
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 
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Feast of the Holy Family  -- Sunday, December 27, 2020  
 

“Let the peace of Christ control your hearts.”  How are you being 
called to build the kingdom of God as His co-worker?  Consider 
the generous service of priesthood or consecrated life. Contact 

the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God,  Christmas Day is over, but our Christmas Season continues.  
 Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. How appropriate to celebrate this Holy Feast on the heels of Christmas 
Day. Christmas is more than the birth of Jesus into the world. The celebration of Christmas and the Christmas Season is also about 
all of us. We are also the “Reason for the Season.” We make the Lord Jesus present by the love, care, hope, joy and spirit of love  
and forgiveness we show others.  
 2020 is quickly coming to a close. Where did the year go? How quickly our lives move from childhood to our “Winter  
Season” of life. The following story beautifully captures the “spirit” of a joy-filled life.  
 

Attitude of Gratitude  
 

 The 92-year-old, petite, well-poised and proud lady, who is fully dressed each morning by eight o’clock, with her hair  
fashionably coiffed and makeup perfectly applied, even though she is legally blind, moved to a nursing home today. Her husband of 
70 years recently passed away, making the move necessary.  
 After many hours of waiting patiently in the lobby of the nursing home, she smiled sweetly when told her room was ready. 
As she maneuvered her walker to the elevator, I provided a visual description of her tiny room, including the eyelet sheets that I had 
hung on her window. “I love it,” she stated with the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old having just been presented with a new puppy.  
“Mrs. Jones, you haven't seen the room . . . just wait.” “That doesn’t have anything to do with it,” she replied. “Happiness is  
something you decide on ahead of time. Whether I like my room or not doesn’t depend on how the furniture is arranged . . . it’s how 
I arrange my mind. I already decided to love it . . . It’s a decision I make every morning when I wake up. I have a choice: I can 
spend the day in bed recounting the difficulty I have with the parts of my body that no longer work, or get out of bed and be thankful 
for the ones that do. Each day is a gift, and as long as my eyes are open I’ll focus on the new day and all the happy memories I’ve 
stored away . . . Just for this time in my life.  
 Old age is like a bank account . . . you withdraw from what you’ve put in. So my advice to you would be to deposit a lot of 
happiness and joy in the bank account of memories. I am still depositing.”  
 

Remember the seven simple rules to be happy:  
1. Free your heart from hatred.  
2. Free your mind from worries.  
3. Live simply and for others. 
4. Give more.  
5. Expect less. 
6. Forgive, forgive and forgive more! 
7. Last, but most importantly, root life in God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
  

And regarding the Holy Family .......  
 Are you aware that if we died tomorrow, the company that we are working for could easily replace us in a matter of days. 
But the family we left behind will feel the loss for the rest of their lives. And come to think of it, many of us pour ourselves more 
into work than into our own family, an unwise investment indeed, don’t you think?  

A Blessed and Healthy New Year to your entire Family 
and because of you I’m . . . . . . . Counting my Blessings, Fr. Peter 



 

 

Collection for December 20, 2020 
  

Sunday: $6,610.50 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 
$5,731.00 

PRAISE THE LORD 

Christmas at American Martyrs  

 Christmas in American Martyrs is a beautiful and exciting time. I have been impressed by the generosity and warmth of the 
season. The number of gifts collected by the parish for the poor and Religious is a great example of the spirit that exists in Oakland 
Gardens. There is a deep appreciation for the blessings that have been received and that are now passed on to family, friends and 
even to those unknown to us, the stranger we are called to welcome in the name of Jesus. You can feel it at Mass, in the streets and 
the special gatherings we experience in the holy season. It is a tremendous blessing to us all.  
 It is something that I, as a priest, have the joy of experiencing in this parish throughout the year. The generosity and spirit 
of the Christ child is felt in the various organizations, the volunteers of our religious education teachers, the many Lectors and Extra 
Ordinary Ministers of Communion, the CYO Sports Program volunteers, and so many others in our community reminding me of the 
true meaning of the Incarnation - that Christ has come and dwells among us. I see how He dwells among us in you - and I am  
grateful for your witness to His love in such beauty and simple service.  
 Christmas gives us a more focused and dramatic experience of this wondrous love. So celebrate it for as long as possible, 
for we really need it. We all know that this season will pass too quickly, maybe passed already for some. We can have a post-
holiday sadness, or that feeling that it all passes much too quickly.  
 But I know that I will soon see it in simple ways; neighbor helping neighbor, strong helping weak, older leading younger, 
generosity poured out in the beautiful ordinary love that lives in our community. Truly the Word has become Flesh - and dwells 
among US .  

