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Third Sunday of Advent  
                           December 12th, 2021  
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Dec.  11 Sat.  4:00pm  Raymond & Eleanor Chychota+ 

Dec.  12 Sun.  7:30am  Michael Sessions+ 

Dec.  12 Sun.  9:00am  Lukas Smith+  

Dec.  12 Sun.  10:30am  Cahy Gilio Costa+ 

Dec.  13 Mon.  7:30am  Martha Merhege(Liv) 

Dec.  14 Tues.  7:30am  Tom & Phyllis Cote’ (+ & Liv)  

Dec.  15 Weds.  7:30am  Malcolm Kennedy+ 

Dec.  16 Thurs.  7:30am  Jefferson & Betty Triplett(Liv)  

Dec.  17 Fri  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  18 Sat.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  19 Sun.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  19 Sun.  9:00am  Frank Norcia+ 

Dec.  19 Sun.  10:30am  Barbara Zumstag+  

Dec. 20 Mon.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  21 Tues.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  22 Weds.  7:30am Christmas Novena  

Dec.  23 Thurs.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  24 Fri.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  24 Fri.  4:00pm  Paul Tonra+ 

Dec.  24 Fri.  11:00pm  Michael Magi+ 

Dec.  25 Sat.  7:30am  Christmas Novena  

Dec.  25 Sat.  9:00am  Rev. Edward Olszewski(Liv)  

Dec.  25 Sat.  10:30am  Rev. Patrick O’Leary+ 

Dec.  26 Sun.  7:30am  Rose Gorecki+  

Dec.  26 Sun.  9:00am  Constance Norcia+  

Dec.  26 Sun.  10:30am  Lynn Gonnello+ 
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Saturday Vigil:  4:00pm 
Sunday:  7:30, 9:00  & 10:30am 

Monday-Friday  7:30am 
Holy Days:  Vigil 4:00pm 

7:30am & 6:00pm 
 
 

Confession: 
Saturday:  2:30pm 

Those wishing to receive the  
sacrament 

should be here at 2:30  
 

First Friday 
7:30am Mass followed 

by confessions 
 

First Saturday 
7:30 Mass followed by  

confessions 
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Reverend John Barrow 

 
Retired Assisting  Clergy 
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Monday-Friday               
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Youth Activities 
DRE:  Mrs. Donna Hernandez 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Adult Education (RCIA)  
& Lectors 

Christine Michaelian 
Thursday 6:30pm-8:00pm 

 

Adoration                        

M-F 8:00am –12m in Church 
Mo Wallace 

TWINONEMO@AOL.COM 
772-285-2688 

 

Servants of the Eucharist & 
Care of the Sick 
Kathleen Sullivan 

 
Annulments 
John Ginnetti 

 

Men of Saint Andrew  
Dave Olio 

Monday evening 6:30-8pm 

davidolio333@gmail.com 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Norma Olio 

1st Wednesday of each month 
10:30 am 

 

Pro-Life Ministry 
Michele Williams 

 

Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00am 
Tuesday 6:30pm 

 

Ignatian  Spirituality  
Prayer Group 

Weds.  8:30am-10:00am 
(Lenten Retreat  Thurs. 8:30am) 

 
Disciples of Prayer  

Camille Lascari & 
Bob Greeson 

 
Parish Website 

saintandrewcatholic.org 
Webmaster; 

Michael Brennan 
 

Community Outreach 
APOSTLES OF               
JOHN PAUL II 
Please call for an  

appointment 
772-291-0002   

 

Rosary Maker’s Ministry 
Kathleen Sullivan 

Wednesday 10:00am 
 

     Ushers   
 Jane Engelbrecht  

ejanybrainy@yahoo.com  
 
 

 
Please join us in praying the Chaplet on Mondays after the daily 7:30am Mass in room C We pray 

for our Country, our Priests and for the Sanctity of Life. 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
Wednesday, December 15th           

6:00pm Confessions 
 

Saturday, December 18th  
2:30pm Confessions   



Prayer to           

St. Michael 
  

Saint Michael the  Archangel, defend us in battle, be our  

protection against the wickedness and the snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray and do thou, O Prince   
of the heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell 
Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world for the 
ruin of souls.  Amen.  

