
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time -- January 17, 2021  
“Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?”  Is 

the Holy Spirit leading you to share your gifts as a priest,  
deacon or in the consecrated life?  Contact the Vocation Office 

at (718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God,  We have Promises to Keep, so please Listen to your Life. 
 

‘The woods are lovely, dark and deep. But I have promises to keep, 
 And miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep.’ 

 
It’s easier said than done. Easy to make a good start - a teacher going into a classroom for the first time / a priest celebrating Mass 
for the first time / a couple exchanging marriage vows / a mother holding her own child in her own arms for the first time / walking 
into a new job. In all of those circumstances there seems to be nothing that would possibly prevent us from keeping the promises we 
have to keep. No matter how lovely or dark or deep the woods of life may be, there are times when we couldn’t even imagine them 
distracting us to such a degree that in any way we might betray the promises that we so much wanted to keep.  
 
But time passes, enthusiasm declines, converting dreams into reality becomes more difficult as the humdrum existence of daily life 
wears us down, as we become more aware of our own personal failures and weaknesses.  
So at this New Year we pray for courage, for perseverance, for love: courage to do what is right, perseverance to live up to the  
responsibilities we have in life, and love to help us confront in ourselves the failures and the short-cuts that we so easily substitute 
for right living.  

‘The woods are lovely, dark and deep. But I have promises to keep, 
 And miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep.’ 

 
Those who practice mindfulness (the act of concentrating on your breathing, being aware of your breath and what is going on for 
you in the present moment) note that when you are on a journey it is certainly helpful to know where you are going, but remember 
the only thing that is ultimately real about your journey is the step you are taking at this moment. That is all there ever is. So we  
discover that if we really keep our eyes peeled to it and our ears open, if we really pay attention to it, even such a limited and  
limiting life as the one you and I are living opens us onto extraordinary vistas. Taking your child to school. Kissing your spouse 
goodbye. Eating lunch with a friend. Trying to do a decent day’s work. Watching the snow flakes fall against your window. There  
is no event so commonplace but that God is present within it, almost hidden, always leaving you room to recognize Him or not to 
recognize Him, but all the more fascinatingly because of that, all the more compellingly and hauntingly…..  
 
The critically acclaimed and widely read author, Frederick Buechner, says something well worth reflecting upon at the start of a  
new year: “Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery that it is. In the boredom and pain of it no less than in the  
excitement and gladness. Touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it because in the last analysis all moments are 
key moments, and life itself is grace”  

Have a blessed week. 
Fr. Peter 

P.S. Welcome back to ordinary Time (leave your clocks alone) 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
THE MITTEN DRIVE CONTINUES UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY 

PLEASE HELP KEEP WARM THOSE IN NEED 



 

 

CHRISTMAS AT AMERICAN MARTYRS  
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

A very special thank you to our parishioners who volunteered their time and talent in preparing American Martyrs for 
Christmas. The Chapel, Church and Parish Grounds looked fantastic.  

We also must thank and remember those that made the Christmas Giving Tree and Mitten Drive a success. 
 

Thanks to our Angels and Saints, Theresa Asche, Jovie Chorzepa, Mary Cohen, Jim McLooen, Johanna Zafferese, 
Jared Jagiello, Joe Timpa, Linda Limberg, Deacon Stan Galazin, Pat Adams, Jose Espindola, Margaret  

and Ken MacPherson  

AMERICAN MARTYRS LOOKED SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL 

A Very Much Appreciated Thank You to 

Thomas F. Dalton Funeral Homes   
(For printing our 2021 Calendars.)   

Feel Free to take one (if you haven’t already) When you leave American Martyrs today. 

 
I’ve noticed that everyone who is for abortion has already been born.” – Ronald Reagan  

“A person is a person no matter how small.” – Dr. Seuss 
“Even the smallest person can change the course of the future.” ― J.R.R. Tolkien  

“The care of human life and happiness, and not their destruction,  
is the first and only object of good government.” – Thomas Jefferson 

“How can there be too many children? That is like saying there are too many flowers.” – 
Mother Teresa 

“This is a debate about our understanding of human dignity, what it means to be a 
member of the human family,  

even though tiny, powerless and unwanted” – Henry Hyde 
“It seems to me clear as daylight that abortion would be a crime.” – Gandhi 

“We’re all human, aren’t we? Every human life is worth the same, and worth saving.” – J.K. Rowling 
“The right to life is the first among human rights.” – Pope Francis 

“Hearing my unborn baby’s heartbeat “was the most beautiful music I ever heard in my life.” – Beyonce 
“The fight for the right to life is not the cause of a special few, but the cause of every man, woman and child  

who cares not only about his or her own family, but the whole family of man.” – Dr. Mildred Jefferson 
“Sweeter even than to have had the joy of children of my own has it been for me to help bring about a better state of things for 

mothers generally, so that their unborn little ones could not be willed away from them.” – Susan B. Anthony  

 
The rectory office will be closed Monday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King’s Holiday 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study Tuesday 
After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  
Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Purgatorial Society 
New members enrolled for January 2021 

Virginia + Joseph Larraia 
Frank + Anna Smaldino 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
Catherine Schreiber 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
Deceased Members of the 

Smaldino + Granieri Families 
(MaryAnn + Greg) 

Marianna + Michael Jesiolkiewic 
(Christine Jessik) 

 
The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 
monthly Masses (starting on the month of enrollment)  
offered on the First Sunday of every month at the 
10:30am Mass..  The stipend to enroll a loved one is 
$25.00 .  The names of those enrolled for the first month 
will be published in our bulletin. 

