
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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Thirtieth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	‐‐	October	25,	2020	
“Love God with your whole heart, with your whole 
soul, and with all your mind.” Is Christ calling you to 

let Him manifest His love in you as a priest or  
consecrated religious? Contact the Vocation Office at 

718-827- 2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

 Dear People of God,   It is not so easy to put life on “cruise control” and move about in a comfortable pattern of 
behavior.  We know the routine – what to think – how to feel – and truly believing we are living life to the fullest in God.  However, 
the joys and tragedies of life are inescapable and these moments challenge us to probe our deepest beliefs and convictions about 
God, faith and life’s meaning and purpose. 
  Jesus Christ is our point of reference for life’s deepest purpose.  What is the meaning of our life? What is the meaning of 
death?  The experiences of life can affect us and change us forever. COVID-19 is a present example! 
  George Carlin was an oftentimes gross, crude and mouthy comedian who wrote a wonderful and thought-provoking piece 
after 9/11 (2001). Carlin died on June 22, 2008.  I share with you Carlin’s message. 
 

THE PARADOX OF OUR TIME  
 
 The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings, but shorter tempers – wider freeways but narrower view-
points. 
 We spend more but have less. We buy more, but we enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller families – more  
conveniences, but less time. We have more degrees, but less sense – more knowledge, but less judgment – more experts, yet more 
problems – more medicine, but less wellness. We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too 
fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much and pray too seldom. We have multiplied our 
possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often. We’ve learned how to make a living,  
but not a life. We’ve added years to our life, not life to our years. We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble  
crossing the street to meet a new neighbor. We’ve conquered outer space, but not inner space. We’ve done larger things, but not  
better things. We’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We’ve conquered the atom, but not our prejudice. We write more, but 
learn less. We’ve learned to rush, but not to wait. We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than 
ever, but we communicate less and less. These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion – big men and small character – steep 
profits and shallow relationships. These are the days of two incomes, but more divorce – fancier houses, but broken homes. 
  These are the days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills 
that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is much in the showroom window and nothing in the  
stockroom. A time when technology can bring this letter to you, and a time when you can choose either to share this insight, or just 
throw it away. Remember, spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around forever. Remember, say a 
kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because that little person will grow up and leave your side.  Remember to give a 
warm hug to the one next to you, because that is the only treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn’t cost a cent. Remember 
to say, “I love you” to your spouse and your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when it  omes 
from deep inside of you. Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that person will not be there again. Give 
time to love, give time to speak and give time to share the precious thoughts in your mind. 
 
 May I add, share the precious feelings in your heart and listen to the whispers of your soul. Now is the time to “put on 
Christ.”  If not now – when? 

 In a fall reflective mood,… ...Fr. Peter 

 



 

 

 

Taking it Home: 30th Sunday A Cycle Readings in Four Sentences   

The Christian life can be summarized as? love God and love others.? It sounds simple enough, but is, in fact,  
challenging to live out. Our faith life is a journey of learning how to better love God and love others each day.  
Reflect on the ways you love God and others well in your life. Then, reflect on where you need to love God and love  
others better. Take action accordingly. 



 

 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
As of July 1, 2020 

Amount Pledged: $1,227,929. 
Total Paid on Pledges: $1,024,400. 

Amount returned to American Martyrs: $588,687. 
Number of Parishioners participating: 317 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in fulfilling your pledges. 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Danny Montchal, Frank Pagano, 
John Pinto, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., 
Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, 
Glen Fergerson and Jack O’Grady  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, October 24th   Misa Pro Populo  
 

Sunday, October 25th 
8:30 am:  John Sosna   (Donna & Steve) 

 
10:30 am: Karolina Chorzepa  (John & Jovie) 

Samantha Hope   (Rachelle) 
Sabato Pagnozzi  (Zupicich Family) 

 
12:30 pm:  Margaret Starr   (Maureen Henry) 

 
Monday, October 26th  

8:30 am:  Joseph Yandoli    (Daughter) 
 

Tuesday, October 27th  

8:30 am:  Clementine Bonafede  (Marianne & John) 
 

