
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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“Give to God what is God’s.” You belong to Christ 
and Christ is God’s! How will you respond to so great 
a love? Is He asking you to follow Him by serving in 
the priesthood or consecrated life? Contact the  
Vocation Office at 718-827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

 Dear People of God, life is difficult. As children, we all have hopes, dreams and goals which will certainly become reality. However, the 
twists, curves, hills and forks in the road called life change our plans. And the journey of life can be beautifully summarized with the powerful line 
from John Lennon: “Life is what happened while I was making other plans.”  
 The journey called life is not an easy path, but we do not walk alone. The Lord Jesus is our hope, strength and guide along the way. We 
need to realize all is gift and whenever we have a gift we must have a giver—and God is the giver of all gifts. As we grow older is the gift of life 
making me bitter or better? Do I trust God or does life always have to be on my terms? Am I grateful for what God has blessed me with or do I 
focus on what I do not possess? Tough questions with no easy answers.  
 The key to a “successful” life is rooted in God, faith, family, friends and prayer. Prayer is the thread that weaves and connects all the  
facets of our life together.  
 

I share with you a powerful story that was given to me. Read . . . And pass it on  
 

DADDY’S EMPTY CHAIR 
 

 A man’s daughter had asked the local priest to come and pray with her father. When the priest arrived, he found the man lying in bed with 
his head propped up on two pillows. An empty chair sat beside his bed. The priest assumed that the old fellow had been informed of his visit. “I 
guess you were expecting me,” he said. “No, who are you?” said the man. The priest told him his name and then remarked, “I saw the empty chair 
and I figured you knew I was going to show up.” “Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bedridden man. “Would you mind closing the door?” Puzzled, the 
priest shut the door. “I have never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” said the man. “But all of my life I have never known how to pray. At 
church I used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it went right over my head. I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” the old man continued, “until 
one day four years ago, my best friend said to me, “Johnny, prayer is just a simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus. Here is what I  
suggest. Sit down in a chair, place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the chair. It’s not spooky because he promised, ‘I will be 
with you always.’ Then just speak to him in the same way you’re doing with me right now. So, I tried it and I’ve liked it so much that I do it a  
couple of hours every day. I’m careful though . . . If my daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d either have a nervous breakdown or send 
me off to the hospital.” The priest was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old man to continue his journey. Then he prayed with him 
and anointed him and returned to the church. Two nights later the daughter called to tell the priest that her daddy had died that afternoon. “Did he 
die in peace?” he asked. “Yes, when I left the house about two o’clock, he called me over to his bedside, told me he loved me and kissed me on the 
cheek. When I got back from the store an hour later, I found him. But there was something strange about his death. Apparently, just before Daddy 
died, he leaned over and rested his head on the chair beside the bed.”  

Always remember, if God brings you to it, God with bring you through it.  
Happy moments, praise God.  Difficult moments, seek God.  

Exercise daily—walk with the Lord!  
On the journey with you, Fr. Peter 



 

 

 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Danny Montchal, Frank Pagano, 
John Pinto, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., 
Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson 
and Glen Fergerson  

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
Saturday October 17th  

5:00 pm: Dragica Bosnjak  (Ana & Joe Fraioli)  
  

Sunday, October 18th  
8:30 am:  Myrna Porquez   (Nerisha Madrazo ) 

 10:30 am:  Angel & Rosario  Melendez   (Nancy Hill) 
Jack Bills   (Ann Marie Bills) 

Joe Kinney   (Fortune Family) 
 12:30 pm:  Misa Pro Populo   

  
Monday, October 19th   

8:30 am: In Memory of the North American Martyrs   
  

Tuesday, October 20th  

8:30 am: David A. Zack   (Ruth Zack)  
  

 Wednesday, October 21st  
8:30 am:  Jean-Laurent Richard  (Jessie & Laurent) 

 
 + Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help + 

  
 Thursday,  October 22nd  

8:30 am: Joseph, Marie & Marie de Angelis  (Family)  
  

Friday, October 23rd  
8:30 am: Olga Giamarino   (Ballesteros Family)   

  
Saturday, October 24th 

8:30 am: Karolina Chorzepa  (Family)  
Marie Eve Dorelus  (Knights of Columbus) 

Christopher Gribbon   (AM Parish) 
  

5:00 pm:   Misa Pro Populo   

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
  

 Madeline Juran 
 Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace; and may their souls and  
the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. ~ Amen 

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are offered for: 
A Special Intention 
Requested by M. B.  

