
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan 
and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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Third Sunday of Lent -- March 7, 2021  
“We proclaim Christ crucified.”  Does a life dedicated to 
furthering the grace of reconciliation in Christ for others 
appeal to you? Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or 
in the consecrated life.  Contact the Vocation Office at 

(718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

 
Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear Faithful and Not-So-Faithful People of God,  
 
Our Lenten journey to the Cross continues with the Lord. What does Lent mean to you? What could Lent mean in light of the  
struggles, pains and hurts of life? What gets you out of bed each morning and keeps you going?  
 
Life is a gift from God which is packaged with many surprises. It is not so much what we do, but what we allow the Lord Jesus to  
do through us.  
 
The following story beautifully captures our Lenten response this Holy Season as we seek to connect the mystery of God with our 
lives.  
 
When the houselights dimmed ant the concert was about to begin, the mother returned to her seat and discovered that the child was 
missing. Suddenly the curtains parted and spotlights focused on the impressive Steinway on the stage. In horror, the mother saw her 
little boy sitting at the keyboard, innocently picking out “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”  
 
At that moment, the great piano master made his entrance, quickly moved to the piano and whispered in the boy’s ear, “Don’t quit.” 
“Keep playing.” Then, leaning over, Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass part. Soon his right  
arm reached around to the other side of the child, and he added a running obbligato. Together, the old master and the young novice  
transformed what could have been a frightening situation into a wonderfully creative experience. The audience was so mesmerized 
that they couldn’t recall what else the great master played. Only the classic, “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”  
 
Perhaps that’s the way it is with God. What we can accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy. We try our best, but the results 
aren’t always graceful flowing music. However, with the hand of the Master, our life’s work can be truly beautiful.  
The next time you set out to accomplish great feats, listen carefully. You may hear the voice of the Master whispering in your ear, 
“Don’t quit.” “Keep playing.”  
 

Great advice this Lenten Season! ...And I close with this food for thought… 
 

 … May we not forget the infinite possibilities that are borne of faith. May we use those gifts that we have received, and pass on the 
love that has been given to us. May we be content knowing we are children of God. Let this presence settle into our bones, and  
allow our souls the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. It is there for each and every one of us.  

  
On the Lenten journey with you… 

...Fr. Peter 

PS: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated Monday evening in the Kateri Chapel (Enter through the Main entrance to the 
Rectory) 7:pm-8:30pm. 
 
PSS: Hope the Baby Bottles are filling up with ‘spare change” as our Parish Lenten Project is off and running. 
 
PSSS: Keep your eyes open for our Holy Week schedule and pass the schedule onto your family, friends and neighbors.  



 

 

 
  
 
 
 

Baby Bottles for Life “Every Cent Helps” 
 

Fr. John J. Murray  
Knights of Columbus Council #14666  
Lenten Project at American Martyrs 

 
Help the Sisters of Life In their  

Ministry to Unwed Mothers 
 

Fill a Bottle (or more) with your spare change  
and donate the change this Lent! 

 
Return Bottles on Palm Sunday  

or Good Friday to Church 

Lenten Regulations 
 

We once again enter into the grace-filled season of Lent. 
Throughout our Lenten journey, in preparation for the  
celebration of our Lord’s resurrection, we are invited to 
enter into a more intense period of prayer, penance, and 
almsgiving. In order to assist the faithful of the Diocese of 
Brooklyn to take full advantage of the Lenten season, our 
Bishop, Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, would like to 
remind us of the following:  
† ABSTINENCE: All the faithful who have reached 14 
years of age are required to abstain totally from meat on 
the Fridays of Lent. 
† FASTING: All the faithful between the ages of 18 and 59 
inclusive are bound to fast on Good Friday. This practice 
involves limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding 
food between meals. Light sustenance may also be taken 
on two other occasions during the day.  
† The special Paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed 
for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday. 
† EASTER DUTY: After they have been initiated into the 
Most Holy Eucharist, all the faithful are bound by the  
obligation of receiving Holy Communion at least once a 
year. This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter  
season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled at another 
time of the year. By special indult, in the United States, the 
time period for fulfilling this precept has been extended to 
include the period beginning the First Sunday of Lent 
(February 21, 2021) to The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity (Sunday, May 30, 2021).  



 

 

 
Catholic Men's Lenten Faith Reflection 

Into the Breach - Thursday, March 25th at 7:30pm 
 
 

Please consider joining other parish men in strengthening 
your faith this Lent by joining a Zoom meeting on  
Thursday evening, 3/25 at 7:30PM. This is open to men 
of all ages. The group will begin by watching one of the 
short 12-minute videos from the Into the Breach  
collection https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-
breach.html followed by a moderated conversation about 
how to apply the principles in our own lives and how to 
support each other to grow in virtue and take action to 
serve Christ and others.  
 

