
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 

We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  

Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 

of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 

 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  

Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  

anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  

Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  

Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity.  

 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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Pentecost Sunday -- May 23, 2021  

“He will guide you to all truth.”  Is the Holy Spirit  

preparing you to share the Lord’s mission as a priest, 

deacon or in the consecrated life?  Contact the Vocation 

Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:  

vocations@diobrook.org.  

 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 

PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 

Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   

And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 

If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  

in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  

prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear Faithful (and those not too faithful) people of God,  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us! The Feast of Pentecost celebrates images of the Holy Spirit: sometimes a tongue of fire as in the 

Pentecost story, more often a hovering dove. But there is another way to imagine this gift of the risen Jesus: the word “spirit” itself. 

In Greek, the language of the New Testament, the word for spirit is identical to the word for wind or breath. Wind, breath, spirit — 

all the same! Even deeper, it is God’s own breath of life. And do we let the Spirit of God take our breath away?   

 

The Feast of Pentecost — a feast celebrating the Spirit upon and with each one of us — means we do not walk through life alone. 

The Lord Jesus is with us and the Spirit of the Lord is up on us and we are the church!  

 

What does the Spirit of life — wind and breath — look like? What difference should this Spirit make in our life — and in the lives  

of those we touch? Keep reading … 

 

…Many years ago a mother bought tickets to a concert by Ignace Paderewski, the great Polish patriot and pianist. She took her  

five-year-old son with her hoping the experience would encourage him to continue taking piano lessons. She was delighted to see 

how close to the stage their seats were. Then she met an old friend and got so involved talking with her that she didn’t notice her son 

had slipped away to do some exploring.   

 

At 8 o’clock sharp, the lights dimmed, the audience quieted down and the spotlight came on. Then, to her horror, the woman saw her 

five-year-old on the stage, sitting on the piano bench, picking out with one finger the only tune he knew, “Twinkle, Twinkle Little 

Star.”   

 

Before she could move, Paderewski walked onto the stage. Walking over to the piano, he whispered to the little boy, “Don’t stop, 

keep playing.” Then, leaning over the boy, the great pianist reached out his left hand and began to fill in the bass. A few seconds 

later, he reached around the other side of the boy and played a running obligato with his right hand. Together the maestro and the 

tiny boy mesmerized the audience with their playing. When they finished, the audience broke into thunderous applause. Years later 

almost all those present forgot the pieces that Paderewski played that night, but no one forgot “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”   

 

Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, the coming of the Spirit to the Apostles in Jerusalem. It seems to me that Paderewski and 

the child playing together is a splendid image of the Spirit and the Church. The Lord Jesus promised that he would send the Spirit to 

help his followers. They were largely an unlettered, unsophisticated group of men and women from a tiny corner of the world. They 

felt lost without Jesus. Yet, moved by the Spirit, they went out to the entire world, converting thousands and changing the course of 

history.   

 

As followers of Jesus, so many times we feel overwhelmed and helpless. As persons, how do we overcome our temptations of greed 

and lust and power? As parents, how will we ever raise our children in this kind of world? As Church, what do we do with the ocean 

of war and violence our there? As followers of Jesus, how can we possibly feed the vast army of hungry in our world?   

 

The answer is clear — of ourselves, we can do little if anything. But, with God, all things are possible. The real solution is to love  

the Lord, keep the commandments, trust in the Spirit and keep on doing our part, however small it may be.  To return to the image of 

Paderewski and the child; which of the two surprises us more? Paderewski was a genius and  a veteran as well. The child, it seems to 

me, is the greater surprise. Most children would have stopped playing when a stranger approached. But this determined boy kept 

right on playing his little tune as best he knew how, and surrounded by the pianist’s arms, watching his fingers fly, hearing the  

glorious sounds come from his playing as well as Paderewski’s, he continued to play. When it was over, I imagine the boy was  

smiling and immensely pleased by his performance.   

