
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent  -- December 20, 2020  
“Make known to all nations to bring about the obedience of 
faith.”  Is Christ calling you to let Him manifest His love in 

you as a priest or consecrated religious?  Contact the  
Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  

vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God, Our Advent Season is coming to a close. Did we spend the last four weeks waiting and preparing for the birth of 
Our Lord Jesus into our world? I would also include that the Season of Advent is a marvelous opportunity to listen— listen through 
prayer. What am I listening for? This time of year becomes incredibly hectic and frenetic for most of us. I don’t have time to pray or 
listen—too many things need to be accomplished. Yet, there is more to life than increasing its speed.  

Advent is a time for waiting, preparing and listening. These are not passive words. On the contrary, active listening takes work—the 
ability to make the time and calm from within so God can touch the deepest part of our heart. Am I a good listener? What am I lis-
tening for? Am I tuned into God or have I clicked off?  

This time of year is a beautiful opportunity to give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus into our world and lives. Life is difficult., but 
what a glorious time of year to share with family and friends. Yet, many people are saddened by the death of a loved one this past 
year. Cherish their presence by sharing stories and more stories. Laugh. Cry. Give thanks and give God more thanks.  

As our Advent Season gives way to Christmas morn it is important not to lose the gift of Christmas’ real meaning– the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus became human so we could become divine in our love and care for each other. Also, sprinkle the week with love, 
prayer and humor. Gather with family around the Table of the Lord and share Eucharist—and give thanks.  

This stopped me in my tracks! So Please Slow Down and enjoy the ‘Presence”  

Every minute someone leaves this world behind. We are all in “the line” without knowing it. We never know how many people are 
before us. We can not move to the back of the line. We can not step out of the line. We can not avoid the line. So while we wait in 
line - Make moments count. Make priorities. Make the time. Make your gifts known. Make a nobody feel like a somebody. Make 
your voice heard. Make the small things big. Make someone smile. Make the change. Make love. Make up. Make peace. Make sure 
to tell your people they are loved. Make sure to have no regrets. Make sure you are ready.  

Journeying with you through Advent at a slow pace and rejoicing on Christmas Day Fr. Peter  

 
Christmas Blessings “The Gift of Presence” 

 
Christmas would not be the same without presents, no matter the size or number. Yet even more important is the gift of “presence.” 
It is so important to be present to the people we love the most and who are touchable close, yet sometimes get the least from us. 
What might make this a memorable Christmas is our being more present to the people in our lives. Give the gift of presence and be 
present to those in our circle of love. Be flesh, emotion, laughter, imagination, generosity, listening, understanding, caring, blessing 
to special people we call family and friends.  
 
Let the Word become flesh in us, so that we might step into life in new ways that can make life itself a Christmas gift every day.  
 
On behalf of Deacon Stan, Fr. King, Fr. Emmanuel, Msgr. Bracken, and the entire staff, we wish you and your family the joy and 
peace of the God of love, peace, compassion, mercy and justice that Jesus’ birth made present to us all. We are truly blessed to  
serve all of you here at American Martyrs.  

Merry Christmas! Fr. Peter 



 

 

Starting Tuesday, January 5, 2020 
Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  

with Fr. Peter 
  

After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  
For more Info call:  

Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Collection for December 13, 2020 
  

Sunday: $6,127.50 
 

(Compared to Last Year’s  
Collection of $7078.) (OUCH) 

 
  



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Chang 
Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel 
Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, Mary 
Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, John 
Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette 
Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese Irenee 
McGrath, Chistine Biondi and Patrick Carragee  

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
Saturday, December 19th   

5:00 pm: John J. Henry (Maureen Henry)  
 

Sunday, December 20th                                   

8:30 am: Patrick J. Kearney, Sr.  (Family)                                                                        
10:30: Rita Boyle (Daughter) 
Jack Bills (Ann Marie Bills) 

Pasquale Ciaramilla (Semia Family)     
12:30:  Faithful of American Martyrs  

 
Monday, December 21st  

  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Peirano (Patricia Merola) 
 

Tuesday, December 22nd 

   Christine Biondo’s Healing (Aunt Karen) 
  

Wednesday, December 23rd 

 Mary Diamond (Deacon Stan & Mary Galazin)  
  

Thursday, December 24th 
8:30am David A. Zack (Ruth Zack) 

 
3pm In Thanksgiving for the Lectors of American Martyrs 

 
5pm Joseph J. Ruzalski (Bobby Ruzalsky) 

 
7pm In Thanksgiving for the Extra Ordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion of American Martyrs 
 

9pm 3pm In Thanksgiving for the Sacristans of  
American Martyrs 

 
Midnight Mass: Faithful of American Martyrs 

 
Friday, December 25th 

8:30am Ruggeri Family (Ruggieri Family)  
Agnes & Michael Guydas (Barbara & Jack)  

Patrick & Joan Kearney (Family)  
  

Saturday, December 26th  
8:30 am:  Intentions of the Catholic War Veterans 

  
5:00 pm: For the Faithful of American Martyrs 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED  
Robert Balitchik 

Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May  
perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace; and may their souls and the 

souls of all the faithful departed  
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine and Altar  

Candles are offered for 
The Ruggieri Family  (Family) 

 
Sanctuary  Lamps  

In Memory of Patrick & Joan Kearney  (Family) 



 

 

Floater and Smitty  
American Martyrs in House Comedians 

 
Floater: What is the best Christmas present ever? A broken drum 
- you can't beat it!  
Smitty: There’s nothing like the joy on a kid's face when he first 
sees the PlayStation box containing the socks I got him for 
Christmas.  
Floater: How do you know when Santa's in the room? You can 
sense his presents.  
Smitty STRESSED is just DESSERTS spelled backward. 
Floater: I bought my son a fridge for Christmas. – I can't wait to 
see his face light up when he opens it.  
Smitty What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? A Holly  
Davidson!  
Floater: What’s the difference between the Christmas alphabet 
and the ordinary alphabet? The Christmas alphabet has Noel.  
Smitty What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a  
chimney? Claustrophobia!  
Floater: Why did Thomas’ grades drop after the holidays?  
Because everything was marked down!  
Smitty My wife set a limit on how much we can spend on each 
other for Christmas. It's $100 on me and $500 on her.  
Floater: I’m so short, when I went to meet Santa he said, "Go 
back to work!"  

The American Martyrs Respect Life Ministry  
invites you to join us for a prayer service,  
including praying of The Rosary and Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament led by Deacon Stan 
Galazin on the National Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children Wednes-
day, January 22nd at 7:15pm in the Church 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                        
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

HAPPY 72nd 
BIRTHDAY 
THERESA 

ASCHE 


