
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

First Sunday of Lent -- February 21, 2021  
“The Kingdom of God is at hand.” If in your listening to 
the Lord you are sensing the invitation to follow Christ 
as a priest, deacon, sister or brother, contact the  
Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Our Lenten Season is on the move, so, please prepare your hearts for the change that is needed. 
 

RECALL NOTICE: 
 
The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to a serious defect in the 
primary and central component of the heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype units code named Adam and Eve, 
resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units. This defect has been identified as "Subsequential Internal 
Non-morality," more commonly known as S.I.N., as it is primarily expressed. 

Some of the symptoms include: 
1. Loss of direction 

2. Foul vocal emissions 
3. Amnesia of origin 

4. Lack of peace and joy 
5. Selfish or violent behavior 
6. Depression or confusion 

7. Fearfulness 
8. Idolatry 

9. Rebellion 
 
The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing factory- authorized repair and service free of charge 
to correct this defect. The Repair Technician, JESUS, has most generously offered to bear the entire burden of the staggering cost  
of these repairs. There is no additional fee required. The number to call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R. Once connected, 
please upload your burden of SIN through the REPENTANCE procedure. Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair  
Technician, Jesus, into the heart component. 

No matter how big or small the SIN defect is, Jesus will replace it with: 
1. Love 
2. Joy 

3. Peace 
4. Patience 
5. Kindness 
6. Goodness 

7. Faithfulness 
8. Gentleness 
9. Self control 

Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E.(BEST Instructions Before Leaving Earth) for further details on the use of  
these fixes. 
WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being unit without correction voids any manufacturer warranties, exposing the unit to 
dangers and problems too numerous to list, and will result in the human unit being permanently impounded. For free emergency  
service, call on Jesus. 
DANGER: The human being units not responding to this recall action will have to be scrapped in the furnace. The SIN defect will 
not be permitted to enter Heaven so as to prevent contamination of that facility. Thank you for your attention! - GOD 
P.S. Please assist where possible by notifying others of this important recall notice, and you may contact the Father any time by 
'Knee mail'! Because HE Lives! 

 
Remember, “Working for God on earth doesn't pay much...but His retirement plan is out of this world!” 

On the Lenten journey with you……Fr. Peter 

	Little	Black		Lent	Reflection	Book	
	

Daily	Six	minute	reflections	on	the	Sunday	Gospels	of	Lent	
Take	one	home	as	you	leave	Mass	today…		

...leave	it	by	the	TV	or	Kitchen	Table	for	the	entire	family	to		
reflect	upon	this	Lenten	Season 



 

 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
 

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our  
afflictions, and having implored the help of your most holy 

Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the  
Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love 

with which you embraced the Child  
Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance 
which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your 

power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen 
children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us 
every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most 

mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our 
struggle with the power of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now 
protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and 
from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant 

protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we 
may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to  

obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

Lenten Regulations 
 

We once again enter into the grace-filled season of Lent. 
Throughout our Lenten journey, in preparation for the  
celebration of our Lord’s resurrection, we are invited to 
enter into a more intense period of prayer, penance, and 
almsgiving. In order to assist the faithful of the Diocese of 
Brooklyn to take full advantage of the Lenten season, our 
Bishop, Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, would like to 
remind us of the following:  
† ABSTINENCE: All the faithful who have reached 14 
years of age are required to abstain totally from meat on 
the Fridays of Lent. 
† FASTING: All the faithful between the ages of 18 and 59 
inclusive are bound to fast on Good Friday. This practice 
involves limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding 
food between meals. Light sustenance may also be taken 
on two other occasions during the day.  
† The special Paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed 
for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday. 
† EASTER DUTY: After they have been initiated into the 
Most Holy Eucharist, all the faithful are bound by the  
obligation of receiving Holy Communion at least once a 
year. This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter  
season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled at another 
time of the year. By special indult, in the United States, the 
time period for fulfilling this precept has been extended to 
include the period beginning the First Sunday of Lent 
(February 21, 2021) to The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity (Sunday, May 30, 2021).  



 

 

 
Purgatorial Society 

New members enrolled for February 2021 
 

Luis + Aida Parrales (Sarah Parrales) 
Carmela D’Andrea 
Dominick D’Andrea 

Christina + Federico Cadiente 
 

The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased 
loved one in 12 monthly Masses (starting 
on the month of enrollment) offered on the 
First Sunday of every month at the 
10:30am Mass..   
 
The stipend to enroll a loved one is 
$25.00 .  The names of those enrolled for 
the first month will be published in our  
bulletin. 

 

 
 
 
 

Baby Bottles for Life “Every Cent Helps” 
Fr. John J. Murray Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Lenten Project at American Martyrs 
 

Help the Sisters of Life In their Ministry to Unwed Mothers 
Fill a Bottle (or more) with your spare change  

and donate the change this Lent! 
 