 

On the Feast of Pentecost, let us resolve to do our best, to continue to play our role in the salvation history of the world. But we may 

say: “Isn’t our part insignificant?” Not when we are embraced and empowered by the Spirit of God.   

 

Catch the Spirit!  

Fr. Peter 

8:30am Mass on Saturdays’  
Will Be Celebrate in the  

Kateria Chapel (Rectory)  



 

 

CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS Post #1772  
 

We are happy  to announce that the Catholic War veterans will 

resume their meetings on the last Saturday of every month, 

beginning on Saturday, May 29 at 9 am in the Sullivan Center, 

after celebrating the 8:30 am Mass.   

 

Also, the Catholic War Veterans will be outside the doors of 

the Church on Saturday, May 29 and Sunday, May 30 after all 

Masses selling Poppies.  Please buy a Poppy and help support 

all of our Catholic War Veterans.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr. John J. Murray  

Knights of Columbus Council 14666 
“Into the Breach” 

Catholic Men's Faith Reflection 
Thursday, June 17 at 7:30pm 

 
Please consider joining other parish men in strengthening your 
faith on Thursday evening, May 20th. This is open to men of all 

ages regardless of whether you are a Knight or not. We will meet 
both in person and virtually over Zoom depending upon your 
preference. Please arrive to the Sullivan Center at 7:15 or log  
into the Zoom link at that time so we can begin promptly at 7:30. 

 
The group will begin by watching one of the short  
12-minute videos from the Into the Breach collection  
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html  
followed by a moderated conversation about how to apply the 
principles in our own lives and how to support each other to  
grow in virtue and take action to serve Christ and others.  
 
Please email kofc14666fm@gmail.com to register or with any 
additional questions. 

Fr. John J. Murray Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will be selling raffles after mass 
for the rest of May. It is a 50/50 Split  

1st pl=30%,  
2nd pl=15%  

3rd pl=5% 

It supports the Archdiocese for Military Services, USA 
Which supports military chaplains. Donation: $5/ ticket or 

5 for $20. Drawing is June 28, 2021 

PARISH CALENDAR 

JULY 2021 through AUGUST 2022  
All Parish organizations and other groups using the  

Sullivan Center, Murray Center, Church, Rectory Chapel 
or School for parish functions are required to submit a 

written calendar of dates, times and locations to 

Pat at the Rectory by June 30.   

Hopefully, we will be able to resume  

a normal calendar of events.   

American Martyrs Congratulates Our Own 

Edward Pearce  

 
Ed was selection as the recipient of the  

FDNY 2021 Lt. McElhearn Medal!  

 

From the FDNY: Lieutenant Kirby McElhearn Medal is 

presented to a dedicated professional with a passion for 

communications, Lieutenant McElhearn is remembered for 

his instrumental involvement in the research and  

development of the first modern-day Field  

Communications Unit (Field- Comm) for EMS. 

https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
mailto:kofc14666fm@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/mrrescueguy51?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWLM1p2fPWCBvwQZrGBfBjqdkGEcFIf32Zj-DS0J0CYTENn4_IiM_C7tXtftAwHpTUrLNPVTL62dsrKXAGEuVLKcfixrueepjftTfwXYGkSLjhwFgsqBr8At3GFPr0NaZmg_QTJK0KVV3qgHy1P8ZNyVxq1gnA-96axlkPugcU1Zw&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

 

We hope this finds you all in good health.  We want to let you know that we hope to have a meeting in the  

beginning of October. We also will hopefully resume saying the Rosary, as a group, on the first Sunday of the 

month, before the 10:30 am Mass in October. (The month of the  Rosary.) 

 

We hope you have a good summer and look forward to seeing you in the fall.    

