
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
Fifth Sunday of Easter  -- May 2, 2021  

“He had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.”  How 
will you manifest your discipleship? Consider living the 
Lord’s new commandment of love as a priest, deacon, 
sister or brother.  Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 

827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

WELCOME TO AMERICAN MARTYRS ST. PADRE PIO 
 

Saint Padre Pio was an Italian priest who was known for is adoration of charity and love for the people around him. He bore the wounds of Christ, 
which is still something that cannot be explained. Francesco Forgione was born May 25th, 1887 in Pietrelcina, Italy. He was the son of peasant 
farmers Grazio Mario Forgione and Maria Giuseppa Di Nunzio. He had three younger sisters (Felicita, Pellegina, and Grazia) and one older brother 
(Michele), as well as two other siblings who had passed away as infants. 
 
Padre Pio was baptized in the Church of Saint Ann in Pietrelcina. He was an altar server later on in this same chapel. By the time he was five years 
old, he had already made the decision to dedicate his life to God. He began taking on penances to prove his dedication and love for God. He  
expressed great desire to be involved with the Catholic faith, mainly because of his upbringing. The Forgione family was devoted to their faith. 
They were all devout Catholics, but Francesco had a deeper connection. 
 
As a child, he worked on the farm by taking care of a small flock of sheep that the family owned until the age of 10, which delayed his education 
greatly. When it came time to join the Capuchin order, he was told he needed to be better educated before he could become involved. He was able 
to receive private tutoring at the age of 15 and this allowed him to enter the novitiate with the Capuchin Franciscan Friars in Morcone. This is 
where he took on the name “Friar Pio”. Capuchin priests seek extreme poverty, strictness, and simpleness. They try to live as closely to St. Francis’ 
ideals as possible. 
 
Once he joined the Friary of St. Francis, he had several bouts of serious illness and religious ecstasy. Friars would report that strange noises would 
come from his cell. Padre Pio had frequently spoken about attacks from the devil, and it was there where these battles had taken place. Although he 
was very ill, he was still ordained a priest in 1910 at the Cathedral of Benevento in southern Italy. 
 
In November of 1914, World War I began and many Capuchins became drafted in the Italian Army. Padre Pio served his country in the 10th  
Company for the Italian Medical Corps. His title was “Private Francesco Forgione”. His illness stayed persistent and he grew ill. He has extreme 
stomach pain and the Italian army doctors diagnosed him with chronic bronchitis. He took a leave of absence for medical reasons and returned to 
his beloved town of Pietrelcina. 
 
In 1916, Padre Pio moved to our Lady of Grace Capuchin Friary located in San Giovanni Rotondo. This was located in the Gargano Mountains  
near the Adriatic coast. There he taught the students at the seminary and prayed alongside the townspeople. Due to the war, many Capuchins were 
drafted and only seven friars were at the friary when he arrived. 
 
Padre Pio was called back into active duty in August of 1917. He was reassigned to the 4th platoon of the 10th Company in the Italian Medical 
Corps. He had to take a medical leave of absence again in November, and was given a permanent discharge on March 16, 1918. He would go and 
visit his hometown for the last time in his whole life, and then returned to the friary at San Giovanni Rotondo. He stayed here for the remainder of 
his life. 
 
In August of 1918, he began experiencing a painful stigmata that would come and go over a period of weeks. This would soon become permanent, 
and remain on his body for the next 50 years. It only disappeared miraculously a few days before his death in September 1968. Countless experts 
and doctors looked at his wounds with no clear explanation. Some questioned the authenticity of the wounds, and others could not find a sure  
diagnosis. Many professionals saw the wounds but did not keep a written record of their thoughts. Padre Pio never had a fever or drops in blood 
pressure, but the wounds bled day after day for 50 years. 
 
In the beginning, Padre Pio felt great humiliation at the wounds on his body. The visible stigmata on his body was one that brought him great pain, 
but he welcomed it. He welcomed the pain for all of mankind. He had stated many times that his “greatest wish was to die.” He was visited by so 
many pilgrims wishing to see some of the miraculous manifestations that his presence attracted. 
 
Padre Pio died of a heart attack at Our Lady of Grace in San Giovanni Rotondo on September 23rd, 1968. When died, many of the friars were eager 
and willing to begin the great process of canonization. This is when a mystic can become named a saint in the eyes of the Catholic Church. The 
memory of Padre Pio was beatified by Pope John Paul II at Mass on May 2nd, 1999. This was held in St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City. On June 
16th, 2002, Padre Pio was Canonized by Pope John Paul II. 
 
The statue of St. Padre Pio is located by the confessionals be the main entrance to American Martyrs.  The statue was donated by a family that 
wishes to be anonymous, of which we are extremely grateful. 
 

St. Padre Pio, pray for us!  

Purgatorial Society New members enrolled for May 2021  
 

Hilda Salgado (Nancy Hill) 
Noga Perez (Nancy Hill) 

Eugene Perez (Nancy Hill) 
Rosario Melendez (Nancy Hill) 
Angel Melendez (Nancy Hill) 

Joyce Hill (Nancy Hill) 
  
The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 monthly Masses 
(starting on the month of enrollment) offered on the First Sunday of every month 
at the 10:30am Mass.. The stipend to enroll a loved one is $25.00 . The names of 
those enrolled for the first month will be published in our bulletin.  



