
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Epiphany  -- January 3, 2021 

“Rise up in splendor! Your light has come.”  Is Christ calling  
you to serve Him in others as a sister, broth deacon or priest?    

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

 Dear People of God... ...A Blessed, Happy and Healthy New Year to all! 2020 is history (Thank God) and the doors have swung open to 
2021! Where did 2020 go? (Who Cares!) As we start a new year together, it can be a wonderful opportunity to  
remember and look forward with hope and joy in the Lord Jesus. Life is difficult and the road is filled with many bumps and curves. However,  
God is constant and straight in His love for us. God pursues us — always seeking to love and forgive each one. Our God is a God of second 
chances and new beginnings. Jesus came into our world to reveal his Father of love, mercy, forgiveness and new beginnings. The Lord truly holds 
each one of us in the palm of His hands!  
 We celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany this weekend. The Epiphany reminds and challenges us about the importance of recognizing 
the Real Presences of Jesus, Emmanuel, Wonder Child, Prince of Peace, in our lives — no matter what our age! Recognizing Christ in our life is 
not always easy and time moves much too quickly...  
 

...And speaking of time, enjoy the following and pass it on.  
 
Time Gets Better With Age I learned that I like my teacher because she cries when we sing “Silent Night.” Age 5  
I learned that our dog doesn’t want to eat my broccoli either. Age 7  
I learned that when I wave to people in the country, they stop what they are doing and wave back. Age 9  
I learned that just when I get my room the way I like it, Mom makes me clean it up again. Age 12  
I learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you should try cheering someone else up. Age 14  
I learned that although it’s hard to admit it, I’m secretly glad my parents are strict with me. Age 15  
I learned that silent company is often more healing than words of advice. Age 24  
I learned that brushing my child’s hair is one of life’s great pleasures. Age 26  
I learned that wherever I go, the world’s worst drivers have followed me there. Age 29  
I learned that if someone says something unkind about me, I must live so that no one will believe it. Age 30  
I learned that there are people who love you dearly, but just don’t know how to show it. Age 42  
I learned that you can make someone’s day by simply sending them a little note. Age 44  
I learned that the greater a person’s sense of guilt, the greater his or her need to cast blame on others. Age 46  
I learned that children and grandparents are natural allies. Age 47  
I learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it seems, life does go on, and it will be better tomorrow. Age 48  
I learned that singing, “Amazing Grace” can lift my spirits for hours. Age 49  
I learned that motel mattresses are better on the side away from the phone. Age 50  
I learned that you can tell a lot about a man by the way he handles a rainy day; lost luggage; and tangled Christmas lights. Age 51  
I learned that keeping a vegetable garden is worth a medicine cabinet full of pills. Age 52  
I learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents, you miss them terribly after they die. Age 53  
I learned that making a living is not the same thing as making a life. Age 58  
I learned that if you want to do something positive for your children, work to improve your marriage. Age 61  
I learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance. Age 62  
I learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catchers mitt on both hands. Age 64  
I learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you. But if you focus on your family, the needs of others, your work, meeting new people and 
doing the very best you can, happiness will find you. Age 65  
I learned that everyone can use a prayer. Age 72  
I learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one. Age 82  
I learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love that human touch — holding hands, a warm hug or just a friendly pat 
on the back. Age 90  
and I learned that I still have a lot to learn. Age 96...  

...I’ve just learned you have had enough...  
...Again, HAPPY NEW YEAR... ...Fr. Peter  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
THE MITTEN DRIVE CONTINUES UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY 

PLEASE HELP KEEP WARM THOSE IN NEED 



 

 

Christmas at American Martyrs  

 Christmas in American Martyrs is a beautiful and exciting time. I have been impressed by the generosity and warmth of the 
season. The number of gifts collected by the parish for the poor and Religious is a great example of the spirit that exists in Oakland 
Gardens. There is a deep appreciation for the blessings that have been received and that are now passed on to family, friends and 
even to those unknown to us, the stranger we are called to welcome in the name of Jesus. You can feel it at Mass, in the streets and 
the special gatherings we experience in the holy season. It is a tremendous blessing to us all.  
 It is something that I, as a priest, have the joy of experiencing in this parish throughout the year. The generosity and spirit 
of the Christ child is felt in the various organizations, the volunteers of our religious education teachers, the many Lectors and Extra 
Ordinary Ministers of Communion, the CYO Sports Program volunteers, and so many others in our community reminding me of the 
true meaning of the Incarnation - that Christ has come and dwells among us. I see how He dwells among us in you - and I am  
grateful for your witness to His love in such beauty and simple service.  
 Christmas gives us a more focused and dramatic experience of this wondrous love. So celebrate it for as long as possible, 
for we really need it. We all know that this season will pass too quickly, maybe passed already for some. We can have a post-
holiday sadness, or that feeling that it all passes much too quickly.  
 But I know that I will soon see it in simple ways; neighbor helping neighbor, strong helping weak, older leading younger, 
generosity poured out in the beautiful ordinary love that lives in our community. Truly the Word has become Flesh - and dwells 
among US .  



 

 

Starting Tuesday, January 5, 2020 
Weekly Sacred Scripture Study with Fr. Peter 

  
After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  
Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Collection for December 27, 2020 
  

Christmas Day 
Parish: $8,125.00 

Catholic Charities: $1,821.00 
 

Sunday, December 27, 2020: $6,401.50 
 

Sunday, December 29, 2019: $5,657.00 

Purgatorial Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New members enrolled for January 2021 
 

Virginia + Joseph Larraia 
 

Frank + Anna Smaldino 
(MaryAnn + Greg) 

 
Catherine Schreiber 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
 

Deceased Members of the 
Smaldino + Granieri Families 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
 

Marianna + Michael Jesiolkiewic 
(Christine Jessik) 

 
The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 
monthly Masses (starting on the month of enrollment)  
offered on the First Sunday of every month at the 
10:30am Mass..  The stipend to enroll a loved one is 
$25.00 .  The names of those enrolled for the first month 
will be published in our bulletin. 

 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irenee McGrath, Frances Burgess and Chistine Biondi  

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
Saturday, January 2nd   

5:00 pm: Stanley Ruzalski (Rita + Bobby)  
Deceased of the Stanislawski Family 

 
Sunday, January 3rd 

8:30 am: Domenick Pinto (Maryanne + John Pinto)  
10:30am: Purgatorial Society 

12:30pm: Faithful of American Martyrs  
 

Monday, January 4th  

Jeff Van Every   
 

Tuesday, January 5th 

 Nicholas Treppedi 
  

Wednesday, January 6th 

Rose Lewis (Al+Lira Porce) 
  

Thursday, January 7th 
 Robert Maul (Margeret Stamm) 

 
Friday, January 8th 

 Prayers of Thanksgiving (Mr.+Mrs. G. Ballesteros) 
  

Saturday, January 9th  
8:30 am: Patrick Carragee (HLS Group @ Morgan Stanley)    

  
5:00 pm: Faithful of American Martyrs  

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
  

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May 

perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace; and may their souls and the 

souls of all the faithful departed  
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
 

The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for  
Intentions of 

Pat White 
  



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                        
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

The American Martyrs Respect Life Ministry  
invites you to join us for a prayer service,  
including praying of The Rosary and Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament led by Deacon Stan 
Galazin on the National Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children  
Wednesday, January 20th at 7:15pm in the 
Church 

Thank You for all the Birthday 
Wishes,  

I felt the L-O-V-E 
Theresa  Asche 


