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St. Andrew Catholic Church Stuart, Florida 

April 18, 2021 Third Sunday of Easter 



Prayer to        

St. Michael 
 Saint Michael the       
Archangel, defend us in battle, be 

our  protection against the wickedness and the snares of the 
devil; may God rebuke him, we humbly pray and do thou, O 
Prince of the heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into 
hell Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world for 
the ruin of souls.  Amen.  

Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Patroness  
 of our Diocese, Pray for us. 

Prayers  Before Mass 

 Diocesan Prayer for God’s  
Protection  in the face of the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
Loving and gracious God, as in all times, we turn to You and implore 
Your protection and healing as we face a new threat to our health 
and peaceful well-being in the coronavirus pandemic before us.  
Help us to be united with each other and with all of our brothers and 
sisters around the world affected by this illness.  We pray for all 
those in the medical field who are assisting patients and in the field 
of science who are discerning a cure, as well as for all government 
leaders.  Remember those who, through this virus, have passed 
from this life as well as their families in their loss. 
 At this time of fragile uncertainty, we also humbly implore 
You to grant us prudence, hope, courage and patience.  Dispel from 
us fear, panic and distrust which disrupt us in spirit to the detriment 
of our well-being. 
 We make our prayer in the name of  your beloved Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who always cured those who were sick with vari-
ous diseases and drove out many demons.   

 
Our Lady, Patroness of our Diocese,  

Queen of the Apostles and Comforter of the      
Afflicted, Pray for us.  Amen. 

All of the information needed for today’s liturgy is found in  
this bulletin,  including Readings, and Responses. 
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April 18th, 2021 Third Sunday of Easter 

Penitential Act: A 
 

The Confiteor 
 

 I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and 
sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask 
blessed Mary ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.   

Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation  he came down from heaven,  All  bow at the 
words that follow, up to and including  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the  Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored  
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church, I confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks,  for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,  have     
mercy on us, you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 



FIRST READING  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                  

Acts of the Apostles 3:13-15,17-19 
 

Peter said to the people: 
“The God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence 
when he had decided to release him. 
You denied the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked that a murderer be released to you. 
The author of life you put to death, 
but God raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses. 
Now I know, brothers, 
that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did; 
but God has thus brought to fulfillment 
what he had announced beforehand 
through the mouth of all the prophets, 
that his Christ would suffer. 
Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
wiped away.”  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Easter is a Season  

Just as Sunday is one day out of seven, so the Easter       
season, a period of 50 days, is approximately one-seventh    
of the year. The Easter season, a time of special rejoicing 
and celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, is the “Great 
Sunday” of the year. The liturgical prayers and readings focus on the Resurrection and the effects that it has on believers 
and on the world. The Acts of the Apostles is a book of Scripture that provides the source of most of the readings of the 
Easter Season, and it shows the vigor with which the apostles proclaimed the Resurrection and brought many to the wa-
ters of baptism to share the new life of Christ. This season is a celebration of life, and leads us all to a deeper commit-

ment to proclaim, celebrate, and serve the gift of human life.  

Gospel                             Luke 24:35-48 

 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.  
A reading form the holy Gospel according to Luke                           
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, 

and how Jesus was made known to them in the breaking of bread. 

While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” But they were startled and 
terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said 
to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.  
Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones as you can see I have.” And as he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. While they were still incredulous for 
joy and were amazed, he asked them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in 

front of them. 

He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And he said to 
them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness 
of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, begin-

ning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 4:2,4,7-8,9 

 
R.  (7a) Lord, let your face shine on us. 

 
When I call, answer me, O my just God, 

    you who relieve me when I am in distress; 
    have pity on me, and hear my prayer! 

R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
 

Know that the LORD does wonders for his faithful one; 
    the LORD will hear me when I call upon him. 

R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
 

O LORD, let the light of your countenance shine upon us! 
    You put gladness into my heart. 

R.  Lord, let your face shine on us. 
 

As soon as I lie down, I fall peacefully asleep, 
    for you alone, O LORD, 

    bring security to my dwelling. 
R.  Lord, let your face shine on us.  

R. Alleluia, alleluia.                                                                         
Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; 

make our hearts burn while you speak to us.                                            

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 SECOND READING                                                                     
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John           

1 John 2:1-5a 
 

My children, I am writing this to you 
so that you may not commit sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous one. 

He is expiation for our sins, 
and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world. 

The way we may be sure that we know him is to keep 
his commandments. 