Look for an announcement in later bulletins. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride 

Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, 

Chang Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, 

Daniel Limberg, Brian Mastrorocco, Steve McCabe, Ed Miles, 

Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, 

John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 

Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene McGrath, 

Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Fr. Peter 

Gillen, Rosemary Mollo and John Pinto 

 

FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23, 2021  

 

 

Saturday, May 22nd 

5pm: Diego Rivera (Kump Family) 

 

Sunday, May 23rd 

8:30 am: Faithful of  American Martyrs  

 

10:30am:  Ligia Borja (Baquero Family) 

 Alberto Mata + Marta DeMarten (Tania Mata) 

Joseph, Marie + Marie deAngelis Family) 

 

12:30pm: Rev. Jospeh Pfaff (Deacon Stan + Mary Gaalazin) 

 

Monday, May 24th 

Dominick + Michael Carbone (Sister + Aunt) 

 

Tuesday, May 25th 
Maria Nomikoudis (Mr. + Mrs. L. Tuzman)  

 

Wednesday, May 26th 

Fr. Peter + All Religious (Gallagher + Perez Family) 

 

Thursday, May 27th 
8:30am Willard McCoy (George Benczak) 

 

Friday, May 28th 

   Mariaa Luzmila Orue (Maria Banderu ) 

 

Saturday, May 29th 

8:30: . Catholic War Veterans 
  

5:00 pm: Nicholas Moteka/Alves (Cavaliere Family) 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF AMERICAN MARTYRS AND IN OUR FAMILIES 

 

ANDREW RAFTERY 

ALBERT JEAN VALERY, JR.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

The Gifts of Bread & Wine  

are offered in  

Thanksgiving to St. Anthony 

(Anita Mascioli) 

 

 

Sanctuary Candle 

Offered in memory of 

Catholic War Veterans of  

American Martyrs 

Collection for May 16, 2021 

 E-Giving: $ 1,727.50 

Collection: $5,838.00 

Total:   $7,565.50 

 

Thank You for your support of  

American Martyrs during this difficult time. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  

Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis,  

Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  

The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Open AA Meetings 
Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Closed AA Meetings 
Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 

212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  

Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

http://nycalanon.org/


 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  

Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  
For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

News from The American Martyrs Columbiettes:  

We will meet in person on June 2, 2021 at 7:30pm  

Meeting will take place in the Fr. Murray Center 

For info please call Deneille Loprete @ 917-414-3753 

 

† EASTER DUTY  

 

After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all 

the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy  

Communion at least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled 

during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled 

at another time of the year. By special indult, in the United 

States, the time period for fulfilling this precept has been  

extended to include the period beginning the First Sunday of 

Lent (February 21, 2021) to The Solemnity of the Most Holy 

Trinity (Sunday, May 30, 2021).  

 

Lenten Baby Bottle Update 

We have collected and will present a check for  

$5,100 to the Sisters of Life in their Ministry of  

Helping  unwed Mom’s! 

  

...We talk the talk and we walk the walk here at 

AMERICAN MARTYRS 

Floater and Smitty 

“We’re lost, but making great time!” 

 

Floater: Not to brag, but I just went into another room and  

actually remembered why I went in there. It was the bathroom, 

but still…. 

Smitty: I’m really good friends with 25 letters of the alphabet… 

…I just don’t know why. 

Floater: Plagiarism: Getting in trouble for something I didn’t do! 

Smitty: If you spent your day in a well, can you say your day was 

well-spent? 

Floater: My mind is like my internet browser. At least 19 open 

tabs, 3 of them are frozen and I have no clue where the music is 

coming from. 

Smitty: Remember me in your prayers like you do in gossip! 

Floater: Sadly, the days of people using proper English are went. 

Smitty: At the Bronx Zoo I saw a slice of toast lying in one of the 

enclosures. It was Bread in Captivity. 

Floater: I’m still waiting patiently for the wisdom that  

supposedly comes with old age! Anyone else? 

Smitty: There are times when my greatest accomplishment is just 

keeping my mouth shut. 

Floater: Many today are prisoners of their phones… …That’s 

why they’re called Cell Phones. 

Smitty: My Fitbit is not working, I walk in circles and I do not 

get any steps all I get is dizzy 

Floater: Apparently taking a day off is not something you should 

do when you work for a calendar company. 

 


