
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter -- April 25, 2021  
“There is no salvation through anyone else.”  Does a life of joy 
in knowing you are following the Lord as a priest, deacon or in 
the consecrated life inspire you?  Contact the Vocation Office  

at (718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

 
Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God, 
Spring is upon us! The flowers are slowly blooming, trees are budding, spring bird migration is happening and the Mets and 

Jankees are underway! Our Easter Season continues and Easter speaks of new life and change. The most constant in life is change! 
Our God is always loving, forgiving and present though much of what is around us keeps changing. New beginnings, 

change and dreams are exciting and the Lord is always at our side. 
UP, a 2009 delight from the animation wizards at PIXAR, begins with one of the most touching and poetic four minutes 

ever seen in the movies—all told without a word of dialogue. 
A quiet, shy kid named Carl meets Ellie, a real spitfire. They both dream of being explorers, of going on great adventures  

to faraway places. Ellie and Carl grow up, fall in love, marry and transform a ramshackle house into their dream home. They save 
their loose change in a glass jug for their dream trip—but real life gets in the way: work, home and car repairs, and medical bills.  
But they are happy. And in an instant, they are celebrating their fiftieth wedding anniversary. Soon after, Ellie succumbs to cancer, 
leaving the grieving Carl lost and alone. 

After Ellie is gone, Carl finds “My Adventure Book,” the scrapbook Ellie kept since they were children. The first pages are 
filled with the silly, funny little treasures and memories of childhood. Then there is a page Ellie has labeled “Stuff I’m Going to Do.” 
On these pages Ellie planned to chronicle her dream trip with Carl. Carl is stung with remorse that he never kept his promise to Ellie 
to take her on such a trip. But as Carl turns the pages, he sees that Ellie has collected pictures of their life together—their wedding, 
working side by side on their house, the simple joys of going out for ice cream together. Under one of the last pictures taken of the 
two together, Ellie has written: Carl, thanks for the great adventure—Go and have a new one! Love, Ellie. 

Carl realizes that he and Ellie have indeed shared a great adventure: they dreamed together, faced and survived crushing 
disappointments together, grew happily old together. 

Love and friendship are life’s great adventure. 
Our Easter Season is also a celebration of love and friendship with the Lord Jesus. Another great adventure of life is to look 

into the face of a loved one and see the face of God. Easter is born in us when we realize love, friendship and relationships help us 
see the face of God. This also occurs when we reach out to help others. The whole thrust of the Jesus story is living as servant—
helping others in the name of the Lord—especially the poor, homeless and outcasts. 

Easter Season is a joyous celebration of life so abundant we call it eternal. Easter is lived through love, friendship and life-
giving relationships—life’s great adventure. Easter joy! 

It is important that we gather as a Faith Community weekly around the Table of the Lord. Yes, when someone is absent the 
community suffers. We are nourished by the Word of God, the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation. 

In the movie UP, Carl and Ellie have found the deeper meaning of life. They discovered that true joy is not driven by 
“perishable” material things, but by the “non-perishable” values of God. They have discovered what hopefully all of us have  
discovered—that the “fast food” that is out there doesn’t satisfy. Rather, our hearts are thirsting for deeper meaning, and ultimately 
for Jesus Christ, the “food that endures forever.” 

The Lord Jesus promises us strength, hope, Eucharist and forgiveness on the journey and the Lord promises us eternal life. 
If you get a better offer—take it! 

 
On the road with you, 

Fr. Peter 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS FR. PETER GILLEN  
AS HE RECUPERATES FROM RECEIVING A NEW KIDNEY 

 
Fr. John J. Murray Knights of Columbus Council 14666 

“Into the Breach” 
Catholic Men's Faith Reflection 
Thursday, April 29th at 7:30pm 

 
Please consider joining other parish men in strengthening your faith by joining a 
Zoom meeting on Thursday evening, 4/29 at 7:30PM. This is open to men of all 
ages. The group will begin by watching one of the short 12-minute videos from 
the Into the Breach collection https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html followed by a moderated  
conversation about how to apply the principles in our own lives and how to support each other to grow in virtue and take 
action to serve Christ and others.  

Coffee, donuts, and whatever else you might have in your own home will be available during the Zoom call. Please 
email kofc14666fm@gmail.com to register or with any additional questions. 



 

 

† EASTER DUTY  
After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all 
the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy  
Communion at least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled 
during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled 
at another time of the year. By special indult, in the United 
States, the time period for fulfilling this precept has been  
extended to include the period beginning the First Sunday of 
Lent (February 21, 2021) to The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity (Sunday, May 30, 2021).  

