
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Baptism of Our Lord -- January 10, 2021 
“This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Are you 
considering making known the love of our Heavenly Father as a 
priest, deacon, sister or brother? Contact the Vocation Office at 
(718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God...  
A few years ago, I was speaking with a woman in the midst of a divorce. She made a profound comment I’ll always re- member. As 
I was listening, she was reflecting upon her life and stated: “In life, change is inevitable, but growth is optional.” I have thought  
often of her statement over the years. Many times we fight change—we want things as they were—don’t rock the boat! Yet, life 
around and within us is always changing. I share with you some statistics that were given to me. As we begin a new year together, 
enjoy the following....ponder....pass on.........  

The Year 1903  
 
The year is 1903.... what a difference 118 years make! Here are some of the statistics for 1903:  
—The average life expectancy in the U.S. was 47 years. 
—Only 14 percent of the homes in the U.S. had a bathtub. 
—Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. 
—A three minute phone call from Denver to New York City cost eleven dollars.  
—There were only 8,000 cars in the U.S. and only 114 miles of paved roads.  
—The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.  
—Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa and Tennessee were each more heavily populated than California. With a mere 1.4 million residents, 
California was only the 21st most populous state in the Union. 
—The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 
—The average wage in the U.S. was 22 cents an hour.  
—The average worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
—A competent accountant could expect to earn $2,000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year, a veterinarian between $1,500 and  
$4,000 per year and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year. 
—More than 95 percent of all births in the U.S. took place at home. 
—90 percent of all U.S. physicians had no college education. Instead, they attended medical schools, many of which were  
condemned in the press and by the government as “substandard.” 
—Sugar cost four cents a pound. Eggs were 14 cents a dozen. Coffee cost 15 cents a pound. 
—Most women only washed their hair once a month and used borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
—Canada passed a law prohibiting poor people from entering the country for any reason. 
—The five leading causes of death in the U.S. were: 1. Pneumonia and influenza. 2. Tuberculosis. 3. Diarrhea. 
4. Heart disease. 5. Stroke. 
—The American flag had 45 stars. Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii and Alaska hadn’t been admitted to the Union yet. 
—The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was 30. 
—Crossword puzzles, canned beer and iced tea hadn’t been invented. 
—There was no Mother’s Day or Father’s Day. 
—One in ten U.S. adults couldn’t read or write. 
—Only six percent of all Americans had graduated from high school.  

So as we live our life — live one day at a time centering life in God— 
and may our lives always reflect Gospel values rooted in Jesus Christ.  

Enjoy the gift of life—one day at a time!  
 

On the journey with you, Fr. Peter  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
THE MITTEN DRIVE CONTINUES UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY 

PLEASE HELP KEEP WARM THOSE IN NEED 



 

 

 
2021 YEAR OF RENEWAL  

FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
 

• We are called to share the joy that stems from knowing 
and  loving Jesus with others  
• Evangelization is carrying forward the mission of the 
church  
• In our present-day society, the need for the church is    
becoming more urgent  
• The Diocese will engage in A Year of Renewal for  
Catholic Education to focus on the evangelization of     
children. As Jesus called the children to Him, we must call 
the children to the Church. 

CHRISTMAS AT AMERICAN MARTYRS  
 

A very special thank you to our parishioners who volunteered their time and talent in preparing American Martyrs for Christmas. 
The Chapel, Church and Parish Grounds looked fantastic.   
We also must thank and remember those that made the Christmas Giving Tree and Mitten Drive a success. 
 
Thanks to our Angels and Saints, Theresa Asche, Jovie Chorzepa, Mary Cohen, Jim McLooen, Johanna Zafferese, Jared 
Jagiello, Joe Timpa, Linda Limberg, Deacon Stan Galazin, Pat Adams, Jose Espindola, Margaret and Ken MacPherson  

A Very Much Appreciated Thank You to 

Thomas F. Dalton Funeral Homes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For printing our 2021 Calendars  
Feel Free to take one (if you haven’t already) 

When you leave American Martyrs today. 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study Tuesday 
After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  
Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Purgatorial Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New members enrolled for January 2021 
 

Virginia + Joseph Larraia 
 

Frank + Anna Smaldino 
(MaryAnn + Greg) 

 
Catherine Schreiber 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
 

Deceased Members of the 
Smaldino + Granieri Families 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
 

Marianna + Michael Jesiolkiewic 
(Christine Jessik) 

 
The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 
monthly Masses (starting on the month of enrollment)  
offered on the First Sunday of every month at the 
10:30am Mass..  The stipend to enroll a loved one is 
$25.00 .  The names of those enrolled for the first month 
will be published in our bulletin. 

