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There was a time when the people of Israel 
were exiled into Babylon for years and they 
wondered if they would ever return to their 
homeland. But one day, amidst this exiled 
people who were tired and disappointed, 
God raised up a prophet, who proclaimed 
that liberation was at hand. The people got 
ready, but years went by, and nothing 
happened. The Israelites thus fell into 
discouragement once again. When shall 
God’s word be realized? Is God keeping 
His promises? 

The prophet answered them saying, “Just 
as from the heavens the rain and the snow 
come down and do not return there till they 
have watered the earth making it fertile 
and fruitful …, so shall my word … not 
return to me void.” (1st reading).  

Has anything like this ever happened to 
us? Oftentimes, we are seized by a kind of 
distrust when we do not receive the 
immediate realization of God’s love and 
mercy or the promised rewards of a 
virtuous life. For if we look around us, it 
seems that those who are successful in 
this world are the wicked, the shrewd, the 
dishonest, and the corrupt.  

Jesus presents to us, in today’s Gospel 
reading, some answers to the difficulties 
we go through each day in the parable of 
the farmer and the seed. In the time of 
Jesus, the farmer did not begin by hoeing 
or plowing, or weeding. He first sowed and 
then hoed or plowed.  We can thus 
understand how the seed could fall among 
the stones, or among the weeds or thorns, 
or on the small paths formed in the field. 
The areas among the stones and among 
the weeds, the good soil, and the paths in 
the field become the seedbed which refers 
to the people who receive God’s Word – 
the seeds. After the seeds had been sown, 
the farmer would pass with his hoe or plow.  

Jesus was telling this story at a time when 

even after working miracles, preaching 
good things, doing wonderful works for the 
people of Israel, he was, nevertheless, 
thrown out of his town of Nazareth. He was 
treated as mad and a drunkard as they 
accused him of mingling with sinners and 
outcasts. The Pharisees just wanted to get 
rid of him. In other words, the whole of his 
preaching seemed to have fallen on deaf 
ears. The condit ions were total ly 
unfavorable, and his words seemed 
destined to die out. But in this parable, 
Jesus says that in spite of all 
contradictions and obstacles, his word will 
yield abundant fruit because it holds in 
itself the irresistible force of life. There will 
be people who reject his word outright, 
others who receive it and reject it later; still 
others who receive it, treasure it and put it 
into practice. The problem, therefore, is not 
in receiving God’s word. The problem is in 
treasuring it and putting it into practice.  

The time of sowing God’s word is always a 
difficult time.  Our times make it more 
difficult. St. Paul, in the second reading, 
(the letter to the Romans) spoke of these 
times when he said that it is a time of 
groaning and crying in pain, but it is not 
the groaning and crying of death, rather, it 
is the beginning of new life.  

There is no difficulty in receiving God’s 
Word. However, it is not enough to just 
receive God’s Word. It is not enough to 
hear and understand His Word. Instead, we 
need to take it to heart and do our part to 
make it real and alive.  

If the seed is to grow and bear fruit, it 
needs good and fertile soil. Seeds do not 
grow by themselves. Seeds need the right 
type of soil to receive them in order to 
germinate. As Christ solemnly says, 
“Unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth 
and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” (John 
12:24). 

First Reading:   Isaiah 55:10-11 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 65 
 – The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
Second Reading:   Romans 8:18-23 
Gospel:     Matthew 13:1-23 
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Cast into the Deep (July 16) 

Stop and Listen 

Nelle Orsburn 

The sound of the alarm going off in the morning; the drip, drip, dripping of  the coffee  through the filter 

into the cup; water in the shower running; the microwave’s “ding”; the newsperson’s report on a 

sigalert—all these in the first few minutes of our day.  Our ears are assailed by a cacophony of sounds 

that all end up somewhere in our brain, our brain that is slowly coming out of the fog of sleep.  And as 
the day progresses, there is  likewise a progression of sounds,  some directed to us and some that we 

create ourselves.   

In contrast, against the backdrop of the evening stars, there settles a quiet as the world slumbers punctuated only by an 
occasional car driving by or a dog barking, awakened by something or someone.  In this nighttime quiet, you can almost 

hear yourself think. 

