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St. Andrew Catholic Church Stuart, Florida 

May 16, 2021 The Ascension of the Lord 



Prayer to        

St. Michael 
 Saint Michael the       
Archangel, defend us in battle, be 

our  protection against the wickedness and the snares of the 
devil; may God rebuke him, we humbly pray and do thou, O 
Prince of the heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into 
hell Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world for 
the ruin of souls.  Amen.  

 

Prayers  Before Mass 

 Diocesan Prayer for God’s  
Protection  in the face of the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
Loving and gracious God, as in all times, we turn to You and implore 
Your protection and healing as we face a new threat to our health 
and peaceful well-being in the coronavirus pandemic before us.  
Help us to be united with each other and with all of our brothers and 
sisters around the world affected by this illness.  We pray for all 
those in the medical field who are assisting patients and in the field 
of science who are discerning a cure, as well as for all government 
leaders.  Remember those who, through this virus, have passed 
from this life as well as their families in their loss. 
 At this time of fragile uncertainty, we also humbly implore 
You to grant us prudence, hope, courage and patience.  Dispel from 
us fear, panic and distrust which disrupt us in spirit to the detriment 
of our well-being. 
 We make our prayer in the name of  your beloved Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who always cured those who were sick with vari-
ous diseases and drove out many demons.   

 
Our Lady, Patroness of our Diocese,  

Queen of the Apostles and Comforter of the      
Afflicted, Pray for us.  Amen. 

All of the information needed for today’s liturgy is found in  
this bulletin,  including Readings, and Responses. 
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May 16, 2021 The Ascension of the Lord  

Penitential Act: A 
 

The Confiteor 
 

 I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and 
sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask 
blessed Mary ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.   

Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation  he came down from heaven,  All  bow at the 
words that follow, up to and including  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the  Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored  
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church, I confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks,  for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,  have     
mercy on us, you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 



FIRST READING  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                  

Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11(58B) 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did 
and taught until the day he was taken up, after giving in-

structions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. He presented himself alive to them by many 

proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

While meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the promise of the Father  
about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.” When they had gathered together they asked 

him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the 

times or seasons that the Father has established by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-

lem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends            
of the earth.”  
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 47:2-3,6-7,8-9 

 
R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of 
trumpets for the Lord. 
All you peoples, clap your hands, 
    shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
    is the great king over all the earth. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trum-
pets for the Lord. 
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
    the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
    sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trum-
pets for the Lord. 
For king of all the earth is God; 
    sing hymns of praise. 
God reigns over the nations, 
    God sits upon his holy throne. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trum-
pets for the Lord.  

Gathering Hymn When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While they 
were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly 
two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 
They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing there looking at the sky? 
This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 
will return in the same way as you have seen him going 

into heaven.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 SECOND READING                                                                     
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul           

to the Ephesians           Ephesians 4:1-13 

 

Brothers and sisters, I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in 
a manner worthy of the call you have received, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through 
love, striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond 
of peace: one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the 
one hope of your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But 
grace was given to each of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. Therefore, it says:  He ascended on high and took 
prisoners captive;  he gave gifts to men. 
What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended 
into the lower regions of the earth? The one who descended is 
also the one who ascended far above all the heavens, that he 
might fill all things. And he gave some as apostles, others as 
prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, 
to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of faith and 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature to manhood, to the ex-
tent of the full stature of Christ.   

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn 

Gospel                             Mark 16:15-20 

 
 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.  
A reading form the holy Gospel according to Mark                             
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Go into the whole world  
and proclaim the gospel to every creature. Whoever be-
lieves and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not be-
lieve will be condemned. These signs will accompany those 
who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, 
they will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents 
with their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not 
harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.” So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, 
was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand 
of God. But they went forth and preached everywhere, while 
the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word through 

accompanying signs. 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.     
  Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 

I am with you always, until the end of the world.  
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 The Glory of the Ascension 