News from the Fr. John J. Murray Council #14666 Knights of Columbus 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil – Saturday, May 22 

Please consider attending with the members of Father John J Murray Council 14666 Knights of Columbus and  the Helpers of God's 
Precious Infants (helpersbrooklynny.org) Pro-Life mass Saturday morning 5/22 at 7:30 am at St. Paul & St. Agnes at 234 Congress 
St. in Brooklyn. After the mass, if you choose to participate, there is the opportunity to walk 10-15 blocks as we pray the Rosary 
together outside of Planned Parenthood at 44 Court St. Prayer is our greatest tool as Catholics as we do our part to protect and  
advocate for the unborn so please invite a friend or family member to attend as well. 

 



 

 

Annual Catholic Appeal: IN-PEW APEAL 
This weekend at all the Masses to you, the faithful, on behalf of Bishop DiMarzio for your support in the Annual Catholic 
Appeal. Your support will impact various services offered by the Diocese of Brooklyn to Catholic Charities, Migration  
Services, Faith Formation, Hospital Chaplains and Vocations. 
 
American Martyrs’ goal is $66,706 of which 101 parishioners have already pledged $50,285. We would need everyone’s 
support in order to meet our goal. 
 

Please consider making a pledge this year. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene McGrath, 
Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi and Fr. Peter 
Gillen 

 

FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 25, 2021 
  

Saturday, April 24th 

5pm:  Anna  + Frank Smaldino (Mary Ann + Greg) 
 

Sunday, April 25th 

8:30 am:  The Faithful of American Martyrs 
 

10:30am:  Denis J. Asche (Asche Family)  
John F. Stewart (Asche Family) 

Galinsky Smith (Mother, Immacula) 
 

12:30pm:  Charles Bischoff (Barbara) 
 

Monday, April 26th 
 Joseph + Marie deAngelis (His wife + Family) 

 
Tuesday, April 27th 

Angela Maria + Michael Telesca (Marie) 
 

Wednesday, April 28th 

  John J. Raphael 
 

Thursday, April 29th 
   Bernard Woods 11th Anniversary 

 
 

Friday, April 30th 

  Frank Acevedo ( Ingrid) 
 

Saturday, May 1st 

 
8:30 am: Billy Miller (Ray Fortune) 

  
5:00 pm: Donald F. Borst, Jr. (E O) 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
 OF AMERICAN MARTYRS AND IN OUR FAMILIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for intentions of 

 
 

The Parents of the Children 
receiving their 

First Holy Communion  

Collection for April 18, 2021 
 E-Giving: $1,647.50 
Collection: $3,897.00 

Total: $5,544.50 
 

Thank You for your support of  
American Martyrs during this difficult time. 

MARK YOUR  CALENDERS 
 

May 1, 2021 
First Holy Communion 

 
May 2, 2021 

May Crowning at 10:30am Mass 
 

May 7, 2021 
Knights of Columbus Holy Hour (7:30pm) 

In Thanksgiving for Mom’s 
 

May 9, 2021 
Mother’s Day 

 
May 13, 2021 

Ascension of our Lord 
Ascension Thursday Mass Schedule 

8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  

Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis,  
Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Open AA Meetings 
Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Closed AA Meetings 
Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 

212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes :  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up   

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 

Lenten Baby Bottle Update 
As of Monday, April 13 we have collected  $4200 

for the Sisters of Life in their Ministry of  
Helping  unwed Mom’s! 

Please continue to drop off Baby   
bottles at the rectory or sacristy … 

...every penny will go to support unwed moms as 
we here at American martyrs pray for and respect 

life from Conception to natural death… 
 

...We talk the talk and we walk the walk here at 
AMERICAN MARTYRS 

Floater and Smitty 
“We’re lost, but making great time!” 

 
Floater: Adios! Au Revoir!… …I’m Bye-Lingual  
Smitty: I’m reading a horror story in braille. Something bad is 
going to happen, I can feel it.  
Floater: To some marriage is a word, to others it’s a sentence 
Smitty: Lifelong counterfeiters never make any real money. 
Floater: Statistically… …9 out of 10 injections are in vein. 
Smitty: I just found out I won the procrastinator of the year 
award in 2017. They say there’s no hurry to pick it up.  
Floater: Picked up Rodger Hodgson the lead singer of Super-
tramp, and he told me to take the long way home.  
Smitty: I invented a new game: “Quiet Tennis,” it’s like regular 
tennis except without the racquet.  
Floater: What do you call a pod of musical whales? An Orca-
stra!  
Smitty: An ancient Greek walks into his tailor’s shop with a pair 
of torn pants. “Euripides?” say the tailor. “Yeah, Eumenides?” 
replies the man. 
Floater: Exit Signs - Are they on the way out?   
Smitty: On a scale of 7 to 1.2, how much do you not hate being 
confused? 
Floater: I may look like I’m having deep thoughts but 99% of the 
time I’m thinking about who is going to buy me coffee. 

 