Those who say, “I know him,” but do not keep his                
commandments 

are liars, and the truth is not in them. 
But whoever keeps his word, 

the love of God is truly perfected in him.  

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



"God is faithful, and 
he will not allow you 
to be tried beyond 
your strength. But 
together with the trial 
he will also provide a 
way out and the 
strength to bear it" (1 
Corinthians 10:13) 
 
Reflection: Those 
who have abortions do 
not have them be-
cause of "freedom of 
choice," but rather be-
cause they feel they 

have no freedom and no choice. Mountains of pressure 
and confusion fall upon them. Yet in the struggle against 
temptation and sin, God always provides the way to say 
no to evil and yes to good. 
 
Prayer: Lord, bless all those who counsel others against 
abortion. May they effectively announce the power of 

your grace. Amen.  
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Opening Song 
Closing Song 



819-5 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be 
meeting first Wednesday of every month at 
10:30am. We are happy to be back in our regu-
lar meeting room A in the church with social 
distancing and masks. We have continued mak-
ing shawls to give to parishioners, their family 

and friends. Anyone needing a shawl to celebrate  and or com-
fort loved ones, please contact the person listed in this notice. 
We have recently received requests from St. Andrew Flock-
notes, which we are happy to respond to. We also thank do-
nors who have supplied us with yarn. We welcome any new 
people who would like to join us in this giving ministry. 

contact: Norma 772 919 5963 nolio91@gmail.com 

 

Sun Apr-11 CCD  

Wed Apr-14 CCD  

Sun Apr-18 CCD  

Wed Apr-21 Last Class  

Sun Apr-25 Last Class   

Wed Apr-28  First Communion Practice 
6:00Pm in the Church  

Sat May-1 Practice /
Reconcili-
ation 

Readers only for the communion 
mass meet 9:30am in the church.             
Communion practice for all    
children is 10:00am in the church. 
Reconciliation meet at 11:00am in 
the church  

Sun May-2  First Communion Mass 12:00. 
Students must be at church 
before 11:00 am  

 April  Schedule  

Adoration & Our Lady of  
 Perpetual Help Novena 

 
The Novena  to Our Lady of  

Perpetual Help is held on 
 Wednesday          

evenings at 6:00pm; 
followed by  
Eucharistic             
Exposition  

and Benediction 
At 8:00pm. 

All are welcome. Come spend some time 
with our Lord and Blessed Mother. 

 

Blessed Sacrament Prayer 
Jesus, take our wretched hearts, and give us a “new heart’ by giving 

us Your very own. During this mystery, we renew OUR TOTAL       
CONSECRATION to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Through Mary, we 

offer to Your Eucharistic Heart all that we have and all that we are, 
“totally Yours, totus tuus.” 

Celebrate Life's Special Moments!  
 

Visit our First     
Holy communion         
selection table.   
Rosaries, Bibles, 
Jewelry & More. 
Because Faith    
Matters. Find the  
Perfect Gift to   
Cherish...  

Mother’s Day  Novena of Masses 
For the intention of our mothers,            

living or deceased. 
 

 The Mass intentions for our Mother’s Day Novena 

of 9 consecutive days of Masses for the intention of 

our mothers, living or deceased, must be returned to 

the church office  to be placed on the altar before 

April 30th. 
 On the outside of the envelope are printed lines 

for you to write down the names of the mothers you 

would like remembered in our Novena Masses. They can 

be your biological mother, wife, stepmother, mother-in-

law, God-Mother, etc.  There are more lines on the back 

of the envelope too.  After writing their name, please in-

sert your donation for the Masses in the envelope and 

place it in the offertory basket next weekend, or drop it 

off at the church office no later than  April 30th as our  

Novena Masses begin on Saturday, May 1st. 

Our sincerest thanks to all who participat-
ed in the Celebration of Easter.            
Donna Hernandez and her helpers.             
George Mekulsia who coordinated all the 
masses. Chris Michaelian who brought 
members into the church.  Our music 
ministry,  Bunnie Coffey, Kathy Walsh 
and her musicians, Steve Vitale and his 
family. Our ushers, lectors, sacristans', 
Priests and Deacons.  

 
To everyone, may the Lord reward your kind-
ness and bless you with His love and peace.  

Holy Mass  
Our Lady asks us to attend Sunday Mass, and when possible, 
daily Mass. Our Lady has said to the visionaries that if they 
have to choose between seeing Her and going to Mass, they 

must choose Holy Mass. This statement tells us just how important Holy 

Mass and the Eucharist are. 