 

 
36 Days till Floater, Smitty and Yogi  

Report to Spring Training  
 
Floater: “If people don’t want to come to the ballpark how are 
you going to stop them?” 
Smitty: “If you ask me a question I don’t know, I’m not going 
to answer.”  
Floater: Slump? I ain’t in no slump...I just ain’t hitting.” 
Smitty: “It was hard to have a conversation with anyone, there 
were too many people talking.” 
Floater: “When you come to a fork in the road, take it.” 
Smitty: Yogi while driving the car lost: “We’re lost, but we’re 
making good time!” 
Floater: “If I didn’t wake up I’d still be sleeping.” 
Smitty: “I usually take a two hour nap from 1 to 4.” 
Floater: “If you can’t imitate him, don’t copy him.” 
Smitty: “It gets late early out there.” 
Floater: “ 90 % of the game is half mental.”  



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irenee McGrath, Frances Burgess and Chistine Biondi  

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
Saturday, January 9th  

5:00 pm: Faithful of American Martyrs  
 

Sunday, January 10th 

8:30 am: Richard Walsh (Susan + John Cullo)  
10:30am: Jack Bills (Ann Marie) 

Florentino Apostaclero, Sr.( Jovie) 
Joseph + Josephine Galani (Marianne + John Pinto) 

12:30pm: Carlo Cercone (Ann + Mark Bermer)  
 

Monday, January 11th  

Jose   
 

Tuesday, January 12th 

Joseph Ossanna (Wife Elaine) 
  

Wednesday, January 13th 

A Special Healing Intention (MR) 
  

Thursday, January 14th 
 The Soul of Baby Hailey Rae Merolle (Ryan R.) 

 
Friday, January 15th 

 Francis X. Fullam 
  

Saturday, January 16th  
8:30 am: Patricia Adams (Fr. Peter) 

    
5:00 pm: Paul F. Kelly, Sr. (EO) 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Of American Martyrs, especially  

 
Rennie S. Monteiro 

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace; and may their souls and 

the souls of all the faithful departed  
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  

are offered for  
Intentions of 

Msgr. Vincent X. Fullam   

 
Collection for January 3, 2021 

  
Solemnity of Mary, January 1, 2021: $848 

 
Sunday, January 3, 2021: $7,276 

 
Sunday, January 2, 2020: $7,458 

 
JANUARY 10, 2021  

THE BAPTISM of the LORD THE WATERS OF BAPTISM  
When new sod is put in, it needs constant saturation with water. 
Landscapers say that this “knits” the sod to the soil. The same 
when a branch is grafted onto a tree: the poultice that joins them at 
the splice must be kept wet at all times. Water is the stuff that 
binds the very cells of our bodies together. No wonder religions 
throughout all times and cultures have used it so prominently. 
When Jesus stepped into the Jordan for baptism, he “knit” himself 
to what had come before him. By going to the Jordan, he made 
himself one with the people of Israel who had crossed it into their 
Promised Land. With John the Baptist, Christ wove himself into 
the prophetic tradition that heralded the coming reign of God. He 
had become fully human in the waters of Mary’s womb, and by 
partaking in the rite of the baptism of repentance, Jesus identified 
himself with our sinful, frail humanity. It is through the waters of 
baptism that Christ continues to graft new members onto his Body, 
the Church; through these waters we are cleansed from sin and 
filled with the promise of grace, given our destiny for eternal life. 
For us, as for Jesus, it is also the waters of baptism that inaugurate 
our mission to proclaim the Good News. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  



 

 

 
The American Martyrs Respect Life Ministry  
invites you to join us for a prayer service,  
including praying of The Rosary and Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament led by Deacon Stan 
Galazin on the National Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children  
Friday, January 22nd at 7:15pm in Church 

 
Fr. John J. Murray Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest Winners 
 

Ages 5-7: James Scavone and Vinny Shoule 
 

Ages 8-10: Kaitlin Farley, Serina Horan, Angelina Curiel,  
Victoria Avila, Bobby Shoule and Landon Madrazo 

 
Ages 11-14: Katarina Binec, Lelaina Madrazo and Sophia Madrazo 

 
Thanks to Brother Knight Pat Farley who is our Council's Family Director,  

Pat made the contest happen this year. Pat, nice job my friend. 