Jesus prayed on the night before he died, 
"Father, give me the glory I had with you be-
fore the world began." How is the glory he has 
in the Ascension different from the glory he 
had "before the world began?" It differs only in 
that now, he has it in a human nature. Our hu-
manity has been taken to the heights of heav-
en, fulfilling the destiny God intended for hu-
man life from the beginning. Revelation 3:21 
declares, "To the one who gains the victory, I 
will give the right to sit with me on my 
throne." God’s plan for us is not just that we 
will gather around the throne or fall down be-
fore the throne, but that we will sit with him on 
the throne! This hope extended to the human 
family by the Gospel is directly contradicted 
when the same human beings destined for the 
heights of heaven are attacked by violence, 
degraded in their dignity, or put to death by 
things like abortion. The human nature Jesus 
brings to glory in the Ascension is the same 
human nature you and I share, and the same 
human nature that the babies in the womb 
share. Celebrating the Ascension in daily life 
means treating each human life as one des-
tined to sit with Christ on his throne. 
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Weekend Marriage Builders 
 
 

 
Nobody piles the pressure on us as well as we do it to our-
selves! Discuss the possibility of trying some of these activi-
ties to give yourselves a refreshing break.  
 
1. Retreat for a day. Take a long walk, avoid noise and keep 

your schedule free and unhurried.  
2. Make a list of things that give you pleasure. Remember 

how much joy God has put into your world.  
3. Surround yourself with nature’s beauty.  
4. Spend some time watching children.  
5. Write a note of encouragement to some-

one.  
6. Subtract one. Consider removing one 

outside responsibility from your list.  
7. Change only one negative personal trait at a time.  
8. Let go of a difficult memory.                                                           
               
 -Jan Dargatz 
 
 

 

 
Saturday: Proverbs 11:25 
Sunday: Psalm 51:10-12 

Breakaway 

Revive   

The  Sanctuary  
Candles are for  
the intention of  

 Parish Priests  

The Candles at the Shrine of Our  
Lady of Perpetual Help are for the 

intention of  

Francis Papuzza 

The Candle in the Adoration 
Chapel of the Two Hearts is 

for the intention  
of  

Joan Lowey-Chlebus 

Adoration & Our Lady of  
 Perpetual Help Novena 

 
The Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help is held on      

 
 Wednesday          

evenings at 6:00pm; 
followed by  
Eucharistic             
Exposition  

and Benediction 
At 8:00pm. 

 
All are welcome. Come spend some time 

with our Lord and Blessed Mother. 
 

The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
is the best time you will spend on earth. Each moment that 

you spend with Jesus will deepen your union with Him 
and make your soul everlastingly more glorious and  

beautiful in Heaven, and will help bring about everlasting 
peace on earth.  “ Blessed Teresa of Calcutta”  

May you live joyfully all the days of your life with the 
wife of your youth, and may you always be enraptured 
with her love.  May you be a faithful man who walks in 
integrity, and may your children be blessed after you. 
May the Lord give you wisdom and teach you to trust 
and fear Him. And may you love your wife like Christ 
loves the Church. 

Blessed Sacrament Prayer 
“O Jesus, By your most loving Heart, I implore You to inflame 
with zeal, For your love and glory All the priests of the world. All 
missionaries and those whose office it is to preach Your word, 
that, on fire with holy zeal, they may snatch souls form the devil 
and lead them into the shelter of Your Heart. Where forever they 
may glorify You! 
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Saint Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 
2100 SE Cove Road 

Stuart, Florida 34997 
772-781-4415 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:00pm 
Sunday:  7:30, 9:00  & 10:30am 

Monday-Friday  7:30am 
Holy Days:  Vigil 4:00pm 

7:30am & 6:00pm 
 
 

Confession: 
Saturday:  2:30pm 

Those wishing to receive the  
sacrament 

should be here at 2:30  
 

First Friday 
7:30am Mass followed 

by individual confessions 
 
 

First Saturday 
7:30 Mass followed by individual 

confessions 
 

  
Pastor 

Reverend John Barrow 
 

Retired Assisting  Clergy 
Monsignor Blase Gintoli 
Monsignor James Moore 

 

Deacons 
Deacon Louis Romero 

Deacon Matthew Bartlett 
Deacon Andre Boucher 

 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday               

9am-12Noon 
Saturday 2-4pm 

Sunday 
9am-12Noon 

 
 

Youth Activities 
DRE:  Mrs. Donna Hernandez 

 

Registration CLOSED 

 
 
 
 

Adult Education (RCIA)  
& Lectors 

Christine Michaelian 
Thursday 6:30pm-8:00pm 

 

Adoration   
(Resume April 14th, 2021)           

Weds. Evenings 6-8pm                  
in Church 

 

Servants of the Eucharist & 
Care of the Sick 
Kathleen Sullivan 

 
Annulments 
John Ginnetti 

 