Marija tells us Our Lady wants us to see the Holy Mass as "the highest form 

of prayer" and "the center of our lives". 

"Mass is the greatest prayer of God. You will never be able to understand 
its greatness. That is why you must be perfect and humble at Mass, and 

you should prepare yourselves for it." (1983) 
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Saint Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 
2100 SE Cove Road 

Stuart, Florida 34997 
772-781-4415 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:00pm 
Sunday:  7:30, 9:00  & 10:30am 

Monday-Friday  7:30am 
Holy Days:  Vigil 4:00pm 

7:30am & 6:00pm 
 
 

Confession: 
Saturday:  2:30pm 

Those wishing to receive the  
sacrament 

should be here at 2:30  
 

First Friday 
7:30am Mass followed 

by individual confessions 
 
 

First Saturday 
7:30 Mass followed by individual 

confessions 
 

  
Pastor 

Reverend John Barrow 
 

Retired Assisting  Clergy 
Monsignor Blase Gintoli 
Monsignor James Moore 

 

Deacons 
Deacon Louis Romero 

Deacon Matthew Bartlett 
Deacon Andre Boucher 

 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday               

9am-12Noon 
Saturday 2-4pm 

Sunday 
9am-12Noon 

 
 

Youth Activities 
DRE:  Mrs. Donna Hernandez 

 

Registration CLOSED 

 
 
 
 

Adult Education (RCIA)  
& Lectors 

Christine Michaelian 
Thursday 6:30pm-8:00pm 

 

Adoration   
(Resume April 14th, 2021)           

Weds. Evenings 6-8pm                  
in Church 

 

Servants of the Eucharist & 
Care of the Sick 
Kathleen Sullivan 

 
Annulments 
John Ginnetti 

 

Men of Saint Andrew  
Dave Olio 

Monday evening 6:30-8pm 

davidolio333@gmail.com 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Norma Olio 

1st Wednesday of each month 
from  8:30am–10am 

 

Pro-Life Ministry 
Michele Williams 

 

Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00am 
Tuesday 6:30pm 

 

Ignatian  Spirituality  
Prayer Group 

Weds.  8:30am-10:00am 
(Lenten Retreat  Thurs. 8:30am) 

 

Disciples of Prayer  
Camille Lascari & 

Bob Greeson 
 

Parish Website 
saintandrewcatholic.org 

Webmaster; 
Michael Brennan 

 

Community Outreach 
APOSTLES OF               
JOHN PAUL II 
Please call for an  

appointment 
772-291-0002   

 

Rosary Maker’s Ministry 
Kathleen Sullivan 

Wednesday 10:00am 
 

     Ushers   
 Jane Engelbrecht  

ejanybrainy@yahoo.com  
 

Legion of Mary Friday 8:15am 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

Please join us in praying the Chaplet after the daily 7:30am Mass. 
We pray for our Country,  our Priests and for the Sanctity of Life. 

April 18th, 2021 Third Sunday of Easter 

Apr.  17 Sat.  4:00pm John & Greta Parduba + 

Apr.  18 Sun. 7:30am Dolores Holoubek+ 

Apr.  18 Sun.  9:00am Bernice Weichert+ 

Apr.  18 Sun.  10:30am  Conrad Zulauf, Sr. + 

Apr. 19 Mon. 7:30am Deceased Priests+  

Apr. 20 Tues. 7:30am Constance Norcia+ 

Apr. 21 Wed. 7:30am Deceased Priests+ 

Apr. 22 Thurs. 7:30am  Michael Magi+ 

Apr.  23 Fri. 7:30am  Kathleen Dixon+ 

Apr.  24 Sat. 4:00pm John Coffey+ 

Apr.  25 Sun.  7:30am  Melinda Welsh+ 

Apr.  25 Sun.  9:00am  Anne & Patrick Moore+ 

Apr.  25 Sun.  10:30am Rev. Msgr. James Moore(Liv)  

