
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time -- November 15, 2020 
(World Day of Cloistered Life- November 21) “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.…” How are you called to use your 
talents? If Christ may be inviting you to faithful service as a 
priest or consecrated religious, contact the Vocation Office at 
718-827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God, 
 
How do we balance our lives with so many demands pulling us in so many directions? At times we feel overwhelmed — 
and the sense of “being overwhelmed” translates into a sense of “being out of control.”  
 
With the daily demands tugging at us from every direction, I share the following story that was passed on to me several 
years ago. Enjoy reading ..... and please share with loved ones!  
 
So Nicky, I was only 35 when I had the heart attack in Boston. The following day I had a coronary bypass at Mass Gen-
eral. It put me out of action, out of circulation for almost two months, and it was during my recuperation that I had time 
to think, really think, maybe for the first time in my life.  
 
I thoroughly, painfully examined my life in Boston, just how hectic it had become, with rounds, research, overtime, over-
work and double shifts. I thought about how I’d been feeling just before this awful thing happened. I also dealt with my 
own denial. My grandmother had died of heart failure. All my family had a history of heart disease. And still I hadn’t 
been as careful as I should have been.  
 
It was while I was recuperating that a doctor friend told me the story of the five balls. You should never forget this one, 
Nicky. This is terribly important.  
 
It goes like this.  
 
Imagine life is a game in which you are juggling five balls. The balls are called work, family, health, friends and integrity. 
And you’re keeping all of them in the air. But one day you finally come to understand that work is a rubber ball. If you 
drop it, it will bounce back. The other four balls — family, health, friends, integrity — are made of glass. If you drop one 
of these, it will be irrevocably scuffed, nicked, perhaps even shattered. And once you truly understand the lesson of the 
five balls, you will have the beginnings of balance in your life.  
 
Nicky, I finally understood.  
 
I would also emphatically add the (ball) gift of faith in God rooted in a Faith Community. We need God and one another. 
This ball needs also to be “passed on” to our children. A life rooted in God — and lived for others — balances all the 
glass and rubber balls of our lives.  
 

Blessings on this the 33rd Sunday in the Church’s Calendar of Ordinary Time  
Juggling and Thankful I’m on the journey with you, Fr. Peter 

 



 

 

 
Floater and Smitty  

American Martyrs in House Comedians 
Floater: How do you stop Canadian bacon from curling in your 
pan? You take away their little brooms. 
Smitty: I'm so ugly that people tell me to stop photo-bombing 
my selfies. 
Floater: Was in the neighborhood Indian restaurant having a 
meal...waiter comes over and says “Curry OK"? I said, “Alright 
just one song, but make it quick as I'm trying to eat" 
Smitty String theory might be the answer to everything...but 
then again, it might knot. 
Floater: Just told a friend a lengthy joke about a broken needle, 
he didn't see the point. 
Smitty Sorry, we aren't involved with anything concerning pan-
das anymore, just bear with us. 
Floater: I'm working on a device that will read minds. I'd love 
to hear your thoughts. 
Smitty I'm not one who needs affirmation in my life… …Please 
-tell me you agree. 
Floater:I got fired from my job as a masseur for rubbing people 
the wrong way 
Smitty: Panic buying has reared it ugly head again.  I witnessed 
a shopper at Stop and Shop clearing the stock of crabs and 
shrimp… …very shellfish, very shellfish 

 
PARENTS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

CHILDREN THERE WILL BE A  
MANDATORY MEETING OF ALL PARENTS 

(ONE PARENT FROM EACH  
FAMILY MUST ATTEND)   

 
TUESDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 1ST AT 7PM. 

  
MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN CHURCH 

  
TOPIC: ONLINE REMOTE LEARNING 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We will remain remote for the next few months 
until the Diocese of Brooklyn’s Faith Formation 
instructs us otherwise.  
Parents of 1-6, please make sure your child clicks 
on submit when they finish their assignment.  
The submit Icon is green at the top of the page 
on the right hand side. This enables the teacher 
to see they did their assignment 
    7th grade students will log-on and get their  
assignments, then email their work back to Mrs. 
Asche at taasche@ amparish.org (answers only) 
     8th grade students will continue to meet in the 
Murray Center Sunday morning at 8:45 and  
attend 10:30 Mass as a class.  
Parents of Confirmation classes PLEASE check 
your emails for any updates on  
Confirmation. 
All assignments will be posted from Sunday till 
Saturday each week. 
 If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact  
Mrs. Asche by phone (718) 464-6411 
or email at taasche@amparish.org 

 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Frank Pagano,  Lorraine Rensch, 
Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, 
Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, 
John Balitchik, Patrick Carragee and Jack O’Grady  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
  

Saturday, November 14th   
5:00 pm: Barbara Hageney  (John O’Rourke) 

 
Sunday, November 15th 
8:30 am:  Misa Pro Populo   

10:30: Anne Chimenti  (Rosemarie Bandin-Werner) 
Cristina Cadiente  (Cadiente Family)  
James Byrne  (Knights of Columbus) 

12:30:  Margaret & Eugene Cronin   (Irene)  
 

Monday, November 16th  
8:30 am:  Rev. Conrad Deitz  (Galazin Family) 

 
Tuesday, November 17th  

8:30 am:  Marilyn Jagiello  (AM Staff)  
  

Wednesday, November 18th  
8:30 am: David A. Zack  (Ruth Zack)  

  
Thursday, November 19th 

8:30 am: Eileen Fitzsimmons  (Family)  
   

Friday, November 20th  

8:30 am:  Marilyn Jagiello   (Family)  
  

Saturday, November 21st  
8:30 am:  Maria Grand de Oro  (Family)  

Danny Montchal   (Adams Family)   
Nicole Sloan (Natalie, Ken & Jonathan) 

 
5:00 pm: Joseph Ossanna  (AM 5pm Ushers) 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
  

Delia Bo, Sister Maureen O’Connor 
Rev. Patrick Diffley 

Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May 
perpetual light shine upon them. May 
they rest in peace; and may their souls 

and the souls of all the faithful departed 
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

American Martyrs 2020 Mass Book Intentions  
 

There are still many Mass Intentions open for 2020.  You 
may choose to commemorate a death anniversary, wedding 
anniversary, birthday remembrance, in healing, or simply a 
prayer of thanksgiving.  Each offering is $15.  
 