Men of Saint Andrew  
Dave Olio 

Monday evening 6:30-8pm 

davidolio333@gmail.com 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Norma Olio 

1st Wednesday of each month 
from  8:30am–10am 

 

Pro-Life Ministry 
Michele Williams 

 

Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00am 
Tuesday 6:30pm 

 

Ignatian  Spirituality  
Prayer Group 

Weds.  8:30am-10:00am 
(Lenten Retreat  Thurs. 8:30am) 

 

Disciples of Prayer  
Camille Lascari & 

Bob Greeson 
 

Parish Website 
saintandrewcatholic.org 

Webmaster; 
Michael Brennan 

 

Community Outreach 
APOSTLES OF               
JOHN PAUL II 
Please call for an  

appointment 
772-291-0002   

 

Rosary Maker’s Ministry 
Kathleen Sullivan 

Wednesday 10:00am 
 

     Ushers   
 Jane Engelbrecht  

ejanybrainy@yahoo.com  
 

Legion of Mary Friday 8:15am 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

Please join us in praying the Chaplet after the daily 7:30am Mass. 
We pray for our Country,  our Priests and for the Sanctity of Life. 

May 16, 2021 The Ascension of the Lord 

May  15 Sat. 4:00pm Tadeusz Piatek+ 

May 16 Sun. 7:30am Scott Banasiewicz(Liv) 

May  16 Sun.  9:00am  Robin Srebot Ziesmer+ 

May  16 Sun.  10:30am  Michael O’Brien(Liv) 

May 17 Mon.  7:30am Rev. Msgr. Blasé Gintoli (Liv) 

May  18 Tues.  7:30am  Robin Srebot Ziesmer+ 

May  19 Wed.  7:30am Elissa Murray+ 

May  20 Thurs.  7:30am  Aly Rose Sullivan (Liv)  

May  21 Fri.  7:30am  Tom & Phyllis Cote’+ 

May  22 Sat.  4:00pm  John Coffey+ 

May  23 Sun.  7:30am  Barbara Z. Overbay(Liv) 

May  23 Sun.  9:00am Diane Wisty(Liv) 

May 23 Sun.  10:30am  Manuel Higuera+ 

May 24 Mon. 7:30am Rev. John Barrow 40th Anniv. 

May  25  Tues.  7:30am Rev. Bernard Powell+ 

May  26 Weds.  7:30am Gintoli Family+ 

May  27 Thurs. 7:30am  Rev. Msgr. James Moore (Liv) 

May 28 Fri.  7:30am  Noah Banasiewicz (Liv) 

May 29 Sat.  4:00pm Deceased Priests+ 

May 30 Sun. 7:30am William Murray+ 

May  30 Sun.  9:00am  Spiro Magoulas+ 

May  30 Sun.  10:30am Sebastian Kutz+ 

May  31 Mon. 7:30am Deceased Priests+ 

June 1 Tues.  7:30am  Clifford Berry Jr. + 

June  2 Weds.  7:30am Gintoli Family+ 

June 3 Thurs.  7:30am Muriel Deckert+ 

June  4 Fri.  7:30am Joseph P. Oreiro+ 

June 5 Sat.  7:30am  Gintoli Family+ 

June 5 Sat.  4:00pm  Joseph & Loretta Dawidiak+ 

June  6 Sun.  7:30am  Edison C. Occhi+ 

June  6 Sun.  9:00am  Erika Kleedela Cruz+ 

June  6 Sun.  10:30am  Patricia Neman+ 
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APOSTLES OF JOHN PAUL II 
2100 SE Cove Road, Stuart, FL 34997 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0PEN Friday 9-12Noon 
Please call for an appointment 

772-291-0002  WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

 
The  

Sanctuary Candles 
 

Are the  two candles at both sides of the altar and can  
be   memorialized .  

The cost is $15 per candle and 2 are  
needed, therefore the cost is $30 for two weeks. 

Memorialized names will be announced in the bulletin. 

 

Our Lady of  Perpetual  Help 
Candles 

 
The candles in front of the picture of 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
at the front of the church beside the pulpit can be 

purchased as memorials.  The cost is  
$15.00 per candle and two are needed, therefore, the 

price is $30.00 for two weeks.  Memorialized names will 
be in the weekly bulletin and announcements.  

 
 
 
 
 

       
 

St. Theresa and  St. Joseph  
Memorial  Candles 

Annual Memorial Candles are available for your  
personal intentions.  The candle will be lit for 

 one year at a cost of $100.00.   
If you are interested in any of these candles, please stop 

by the church office after the Mass and we would 
be happy to order a plaque for you.  