Apr. 26 Mon. 7:30am Rita Berry+ 

Apr.  27 Tues. 7:30am Samuel Healander+ 

Apr.  28 Weds. 7:30am Bob Banasiewicz+ 

Apr. 29 Thurs 7:30am Deceased Priests+ 

Apr.  30 Fri.  7:30am Alexandro Conte+ 

May 1 Sat.  7:30am Mothers Day Novena  

May 1 Sat.  4:00pm Helen Martin+ 

May 2 Sun.  7:30am Mothers Day Novena  

May 2 Sun. 9:00am Michael Magi+ 

May 2 Sun.  10:30am Robert Boobar+ 

May 2 Sun.  12:00 noon First Holy Communion  

May 3 Mon. 7:30am Mothers Day Novena 

May 4 Tues.  7:30am Mothers Day Novena 

May 5 Wed. 7:30am Mothers  Day Novena 

May 6 Thurs.  7:30am Mothers Day Novena 

May  7 Fri.  7:30am Mothers Day  Novena 

May  8 Sat.  4:00pm Mothers Day Novena  

May 9 Sun. 7:30am Mothers Day Novena 

May 9 Sun. 9:00am John Sullivan (Liv) 

May  9 Sun.  10:30am Katherine Miaritis+ 

     



0819-7 

APOSTLES OF JOHN PAUL II 
2100 SE Cove Road, Stuart, FL 34997 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0PEN Friday 9-12Noon 
Please call for an appointment 

772-291-0002  WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

 
The  

Sanctuary Candles 
 

Are the  two candles at both sides of the altar and can  
be   memorialized .  

The cost is $15 per candle and 2 are  
needed, therefore the cost is $30 for two weeks. 

Memorialized names will be announced in the bulletin. 

 

Our Lady of  Perpetual  Help 
Candles 

 
The candles in front of the picture of 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
at the front of the church beside the pulpit can be 

purchased as memorials.  The cost is  
$15.00 per candle and two are needed, therefore, the 

price is $30.00 for two weeks.  Memorialized names will 
be in the weekly bulletin and announcements.  

 
 
 
 
 

       
 

St. Theresa and  St. Joseph  
Memorial  Candles 

Annual Memorial Candles are available for your  
personal intentions.  The candle will be lit for 

 one year at a cost of $100.00.   
If you are interested in any of these candles, please stop 

by the church office after the Mass and we would 
be happy to order a plaque for you.  

 

We love having you as part of our Flock! 
Keep in touch with us via email and text!   
 
Text 4ANDREW to 84576 or connect with 

us online at  
saintandrewcatholic.org/stay-in-touch 
 

The  Sanctuary  
Candles are for  
the intention of  

 Denise E. Sullivan 

The Candles at the Shrine of Our  
Lady of Perpetual Help are for the 

intention of  

A Special Young Man. 

The Candle in the Adoration 
Chapel of the Two Hearts is 

for the intention  
of  

Mita Vimieiro 
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What are Indulgences? 

Indulgences are making a welcome reappearance in the spiritual life of Catholics. After centuries of slow decline in their use, punctuated by dec-
ades of almost complete neglect after the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), the power of indulgences to enliven a sense of charity and to 

sharpen a healthy sorrow for sin is finally being rediscovered.                                                                                                                               

Three popes have led the way. 

In 1968, Pope Paul VI (1962-1978) laid the foundations for this renewal by simplifying the rules on indulgences and redrafting the list of designat-
ed works and prayers. The pope’s aim was to help Catholics see indulgences not as some sort of special projects to be performed apart from 

their daily life, but rather as ways to foster charity and a sense of repentance throughout an ordinary day. 

Pope Paul’s reorganization of indulgences left in place some of the older and more ambitious forms of indulgences, such as pilgrimages to 
shrines and participation in Eucharistic Congresses. But he also made it possible to share more deeply in the Church’s “treasury of merit” by 

doing simple things such as bearing patiently the inconveniences of daily life in reparation for sin. 

Pope Paul reminded us that, because God works through the little things in our lives as well as the great, something as trivial as being stuck in 

rush-hour traffic can become an opportunity to move closer to God if we offer it up for love of Him. 

During his pontificate, Pope John Paul II (1978-2005) oversaw two revisions of the “Enchiridion of Indulgences” and frequently extended indul-

gences to Catholics participating in special events in their local area. 

In 1991 the Polish pope recognized the Akathist hymn of Eastern Catholics as an indulgenced prayer on par with the Marian Rosary prayed by 
Roman Catholics. Then, in 1998 he withstood strong criticism from some Protestant leaders when he announced that participation in millennial 

celebrations of the Catholic Church would be enriched by a plenary indulgence. 

Finally, Pope Benedict XVI  made several references to indulgences in his informal addresses. He granted a plenary indulgence to those partici-

pating in person or in spirit in the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the Marian apparitions at Lourdes. 

There seems, in short, little doubt that today indulgences are emerging from the pall under which they have labored since the Protestant reformer 
Martin Luther repudiated them early in the 16th century. As a better understanding of indulgences spreads among Catholics and other Christians, 

they seem set once again to contribute to the welfare of the whole Church. 

