announced to Zachariah the forthcoming birth of John the Baptist, and to Mary, the birth 
of Jesus. His greeting to the Virgin, "Hail, full of grace," is one of the most familiar and 
frequent prayers of the Christian people. Raphael (Medicine of God) is the archangel 
who took care of Tobias on his journey. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that, "[T]he existence of the spiritual, 
non-corporeal beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls "angels" is a truth of faith. The 
witness of Scripture is as clear as the unanimity of Tradition." 
 
Gabriel the Archangel: Gabriel means God is mighty, God is my strength, man of God, 
my master is God, strong man of God, the strength of God. 
 



He is the patron of Ambassadors; broadcasters, clergy, communications workers, 
diplomats, public relations, messengers, philatelists; stamp collectors, post 
offices, postal services and employees, radio, and radio workers, telegraphs, 
telephones, television and television workers. 
 
Biblically he appears three times as a messenger. He had been sent to Daniel to 
explain a vision concerning the Messiah. He appeared to Zachary when he was offering 
incense in the Temple, to foretell the birth of his son, St. John the Baptist. St. Gabriel is 
most known as the angel chosen by God to be the messenger of the Annunciation, to 
announce to mankind the mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
"You should be aware that the word "angel" denotes a function rather than nature. 
Those holy spirits of heaven have indeed always been spirits. They can only be called 
angels when they deliver some message. Moreover, those who deliver messages of 
lesser importance are called angels; and those who proclaim messages of supreme 
importance are called archangels. And so, it was that not merely an angel, but the 
archangel Gabriel was sent to the Virgin Mary. It was only fitting that the highest angel 
should come to announce the greatest of all messages. So too Gabriel, who is called 
God's strength, was sent to Mary. He came to announce the One who appeared as a 
humble man to quell the cosmic powers. Thus, God's strength announced the coming of 
the Lord of the heavenly powers, mighty in battle." - from a homily by Pope Saint 
Gregory the Great 
 
Michael the Archangel: Michael means: Who is like God? (the battle cry of the army of 
heaven). 
 
He is the patron of: artists, bakers, bankers and banking, battle, coopers or barrel 
makers, dying people, EMTs and paramedics, fencers and fencing, grocers, 
haberdashers, hatmakers or hatters, holy death, knights, milliners, paratroopers, 
police officers, radiologists and radiotherapists, sailors, mariners, watermen, 
security guards, sick people, soldiers, swordsmiths, Belarus and invoked against 
storms and dangers at sea, against temptations. 
 
The name Michael appears in Scripture four times, twice in the Book of Daniel, and 
once each in the Epistle of St. Jude and the Book of Revelation. From Revelation, we 
learn of the battle in heaven, with St. Michael and his angels combatting Lucifer and the 
other fallen angels (or devils). We invoke St. Michael to help us in our fight against 
Satan; to rescue souls from Satan, especially at the hour of death; and to bring souls to 
judgment. 
 
Michael is the leader of the army of God during the Lucifer uprising. Devotion is 
common to Muslims, Christians, and Jews, and there are writings about him in all three 
cultures. Considered the guardian angel of Israel, and the guardian and protector of the 
Church. In the Book of Daniel (12:1), Michael is described as rising up to defend the 
Church against the Anti-Christ. 
 



The feast of the Apparition of Saint Michael commemorates the appearance of the 
archangel to a man named Gargan in 492 on Mount Gargano near Manfredonia in 
southern Italy. Gargan and others were pasturing cattle on the mountain; a bull 
wandered off and hid in a cave. An arrow was shot into the cave, but it came flying back 
out and wounded the archer. The cowherds went to their bishop who ordered three 
days of fasting and prayer to seek an explanation for the mystery. At the end of the 
three days, Michael appeared to the bishop and requested a church built in the honor of 
the Holy Angels in the cave. If you find medals or holy cards with 'relics' of Michael, they 
are probably rock chips from the cave or pieces of cloth that have touched it. 
"Whenever some act of wondrous power must be performed, Michael is sent, so that his 
action and his name may make it clear that no one can do what God does by his 
superior power." - from a homily by Pope Saint Gregory the Great 
 
Raphael the Archangel: Also known as Azariah, Angel of Love, Angel of Joy.  
Raphael means God has healed, Healer from God, God's remedy, It is God who heals, 
God Heals, - God, Please Heal. 
 
He is the patron of: apothecaries, druggists, counselors, pharmacists, blind 
people, doctors, physicians, guardian angels, mentally ill people, love; lovers, 
nurses, shepherds; shepherdesses, sick people, travelers, young people and 
invoked against all sickness or bodily ills, against eye disease or eye problems, 
against insanity or mental illness, against nightmares and invoked for happy 
meetings. 
 
One of the three angels mentioned by name in Scripture, and one of the seven that 
stand before God's throne. The lead character in the deutero-canonical book of Tobit in 
which he traveled with (and guarded) Tobiah and cured a man's blindness; hence his 
connection with travelers, young people, blindness, healing, and healers. Traditionally 
considered the force behind the healing power of the sheep pool mentioned in John 5:1-
4. 
 
"Raphael means God's remedy, for when he touched Tobit's eyes in order to cure him, 
he banished the darkness of his blindness. Thus, since he is to heal, he is rightly 
caused God's remedy." - from a homily by Pope Saint Gregory the Great 
 