Please contact the Rectory to request a special Mass  
offering for your loved one.  

Celebrating Mass at American Martyrs 
 

Face Masks Are A Must 
 

Please Form One (1)  
Communion Line At Each Station 

 
We sanitize after every Mass.  

...PLEASE BE SAFE 

November 8, 2020 Collection 
 

Offering: November 8,  2020: $4,372.00            
E-Giving: November 8, 2020 : $1,584.50  
Total  for November 8, 2020: $5,956.50  
**Weekly of  November 10, 2019     $5,701.  

  
Thank you for your support of American Martyrs Church.  

The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for: 

 
Msgr. John J. Bracken  

on his 80th Birthday (Nov. 15) 



 

 

NOVENA PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
The Miraculous Medal Perpetual Novena 

 
Since the earliest days of the Church, Catholics have shown devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. They knew that throughout her life 
she heard the word of God and kept it, regardless of the cost. Her intercession spared the wedding couple of Cana from  
embarrassment. And she stood by her Son, even at the foot of the Cross. Our Blessed Mother will do the same for us. She will bring 
us to Jesus, help us become better disciples, and she will teach us how to pray. 
Prayer is the language of the heart, and prayer to Jesus through our Blessed Mother strengthens us, gives us hope, and unites us to 
heaven. Join the Universal Church in praying our Miraculous Medal Novena on Mondays’. Mary has promised us graces if we come 
to the altar and ask for them. So come, ask, and know you’re being heard. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Priest/Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Priest/Leader:: Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Send forth Your Spirit, 
and they shall be created. 
People: And You shall renew the face of the earth. 
Priest/Leader: Let us pray. Oh God, who did instruct the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant us in the same 
Spirit to be truly wise and ever to rejoice in His consolation, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
Priest/Leader:: O Mary, conceived without sin. (repeat 3 times) 
People: Pray for us who have recourse to you (respond 3 times) 
 
Priest/Leader and People: O Lord, Jesus Christ, who have vouchsafed to glorify by numberless miracles the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
immaculate from the first moment of her conception, grant that all who devoutly implore her protection on earth, may eternally  
enjoy Your presence in heaven, who, with the Father and Holy Spirit, live and reign, God forever and ever. Amen. 
O Lord, Jesus Christ, who for the accomplishment of Your greatest works, have chosen the weak things of the world, that no flesh 
may glory in Your sight; and who for a better and more widely diffused belief in the Immaculate Conception of Your Mother, have 
wished that the Miraculous Medal be manifested to Saint Catherine Labouré, grant we beseech You, that filled with like humility,  
we may glorify this mystery by word and work. Amen. 

 
Memorare 

Remember, O most compassionate Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your 
assistance, or sought your intercession, was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, we fly unto you, O Virgin of Virgins, our 
Mother; to you we come; before you we kneel, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not our petitions, but, 
in your clemency, hear and answer them. Amen. 

 
Novena Prayer 

O Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of Our Lord Jesus and our Mother, penetrated with the most lively confidence in your all-
powerful and never-failing intercession, manifested so often through the Miraculous Medal, we your loving and trustful children 
implore you to obtain for us the graces and favors we ask during this Novena, if they be beneficial to our immortal souls, and the 
souls for whom we pray. 

(Here privately form your petitions.) 
You know, O Mary, how often our souls have been the sanctuaries of your Son who hates iniquity. Obtain for us, then, a deep hatred 
of sin and that purity of heart which will attach us to God alone, so that our every thought, word and deed may tend to His greater 
glory. Obtain for us also a spirit of prayer and self-denial, that we may recover by penance what we have lost by sin and at length 
attain to that blessed abode where you are the Queen of angels and of men. Amen. 
An Act of Consecration to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
O Virgin Mother of God, Mary Immaculate, we dedicate and consecrate ourselves to you under the title of Our Lady of the Miracu-
lous Medal. May this Medal be for each one of us a sure sign of your affection for us and a constant reminder of our duties toward 
you. Ever while wearing it, may we be blessed by your loving protection and preserved in the grace of your Son. O most powerful 
Virgin, Mother of our Savior, keep us close to you every moment of our lives. Obtain for us, your children, the grace of a happy 
death; so that, in union with you, we may enjoy the bliss of heaven forever.  Amen. 
  
Priest/Leader:: O Mary, conceived without sin. (repeat 3 times) 
People: Pray for us who have recourse to you (respond 3 times) 

Christmas Mass Schedule Will Be Announced Shortly 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil Saturday Morning November 21, 2020 
Please consider attending the Helpers of God's Precious Infants (helpersbrooklynny.org) Pro-Life mass  
Saturday morning 11/21 at 7:30AM at St. Mary’s of Long Island City located at 10-08 49th Avenue in Long 
Island City. After the mass, if you choose to participate, there is the opportunity to join the 10-15 minute  
Rosary procession to abortion provider Planned Parenthood where we will continue to pray the Rosary with 
our masks on before processing back to the church. Prayer is our greatest tool as Catholics as we do our part 
to protect and advocate for the unborn so please invite a friend or family member to attend as well. 

 


