
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter  -- May 9, 2021  

“The Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening.”  Is 
your love for the Lord leading you to grow in holiness as 
a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?  Contact the 

Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

LCPL Christopher Keane - USMC 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

 Mother’s Day - An Uncompromising Love 
 

American Martyrs today greets and salutes All the Mothers of our Parish! Happy Mother’s Day! Mother’s Day helps us take stock  
of who we are and more importantly who has made us what we are, as we say thanks to our mothers for a love beyond caring.  
 
Mother’s Day is a time for reflecting: on what mothers are, on what mothers do, and, in a more personal sense, on the company or 
memory of our own mothers. So today on Mother’s Day, our thoughts are with all mothers, living and dead. I realize that this 
Mother’s Day for some of you is different from any other you have ever known. For you, and for all who have lost their mothers 
during the course of the year, this Mother’s Day has its own bitter-sweet character.  
 
It’s a cliché to say that you never miss the water until the well runs dry and we never really miss those close to us, until we actually 
experience what their absence feels like, until we feel the texture of that absence. That’s true, I believe, of husbands and wives who 
lose their spouses.  
 
That’s true, I believe, of parents who lose their children. And that’s true, I know, of children who lose their parents. In a sense no 
matter how old we are, we remain children while our parents are alive. We remain children in our parent’s eyes and, to some degree 
at least, in our own eyes. When we have our parents with us, we have no experience of life without them, and, in our childish eyes, 
there seems to be almost an air of indestructibility about them.  
 
Another thing is that when we lose our mother, in most cases at least, we lose the experience of someone who loved us  
unconditionally, someone who loved us not because of what we’ve achieved or how important we are or what we can give back but 
simply because of who we are. And that, in a sense, for those of us who have lost our mothers, that is part of what we miss on 
Mother’s Day, that experience of uncompromising love that knew no limits. I remember one time seeing an interview on television 
with the mother of Thomas Hamilton, the man who had shot dead sixteen children and a teacher at a grade school in Dunblane,  
Scotland. And there she was, the poor woman, trying to defend her son, possibly the only person in the world who had a good word 
to say for him. She was like all mothers, a mother to the end. It’s that uncompromising and unqualified love that we celebrate on 
Mother’s Day.  
 
All across this country today, there will be mothers whose heart will be lifted by a little card scribbled in school in a shaky hand this 
past week that says, “To the Best Mom in the World”. And today all across the country there will be mothers too who will need  
some equivalent of that little card, some indication that the love that they hold in their hearts will be reciprocated in some symbolic 
way, through a card or box of chocolates or whatever. Some gesture, some indication that the love and the sacrifice was noticed, 
some sense that there was some memory of the nights when we were sick and our mothers sat up with us all night, some memory of 
the time and the effort and the money they spent on us that they could have spent on themselves, just some indication that all that 
love that we talk about when our mothers are dead, that all that love mattered before they died.  
 
So if you’re lucky enough to have mother with you, then mark Mother’s Day today. Buy your mother a box of chocolates or give  
her a card that she can put up on the mantelpiece and go to see her today and if you can’t give her a call. I know and you know what 
mother’s say: “Sure I don’t need anything. You’ve little enough for yourself”. And they’ll pretend that they don’t need you to mark 
Mother’s Day for them. But they do because in the dusk of a winter’s evening these are the things that they remember: that  
indication of love; that sense that all the sacrifices are at least acknowledged, if not reciprocated; that warm feeling that the love that 
burned in their hearts for all of us, has found an echo in our gratitude.  
 
And finally we think of all mothers who have died and we remember to pray for them on Mother’s Day and maybe visit their  
graves. And a memory too for mother’s unknown, for the mothers who died before their children were old enough to really get to 
know them, for the natural mothers of adopted children who in whatever circumstances had to give up their children for adoption  
and for adoptive and foster mothers who gave and continue to give such unselfish love to their adopted and fostered children.  
 

To Mothers one and all, may God bless you this Mother’s Day.  
Have a blessed week. Fr. Peter 

MARK YOUR  CALENDERS  
MAY 13, 2021 is THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

Ascension Thursday Mass Schedule  
8:30am, 12 Noon + 7:330pm 



 

 

† EASTER DUTY  
After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all 
the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy  
Communion at least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled 
during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled 
at another time of the year. By special indult, in the United 
States, the time period for fulfilling this precept has been  
extended to include the period beginning the First Sunday of 
Lent (February 21, 2021) to The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity (Sunday, May 30, 2021).  

News from the Fr. John J. Murray Council #14666 Knights of Columbus 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil – Saturday, May 22 

Please consider attending with the members of Father John J Murray Council 14666 Knights of Columbus and  the Helpers of God's 
Precious Infants (helpersbrooklynny.org) Pro-Life mass Saturday morning 5/22 at 7:30 am at St. Paul & St. Agnes at 234 Congress 
St. in Brooklyn. After the mass, if you choose to participate, there is the opportunity to walk 10-15 blocks as we pray the Rosary 
together outside of Planned Parenthood at 44 Court St. Prayer is our greatest tool as Catholics as we do our part to protect and  
advocate for the unborn so please invite a friend or family member to attend as well. 

 
CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS  

Post #1772  
 
We are happy  to announce that the Catholic War veterans will 
resume their meetings on the last Saturday of every month, 
beginning on Saturday, May 29 at 9 am in the Sullivan Center, 
after celebrating the 8:30 am Mass.   
 