Mary, Queen of the Apostles, and     

Patroness of Our Diocese, pray for us.   

Prayers  Before Mass 

All of the information needed for today’s liturgy is found in  
this bulletin,  including Readings, and Responses. 
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December, 12th 2021 Third Sunday of Advent  

The Third Sunday of Advent 
What is special about the                                     
Third Sunday of Advent?  

For much of the Church’s history, this Sunday had a special 
name: “Gaudete” Sunday. The traditions surrounding this 
Sunday go back as far as the fourth or fifth century, as does 
the season of Advent itself. Advent, our preparation for 
Christmas, was originally a forty-day penitential season like 
Lent. In fact, since it used to begin on November 12 (just 
after the Memorial of St. Martin of 

Tours), it was called “St. Martin’s Lent.” “Gaudete Sunday” was the Advent counterpart to 
“Laetare Sunday,” which marks the midpoint in Lent.  
On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent shifts its focus. For the first two weeks of Advent, 
the focus can be summed up in the phrase, “The Lord is coming.” But beginning with Gaudete 
Sunday, the summary might be, “The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a lighter mood and 
a heightened sense of joyous anticipation. Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The priest 
usually wears rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete Sunday and Laetare Sunday. 
On this day, we light the third candle of the Advent wreath, which is also rose-colored, or if 
you prefer, pink. The word “Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” In times when the focus of our 
anticipation is often on the negative and fearful, this celebration is a reminder that God who 
loves us is still in charge and that we await his coming not with fear, but with tremendous joy. 

Penitential Act: A 
 

The Confiteor 
  

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and 
sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done and what I have failed to 
do, through my fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-virgin,     
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sis-
ters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.   

Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation  he came down from heaven,  
All  bow at the words that follow, up to and including  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the  
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is adored  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church, I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come.   Amen. 

St. Andrew Christmas  Novena  
 
Hail and blessed be the hour 
and moment in which the Son 
of god was born of the most 
pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, 
in Bethlehem, in piercing cold.  
In that hour, vouchsafe, O my 
God! To hear my prayer and 
grant my desire, through the 
merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed 
Mother. Amen.  
( It is piously believed that whoever recites the prayer fifteen times  
a day from the feast of St, Andrew (30th November) until Christmas 
will obtain what is asked.)  
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Isaiah 12:2-3,4,5-6 

 
R. (6)  Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you 

is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
God indeed is my savior; 

    I am confident and unafraid. 
My strength and my courage is the LORD, 

    and he has been my savior. 
With joy you will draw water 
    at the fountain of salvation. 

R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is 
the great and Holy One of Israel. 

Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name; 
    among the nations make known his deeds, 

proclaim how exalted is his name. 
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is 

the great and Holy One of Israel. 
Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement; 

    let this be known throughout all the earth. 
Shout with exultation, O city of Zion, 

    for great in your midst 
    is the Holy One of Israel! 

R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is 
the great and Holy One of Israel.  

Gathering Hymn 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.     
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor.   

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 SECOND READING                                                                     
 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul          
to the Philippians              Philippians 14:4-7 

 

Brothers and sisters: 
Rejoice in the Lord always. 
I shall say it again:  rejoice! 

Your kindness should be known to all. 
The Lord is near. 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,  
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  

make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding  

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 FIRST READING                                                                      
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zehaniah 

                 Zephaniah 3:14-18a(9C)  
 

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! 
        Sing joyfully, O Israel! 
    Be glad and exult with all your heart, 
        O daughter Jerusalem! 
    The LORD has removed the judgment against you 
        he has turned away your enemies; 
    the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, 
        you have no further misfortune to fear. 
    On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
        Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged! 
    The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
        a mighty savior; 
    he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
        and renew you in his love, 
    he will sing joyfully because of you, 
        as one sings at festivals.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL 
 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. 
 
3. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the law, 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
 
4. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
From ev’ry foe deliver them 
That trust thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
 
5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 
Text: LM with refrain; ‘O’ Antiphons, Latin, 9th cent.; verses 1, 3–6 para. in Psalteriolum 
Cantionum Catholicarum, Cologne, 1710; tr. by John M. Neale, 1818–1866; verses 2, 7 tr. 
fr. The Hymnal 1940, alt. 
Music: Chant, Mode I; Processionale, French, 15th cent.; adapt. by Thomas Helmore, 1811
–1890. 

The Third Sunday of Advent is Called       
Gaudete Sunday, the day when we light the pink     
Candle on the Advent wreath (hence the ‘pink candle’          
Sunday). Rose vestments are worn to emphasize our joy that 
Christmas is near. Gaudete means "rejoice”. This day       
reminds us of the joy that is to come, and serves, amid this 
season of penance, as a kind of ‘break’ when we recall the 
hope we have because of the coming of Our Lord Jesus.  
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Closing Hymn Gospel                             Luke  3:10-18 

 
 
 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.  
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”  
He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks  
should share with the person who has none. And whoever 
has food should do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to 
be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should 
we do?” He answered them, “Stop collecting more than 
what is prescribed.” Soldiers also asked him, “And what is 
it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice 
extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied 

with your wages.”  

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. 
John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with 
water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to 
loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn,  but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good 

news to the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 

“Kneel down and render the 
tribute of your presence and 

devotion to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  

Confide all your needs to 
Him, along with those of 

others. Speak to Him with 
Filial abandonment, give 
Him complete freedom to 
work in you as He thinks 
best.”  

Will you spend one hour  with our Lord  in the                               
Blessed Sacrament? 

Last Will and Testament  
 
  Please Remember your 

Church  
 

St. Andrew  
               In your Last Will and Testament  

 

Sing a Joyful Song 
Jim Farrell 
 
Refrain 
Sing a joyful song to the Lord! 
Alleluia! 
Let the heavens and earth rejoice! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
1. The heavens proclaim God’s name, 
and earth in reply 
echoes back with  
joyful songs of praise! 
 
2. Our God is a mighty God, 
unequalled in pow’r, 
yet with gentle mercy 
covers the earth. 
 
3. Sing praise, O Jerusalem! 
Sing praise to your King, 
ruling earth with justice 
age after age. 
 
4. Sing praise to the God of gods, 
the Ancient of Days! 
Holy, holy, holy 
Lord of all! 
 
Text: Based on Psalm 145. Text and music © 1984, OCP. All rights reserved. 

Is Frequent Confession Necessary? 

Church law requires us to confess serious sins at least once a 
year. Many Catholics find this difficult, so we should investigate 
the reasons for this precept. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church observes that “setting things right” with God establish-
es the foundation on which we properly build or rebuild rela-
tions with one another (see Nos. 1455-1458). Admitting guilt is 
a way of looking at ourselves the way God does. This is not an 
invitation to self-punishment, but is a way of recognizing God’s 
mercy to us, and of encouraging us to show the same mercy to 
others. 

Such reconciliation insures our readiness for the Eucharist (see 
Catechism, No. 2042) and also equips us to proclaim the Gos-
pel. “In order that the message of salvation can show the pow-
er of its truth and radiance before men, it must be authenticat-
ed by the witness of the life of Christians” (No. 2044). 

Why hesitate to avail ourselves of sacramental confession? 
Fear? If so, we might approach the priest outside the confes-
sional and explain our reluctance. He will surely be compas-
sionate. We must remember the loving Christ who longs to 
welcome us. St. Augustine wrote: “Whoever confesses … sins 
… is already working with God.… Destroy what you have 
made, so that God may save what he has made.” 