An Ancient Practice 

We can say “once again” because indulgences are, in fact, quite an ancient part of Christian life. The actual word “indulgence” was first used in 
its modern sense in the 11th century, when they were offered as a spiritual reward for soldiers volunteering to join the efforts to free the Holy 
Land from Muslim invaders. But the actual practice of indulgences, if not the name, can be traced back much earlier in Church history, indeed, 

back to the times of the ancient Roman persecutions. 

In those dark days, a practice grew up in which Christians suffering in prisons for the faith would sometimes send a letter to a bishop on behalf of 
a given penitent. The letter would ask the bishop, in recognition of the willingly accepted tribulations of the letter writer, to lighten the penance of 

a confessed and sorrowful sinner. 

These requests, known as libelli pacis, were a beautiful example of the faithful putting into practice one of St. Paul’s most famous admonitions: to 

share one another’s burdens (see Gal 6:2). 

The context in which such letters were written and rewarded underscored the close connection the Church has always sensed between the sac-
rament of confession and indulgences. To this day, both the Catechism of the Catholic Church (Nos. 1471-1479) and the Code of Canon Law 

(Canons 992-997) explain indulgences immediately in the context of the Sacrament of Confession. 

It’s ironic, then, that because the practice of sacramental confession evolved over the centuries, while the theology of indulgences was lagging, 

the disconnection between penances for sins and indulgences grew over time to the point where confusion set in. Here’s one example. 
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Seven Years Indulgence”? 

Older Catholics likely recall when the description of each indulgence in (the Raccolta Prayers and devotions enriched with indulgences book)
(forerunner of today’s Enchiridion paperback) was followed by a  specific indication of time, for example, “300 days indulgence” or “seven years 

indulgence.” 

The problem was (and Pope Paul VI saw this) that no one could say for sure what those time periods meant. All sorts of theories grew up about 

them, but most folks guessed that the time period of an indulgence must indicate time off from purgatory. 

This was not an unreasonable guess. If nothing else, it honored the real connection between indulgences and reparation for sin. 

But it assumed much more detail about how purgatory works than the Church has ever declared. (Purgatory is probably not an experience in 

time, but even if it were somehow associated with time, we don’t know how time might be measured in the next life.) 

The suggestion, then, that a given indulgence might free one from, say, 300 days in purgatory was never correct. 

As it happened, the time designations associated with indulgences were originally based on the lengthy periods of penance that were imposed 
after sacramental confession many centuries ago. But as those very long penances disappeared, the reckoning of indulgences as some sort of 
equivalents to what would have been offered up during such lengthy penances made less and less sense, and, eventually, the connections were 

lost. 

Today, indulgences are grouped into only two types, partial and plenary. The category depends on whether the indulgence in question applies to 

some or all of the punishment a given member of the faithful owes for sin. 

Other Misconceptions 

While the connection between indulgences and post-sacramental penances no longer applies, the fact that indulgences apply only to the punish-

ment for sin, and not to the forgiveness of sin itself, should not be overlooked. 

Indulgences are not, and never have been, ways to seek forgiveness for sins. Much less are they ways to get “permission” to sin in advance! The 

Church has never taught anything so ridiculous. 

To tell the truth, however, some of the popular explanations of indulgences lent themselves to just these sorts of misunderstandings. By the late 
Middle Ages, the stage was set for indulgences themselves to be attacked by the Protestant reformers because of some faulty explanations of 

what they really were. 

Today, however, the Church’s constant teaching should be clear: Indulgences can be applied only to the punishment that is due for sins already 
forgiven, either in sacramental confession (in the case of mortal or venial sins) or by personal expressions of sorrow (in the case of venial sins 

only). 

Further study of the Church’s carefully developed doctrine on indulgences can be rewarding and should be encouraged. But we shouldn’t leave 

the impression that only those with a thorough understanding of indulgences can make use of them. 

Any Christian who, in a spirit of penitence for sins, asks God for the deeper share in the infinite merits of Jesus Christ that indulgences offer can 

use them to move ever closer to God — who wants nothing else than for us to be happy with Him forever. 

Edward N. Peters, J.C.D., holds the Edmund Cardinal Szoka Chair at Sacred Heart Major Seminary, in Detroit, Mich. His book, “A Practical 
Guide to Indulgences,” is available from Liturgy Training Publications; call 800-933-1800. 