 

We love having you as part of our Flock! 
Keep in touch with us via email and text!   
 
Text 4ANDREW to 84576 or connect with 

us online at  
saintandrewcatholic.org/stay-in-touch 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
will be meeting first Wednesday of every 
month at 10:30am. We are happy to be 
back in our regular meeting room A in the 
church with social distancing and masks. 
We have continued making shawls to give 
to parishioners, their family and friends. 

Anyone needing a shawl to celebrate  and or comfort loved 
ones, please contact the person listed in this notice. We have 
recently received requests from St. Andrew Flocknotes, which 
we are happy to respond to. We also thank donors who have 
supplied us with yarn. We welcome any new people who 
would like to join us in this giving ministry. 

contact: Norma 772 919 5963 nolio91@gmail.com 

"They ran from the tomb to inform his disciples..." (Matthew 
28:8) 
Reflection: On the morning of Jesus' resurrection, there was a lot of run-

ning taking place. The women, having seen the empty tomb, ran back to the 
disciples. Peter and John, having heard the women's story, ran toward the 
tomb. And in the end, of course, all the apostles ran into the world to an-
nounce this greatest news of history. 
We, too, must run to announce the Gospel of Life with vigor, and to inter-
vene to save the unborn with urgency. 
Prayer: Lord, your Gospel of Life is cause for urgent activity! Fill me with 

the vigor of Easter each day, that I may announce the victory of Life! Amen!  
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 Twelve Biblical Reasons For Want-
ing To Spend One Hour With Jesus 
In The Blessed Sacrament 

1. He is really there! 
"I myself Am the Living Bread come down 
from Heaven." (Jn 6:35) 

2. Day and night Jesus dwells in the 
Blessed Sacrament because of his Infinite love for you! 
"Behold I will be with you always even to the end of the world," 
because "I have loved you with an everlasting love, and con-
stant is My affection for you." (Mt 28:20; Jer 31:3) 

3. The specific way that Jesus asks you to love Him in 
return is to spend one quiet hour with Him in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
"Where your treasure is, there is your heart...." "Could you not 
watch one hour with Me?" (Mt 6:21; 26:40) 

4. When you look upon the Sacred Host, you look upon 
Jesus, the Son of God. 
"Indeed, this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks 
upon the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life. Him I 
will raise up on the last day." (Jn 6:40) 

5. Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic Pres-
ence will increase His Divine Life within you and deepen 
your personal relationship and friendship with Him. 
"I have come that you may have life, and have it more abun-
dantly." "I am the Vine and you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in Me and I in Him shall bear much fruit because with-
out Me, you can do nothing." (Jn 15:5) 

6. Each hour you spend with Jesus will deepen His Divine 
Peace in your heart. 
"Come to Me all of you who are weary and find life burden-
some and I will refresh you..." "Cast all of your anxieties upon 
the One who cares for you..." "My Peace is My Gift to 
you." (Mt 11:28; 5:7; Jn 14:17) 

7. Jesus will give you all the Graces you need to be     
happy! 
"The Lamb on the Throne will shepherd them. He will lead 
them to the springs of life-giving water." (Rev 7:17) 

8. Jesus is infinitely deserving of our unceasing thanks-
giving and adoration for all He has done for our salvation. 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive honor, glory and 
praise." (Rev. 5:12) 

9. For Peace in our country! 
"When My people humble themselves and seek My Pres-
ence... I will revive their land." (2Chr 7:14) 

10. Each hour you spend with Jesus on earth will leave 
your soul everlastingly more beautiful and glorious in 
heaven! 
"They who humble themselves shall be exalted...." "All of us, 
gazing on the Lord’s glory with unveiled faces, are being 
transformed from glory to glory into His very image." (Lk 
18:14; 2Cor 3:18) 

11. Jesus will bless you, your family and the whole world 
for this hour of faith you spend with Him in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
"Blessed are they who do not see and yet believe..." "Faith 
can move mountains..." " What is needed is trust... " "Behold I 
come to make all things new." (Jn 20:29; Mk 11:23; Mk 5:36; 
Rev 21:5) 

12. Each moment you spend with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament brings joy, pleasure, and delight to His Sacred 
Heart! 
"My joy, My pleasure, My delight is to be with you." (Prov 
8:31) 

Pro-Life Reflections for Every Day  by Frank Pavone  

"Everyone who does evil hates the light and avoids coming near the 

light so that his misdeeds may not be exposed" – John 3:20.  