Byline: Father Reginald Martin  
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The  Sanctuary  
Candles are for  
the intention of  

 Cinalli & Lucente 

Families  
The Candles at the Shrine of Our  
Lady of Perpetual Help are for the 

intention of  

Gabriella & Trevor Deggeller

  

The Candles are burning during  
Adoration in the Church for the 

intention  
of  

Bob Thomas  

Weekend Marriage Builders 
   

Good Marriages Take Time  
 

Some days I think men, especially, inherit a double dose 
of impatience. That could explain why so many of us 

despise shopping and mutter when the driver in front of 
us balks at turning right on red. More than once , my 

wife, Debi, has said:” Sometimes I just don’t understand 
you at all!” Well, I haven't completely figured her out, 

either. After more than twenty years of marriage, there’s 
so much more we need to learn about living and loving 

as husband and wife. And it takes time.  
But why is that so exasperating? My guess is it’s part of 

human nature. A congenital hurry-bone of contention 
inherited from Adam and Eve who started the whole 
business by eating an apple guaranteed to give them 

instant knowledge.  
When we live by the false “faster is better” creed, we 

lose sight of contrasting truth: Relationships take lots of 
time to develop and nurture. They demand long hours 

and years and even decades to work.  
But when you stop to consider the alternative, it’s clear 
that marriage is worth the time. Why hurry to divorce 
court when you can take your time and nurture a deep 

commitment for the rest of your life?   
 
 Have you ever felt that your marriage should 

be better faster?  
 Why is it hard to be patient as relationships 

develop?  
 

 Genesis 3:1-19, Psalm 90:12, James 1:2-5 

ST. NICHOLAS TREE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

May St. Nicholas Inspire you that 
“it is more blessed to give than 

to receive!” 

 
We would like to suggest a gift card from 

either Publix, Walmart or Aldi to                         
distribute to the needs of the members of 

our parish community.  
 

Suggestions  
Family  of 2 $50.00 
Family of 3-4 $75.00 
Family of 5-6 $100.00 

 
Kindly include the dollar amount $$ 

on the outside of the envelope. 

Please return your envelope by 

December 19th, 2021 

 
May our Lord reward you and 

your loved ones for your  

generosity!  

The Apostles of John Paul II 
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APOSTLES OF JOHN PAUL II 
2100 SE Cove Road, Stuart, FL 34997 

 
 
 
 
 

0PEN Friday 9-12Noon 
Please call for an appointment 

772-291-0002  WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

 
We love having you as part of our Flock! Keep in touch with  us 

via email and text!   
 

Text 4ANDREW to 84576 or connect with us online at          

saintandrewcatholic.org/stay-in-touch  

Disciples of Prayer 
 

St. Andrew’s Church has established a ministry of  prayer,                   
“St. Andrew’s Disciples of  Prayer”.                                                       

If you or a loved one, friend or neighbor, has a need of prayer or, 
if you have a  

generous spirit and can spend 5 to 10 minutes a day  praying for 
special intentions,  
please contact ; 

Camille at qtcatccl@gmail.com 
or 

Bob at cobra12220@aol.com 
to place someone on the prayer list, or if you are called by the                  

Holy Spirit to pray. 

What Should Take Priority in the                      
Examination of Conscience?  