American Martyrs 2020 Mass Book Intentions  
 

There are still many Mass Intentions open for 2020.  You 
may choose to commemorate a death anniversary, wedding 
anniversary, birthday remembrance, in healing, or simply a 
prayer of thanksgiving.  Each offering is $15.  
 
Please contact the Rectory to request a special Mass  
offering for your loved one.  

Celebrating Mass at American Martyrs 
 

Face Masks Are A Must 
 

Please Form One (1)  
Communion Line At Each Station 

 
We sanitize after every Mass.  

...PLEASE BE SAFE 

October 11, 2020 Collection 
 

Offering: October 11 2020           $2,576 
E-Giving: October 11, 2020  $1,835 
Total  for October 11 , 2020 $4,411 
**Weekly of  October 13, 2019     $4,640 

  
Thank you for your support of American Martyrs Church.  



 

 

 



 

 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN & AMERICAN MARTYRS’ 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
As of July 1, 2020 

Amount Pledged: $1,227,929. 
Total Paid on Pledges: $1,024,400. 

Amount returned to American Martyrs: $588,687. 
Number of Parishioners participating: 317 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in fulfilling your pledges. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                        
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Floater and Smitty  
American Martyrs in House Comedians 

Floater: Yesterday was International Bread Day.  This post is a 
day old so I’d like to propose a toast. 
Smitty: The opposite of isolate is yousoearly. 
Floater: Finland has just closed its boarder.  No one is allowed 
to cross the Finnish line. 
Smitty: I was the Knight no one expected to see on the  
battlefield that day! My name is Sir Prise. 
Floater: I accidentally paid for my groceries with my library 
card.  My macaroni and cheese is due back Friday. 
Smitty: Don’t be mad at lazy people.  They didn’t do anything. 
Floater: Don’t give up on your dreams.  Keep sleeping. 
Smitty: We have noses that run and feet that smell.  English is 
weird. 
Floater: Time to get up and get going.  Today’s bad decisions 
aren’t going to make themselves. 
Smitty: One minute you’re young and fun.  And the next, you’re 
turning down the stereo in your car to see better.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Religious Education School Year has began for 
 grades K - 7 . If your child is in grades K - 6 the parents have  
already received an email with their child’s log-on and password, 
as well as one for themselves.  
 

We will remain remote for the next few months until the 
Diocese of Brooklyn’s Faith Formation instructs us otherwise. 
Once the ok is given to teach in class will start a blended program 
of in class and at home.  
 

Parents, the details have been emailed to you from the 
Religious Education School Office and the catechists are emailing 
the weekly assignments directly to you and your child must log on 
to the website given to you in order to complete the assignment.  
Sadlier Religion and Remote Teaching and Distance 
Learning WILL monitor on a weekly basis which children have 
logged on and completed the assigned material.  American Martyrs 
is given a weekly update and all assignments are given one week to 
be completed (I can only imagine the missed assignment excuses.)  
As of Thursday, October 8 many of the children have missed or 
ignored the assigned work.  Sadlier Religion and Remote Teaching 
will keep the weekly assignment available for one week and then 
they will remove the assignment.   Missed lessons will be marked 
as an absent for the remote learning class  
 

7th grade students will log-on, with their use password, 
get assignments and email their work back to their teacher.  

8th Grade (Confirmation) class will continue to meet 
Sunday mornings at 8:45am to 10:20am in the Murray Center and 
attend the 10:30am Mass as they prepare for the Sacrament 
(December 10).  

 
 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
Mrs. Asche by phone (718) 464-6411 or email at 
taasche@amparish.org 

Give God your weakness 
And God will give you His Strength 


