
 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
PARENTS THIS YEAR IS DIFFERENT DUE TO COVID-19  

CHILDREN MUST BE REGISTERED BEFORE CLASSES START 
APPLICATION ARE ONLINE AT AMPARISH.ORG  

(UNDER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BANNER) 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time -- September 6, 2020 
“Where two or three are gathered in My name …” The 

community who gathers in Christ needs leadership. Might 
He be inviting you to consider a vocation to the conse-
crated life or priesthood? Contact the Vocation Office at 

718-827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 
SGT Christopher Cola -USA 

 
PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 
Protect them as they protect us. 

Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  
perform for us in our time of need.   

And give us peace. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 
 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God, August gave way to September and fall is three weeks away! School may or may not be open, but virtual  
learning is on the menu this year and the NY Giants kick off their new season next Monday night against the Pittsburgh Steelers 
(Thank God!). Seasons change and so do our lives take on a new meaning as we grow older. I share the following submitted by a 
friend from Rockaway Beach that I grew up with… ....a message to ponder at the current stage of our lives. 
  

Back Nine  
 

You know, time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems just yesterday that I was 
young, just married and embarking on my new life with my spouse. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and  
I wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and 
dreams. 
But, here it is — the ‘back nine’ of my life and it catches me by surprise. How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and 
where did my youth go? I remember vividly seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were years 
away from me and that ‘I was only on the first hole’ and the ‘back nine’ was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully 
what it would be like. 
 
But, here it is . . . many of my friends are retired or soon retiring and getting grey. They move slower and I see an older person now. 
Some are in better and some worse shape than me, but, I see the great change. Not like the ones that I remember who were young 
and vibrant, but like me, their age is beginning to show and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought  
we’d become. 
 
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat anymore, it’s mandatory! 
Cause if I don't on my own free will, I just fall asleep where I sit! 
 
And so, now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength and ability to go 
and do things that I wish I had done but never did! But, at least I know, that though I’m on the ‘back nine,’ and I’m not sure how 
long it will last, this I know for sure, that when it’s over on this earth it’s not really over. A new  
adventure begins! 
 
So, if you’re not on the ‘back nine’ yet let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever you would like to 
accomplish in your life, please do it quickly! Don’t put things off too long! Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as you 
can never be sure whether you’re on the ‘back nine’ or not! You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life so,  
live for today and say all the things that you want your loved ones to remember. And hope that they appreciate and love you for all 
the things that you have done for them in all the years past! 
 
Life is a gift from God and all is gift. And always remember — our being here on earth is God’s gift to us. What we do with our life 
is our gift back to God. Make it count!  

 
Take the weekend off...  

…And God’s blessings this Labor Day weekend...  
...Fr. Peter  

 
PRAYERS, LETTERS AND AMERICAN MARTYRS’ BULLETIN  

 How great it must be to know that your family and friends are praying for your safe return home while serving our great 
country in the U.S. Armed Forces and how fantastic it must be to receive mail with the return Zip Code of 11364, knowing it is com-
ing from home!  
 

 Please keep in your prayers the faithful members of American Martyrs currently serving in the United States Armed Forces! 
To the Family of those serving our Country, if you drop off a mailing address we would gladly mail a weekly bulletin to your sons 
and daughters...  

...The Men and Women Serving our Country  
Are Always in my prayers… ...Fr. Peter  



 

 

 
August 20, 20202 Collection 

 
Offering: August 30, 2020  $$3,096. 
E-Giving: August 30, 2020  $1,035.  
Total  for August 30, 2020 $4,131.  
**Weekly of  August 25, 2019  $4,728. 

Thank you so much for your support of American Martyrs. 

New York Blood Center Blood Drives Are Back!! 
 

They Need Your Help Now! 
 

Call For An Appointment  1-800-933-2566 
 

Visit their website: www.nybloodcenter.org 

A LITTLE BACKGROUND INTO AMERICAN MARTYRS CHURCH:  
 

Week VI 
Jared Jagiello 

 
American Martyrs was built in a time when the Catholic Church was amidst changes post Vatican 
Council, and over time, things about the church have been changed. But what specifically? 
 