In the Sacrament of Penance, Catholics are obliged to con-
fess serious (mortal) sins in kind and number since their last 
confession. If one is uncertain of the number, then an esti-
mate is acceptable. Hence, one should always begin there: 
What are the more serious sins I have committed that may 
likely be mortal sins? No exact list of mortal sins can be giv-
en here since circumstances are important and because 
many sins have a range between serious and lighter matter. 
For example, gossip is usually not a mortal sin, but it might 
become so if reputations are ruined. Regarding lies, there 
are serious lies that cause harm and smaller lies that do 
less harm and are told merely to avoid awkward situations. 
That said, we could generate something of a “hot list” of sins 
that tend to be more serious. There are sins against faith, 
such as idolatry and serious superstition. There is the sin of 
missing Mass without a serious reason, refusing the worship 
that is God’s due and refusing holy Communion, which is 
essential for us. There is invoking the name of God to curse 
rather than to bless, or making false oaths invoking God’s 
name. Serious disrespect to parents and lawful authority or 
the refusal to obey significant and just laws can become 
serious. Significant neglect of parents in their old age can 
also be serious. 
Endangering the lives of others through reckless behavior 
can be serious as is the harboring of hateful and vengeful 
feelings, violent outbursts and other forms of destructive 
anger, whether verbal or physical. Abortion, or helping oth-
ers to procure abortion, is gravely sinful, and so is the ne-
glect to assist or warn others whose lives are endangered 
physically or spiritually. The willful viewing of pornography 
and the masturbation that often accompanies this, engaging 
in fornication, adultery and homosexual acts, are all mortal 
sins. 
Stealing significant items or the intellectual or creative prop-
erty of others can be mortal, as is damaging the goods or 
property of others in significant ways. Withholding the truth 
and lying can become serious, especially if the matter in-
volves the reputation of others or important information they 
must have. Greed (coveting), too, can become serious 
when we act on it in ways that harm others significantly. 
Circumstances will sometimes reduce culpability even in 
objectively serious matters. But these sorts of sins are a 
place to begin. Another way to focus when going to confes-
sion when mortal sins are not a huge problem is to focus on 
a particular part of our life, such as family relationships, or 
on a particular sin, such as gluttony. Perhaps, too, we can 
look to sins of omission, not merely to what we have done. 
Attitudes such as fear, prejudice, pettiness, ingratitude and 
so forth can also be a particular focus to bring to the          
sacrament. Msgr. Charles E. Pope  
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Grade:1,2,3,4,5 Sunday  9:00-10:15am 
Grade: 6,7,8,9 Wednesday  6:30-8:00pm 

 December Schedule  

Sat Dec-11 4:00 
MASS  

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE  

Sun  Dec-12 CCD  CHRISTMAS  BAKE SALE 
(CHURCH DECORATING) 
11:45AM 

Wed Dec-15 CCD  ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
DURING CLASS  

 Dec-19 22,  26  & 29    NO CCD  

St. Andrew Prayer Shawl Ministry 

This Ministry is available to anyone who would like to join us in 
this giving ministry. We meet the first Wednesday of the month 
at 10:30 am in the church  Room A. May God bless all who 
contribute in any way. “ One of the secrets of life is that all that 
is really worth doing is what we do for others’. Lewis Carroll                                                               
For further information or to receive a shawl contact:                           

Norma  772-919-5963 or nolio91@gmail.com  

Our 2021 Christmas Schedule   
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
Wednesday, December 15th           

6:00pm Confessions 
 

Saturday, December 18th  
2:30pm Confessions  

 

Christmas Vigil Masses 
Friday, December 24th  

3:00pm Holy Rosary followed by Mass; 
10:00 Holy Rosary followed by Mass  

 

Christmas Day Masses 
Saturday, December 25th 

The Holy Mass will be celebrated at 
7:30am 9:00am & 10:30am,                 

NO 4:00pm Vigil mass or Confessions  
 

Sunday Dec. 26th  
Regular Sunday Masses  

7:30am, 9:00am & 10:30am  
 

Friday,  December 31st 
7:30am Mass only  

 

Saturday,  January 1, 2022 
 ( New Year’s Day) 

Not a Holy Day  
Masses are  

7:30am , 9:00am & 10:30am,                 
NO 4:00pm Vigil mass or Confessions  

 

Sunday January 2, 2022 
Regular Sunday Masses  

7:30am, 9:00am & 10:30am 

Thank you to all the parishioners that           

participated with the sock a thon. We will be able 
to warm many senior feet this Christmas season.  
The youth of our parish will wrap the socks to   
distribute to area nursing homes.  
 