Wednesday, October 28th  
8:30 am:  Rosaria Falanga   (Family)  

 
Thursday, October 29th  

8:30 am:  Joseph Ossanna   (Will & Barbara Rourk) 
 

Friday, October 30th  

8:30 am:   David A. Zack   (Ruth Zack) 
 

Saturday, October 31st  

8:30 am:  Intentions of the Catholic War Veterans  
 

5:00pm:  Rita Dawson:  (Niece)  

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
  

 
Marilyn Jagiello 

Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  
May perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace; and may their 
souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed rest in peace. ~ Amen 

American Martyrs 2020 Mass Book Intentions  
 

There are still many Mass Intentions open for 2020.  You 
may choose to commemorate a death anniversary, wedding 
anniversary, birthday remembrance, in healing, or simply a 
prayer of thanksgiving.  Each offering is $15.  
 
Please contact the Rectory to request a special Mass  
offering for your loved one.  

Celebrating Mass at American Martyrs 
 

Face Masks Are A Must 
 

Please Form One (1)  
Communion Line At Each Station 

 
We sanitize after every Mass.  

...PLEASE BE SAFE 

October 18, 2020 Collection 
 

Offering: October 18 2020           $3,324 
E-Giving: October 18, 2020  $1,114.50 
Total  for October 18 , 2020 $4,438.50 

**Weekly of  October 20, 2019     $6,023 
  

Thank you for your support of American Martyrs Church.  

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  

are offered for: 
Joan M. Henry  

Requested by Maureen   



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                        
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Floater and Smitty  
American Martyrs in House Comedians 

Floater: If you put your left shoe on the wrong foot, it’s on the 
right foot. 
Smitty: Of all the different blood types, Type O’s make the 
most spelling mistakes. 
Floater: The three hardest things to say: 1. I’m sorry, 2. I need 
help 3. Worcestershire sauce. 
Smitty: About to pull these steaks off the grill.  It’s my 
neighbors grill, but he went inside and I don’t think he can see 
me. 
Floater: Got caught up in a really good book last night.  I didn’t 
stop coloring till 2 am this morning. 
Smitty: Handing over my ID at the DMV, the staff member 
blurts out, "You've aged a bit since this photo was taken." 
"You're dead right", I replied. "I had it taken just before I got in 
line!"... 
Floater: I saw an ad for burial plots, and thought to myself this 
is the last thing I need. 
Smitty: My dreams came through. I dreamt I was broke and 
when I woke up I actually was. 
Floater: I got thrown out of Alley Pond Park after arraigning the 
squirrels by height.  They didn’t like me critter sizing.  
Smitty: I love Chinese food as much as the next person, but 
you'll never convince me a chicken fried this rice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Religious Education School Year has began for 
 grades K - 7 . If your child is in grades K - 6 the parents have  
already received an email with their child’s log-on and password, 
as well as one for themselves.  
 

We will remain remote for the next few months until the 
Diocese of Brooklyn’s Faith Formation instructs us otherwise. 
Once the ok is given to teach in class will start a blended program 
of in class and at home.  
 

Parents, the details have been emailed to you from the 
Religious Education School Office and the catechists are emailing 
the weekly assignments directly to you and your child must log on 
to the website given to you in order to complete the assignment.  
Sadlier Religion and Remote Teaching and Distance 
Learning WILL monitor on a weekly basis which children have 
logged on and completed the assigned material.  American Martyrs 
is given a weekly update and all assignments are given one week to 
be completed (I can only imagine the missed assignment excuses.)  
As of Thursday, October 15th many of the children have missed or 
ignored the assigned work.  Sadlier Religion and Remote Teaching 
will keep the weekly assignment available for one week and then 
they will remove the assignment.   Missed lessons will be marked 
as an absent for the remote learning class  
 

7th grade students will log-on, with their use password, 
get assignments and email their work back to their teacher.  

8th Grade (Confirmation) class will continue to meet 
Sunday mornings at 8:45am to 10:20am in the Murray Center and 
attend the 10:30am .  

 
 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
Mrs. Asche by phone (718) 464-6411 or email at 
taasche@amparish.org 

 