Look around by the altar, and you will find that railing. No, not the black ones, the railing in the back, made of marble! 
That altar rail used to extend around the front of the sanctuary as well as the back, with gaps at every 90 degree  
interval. Back in the early days, when receiving Communion, you would come up to the rail, kneel and receive  
Eucharist, as opposed to walking up to receive. If you look closely at the floor around the sanctuary where there is no 
rail, you will be able to see where the old posts used to be!  

 
The baptismal font has also found a new home since the church has been 
built. Did you know that it used to be in the spot where the tabernacle  
calls home now? Yes indeed! Notice the window behind the tabernacle:  
the dove of the Holy Spirit, with 7 flames, representative of the 7 gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, which are received in baptism and kindled during your life  
in the Church. The window and font were literally made for each other.  
The tabernacle used to be on the altar. If you look at the steps behind the 
altar, you will notice the slightly different tiles there.  
 

The organ used to be in the back of the church, in the section of pews directly behind the altar! It indeed has been 
moved, to where it resides today!  
 
Many people ask, why was the church painted in red, gold, and blue? Those new colors, selected by Father Frank, are 
symbolic: the red represents the American Martyrs (think blood, martyrdom), The blue represents Mary, and the gold 
represents Jesus Christ.  
 

Thank you for joining me as I told you a little bit about the architecture of your church! I hope you enjoyed it!  
In my prayers… ...Jared 

A Prayer for Labor Day Weekend  
  

Loving, Working Cod, On this Labor Sunday we ask your special blessing on all people who labor,  
either for pay or as volunteers, in jobs or at school, in the workplace or at home, in the U.S. and around the world.  

We especially pray for your blessings on workers who do not have jobs and for those whose inadequate pay does not  
allow them to live the full life you intend for each of us.  

Creator God, help us to build a new world in the midst of the old. A world where all workers are valued.  
A world where those who clean houses are also able to buy houses to live in. A world where those who grow food  

can also afford to eat their fill.  
We pray for the coming of a world where all workers everywhere share in the abundance that you have given us.  
We ask these things knowing that you give us the courage and strength to live out our faith in the workplace and  

the marketplace, as well as in the sanctuary. Amen.  



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Danny Montchal, Frank Pagano, 
John Pinto, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., 
Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, and Paulette  
Wilson. 

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
  

Saturday September 5th 
5:00 pm: Barbara Hageney (John O’Rourke) 

  
Sunday, September 6th  

8:30 am:  David A. Zack (Ruth Zack)  
 10:30 am: Members of the Purgatorial Society  

12:30 pm: Misa Pro Populo  
 

Monday, September 7th  
8:30 am: Rev. Timothy H. Hirten  

   
Tuesday, September 8th  

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
    8:30 am: Joe Kinney (AM Catholic War Veterans) 

  
 Wednesday, September 9th   

St. Peter Claver  
8:30 am: Rev. Msgr. D. Joseph Finnerty  

 
 + Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help + 

(After Mass) 
  

 Thursday,  September 10th 
8:30 am:  Rachael Anne  (Geri & Ken) 

7pm: In Memory of those killed on 9/11 
  

Friday, September 11th 
8:30 am:  Myrna - In Healing  (Jovie) 

 
Saturday, September 12th -  

The Most  Holy Name of Mary   
8:30 am: David A. Zack (Ruth Zack) 

  
5:00 pm: Misa Pro Populo  

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
  

 Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace; and may their souls and  
the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
  The Gifts of Bread & Wine are offered  

~ In Loving Memory of Virginia & Joseph Laraia ~ 
Requested by Joann  

American Martyrs 2020 Mass Book Intentions  
 

There are still many Mass Intentions open for 2020.  
You may choose to commemorate a death anniversary, 
wedding anniversary, birthday remembrance, in healing, 
or simply a prayer of thanksgiving.  Each offering is $15.  
 
Please contact the Rectory to request a special Mass  
offering for your loved one.  Also, you may wish to offer 
the gifts of Bread and Wine or the Altar Candles for one 
week. The offering is $25.  

 Celebrating Mass at American Martyrs 
 We can not let our guard down.  We need to keep  
ourselves on our toes in regards to ’Indoor” Social Distancing 
and respectfully call each other out if need be. Remember, 
Safety first! Safety mingled with Respect! 