Reflection: A key priority of our pro-life movement must be to ex-
pose the corruption of the abortion industry. Making abortion legal 
never made it safe, and keeping it legal can never keep it safe. You 
can't practice vice virtuously. If you are willing to kill a baby, you will 

be willing to do many other kinds of evil as well.  

Prayer: Lord, bring into the light the evils being done behind closed 
doors in abortion centers, that our nation may repent and be healed, 

in Jesus' Name. Amen.  

The Cursillo Movement –         
Diocese of Palm Beach 

 

Cursillo - A “Short” Course that       
lasts a lifetime…. 

Cursillo enriches and deepens your relationship 
with Christ. 

Cursillo gives you confidence to live as a       
Catholic Christian in our everyday life and helps 
you to attract others to a relationship with Christ. 

“Cursillo is an instrument raised up by God        
for the  

Proclamation of the Gospel in our time.” 
-Saint Pope John Paul II 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the 

Cursillo Movement,  
Please join us on Thursday, May 20 at 6:30 PM  

at 
St. Andrew Catholic Church – In the Church 
2100 SE Cove Road, Stuart Florida 34997 

 

Any questions, please contact Steve Walsh           
at  

    772-486-7742 

 

 
Christ and I overwhelming majority  
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Two things to know about Christ’s                    
Ascension into heaven 

The ascension of the Lord Jesus into heaven is a mystery rooted in history and spoken of in Scripture, like the Resurrec-
tion. It is presented both at the end of Matthew’s Gospel and at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles. It is also alluded 
to in John’s Gospel, when the risen Jesus encounters Mary Magdalene and says, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God’” (Jn 20:17). 

The Ascension is the completion of the Easter mysteries of Jesus’ life, passion, death and resurrection, and it is the final 
step before the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “Jesus’ final appa-
rition ends with the irreversible entry of his humanity into divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, where he 
is seated from that time forward at God’s right hand” (No. 659). 

Yet perhaps we feel somewhat like the Apostles who witnessed the Ascension, standing there, looking up, wondering what 
just happened. Why did Jesus go? Where did he go? The angels’ response to them is apropos for us, too: “Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the 
same way as you have seen him going into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

There are two things to remember about this mystery. First, in a very real way, Jesus’ ascension into heaven is the goal for 
each one of us. He goes before us, and we are to follow Him there. In the Ascension, the domain of God’s glory is opened 
to us, and Jesus, in His glorified humanity, takes His rightful place at God’s right hand. It is a privilege for all of us that one 
of our own, a man like us in all things but sin, has been so glorified. Not only that, he is calling us and interceding for us 
always so that we will one day join him. As the Catechism states: “Left to its own natural powers humanity does not have 
access to the ‘Father’s house,’ to God’s life and happiness. Only Christ can open to man such access that we, his mem-
bers, might have confidence that we too shall go where he, our Head and our Source, has preceded us” (No. 661). 

The second thing to remember about this mystery is that Jesus will come back. When that day comes, we should be ready. 
He has asked us to be his faithful disciples, living in a vital friendship with him. This is not magic, however. It takes the 
power of the Holy Spirit, whom each of us receives in baptism and confirmation. It also takes a lived relationship with God 
in prayer. Finally, Jesus expects us to be open, available and ready to cooperate with him in the mission he calls us to. 

The last thing Jesus said to the Apostles was, “But you will receive power when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). In Matthew’s 
Gospel, the last injunction is similar: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the age” (28:19-20). If we live out that mission from Christ, and truly make disciples of all 
nations, then his presence is with us despite his bodily absence. First and foremost, Jesus is with us in the Eucharist and 
in the liturgy of the Church. Jesus, also is present spiritually when we pray in his name, as he said: “For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20). 

Jesus’ work on earth is now complete, but the task of bearing witness to Him and making disciples is never done, not until 
he returns at the end of time. That is the task the Apostles began to do, starting with prayer in the upper room as they 
awaited the promised Holy Spirit. Mary, the Mother of Jesus, was there with them. Clothed with the power of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost, the Apostles and disciples of Jesus began to preach and teach about him to Jews and to Gentiles. They be-
gan to do what the Lord Jesus asked them to do: bear witness and make disciples. That task is not just theirs; it belongs 
to all of us. 
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