
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time -- January 24, 2021  

“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Are you 
being called to strengthen Christ’s Church through a vocation to 
the priesthood, diaconate or the consecrated life? Contact the 
Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God,  SENIOR BRAINS NOT FAULTY, JUST CLUTTERED  
'Matter of Laugh or Death,' a humor column By Bill Dunn  

Interesting observations on this thing we call life  
 
A new study claims the brains of older people work slower, not because of degeneration caused by the aging process, but because 
there is so much information stored in there. A team of researchers from Tübingen University in Germany likened the memory  
skills of senior citizens to full hard drives on computers. The correct pieces of information are there — somewhere — but it just 
takes a little longer to sift through volumes of data to find them. 
  
See, I told you I’m not losing it. Just because I’ve gotten into the habit recently of pausing in mid-sentence to come up with the right 
word does not mean my brain is beginning to falter; it just means my brain has to dig through a dozen cranial file cabinets before 
being able to complete the sentence. (Although I’m still a little worried about what happened last week when I said to a co- worker, 
“Mike called me this morning on my, uh, on my, uh, let’s see, ummm — cell phone! Yeah, cell phone.” Maybe I was just tired that 
day.) 
For those of you who are technophobes (for some reason I didn’t have to pause to come up with that word), which means being  
fearful of advanced technology such as computers, let me offer an analogy that might be more understandable than the analogy of a 
computer hard drive. 
 
Imagine you move into a house with a completely empty garage, and you put a box of dishes in the corner of the garage. Later on,  
if you need to get some dishes, it takes no time at all to find the box in the garage. 
 
But now imagine you store the box in the corner of the empty garage, and then over the course of the next ten years you store  
another 60 boxes of various items in the garage. Or if you’re like me, it’s closer to 600 boxes. When you need to get some dishes, 
you know they’re out there in the garage, but it will take a bit longer to find them, won’t it? In my case it would be quicker to drive 
to Bed Bath & Beyond and buy new dishes. Heck, it would be quicker to enroll in an 8-week pottery class and MAKE new dishes. 
During the past five-plus decades I’ve stored so much useless data in my brain, it’s ridiculous. No wonder I’m pausing more and 
more these days to complete sentences. Here is a tiny sample of the data that is currently stuffed into my head, which I now will  
type quickly without needing to check Wikipedia or Google: Carl Yastrzemski batted .326, hit 44 home runs, and had 121 RBIs in 
his Triple Crown 1967 season. Actor Alan Ladd stood 5-feet, 6-inches tall. The TV show M*A*S*H ran for eleven years, while the 
Korean War lasted three years. We beat Madison on Thanksgiving Day my senior year in high school by a score of 42 to 14. The 
purchasing agent at N&S Supply in the mid-1990s was named Lou, and the discount we offered him was 34% off list price. My first 
cell phone was a Nextel, which was about the size of a brick, but much heavier. “If I leave here tomorrow / Would you still  
remember me?” and the rest of the words to the song “Free Bird,” plus the lyrics to every other song by Skynyrd, Springsteen, U2, 
the Beatles, etc. And of course, the infield fly rule. 
 
I wish there was a way to do a data dump and clear some space in my head. If so, that would be really, uh, really, uh, let’s see, 
ummm — really good! Yeah, really good.  
 

Let’s pray for our Great Senior Citizens this week! 
Fr. Peter 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
THE MITTEN DRIVE CONTINUES UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY 

PLEASE HELP KEEP WARM THOSE IN NEED 



 

 

CHRISTMAS AT AMERICAN MARTYRS  
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

A very special thank you to our parishioners that responded with generous hearts to your parish this Christmas.   

During these trying times the past 10 months I have been in awe of everybody’s generosity.  Your gifts to 
American Martyrs this Christmas was $27,000.    The gift will be used to help off set the loss of income this 
past year (No Bingo Income since March 9, very low collections during the first six months and the added  
expenses to keeping American Martyrs Sanitized). 

Please know well that you, the faithful of American Martyrs are in my daily prayers! 

In Christ, 
Fr. Peter J. Rayder 

 
CLEANING OUT 

Last week I threw out worrying, it gets old and in the way.  It kept me from being me; I  couldn’t do things my way.  I threw out 
those inhibitions; they were just crowding me out.  Made room for my New Growth, Got rid of old dreams and doubts.  I threw out  
a book of My Past (didn’t have time to read it anyway.)  replaced it with New Goals, Started reading it today.  I threw out my  
childhood toys (remember how I treasured them so?)  
 
Got me a New Philosophy too, Threw out the one form long ago.  Brought in some new  books too, Called, I Can, I Will, and I 
Must.  Threw out I Might, I Think and I Ought. Wow, you should’ve seen the dust.    
 
I ran across an Old Friend, haven’t see him in a while.  I believe His name is God, Yes,  I really like =His style.  He helped me to do 
some cleaning And Added some thing’s Himself.  Like PRAYER, HOPE and FAITH.  Yes I placed them right on the shelf.  I 
picked up this special thing AND placed it at the front door.  
 