 

Coffee, donuts, and whatever else you might have in your 
own home will be available during the Zoom call. Please 
email kofc14666fm@gmail.com to register or with any 
additional questions. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Tricia Zafferese 
Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Carol Fortune, Robert Galazin 
and Chistine Biondi  

 
FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 7 

  
Saturday, March 6th 

5:00 pm: Deceased Members of the  
Smaldino + Graneri Families (Mary Ann + Greg) 

 
Sunday, March 7th 

8:30 am: Faithful of American Martyrs  
10:30am: Purgatorial Society  
12:30pm: Anna Ciaramella 

 
Monday, March 8th 

  Tommy Tuzzolo (Eileen + Bernie) 
 

Tuesday, March 9th 
Henry Bartkowski (Family) 

 
Wednesday, March 10th 

   Ralph Fratianni (Ray Fortune ) 
 

Thursday, March 11th 
Thomas F. Kiernan (Mary + John McCullough) 

 
Friday, March 12th 

Felix Ruggieri (Ruggieri Family ) 
 

Saturday, March 13th 
8:30 am: The Intentions of Dr. Antonio Madrid  

 
5:00 pm: Faithful of American Martyrs 

 
REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF AMERICAN MARTYRS AND IN OUR FAMILIES 
 

AS WE PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF 
WILLIAM URBACH AND KATHLEEN PASTORE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for intentions of 

 
The Columbiettes of  
American Martyrs 

   

 
Collection for February 28, 2021 

 E-Giving: $1,382.50 
Collection: $3,092 
Total: $4,474.50 

 
Thank You for your support of  

American Martyrs during this difficult time. 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                       
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.  718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. --  212-941-0094  

nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

 
Why Lent? (Part 1) 

 
Lent is a kind of spiritual spring training for  
Christians.  What has grown weak, what's out of shape in 
my spiritual life?  in my prayer life? in my relationship 
with Jesus?  How do I need to exercise my spiritual life to  
condition and strengthen it?  What in my spiritual life 
needs stretching and working out?  What small steps 
might I take every day in Lent to develop a discipline, a 
routine in my prayer?  



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes :  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 

 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up   

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 

American Martyrs Columbiettes News 
 
The American Martyrs Columbiettes  will be selling Palm Crosses this glorious Lent Season. 
Please fill out the Pre-order Form below and kindly drop your order form along with payment in a 
sealed envelope addressed to the Columbiettes in the offering box at church. You may also  
contact Deneille Loprete @ mkdance5@aol.com or at ( 917) 414-3753.  
 The cost for each pre ordered "24" Palm Cross with ribbon will be $12.00. All crosses can  
be picked up after Sunday Masses on March 21st, 2021. Crosses that are not pre ordered will be 
sold for $18.00 each on Sunday March 21st, 2021. 
 
Thank You in advance and please consider supporting the American Martyrs Columbiettes. All 
proceeds are donated to charities. 
 
Palm Cross Pre-Order Form :  Due By 3/14/21. 
Name/Cell # ___________________________________________Crosses@$12.00________  
Total $________________ 

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
EACH FRIDAY NIGHT OF LENT AS WE PRAY  

7:15PM DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
7:30PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

FOLLOWED BY BENEDICTION 

Floater and Smitty 
“We’re lost, but making great time!” 

 
Floater: I don’t try to annoy people, it’s just a gift. 
Smitty: England doesn’t have Kidney bank, but it does have a 
Liverpool 
Floater: My co-worker claims that I'm always using idioms in-
correctly. He's a pain in the knee. 
Smitty: 50% of Canada is the letter “A” 
Floater: I read on the internet that 10 out of 7 mathematicians 
had problems with fractions. 
Smitty: What has 4 letter, sometimes 9 but never has 5? 
Floater: To the person who invented the number zero, thanks for 
nothing. 
Smitty: When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate. 
Floater: I got hired to paint someone’s home. I charged for the 
labor but not the paint. The homeowner asked me, “Why didn’t 
you charge for the paint?” I said, “Don’t worry about the paint. 
It’s on the house.” 
Smitty: I painted my girlfriends house then she brushed me off. 
Floater: As my son “T” handed me my 60th birthday card I said 
to him 1 would have been enough. 
Smitty: Did you know Yoda had a last name? it was Layheehoo. 