World Listening Day is coming up in two days, on Tuesday, July 18th.  Since its inception in 2010, World Listening Day, 

invites us to be more aware of the sounds around us.  It encourages us to unplug and listen to the sound of the earth, of 

nature. How soothing it is. 

Sometimes I  find myself awake early in the morning while it is still dark and silent. Then 
soon enough, the world gradually awakens.  The birds start chirping, one here, another 

there and pretty soon there is a chorus of birds singing.  If you listen closely, you can 
almost hear the conversation they are having, However, it is not limited to bird sounds.  

There’s lot of rustling beneath my window.  I could almost imagine the leaves of trees 
shaking themselves awake.  But of course it may be the breeze, or a lizard scurrying after 

prey, or a possum or some other creature getting ready for the day or going home after a 
night’s foraging. 

On World Listening Day we are encouraged to learn how to listen and to practice listening.  Not just to the sounds of the 
earth and of nature, but to our neighbor of the moment. This could be our spouse, our child, our coworker, a friend, a 

client, etc. But how do we listen?  Attentively, mindfully, completely.  Therefore, to listen means to have patience.  Make 

sure you are hearing the words and listening to the words.  If one is in a hurry or impatiently listening, it would be easy to 
miss the words or sentences being said and could easily lead to misunderstanding.  Instead one has to be empty of one’s 

own ideas. There can be no judgements. Listen to this imaginary conversation. Emily: “I spoke with Isabela and…” Laura: “ 
You can’t do that. That’s not the right way to go about it.”  Emily: “But.. But…” Laura: “ This is what you need to do….” 

We know what happens next— Emily clams up, she feels sad,  upset and frustrated.  She is no closer to a solution. Laura 
is not very happy either. She may even feel a little guilty for interrupting Emily’s story.  

In fact, keep in mind, that one shouldn’t offer solutions unless specifically requested to provide one.  
Even then, instead of offering  an outright solution, it would be better to accompany Emily in her 

discernment.  More often than not, though,  just by the action  of attentive and active listening, the one 

listened to has a light bulb moment and understands what she needs to do. I would like to think that 
the Holy Spirit was the light bulb moment, the Holy Spirit who could be present because of attentive 

listening, i.e., listening in love and out of love. 

Finally, we also learn to listen and to practice listening to our inner voice. In stillness, the inner voice speaks louder. And 

that inner voice, is the Holy Spirit. In the din of everyday life, if we do not stop and quiet down our environment and our 

words, we may not hear the promptings of the Holy Spirit, he who is the Grace that allows us to discern the will of the 

Father and to do it. 

Jesus tells the apostles, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest awhile.” (Mark 6:31)  We can take this  

invitation for ourselves, to be quiet and listen to the earth, to nature, to listen to what the other is trying to say and to 
listen to our inner voice and the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

Happy Listening! 

(First Printing:  July 18, 2021) 
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Proclaiming the Word 

Lector Ministry 

In our celebration of the Holy Mass, we meet Jesus in many ways.  As we begin our celebration 

we encounter Jesus in each person and when we pause to greet one another, we remember 

that Jesus is in each one of us.  Then, in the Liturgy of the Word, Jesus comes to us in his Word. 

At Holy Communion, we are nourished by his Body and Blood. And as we leave the Church at the 

end of  the Mass, we pray that we can be Jesus to each one that we meet, “… no longer I who 

live but Christ who  lives in me” (Galatians 2:20) 

Today we shine a  light on the lectors and their ministry. Those who proclaim God's word in the 

liturgy are known as Lectors. They may also be called Readers or Ministers of the Word.  

“When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to his people, and 

Christ, present in his word, proclaims the Gospel. Therefore, the readings from the Word of God 

are to be listened to reverently by everyone, for they are an element of the greatest importance 

in the Liturgy.” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal [GIRM], no. 29) Thus, we note that the 

Lector Ministry and being a lector is an integral part of the Liturgy. In essence, the lector takes 

the printed page and gives life to it, gives life to the life-giving Word. (cf Hebrews 4:12) 

Just as we listen reverently to the Word of God being proclaimed in the Mass, the lector 

approaches the scripture and  the proclaiming of it with the same reverence. Just as the 

Eucharistic Minister lovingly gives Jesus in the Eucharist to the communicant, the lector gives 

Jesus in His word to the people of God with the same care, love and awe. Being a lector is a 

privilege but also  a responsibility. 

