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Altar
  Celebration of Thanksgiving
The altar is “the center of thanksgiving that the 
Eucharist accomplishes” and the point around 
which the other rites are in some manner arrayed. 
Since the Church teaches that “the altar is Christ,” 
its composition should reflect the nobility, beauty, 
strength, and simplicity of the One it represents. In 
new churches there is to be only one altar so that it 
“signifies to the assembly of the faithful the one Christ 
and the one Eucharist of the Church.” It is “built of 
living stone.”

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!” [John 1:29]

“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
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power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 
I have received this command from my Father.” [John 
10:17-18]

The Catechism of the Catholic Church identifies the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass as “the source and 
summit of Christian life.” [CCC 1324; cit. Lumen 
Gentium 11.1] In the separate consecration of the bread 
as His body and the wine as His blood, Jesus offers His 
human life entirely to the Father in cooperation with the 
Holy Spirit. In this act of total self-sacrifice, He removes 
the impediment to union between man and God, which 
is sin. The Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world 
before our very eyes. In giving thanks, we consummate 
the sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin through the 
reception of Holy Communion with the Lamb of 
Sacrifice.
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