Also, the Catholic War Veterans will be outside the doors of 
the Church on Saturday, May 29 and Sunday, May 30 after all 
Masses selling Poppies.  Please buy a Poppy and help support 
all of our Catholic War Veterans.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr. John J. Murray  

Knights of Columbus Council 14666 
“Into the Breach” 

Catholic Men's Faith Reflection 
Thursday, May 20 at 7:30pm 

 
Please consider joining other parish men in strengthening your 
faith on Thursday evening, May 20th. This is open to men of all 
ages regardless of whether you are a Knight or not. We will meet 
both in person and virtually over Zoom depending upon your 
preference. Please arrive to the Sullivan Center at 7:15 or log  
into the Zoom link at that time so we can begin promptly at 7:30. 

 
The group will begin by watching one of the short  
12-minute videos from the Into the Breach collection  
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html  
followed by a moderated conversation about how to apply the 
principles in our own lives and how to support each other to  
grow in virtue and take action to serve Christ and others.  
 
Please email kofc14666fm@gmail.com to register or with any 
additional questions. 

Fr. John J. Murray 
Knights of Columbus 

 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling  
raffles after mass for the rest of May. 

 
It is a 50/50 Split  

1st pl=30%,  
2nd pl=15%  
3rd pl=5% 

 
It supports the Archdiocese for Military Services, USA 

Which supports military chaplains.  
Donation: $5/ ticket or 5 for $20. 

Drawing is June 28, 2021 

 
PARISH CALENDAR 

JULY 2021 through AUGUST 2022  
 

All Parish organizations and other groups using the  
Sullivan Center, Murray Center, Church, Rectory Chapel 
or School for parish functions are required to submit a 
written calendar of dates, times and locations to 

Pat at the Rectory by June 30.   

Hopefully, we will be able to resume  
a normal calendar of events.   



 

 

ROSARY SOCIETY 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers! 
 

We hope this finds you all in good health.  We want to let you know that we hope to have a meeting in the  
beginning of October. We also will hopefully resume saying the Rosary, as a group, on the first Sunday of the 

month, before the 10:30 am Mass in October. (The month of the  Rosary.) 
 

We hope you have a good summer and look forward to seeing you in the fall.    
Look for an announcement in later bulletins. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 
Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 
Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 
Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 
Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 
John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene McGrath, 
Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Fr. Peter 
Gillen and Rosemary Mollo 

FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 9, 2021  
 

Saturday, May 8th 

5pm: Anna Smaldino (Mary Ann + Greg) ) 
 

Sunday, May 9th 

8:30 am:  Jean Marie Galazin (Deacon Stan + Mary Galazin) 
 

10:30am: Filomena Zafferese (Family) 
Alexamma Devasia (Sebastain Family) 
Mary + Michael Capuano (Daughter) 

12:30pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs  
 

Monday, May 10th 
Irene, Victor, Thomas Robalino + Family (Family) 

 
Tuesday, May 11th 

Angie Giamarino (Mr/Mrs Ballesteros)  
 

Wednesday, May 12th 

Charles J. Rayder 20th Anniversary     
 

Thursday, May 13th 
8:30am Dennis J. Asche (Family) 

12 Noon: Rephration of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
7:30pm Faithful of American Martyrs 

 
Friday, May 14th 

   James O’Malley(Edward Perez + Family ) 
 

Saturday, May 15th 

 
8:30 am:   

Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance 
  

5:00 pm:   
Faithful of American Martyrs( ) 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
 OF AMERICAN MARTYRS AND IN OUR FAMILIES 

ESPECIALLY ANTHONY DEVITO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
The Gifts of Bread & Wine  
are offered for intentions of 
Dennis J. Asche (Family) 

 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
Offered in memory of 

Giovana + Anna (Family)  

Collection for May 2, 2021 
 E-Giving: $1,281.50 
Collection: $4,347.00 

Total: $5,628.50 
 

Thank You for your support of  
American Martyrs during this difficult time. 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  
Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis,  
Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Open AA Meetings 
Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Closed AA Meetings 
Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 

212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes :  
“A Catholic Organization for Women” 
We warmly invite ladies age 18 + Up   

To Join Our Awesome Council 
For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 

LAST CALL... 
 

Lenten Baby Bottle Update 
We will be sending the  

Sister of Life a check next week. 
 

As of May 3, 2021 we have collected 
$4,767.00 

(We have another jar of change to count) 
 

...We talk the talk and we walk the walk here at 
AMERICAN MARTYRS 

Floater and Smitty 
“We’re lost, but making great time!” 

 
Floater: I’m looking to buy a new compass. Can anyone point 
me in the right direction? 
Smitty: I had to fire the guy I hired to mow my lawn. He just 
wasn't cutting it... 
Floater: My doctor said, “Don’t eat anything fatty.” I said, “Do 
you mean like bacon and fried food?” He said, “No. I mean don’t 
eat anything, Fatty.” 
Smitty: What happens when frogs park illegally? They get toad. 
Floater: What do you call a cow with just two legs? Lean beef 
Smitty: I removed the shell from my racing snail to make it more 
streamlined, but it turns out it just made it sluggish. 
Floater: I got gas today for $1.39, Unfortunately it was at Taco 
Bell  
Smitty: I had to quit my job at the Quarry, they took me for  
granite!  
Floater: New genetic research shows that diarrhea is hereditary, 
it runs in your jeans  
Smitty: I was kidnapped by a Gang of Mimes, they did  
unspeakable acts to me.  
Floater: I wrecked a mend transcendental medication to obit an 
auto body experience.  
Smitty: Every year there is a race from one side of Sweden to the 
other. They start at the Norwegian Line and end at the Finnish 
line.  

 