As such, it is presumed that lectors are Catholics of good standing, with a deep love of 

scriptures, eager to share the Word of God with their fellow parishioners, and ready to avail 

themselves of all the means to deepen their faith and improve the effectiveness of their service.   

One might think that going up to the ambo in front of so many people is a scary proposition.  

Add to that having to  read the scripture in just the right way, not too dramatic but not too 

deadpan, either, enunciating well and not tripping over those Biblical names.  Of course it is 

natural to feel nervousness, for some more than for others. Use the nervousness as a motivation 

to practice  more and thus proclaim better.  More importantly, offer it up to Jesus.  Before every 

action, we say, “For you, Jesus.” so even  in the physical act of proclaiming the Word, we say, 

“For  you Jesus.  For  you in the people listening to your Word.”   

Being a lector is a calling and we pray for the grace to  hear the call and to answer the call. As St. 

Paul says,  “But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift....And he 

gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers 

to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…” (Ephesians 

4:7, 11-12) 

Finally, a useful quote from St. Paul to keep in your back pocket on trying days in ministry (and 

they do come), “Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if 

we do not give up. So then, while we have the opportunity, let us 

do good to all, but especially to those who belong to the family of 

the faith.” (Galatians 6:9-10)  ❖ 

“… so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 
harvest.”  (Mt 9:38) 

If you feel called to be a lector, contact the Lector Ministry Coordinator, Claire 
Hickey at cmhickey56@gmail.com  or leave your name, email, and telephone 
number at the Parish Office (818-352-3218).  We will be having a Lector Training 
Session sometime in the Fall. 

mailto:cmhickey56@gmail.com


OLL School Golf Tournament 
What do you get when you 
combine a beautiful day, a 
championship golf course, fun and 
camaraderie, and a chance to 
raise money and awareness of 
Catholic schools education?  Well, 

you get the 1st Annual OLL Charity Golf Tournament at the 
Moorpark Country Club on July 31st! 

Join us for an amazing day as communities across the Foothills and 
beyond support our OLL families!   

Foursomes, Singles and Sponsorship opportunities are 
available.  Visit www.ollcharitygolftournament.com to register today! 
Questions:  Contact Anita Salerno-Dominguez at 818.397.5178. 
See Flyer on p 8. 
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In the News: 

 
 

       a/o 7/5/23   
          Goal:     $44,396.00   
    Pledged:     $36,292.25   
          Paid:    $27,464.58   

Over/Under Goal:            

If you haven’t submitted your pledge, it is not too late. Pledge 
envelopes are in the bulletin racks. Thank you for your generosity. 

Parish Stewardship:  

1st Week (4/30)  $  9,222    
2nd Week (5/7)   $12,447   
3rd Week (5/14)  $  7,133  
4th Week  (5/21)  $  8,154   
TOTAL    $36,956   

Today, Sunday July 16th from 

8:00 am to 2:00 pm in the auditorium. To make 
an appointment, please call 1-800 RED CROSS 
or register online at https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html. 

Masks are no longer required when entering the auditorium but 
personal preference will be respected. Thank you. 

National Needs in the US. Today’s second collection is a 
combined collection for the National Needs in  the U.S.  The 
designated National Needs are: Catholic University of America, 
Catholic Communications campaign, Catholic Home Mission 
Appeal, and  the Pastoral Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

Papal Prayer Intention for :   
July: For a Eucharistic life 
We pray that Catholics may place the 
celebration of the Eucharist at the heart of 
their lives, transforming human relationships in 
a very deep way and opening to the encounter 
with God and all their brothers and sisters.  

Seniors 55+ Group  
Join the Seniors 55+ Group (for single, separated, divorced and 

widowed women) on Saturday, July 22 for the 5 p.m. Mass 

followed by dinner at a local restaurant.  Meet at the hospitality 

patio at 4:50 p.m. 

Call the parish office and leave your name, email 

and phone number before July 20 so we know 

how many to expect for dinner.  