Floater and Smitty: Preparing to go Skiing 
 
Smitty: How does a snowboarder introduce himself?  
Floater: ”Sorry, dude.”  
 
“Daddy Smitty, Daddy Smitty, I want to be a ski instructor  
when I grow up! "Now Floater, you can't do both!”  
 
Floater finds out he needs a brain transplant. Doctor Smitty pro-
ceeds to show him various brains. One brain, which belonged to 
a skier, cost $500, the other, which belonged to a boarder, cost 
$5000. Perplexed, Floater asks Dr. Smitty about the price differ-
ence. Dr. Smitty replies "Well, the boarder's brain has never 
been used!”  
 
Smitty: What do you say to a snowboard instructor Floater in 
summer?  
A Big Mac and fries please Floater!  
 
Smitty: Where does a snowman keep his money?  
Floater: In a snow bank.  
 
Smitty: What do you call an old snowman?  
Floater: Water!  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                       
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irenee McGrath, Frances Burgess and Chistine Biondi  

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
Saturday, January 16th  

5:00 pm: Paul F. Kelly, Sr. (EO) 
 

Sunday, January 17th 

8:30 am: The Faithful of American Martyrs 
10:30am:William Radacinski (Barbara + Bill Bennett) 

Arthur Woods (Kathleen Flugd Family) 
Richard Abonoolo (L.I. Justice Initiative) 

12:30pm:Amando Amarain (his son, Javier)  
 

Monday, January 18th  
Isabel Raghunath (4th Birthday)  

Lucy Johnson (Family) 

 
Tuesday, January 19th 

Kathleen Fitzgerald (Denis Gillespie) 
   

Wednesday, January 20th 

 Msgr. Vincent X. Fullam’s Health 
 

Thursday, January 21st 
Gloria Riccoppa (Patricia Merola) 

 
Friday, January 22nd 

 Students in the School of Religious Education  
 

Saturday, January 23rd 
8:30 am: Robert Giamarino (Mr.+Mrs. G. Ballesteros)  

 
5:00 pm: Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Rayder, Jr. 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
  

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May 

perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace; and may their souls and the 

souls of all the faithful departed  
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  

are offered for  
Intentions of 

Nora Fernandezz (Madrazzone Family)  

Collection for January 10, 2021 
  
 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 
E-Giving: 1,929.50 

Collection: $4,615.00 
Total: S6,544.50 

 
Sunday, January 9, 2020: $5,879 

 
WATCHING FOR THE MESSIAH  

 
Today's Gospel story of John and his disciples seeing and 
following Jesus sounds so simple and casual, it's easy to  
miss the significant acts of faith that are made. 
 
John points to Jesus: "Look," he says, "there is the Lamb of 
God." John's faith in Jesus is evident, so evident that John's 
disciples immediately leave his side to follow this Jesus. The 
two disciples make their own act of faith. They follow Jesus, 
spend time with him, and are quick to spread the good news 
of their discovery: "We have found the Messiah." It is easy to 
forget that the expectations of generations, the hopes of 
many ages of faith- ful people were being fulfilled in these 
simple acts of faith. The Lamb of God, the Messiah, foretold 
by the prophets, had finally come. Nearly everyone among 
the Jewish people was watching for the Messiah back then; 
who in our own society watches for signs of the presence of 
the Messiah today? Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  2018 



 

 

 
2021 YEAR OF RENEWAL  

FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
 

 We are called to share the joy that stems from knowing 
and  loving Jesus with others 

 
• Evangelization is carrying forward  

the mission of the church 

 
• In our present-day society, the need for  

the church is becoming more urgent  

 
• The Diocese will engage in A Year of Renewal for  
Catholic Education to focus on the evangelization of     

children. As Jesus called the children to Him, we must call 
the children to the Church. 

 
The American Martyrs Respect Life Ministry  
invites you to join us for a prayer service,  
including praying of The Rosary and Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament led by Deacon Stan Galazin 
on the National Day of Prayer for the Legal  
Protection of Unborn Children Friday, January 22nd 
at 7:15pm in Church 

Reflecting on God’s Word  
Once more we stand with John the Baptist and learn from what he does. Watching Jesus walk by, he says to two of his disciples, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God.” And “the two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus” (John 1:36–37). One was Andrew, who, 
in turn, goes to his brother Simon and brings him to Jesus. And Jesus gives him a new name, Cephas, which means “rock.” 
 
A new life begins for Andrew and Simon, and most likely for the other disciple as well, possibly either James or John (both were 
fishermen with Peter and Andrew). It was clear to Jesus that they were searching for something: “What are you looking for?” They 
answered, “Teacher, where are you staying?” implying that it was going to take more than a few minutes to answer that question. 
Jesus took them in immediately: “Come, and you will see . . . And they stayed with him that day” (John 1:38–39). 
 
As we return to Ordinary Time, which comes from the Latin ordo (“numbered”), we count the weeks off by numbers: Second  
Sunday, Third Sunday, and so on. But “ordinary time” is lived in a world touched by God’s grace. God continues to come into our 
lives, if we would notice. 
 
Like John pointing out Jesus to his two disciples, the old priest Eli helps Samuel to understand that the Lord is entering the boy’s life 
and tells him to respond, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:9). We bring each other to God, to Jesus Christ, by 
being attentive to how God is at work among us. God continues to work through each of us, and that is what makes “ordinary time” 
continuously extraordinary. —James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.  

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 

 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up  

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 