Again thanks again for helping.  
 
Blessings,  
Donna Hernandez 

Celebrate Bambinelli Sunday  
“ Bless the Baby Jesus” 

Sunday, December 12th, 2021 

CCD Gifts & Crafts Sale   
December 11th –12th   

Before & after  ALL Masses.  
All proceeds Support the Steubenville Youth         

Conference this Summer   

Suffering  for Souls, Teaching on Feelings                         
During Holy Mass, I saw Jesus stretched out on the Cross, and 
He said to me, My pupil, have great love for those who cause 
you suffering. Do good to those who hate you. I answered, "O 
my Master, You see very well that I feel no love for them, and 
that troubles me."    Jesus answered, It is not always within your 
power to control your feelings. You will recognize that you have 
love if, after having experienced annoyance and contradiction, 
you do not lose your peace, but pray for those who have made 

you suffer and wish them well (Diary, 1628).                                                                                 

Thank You, Jesus, for teaching me about my feelings when 
annoyed by people. Help me to love them and remain in peace. 

Whenever I think of them, remind me to pray for them.  
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One of the worst  nightmares for parents is to bury their own child. The man had lost his 
son and could not stop thinking about life without him. He was in pain and couldn't  believe his son was 
gone. He cried and cried every day and night, he missed his son, he wished he was different. He could not 
sleep at night, and when he succeeded he did not sleep long.  
One night an old man came to him in sleep and said, “Enough! You’re just crying. “ The man told him, “I 
can’t stop, I’ll never see him again!’. The old man asked, “Do you want to see him again?” The father     
replied, “Yes, of course I do, “ and the old man led him to the gates of heaven , where he saw many little  
children. They laughed and joyfully carried lighted candles to the gates of heaven. The father asked,             
“ Where is my son?? Why isn’t he with them? Who are these children?” The old man replied, “ Come here, 
and led him to the side door of the heavenly gate. There stood a little boy with a beautiful smile and an unlit 
candle, watching all the children enter through the gate. When the father saw him, he ran and hugged him. 
The boy kissed his father's cheeks and told him he missed him. The father asked, “ Why isn't your candle lit 
like other children’s candles? Why are you waiting here by the side of heaven’s door?”  
The boy said, “ I keep trying to light a candle, but your tears keep extinguishing the flame. Knowing you’re 
so sad and in grief, I’m waiting here until you stop crying.” “ Light a candle and let go, everything will be 
fine. Now I know you will be happy in heaven, I will be ok.”  “ Don’t cry too long for a loved one you’ve 
lost, whether it’s a son, a daughter, a husband, a mother, or a father. “ May they rest in peace. Don’t torment 
your life because of their departure, honestly– they won’t come back because you are tormented, but believe 
that you will be together again. The Creator has prepared a place for us and our loved ones where we will  
all meet together when we leave this world. That’s why it’s important to trust Him.  

Saint Andrew Catholic Church’s Respect Life Vision 
 Our Respect Life Team will speak out and educate our Parish families and Friends utilizing our Catholic faith based on St John Paul II teachings: 
The Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus saving message to the world. Every human person is a “ manifestation of God in the world…” Our Re-
spect Life Team will stay informed of the Church’s teachings, such as abortion, end of Life decisions and The Corporal Works of Mercy. We will 
be aware of laws and policies that impact our values. We will be aware of local, state and national positions. Engage our youth Leaders with     
Students for Life. We will promote Prayer, Adoration, Corporal Works of mercy and defend life at all stages.  Every gift we are given from God is 
meant not just for us but meant to Shape how we speak and act so that we become stronger witnesses to 
His Word. If interested please contact David Olio 772-919-2555. 
If interested please add your name and information to RESPECT LIFE in Flocknote 