Back to School with Backpacks of Love! 

Backpacks of Love campaign is in full swing.  We 
need your support to provide 400 backpacks filled 

with school supplies for students whose families are 
struggling. 

Cash and check donations may be dropped off or mailed 
to the Parish Office at 7344 Apperson St, Tujunga, CA 91042. 
Please make the checks payable to: Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas. Call Teresa at 818-648-9879, or email her at 
Tajb04@roadrunner.com if you have any questions.  

Thank you for your constant support! 
Court San Ysidro #1507 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

From the OLL Religious Education Program 
Registration for the fall semester will begin the week of Sept. 5th. 
All students will need to register, both 1st year and those returning for 
2nd year. The first class for the fall semester will begin on Sept. 26th. 

Do you want to be an R.E. Teacher? We are also looking for 
anyone interested in becoming an R.E. teacher. If you have an hour 
and 20 minutes on Tuesday’s and would like to bring the word of God 
& the Sacraments of Reconciliation & First Holy Communion to the 
children, please contact the parish office at (818) 352-3218 or 
Gloriann McGowan at (213) 278-8910 with any questions.  

Friday, Sept 8 to  
Sunday, Sept 10 

NO  

in July 

FAMILY FUN DAYS 

https://www.ollcharitygolftournament.com/
https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html


July 16, 2023      Our Lady of Lourdes  www.ollchurch.us             5 

Protect children with disabilities 

Children living with disabilities are nearly three 
times more at risk for abuse and maltreatment, 
compared to children who do not have special 
needs. This mistreatment can range from 
physical, sexual, or emotional abuse or 
neglect. Safe adults can help prevent this 

abuse, by recognizing the higher risk for these children and being 
alert to any signs of abuse. Because parents and caregivers of 
these children are at increased risk of stress and isolation, abuse 
may be harder to spot. For more information, read the 
VIRTUS® article “Children Living with Disabilities and Risk for Child 
Maltreatment and Victimization” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 

Read the VIRTUS® article “Children Living with Disabilities and Risk 
for Child Maltreatment and Victimization” here.  

Celebrating our Saint for the Week 

July 18: St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest: (1550 - 1614): St.  
Camillus was an unlikely saint as he was wont to get into trouble in his 
youth because of his gambling and his aggressive nature.  But God had 
other plans for him.  Having gambled away all his possessions, he 
sought work at the Capuchin Friary.  There a Friar recognized his better 
nature, and Camillus experienced a conversion after listening to the  
Friar’s exhortation.  He attempted to enter the novitiate but was denied 
admission mainly because of a leg wound he sustained during the war 
while he served in the army and which was deemed incurable.  
Eventually, he was able to pursue seminary studies and was ordained 
at the age of 34.  He devoted his life in caring for the sick and founded 

a religious order with a ministry to care for the sick. (Order of Clerks 
Regular, Ministers of the Infirm) St. Camillus continued to suffer from 
his leg wound but did not let that stop him from ministering to the sick 
and the poor. It is said that St. Camillus possessed the gifts 
of healing and prophecy. Pope Benedict XIV canonized him in 1746. 

“Think well. Speak well. Do well. These three things, through 

the mercy of God, will make a man go to Heaven.” 

Eucharistic Revival Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who promised to stay with us always, until the end of 
the age. 

Reawaken our wonder at His presence in the Most Holy Eucharist. 
May our hearts burn within us as He opens the Scriptures and 
breaks the bread. 

Give us the eyes of faith to recognize His presence in our brothers 
and sisters, especially in the face of the poor and the suffering. 

Nourished by the Eucharist, send us forth to walk faithfully as 

missionary disciples, proclaiming the Gospel to 
every heart and extending Your kingdom to every 
land. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

“The poor and sick are the heart of God. In serving them, we 

serve Jesus Christ.” 