 
New Year’s Thoughts… 
... Floater and Smitty  

 
On New Year’s Day and the whole year through,  

We hope the kindness you’ve given to others returns 
many times to you. May hope, love and warmth 

be in your heart’s possessing,  
and may the New Year bring 

you and yours many of God’s choice blessings!  

The Holy Family 
Today we celebrate the feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

I'm sure you heard the story about Jesus as a young boy - one day he was out playing with the other kids in Nazareth and 
came back covered in mud. The Blessed Mother opened the door, gasped at the sight, and said: "God, look at yourself!" (Sorry  
about that).  
 Still, there is a point. Families are beautiful; our loved ones fill us with joy. Yet, families, even the most loving of them, can 
still be pretty messy at times. Relationships are delicate matters; they need constant care and attention. Every family member is  
important, every need and feeling needs to be addressed. Is it not a great consolation that the Lord himself experienced all this? Do 
not the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, and Jesus provide real life practical encouragement and wisdom?  
 The Savior chose to grow up the same way we do. Let us, therefore, invite him anew into our homes, so that our families 
can be places of faith and grace!  

A continued most blessed and joyous Christmas to all, Deacon Stan, Fr. Emmanuel, Fr. King,  
Msgr. Bracken, Fr. Cowan and I thank you for the privilege of serving you!  

 
NEW YEAR  

The object of a new year is not that we should have a new year, 
but rather that we should have a new soul. ―G. K. Chesterton  



 

 

Floater and Smitty  
American Martyrs in House Comedians 

 
Our New Year’s Resolutions  

Floater: A New Year’s resolution is something that goes in one 
year and out the other.  
Smitty: My new year’s resolution is to be more optimistic by 
keeping my cup half-full with either rum, vodka, or whiskey.   
Floater: May I have all I need and want all I have..    
Smitty: Dear Luck, can we be friends in 2015 Please?   
Floater: My New Years Resolution is to break my New Years 
Resolutions....That way I succeed at something!  
Smitty: There have been many times in 2020, when I have  
annoyed you, disturbed you, irritated you, and bugged the hell out 
of you, .today I just wanna tell you I plan to continue in 2021!   
Floater: I will do less laundry and use more deodorant.   

 
Starting Tuesday, January 5, 2020 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
with Fr. Peter 

  
After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  
Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irenee McGrath and Chistine Biondi  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
  

Saturday, December 26th   
5:00 pm: Faithful of American Martyrs  

 
Sunday, December 27th 

8:30 am: Faithful of American Martyrs  
10:30am: Victor + Agnes Mongelli (Suzanne) 

Antionio Mongelli (Family) 
Rosale Mendoz Guerreo Bell (Apostaero Family)  

12:30pm: Healing of Christine Biondo (Aunt Karen) 
 

Monday, December 28th  

  John Fitzsimmons (Family) 
 

Tuesday, December 29th 

 David A. Zack (Ruth Zack) 
  

Wednesday, December 30th 

Susan Calale Scheno (Babch Family)   
  

Thursday, December 31st 
8:30am: In Thanksgiving (Donna + Steve) 

7:30pm: World Peace 
8:30pm: Holy Hour 

 
Friday, January 1st 

 10:30am: World Peace 
  

Saturday, January 2nd  
8:30 am:  In Thanksgiving for Deacon Stan 

  
5:00 pm: Stanley Ruzalski (Rita + Bobby)  

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Patrick Carragee  

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May 

perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace; and may their souls and the 

souls of all the faithful departed  
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for  

Patrick + Joan Kearney (Family) 
The Gifts of Altar Candles 

are offered for  
Special Intention (MR) 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                        
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

The American Martyrs Respect Life Ministry  
invites you to join us for a prayer service,  
including praying of The Rosary and Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament led by Deacon Stan 
Galazin on the National Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children Wednes-
day, January 22nd at 7:15pm in the Church 

PRAY FOR  
WORLD  
PEACE 