Return Bottles on Palm Sunday or Good Friday to Church 

“LENT IS THE TIME FOR “LENT IS THE TIME FOR 
GREATER LOVE,GREATER LOVE,  

LISTEN TO JESUS’ THIRSTLISTEN TO JESUS’ THIRST……  
‘REPENT AND BELIEVE.’ ”‘REPENT AND BELIEVE.’ ” 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 



 

 

Our Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized: 
 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irenee McGrath, Frances Burgess and Chistine Biondi  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
  

Saturday, February 20th 
5:00 pm: Stanley Ruzalski (Children) 

 
Sunday, February 21st 

8:30 am: John Mauer (Blanch)  
10:30am: Robert Balitchik (Deacon Stan + Mary Galazin) 

Clarito Esguerra (Ron + Theresa Asche) 
Pat Caragee (Fortune Family) 

12:30pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs 
 

Monday, February 22nd 
 Vocations to the Priesthood 

 
Tuesday, February 23rd 

 Right to Life  
 

Wednesday, February 24th 

  The Sick of American Martyrs 
 

Thursday, February 25th 
Intentions of Deacon Stan 

 
Friday, February 26th 

Senior Priest in Douglaston 
 

Saturday, February 27th 
8:30 am: Catholic War Veterans 

 
5:00 pm: Donald + Lillian Borst( Ed) 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Peter J. Mosia + Margaret J. Keating 

Eternal Rest grant unto them Lord.   
May perpetual light shine upon them. May 

they rest in peace; and may their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful departed  

rest in peace. ~ Amen 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for intentions of 

   

 
Collection for February 14, 2021 

 E-Giving: $1,342.50 
Collection: $3,198.00 

Total: $4,540.50 
 
 

Sunday, February 16, 2020: $5,617.00 
 

Thank You for your support of American Martyrs 
during this difficult time. 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                       
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

O LO LO LORDORDORD, , , MAKEMAKEMAKE   THISTHISTHIS   LLLENTENENTENENTEN   SSSEASONEASONEASON   DIFFERENTDIFFERENTDIFFERENT   FROMFROMFROM   THETHETHE   OTHEROTHEROTHER   ONESONESONES...   
LLLETETET   MEMEME   FINDFINDFIND   YOUYOUYOU   AGAINAGAINAGAIN.  A.  A.  AMENMENMEN.  .  .  Henri Nouwen 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes :  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 

 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up   

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 

American Martyrs Columbiettes News 
 
The American Martyrs Columbiettes  will be selling Palm Crosses this glorious Lent Season. 
Please fill out the Pre-order Form below and kindly drop your order form along with payment in a 
sealed envelope addressed to the Columbiettes in the offering box at church. You may also  
contact Deneille Loprete @ mkdance5@aol.com or at ( 917) 414-3753.  
 The cost for each pre ordered "24" Palm Cross with ribbon will be $12.00. All crosses can  
be picked up after Sunday Masses on March 21st, 2021. Crosses that are not pre ordered will be 
sold for $18.00 each on Sunday March 21st, 2021. 
 
Thank You in advance and please consider supporting the American Martyrs Columbiettes. All 
proceeds are donated to charities. 
 
Palm Cross Pre-Order Form :  Due By 3/14/21. 
Name/Cell # ___________________________________________Crosses@$12.00________ 
Total $________________ 

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
EACH FRIDAY NIGHT OF LENT AS WE PRAY  

7:15PM DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
7:30PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

FOLLOWED BY BENEDICTION 

Floater and Smitty 
“We’re lost, but have a grand time!” 

 
Floater: I'm having one of those mornings where I have to keep 
reminding myself that my fingerprints are on file at the FBI. 
Smitty: For every action, there is a corresponding overreaction." 
Floater: Sometimes I spend whole meetings wondering how they 
got the big meeting table through the door. 
Smitty: Coffee: The original first responder 
Floater: Don't get me started. I don't come with brakes. 
Smitty: I used to wonder what it was like to read people's minds. 
Then I got a Facebook account and I got over it. 
Floater: Pitchers and Catchers report in a few days and nobody 
has called looking for my baseball ability 
Smitty: The yogurt aisle is so confusing now. It's all Greek to me. 
Floater: My only real long term goal is to never end up on 
Maury. 
Smitty: A recent study has found that women who carry a little 
extra weight live longer than the men who mention it. 
Floater: WENT TO THE DENTIST AND NOW I'M USING 
ALL CAPS. 
Smitty: Pain is nature's way of saying, "Don't do that." Painkillers 
are mankind's way of saying, "Just watch me." 