Readings for July 17 to 23, 2023 

Mass Intentions 

July 15 to 21, 2023 
 
 

Saturday July 15   5:00 PM 
Eduardo Herrera †     Celso Punit † 
Bernadette Ramos †    Clara Isidro † 
Theresa Garcia † -- 40th Day  
Karen Freiheit -- Birthday Blessing 
Jim & Linda Santos -- 45th Wedding Anniversary Thanksgiving 

Sunday July 16      7:00 AM 
Isabel Morales †  

      8:30 AM 
Paula Patricia Rodriguez †--1st Death Anniversary 
Mateo Hernandez Mendez † 
Rosa † & Blanca Palomino † 

      10:30 AM 
Zenaida Jesmer † 
Jim Crevier † 

      12:30 PM 
Teresa Alvarez † 

Monday July 17     7:45 AM 
Louis Juvencio Gallegos † 
Jonathan Graf—Birthday Blessing   

Tuesday July 18    7:45 AM 
Jose Domingo Enriquez †-- 40th Day 
Carlos Marco -- Birthday Blessing 
Robert Velasquez -- Birthday Blessing 

Wednesday July 19   7:45 AM 
Alejandro Castro † 

Thursday July 20   7:45 AM  
Richard Lockhart †--3rd Death Anniversary 

Friday July 21    8:30 AM 
Mercedes Hoyng † 

"Whoever has ears ought to hear." 

Mt 13:9  

From scripture to life… 

How can you amend your ‘soil’ to accept the word of 

God and nurture it to grow and bear good fruit? 

7/ 17 Ex 1:8-14, 22 / Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8 / Mt 10:34—11:1  

7/ 18 Ex 2:1-15a / Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34 /  Mt 11:20-24  

7/ 19 Ex 3:1-6, 9-12 / Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7 / Mt 11:25-27  

7/ 20 Ex 3:13-20 / Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27 / Mt 11:28-30  

7/ 21 Ex 11:10—12:14 / Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 17-18 / Mt 12:1-8  

7/ 22 
Sgs 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17 / Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 / 
Jn 20:1-2, 11-18  

7/ 23 
Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 / 
Rom 8:26-27 /   Mt 13:24-43  

https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Disabilities.July15-16DYK.2023.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Disabilities.July15-16DYK.2023.pdf
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Proteja a los niños con discapacidad 
Los niños que viven con discapacidades corren 
casi tres veces más riesgo de abuso y maltrato, en 
comparación con los niños que no tienen 
necesidades especiales. Este maltrato puede 
variar desde abuso o negligencia físico, sexual o 
emocional. Los adultos de confianza pueden 

ayudar a prevenir este abuso al reconocer el mayor riesgo para estos 
niños y estar alertas a cualquier señal de abuso. Debido a que los 
padres de familia y cuidadores de estos niños corren un mayor riesgo 
de estrés y aislamiento, el abuso puede ser más difícil de detector. 
Para obtener más información, lea el artículo en inglés de 
VIRTUS® “Children Living with Disabilities and Risk for Child 
Maltreatment and Victimization” (Niños que viven con discapacidades y 
riesgo de maltrato y victimización infantil) en lacatholics.org/did-you-

know/. 

Lea el artículo en inglés de VIRTUS® “Children Living with Disabilities 
and Risk for Child Maltreatment and Victimization” (Niños que viven 

con discapacidades y riesgo de maltrato y victimización infantil) aquí. 

Intención de oración papal para:  
Julio: Por una vida eucarística 
Oramos para que los católicos puedan poner 
la celebración de la Eucaristía en el centro de 
sus vidas, transformando las relaciones 
humanas de manera muy profunda y 
abriéndose al encuentro con Dios y con todos 
sus hermanos y hermanas. 

Santo del Dia:  18 de julio: San Camilo de Lellis, sacerdote 
(1550 - 1614): San Camilo era un santo improbable ya que solía 
meterse en problemas en su juventud debido a su juego y su 
naturaleza agresiva. Pero Dios tenía otros planes para él. Habiendo 
apostado todas sus posesiones, buscó trabajo en el Convento de los 
Capuchinos. Allí un fraile reconoció su mejor naturaleza, y Camilo 
experimentó una conversión después de escuchar la exhortación del 
fraile. Fue ordenado a la edad de 34 años. Dedicó su vida al cuidado 
de los enfermos y fundó una orden religiosa con un ministerio para el 
cuidado de los enfermos.  Se dice que San Camilo poseía los dones 
de curación y profecía. El Papa Benedicto XIV lo canonizó en 1746. 