I FOUND IT - its called PEACE.  Nothing gets me down anymore.  Yes, vie got my house looking nice.  Looks good around the 
place.  For things like Worry and Trouble, There just isn’t  any place.  It’s good to do a little house cleaning, Get rid of the old  
things on the shelf.  It sure makes things BRIGHTER; Maybe you should TRY IT YOURSELF.  Author Unknown 

 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

As a result of the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, the Church has defined a new pastoral plan for your care whenever you 
struggle with illness. There are rites for children, a communal rite for celebration in the parish, forms of care for the sick at each 
stage and transition, and for the desperately ill. There is a much broader interpretation of who may be anointed, including not only 
the visibly ill, but those battling addiction, or the elderly coping with the frustrating aches and pains of aging. Children under seven 
are normally not anointed, since the oil is associated with reconciliation. (For the same reason, they do not receive ashes on Ash 
Wednesday.) However, children close to that age who have a serious illness often gain a deep level of spiritual insight and maturity, 
and may benefit from catechesis for the Eucharist. Once admitted to confirmation and/or Eucharist, a sick child should be anointed. 
It is a great strength of our present rite that a section is included with prayers tailored to the experience and understanding of a   
child. Considering our recent history of being fairly sparing with this sacrament, the generosity of celebration today is helping us to 
retrieve an essential part of our tradition of reverence for the sick.  --Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
CHANGE OUR LIVES 

 
 In today's first reading, Jonah, sent by God to warn the people, storms through Nineveh, frightening the citizens out of their 
wits. It works! They repent before Jonah makes his way through a third of the city, and God sees "by their actions" how they have 
turned from evil.  
 Then we hear Paul telling the Corinthians that "the world in  its present form is passing away." He calls for a change of 
heart. He stops short of telling them to set aside their everyday lives, but still he urges them--rather mysteriously--to live as though 
they aren't doing the things they're doing.  
 Finally, Jesus stands on the shore and cries, "The kingdom of God is at hand!" The apostles-to-be abandon their nets and 
follow him. Thus in all the readings we hear an invitation to a radical and immediate change in our lives. Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study Tuesday 
After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  
Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Purgatorial Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New members enrolled for January 2021 
 

Virginia + Joseph Larraia 
Frank + Anna Smaldino 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
Catherine Schreiber 

(MaryAnn + Greg) 
Deceased Members of the 

Smaldino + Granieri Families 
(MaryAnn + Greg) 

Marianna + Michael Jesiolkiewic 
(Christine Jessik) 

 
The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 
monthly Masses (starting on the month of enrollment)  
offered on the First Sunday of every month at the 
10:30am Mass..  The stipend to enroll a loved one is 
$25.00 .  The names of those enrolled for the first month 
will be published in our bulletin. 

 
Floater and Smitty 

 
Floater: The number of people who confuse to and too is  
amazing two me! 
Smitty: I find it very annoying eating next to basketball players 
because they are dribbling throughout the meal. 
Floater: When I find myself in time of trouble butter pound 
cake comes to me speaking words of wisdom, Sara Lee. 
Smitty: And then there was the time Fruit of the Loom took 
Hanes to court.  It was a brief case. 
Floater: Man who puts foot in his mouth taste defeat! 
Smitty: Did you hear about the musician who was in a car  
collision and his guitar was totaled. The accident was just a 
Fender bender.  
Floater: What does a painter do when he gets cold?  He puts on 
another coat. 
Smitty: Why did the pig stop sunbathing? Because he was  
bacon in the sun. 
Floater: My friend is always complaining about his car.  I told 
him I didn’t want to hear his Saab story. 
Smitty: Broken pencils are pointless. 
Floater: You have a bladder infection urine trouble. 
Smitty: I didn’t like my beard at first, but then it grew on me. 
Floater:  I’m reading a book about anti-gravity.  I can not put it 
down. 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irenee McGrath, Frances Burgess and Chistine Biondi  

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

  
Saturday, January 23rd  

5:00 pm: Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Rayder, Jr. 
 

Sunday, January 24th 

8:30 am: Anna + Frank Smaldino (Mary Ann+ Gregg) 
10:30am:Wayne Ericsson (Joseph + Lisa Borella ) 

Antoinette (John Sitkowski) 
Anna Ramirez (Hink Family ) 

12:30pm:The Faithful of American Martyrs 
 

Monday, January 25th  
Robert McGinley (John Burke)  

 
Tuesday, January 26th 

 Edwin McGovern (John Burke) 
   

Wednesday, January 27th 

 Sheila McGovern (John Burke) 
 

Thursday, January 28th 
 Charles A. Burke (John Burke) 

 
Friday, January 29th 

 Nancy Burke (John Burke) 
 

Saturday, January 30th 
8:30 am: Intentions of Catholic War Veterans 

 
5:00 pm: Rigna Vazques (Gina Omolon) 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
 William Finneran and James Hodnett 

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.  May 

perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace; and may their souls and the 

souls of all the faithful departed  
rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  

are offered for  
Intentions of 

 Fr. James King 

 
Collection for January 17, 2021 

  
 

Sunday, January 17,  
E-Giving: $1,604.50 
Collection: $3,394 
Total: S4,995.50 

 
Sunday, January 19 2020: $5,508 

 
Thank You for your support during these trying 

times in Church life 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                       

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  

The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  
Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  
nycalanon.org   

Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 
Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  

Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 
National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   



 

 

 
2021 YEAR OF RENEWAL  

FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
 

• We are called to share the joy that stems from knowing 
and  loving Jesus with others  

• Evangelization is carrying forward the mission of the 
church  

• In our present-day society, the need for the church is    
becoming more urgent  

• The Diocese will engage in A Year of Renewal for  
Catholic Education to focus on the evangelization of     

children. As Jesus called the children to Him, we must call 
the children to the Church. 

 

Join the Knights in 
prayer during our 

monthly First Friday 
Holy Hour  

7:30pm on February 5 
Praying for Vocations 

Prayer to St. Joseph 

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our  
afflictions, and having implored the help of your most 

holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage 
also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the  
Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the 
paternal love with which you embraced the Child  
Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the 

inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his 
Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in 

our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend 
the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving 

father, ward off from us every contagion of error and 
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be 
kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle 

with the power of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly 
peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the 
snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, 
too, each one of us by your constant protection, so 

that, supported by your example and your aid, we may 
be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to  

obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 

 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up  

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 