 

 

† EASTER DUTY  
After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all 
the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy  
Communion at least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled 
during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled 
at another time of the year. By special indult, in the United 
States, the time period for fulfilling this precept has been  
extended to include the period beginning the First Sunday of 
Lent (February 21, 2021) to The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity (Sunday, May 30, 2021).  

News from the Fr. John J. Murray Council #14666 Knights of Columbus 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil – Saturday, May 22 

Please consider attending with the members of Father John J Murray Council 14666 Knights of Columbus and  the Helpers of God's 
Precious Infants (helpersbrooklynny.org) Pro-Life mass Saturday morning 5/22 at 7:30 am at St. Paul & St. Agnes at 234 Congress 
St. in Brooklyn. After the mass, if you choose to participate, there is the opportunity to walk 10-15 blocks as we pray the Rosary 
together outside of Planned Parenthood at 44 Court St. Prayer is our greatest tool as Catholics as we do our part to protect and  
advocate for the unborn so please invite a friend or family member to attend as well. 

 

Welcome to American Martyrs Fr. James Devine 
 

He retired in 2005 and moved to the Bishop Mugavero  
Residence for Senior Priests at the Immaculate Conception  
Center, Douglaston. He is one of a few healthy priests who take 
turns offering daily Mass for fellow senior priests. He assists 
priests who get around with walkers and when needed, drives 
them to a doctor’s office or pharmacy. On weekends, he will 
now minister here at American Martyrs, offering Masses and 
hearing confession. Fr. Devine has been ordained a priest for 61 
years and we are now going to be on the receiving end of his 
priesthood (for which we will be truly blessed.) 



 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS FR. PETER GILLEN  
AS HE RECUPERATES FROM RECEIVING A NEW KIDNEY 

Annual Catholic Appeal 
To you, the faithful, on behalf of Bishop DiMarzio I want to thank you for your support of the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
Your support will impact various services offered by the Diocese of Brooklyn to Catholic Charities, Migration  
Services, Faith Formation, Hospital Chaplains and Vocations. 
 

Please consider making a pledge this year. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene McGrath, 
Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi and Fr. Peter 
Gillen 

 

FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2021 
  

Saturday, May 1st 

5pm: Donald F. Borst, Jr.(E.O. ) 
 

Sunday, May 2nd 

8:30 am:  Elizabeth Ruggieri (Ruggieri Family) 
 

10:30am: Purgatorial Society 
 

12:30pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs  
 

Monday, May 3rd 
Lourdes Vallejo + Vincente Robalino (Family) 

 
Tuesday, May 4th 

Angel Pepito, Jr. (Moniha Malazarte)  
 

Wednesday, May 5th 

Frank SanSeverino (Margaret + Carl Reyes)    
 

Thursday, May 6th 
Antony Mongelli  (Family) 

 
Friday, May 7th 

  Anthony Tramonte ( Margaret + Carl Reyes) 
 

Saturday, May 8th 

 
8:30 am:   

Anthony Tramonte (Elsie + Frank Paukowits) 
  

5:00 pm:   
Anna Smaldino (Mary Ann + Greg) 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
 OF AMERICAN MARTYRS AND IN OUR FAMILIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ESPECIALLY 
ANTHONY G. DEVITO 

REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for intentions of 

Francesco Cannova 
 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
Offered in memory of 
Frank SanSeverino  

Collection for April 25, 2021 
 E-Giving: $1,512.50 
Collection: $5,193.54 

Total: $6,706.04 
 

Thank You for your support of  
American Martyrs during this difficult time. 

MARK YOUR  CALENDERS 
 

May 2, 2021 
May Crowning at 10:30am Mass 

 
May 7, 2021 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
(After 8:30am Mass) 

 
Knights of Columbus Holy Hour (7:30pm) 

In Thanksgiving for Mom’s 
 

May 9, 2021 
Mother’s Day 

 
May 13, 2021 

Ascension of our Lord 
Ascension Thursday Mass Schedule 

8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes :  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up   

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 

Lenten Baby Bottle Update 
As of Monday, April 13 we have collected  $4200 

for the Sisters of Life in their Ministry of  
Helping  unwed Mom’s! 

Please continue to drop off Baby   
bottles at the rectory or sacristy … 

...every penny will go to support unwed moms as 
we here at American martyrs pray for and respect 

life from Conception to natural death… 
 

...We talk the talk and we walk the walk here at 
AMERICAN MARTYRS 

Floater and Smitty 
“We’re lost, but making great time!” 

 
Floater: I’ve been put on a fresh fruit diet.  It’s enough to make a 
mango crazy. 
Smitty: So Genghis Khan had a brother who contracted leprosy 
and was banished to Ireland where he was known as Leper Khan 
Floater: A prankster once challenged me to balance two eggs on 
my head. It wasn’t long before I realized the yolk was on me. 
Smitty: Did you hear about the corduroy pillows? They’re  
making headlines 
Floater: My friends all say I’m the cheapest person they have 
ever met... ...I don’t buy it! 
Smitty: Eye drops are technically blinker fluid. 
Floater: How does a dog stop a video? He hits the paws button 
Smitty: There was a Roman emperor who never aged after he 
turned 13.  His name was Constant Teen 
Floater: I bought some underwear online, now they want me to 
take a brief survey. 
Smitty: I broke my finger last week.  On the other hand, I’m 
okay. 
Floater: I bought three used rulers at a yard sale today 
Smitty: I Considered making a lengthy trip to visit the largest 
city in North Dakota but it was to Fargo. 
Floater: It’s No nay, never, no nay never no more (or before), the 
Irish Coffee is never on me! 

 