“Los pobres y los enfermos son el corazón de Dios. Al servirles, 
servimos a Jesucristo”. 

Oración del Renacimiento Eucarístico  

Padre Celestial, te damos gracias por el don de tu Hijo, nuestro Señor 

Jesucristo, que prometió estar con nosotros siempre, hasta el final de 
los tiempos. 

Te pedimos que vuelvas a despertar en nosotros el sentimiento de 

asombro ante Su presencia en la Santísima Eucaristía. Que nuestros 
corazones ardan cuando nos da a conocer las Escrituras y comparte 

el pan con nosotros. 

Concédenos que con los ojos de nuestra fe reconozcamos Su 

presencia en nuestros hermanos y hermanas, especialmente en los 
pobres y en los que sufren. 

Alimentados por la Eucaristía, envíanos para que caminemos 

fielmente como discípulos misioneros, proclamando el Evangelio a 

todos los corazones y extendiendo Tu reino a todas las naciones. 

Te lo pedimos por Cristo nuestro Señor. Amén.  

: Hoy, domingo 16 de 
julio, de 8:00 am a 2:00 pm en el auditorio.  
Para programar una cita, llame al 1-800 RED 
CROSS o regístrese en línea en  

https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html. Gracias. 

Necesidades Nacionales en los EE.UU. La segunda 
colecta de hoy es una colecta combinada para las 
Necesidades Nacionales en los EE. UU. Las Necesidades 
Nacionales designadas son: la Universidad Católica de 
América, la campaña de Comunicaciones Católicas, la 
Campaña de la Misión Nacional Católica y el Fondo de 
Solidaridad Pastoral para la Iglesia en África. Gracias por tu 

generosidad. 

El Torneo de Golf de la Escuela OLL es el 31 de julio. Únase a 
nosotros. Se encuentran disponibles oportunidades de Foursomes, 
Singles y Patrocinio.  Visite www.ollcharitygolftournament.com para 
registrarse hoy! Preguntas: comuníquese con Anita Salerno-
Domínguez al 818.397.5178. Consulte el folleto en la página 8. 

¡Regreso a Clases con Mochilas de Amor! La campaña 
Mochilas de Amor está en pleno apogeo. 
Necesitamos su apoyo para proporcionar 400 
mochilas llenas de útiles escolares para 

estudiantes cuyas familias tienen dificultades. 

Las donaciones en efectivo y cheques se pueden 
dejar o enviar por correo a la Oficina Parroquial en 7344 Apperson 
St, Tujunga, CA 91042. Haga los cheques a nombre de: Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas. Llame a Teresa al 818-648-9879 o 
envíele un correo electrónico a Tajb04@roadrunner.com si tiene 
alguna pregunta. 

¡Gracias por su apoyo constante! 
Cancha San Ysidro #1507 
Hijas Católicas de las Américas 

"Piensa bien. Habla bien. Hacer bien. Estas tres cosas, por la 
misericordia de Dios, harán que un hombre vaya al Cielo.” 

De las escrituras a la vida …    

  ¿Cómo puedes enmendar tu “tierra” para aceptar la 

palabra de Dios y nutrirla para que crezca y 

produzca buenos frutos? 

“El que tenga oídos, que oiga". 

Mt 13,9   

https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Disabilities.July15-16DYK.2023.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Disabilities.July15-16DYK.2023.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Disabilities.July15-16DYK.2023.pdf
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Hubo un periodo de tiempo en que el pueblo de Israel estuvo exiliado en 

Babilonia durante años y se preguntaban si alguna vez volverían a su tierra natal. 

Pero un día, en medio de este pueblo exiliado que estaba cansado y 

desilusionado, Dios elevó un profeta, quien proclamó que la liberación estaba 

cerca. La gente se preparó, pero pasaron los años y no pasó nada. Así, los 

israelitas volvieron a caer en el desánimo. ¿Cuándo se cumplirá la palabra de 

Dios? ¿Está Dios cumpliendo sus promesas? 

El profeta les respondió diciendo: "Como bajan del cielo la lluvia y la nieve y no 

vuelven allá, sino después de empapar la tierra, de fecundarla y hacerla germinar 

…, así será mi palabra… no volverá a mí sin resultado”. (1ra lectura). 