 
Face Masks Must Be Worn! 

Seating is clearly marked out on every pew. 
Please sit in those pews only.   

 
Please Form Only One Communion Line At Each Sta-

tion and PLEASE A Mask IS A Must   
 
For the health safety of the ministers, Holy Communion will 
be distributed in your hand only at the present time, (Please 
understand this local decision is for the safety of our deacon 
and priests health.  We will continue to sanitize American 
Martyrs after every Mass.  

...PLEASE BE SAFE 



 

 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN & AMERICAN MARTYRS’ 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
As of July 1, 2020 

Amount Pledged: $1,227,929. 
Total Paid on Pledges: $1,024,400. 

Amount returned to American Martyrs: $588,687. 
Number of Parishioners participating: 317 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in fulfilling your pledges. 

Floater and Smitty  
American Martyrs in House Comedians 

 
Floater: My math book recently saw a psychiatrist -- it 
kept complaining that it had too many problems. 
Smitty: If there is an equal and opposite reaction, then 
wouldn't all the people who hit the sack go to sleep with 
black eyes?  
Floater: I would gladly trade in my "Caller I.D." for a 
"Caller I.Q." 
Smitty: I'd give my right arm to be ambidextrous. 
Floater: Dig where the gold is, unless you need the exer-
cise. 
Smitty: For more peace and quiet, how about a phoneless 
cord?  
Floater: Can vegetarians eat animal crackers? 
Smitty: A shut mouth gathers no foot. 
Floater: Teamwork is essential; it allows you to blame 
someone else. 
Smitty: Creativity is no substitute for knowing what 
you're doing.  

MEMORIAL MASS 
7PM THIS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

JOIN AMERICAN MARTYRS   
AS WE STOP TO PRAY AND REMEMBER 

THE MEN AND WOMEN MURDERED  
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

Summer Rectory Hours Continue Through September 13, 2020  
9am – 4pm (Monday, Tuesday and Thursday) 

9:00 am – 12:00 Noon on Friday 
 

Rectory Will Be Closed  Wednesdays and Saturday During Summer 
Evening Hours by Appointment Only 

FREE COVID-19 TEST AND ANTIBODY TEST 
 

WINDSOR PARK LIBRARY 
79-50 BELL BLVD. 

 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

9AM—7-PM 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! 

 
LOCATION IS PERFECT FOR ALL OF OUR  
PARISHIONERS… ...JUST WALK ACROSS  

THE STREET AFTER MASS 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Catholic Charities - Bayside Senior Center 

221-15  Horace Harding Expy.  718-225-1144 Serves full meals  
at 11:30 every day. Programs:  Chair Yoga, Line Dancing, Tai 

Chi, Exercise, Bingo, Computer, and more.                            
  

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister and care for the elderly in their own homes. Call 

718-888-7708. 
 Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, (i.e.-- rental arrears, utility  
shutoffs, etc.) Call 718-674-1000 for more information.  

                                                                                                       
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   
718-491-2525. The Society will give back $75/$200 to  

American Martyrs. For anyone that has a neglected vehicle that 
they would like to dispose of contact: 

SVDPAUTO@GMAIL.COM  IRS Tax Deduction -Any Condition.  
 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
If you’ve been affected by or are concerned about someone else’s 

drinking, you’ve come to the right place! Hope, help, and  
happiness are attainable. www.nycalanon.org  --  212-941-0094  

 
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 
Are you or someone you know 60+ years old, living in the  

Northeast Queens area and would benefit from a hot meal each 
day? Call 718-357-4903 for more information. 

  
Meals-on-Wheels:  

Sub. Drivers needed on call--Mon - Sat.  4 hours per workday. 
718-357-4903  #1 - Maria or Kathy 

 
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  

Is a 12-step support group for anyone affected by  
a loved one’s use/abuse of drugs.  718-217-0364. 

 
National Suicide Prevention 
Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

  

Healing After Abortion:  
Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075  

Hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org. 

PRAYING THE ROSARY 
 

During this time of uncertainty and anxiety, I encourage you to 
pray the Rosary daily. This wonderful devotion has given  
comfort and strength to Catholics throughout the centuries.  
The intercession of Our Lady is indeed powerful and most  
needed at this time.  