¿Nos ha pasado algo así alguna vez? A menudo, nos invade una especie de 

desconfianza cuando no recibimos la realización inmediata del amor y la 

misericordia de Dios o las recompensas prometidas de una vida virtuosa. Porque 

si miramos a nuestro alrededor, parece que los que tienen éxito en este mundo 

son los malvados, los astutos, los deshonestos y los corruptos. 

Jesús nos presenta, en la lectura del Evangelio de hoy, algunas respuestas a las 

dificultades que atravesamos cada día en la parábola del sembrador. En tiempos 

de Jesús, el agricultor no empezaba por cavar, ni por arar, ni por desherbar. Primero sembró y luego cavó o aró. Así 

podemos entender cómo la semilla pudo caer entre las piedras, o entre la maleza o los espinos, o en los caminitos 

formados en el campo. Las áreas entre los terrenos pedregosos y entre la maleza, la buena tierra y los caminos en el 

campo se convierten en el semillero que se refiere a las personas que reciben la Palabra de Dios: las semillas. Después de 

sembradas las semillas, el agricultor pasaba con su azadón o arado. 

Jesús contaba esta historia en un momento en que incluso después de hacer milagros, predicar cosas buenas, hacer obras 

maravillosas para el pueblo de Israel, había sido expulsado de su ciudad de Nazaret. Lo trataron como un loco y un 

borracho, ya que lo acusaron de mezclarse con pecadores y marginados. Los fariseos solo querían deshacerse de él. En 

otras palabras, toda su predicación parecía haber caído en saco roto. Las condiciones eran totalmente desfavorables y sus 

palabras parecían destinadas a extinguirse. Pero en esta parábola, Jesús dice que, a pesar de todas las contradicciones y 

obstáculos, su palabra dará frutos abundantes porque contiene en sí misma la fuerza irresistible de la vida. Habrá 

personas que rechacen su palabra de plano, otras que la reciban y luego la rechacen; aún otros que la reciben, la atesoran 

y la ponen en práctica. El problema, por lo tanto, no está en recibir la palabra de Dios. El problema está en atesorarlo y 

ponerlo en práctica. 

El tiempo de sembrar la palabra de Dios es siempre un tiempo difícil. Nuestros tiempos lo hacen más difícil. San Pablo, en 

la segunda lectura, (la carta a los Romanos) habla de estos tiempos cuando dice que es un tiempo de gemidos y llantos de 

dolor, pero no es el gemido y llanto de la muerte, sino que es el comienzo de una nueva vida. 

No hay dificultad en recibir la Palabra de Dios. Sin embargo, no es suficiente simplemente recibir la Palabra de Dios. No es 

suficiente escuchar y entender su Palabra. En cambio, debemos tomarlo en serio y hacer nuestra parte para que viva y sea 

real. 

Para que la semilla crezca y dé fruto, necesita tierra buena y fértil. Las semillas no crecen solas. Las semillas necesitan el 

tipo de suelo adecuado para recibirlas para poder germinar. Como Cristo dice solemnemente: “Si el grano de trigo no cae 

en tierra y muere, queda como un grano de trigo; pero si muere, da mucho fruto.” (Juan 12, 24). 

Decimoquinto Domingo Del Tiempo Ordinario 
Primera Lectura: Isaías 55, 10-11 
Salmo Responsorial: Salmo 65 
 – La semilla cayó en tierra buena y dio fruto. 
Segunda Lectura: Romanos 8, 18-23 
Evangelio: San Mateo 13, 1-23 
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Ministry Contact Name Email address Office # Cell # 

Adult Bible Classes Christopher Plance christopherplance@gmail.com  818-317-1542 

Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts Dan Kelgreen dirty_dan@earthlink.net  818-521-1137 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Robin Alonso achtungrobin@gmail.com  650-619-1635 

Children’s Liturgies & RCIA Jackie Tanker jitanker@gmail.com  818-383-4688 

Confirmation/ Youth Ministries Geraldo & Geraldine Salazar lourdesconfirms@gmail.com  818-606-5165  

Counters Ministry Violet Alex vganda.ko@gmail.com  818-353-1752 

Devoción al Santo Niño  Martha Brambila viejitachula525@gmail.com  818-517-4960  

Divine Mercy Blanca Marco bmarcoemoll@gmail.com  818-307-0807 

English Pre-Baptism Classes       Rosie Ramos  818-352-3218  

English Bereavement Ministries Brenda Mikhall brendamikhail@msn.com  818-352-5265 

Environment Leader     

Eucharistic Ministry Jackie Pensanti djpensanti@yahoo.com  818-686-2450 

Family Fun Days Anita Dominguez wvlivinnow@yahoo.com  818 397-5178 

Filipino Community Bobby Rigoroso amrigoroso@yahoo.com  714-350-4509  

Greeters Ministry Paul Robich   818-352-2821 

Health Ministry Eloisa De Guzman eloie@ca.rr.com  818-281-4818 

Hispanic Community Irma Velasquez ixv5310@lausd.net  323-447-2290 

Jr. Legion of Mary Cel Cabrera celcabrera911@gmail.com  818-913-9479 

Knights of Columbus Charles Naudet charles.j.naudet@jpl.nasa.gov   818-951-0062  

Lectors Ministry Claire Hickey cmhickey56@gmail.com    

Legion of Mary Linda Bustamante lindapb5678@gmail.com  818-943-1346 

Liturgy Committee  Michelle LaForce sd4mal@aol.com  818-515-5068 

Martha’s Helpers Candy Piscitelli candyp2@aol.com  818-429-1333 

Ministry of the Sick Eleanor Graf grafea@hotmail.com  818-897-6143 

Monday Bingo  Chuck Naudet charles.j.naudet@jpl.nasa.gov   818-951-0062  

Music Ministry Ania Balon mychoir@live.com  818-224-9363 

OLL School Principal Evelyn Cortes principal@olltujunga.org  818-353-1106 

OLL Spanish Youth Ministry (Ministerio Juvenil OLL) Eloisa Macias maciasd96@hotmail.com  818-352-4001 

     

Parents Club (PTO) Hector Ramirez    

Parish New Evangelization Ministry Nelle Orsburn ollpfwdc@gmail.com 818 352-3218  

Pasture/Food Bank Gena Beierschmitt genabeier@dslextreme.com  818-352-1550 

RCIA Adult Formation     

Religious Education Coordinator Gloriann McGowan Ollgloriann.tujunga@gmail.com 818-353-3053 213-278-8910 

Religious Education Office Manager Linda Masucci lmasucci@ca.rr.com  818-515-0702 

Respect Life Joan Noyes joannoyes@aol.com  818-425-6251 

RICA Spanish Adult Formation Armando Santiago/Carmen Bautista lourdesrica21@gmail.com  747-207-5637 

Sacristans Raquel Rose raquelrose1115@yahoo.com  818-633-0813 

Spanish Pre-Baptism Classes Rosie Ramos  818-352-3218  

Spanish Adult Prayer Group Yolanda Oliva yolanda@riocompany.com  818-793-9683 

Spanish Altar Servers/ Ushers  Claudia Yesenia Navarro   818-279-5573 

Spanish Bereavement Ministries Antonia Garcia Tonia_62@yahoo.com  818-731-8742 

Spanish Choir Ministry Rosalia Perez rosalia0628@aol.com  818-642-9606 

Spanish Eucharistic Ministry Ma. Zoila Ezequiel Mendoza mariazoilamendoza1960@gmail.com  818-723-7096 

Spanish Lectors Ministry Andrea Mata matajosee@yahoo.com  818-601-2805   

Ushers Ministry Ben Menicucci   626-808-1696 

Wedding-XV Coordinator Jenny Aguilar jjeragui@yahoo.com  818-470-0532 

Youth Choir Gerardo & Geri Salazar lourdesconfirms@gmail.com  818-606-5165  

     

Parish Office  Yolanda Enriquez ollenriquezy@gmail.com  818-352-3218  

mailto:christopherplance@gmail.com
mailto:mdausner@aol.com
mailto:viejitachula525@gmail.com
mailto:celcabrera911@gmail.com
mailto:principal@olltujunga.org



