
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 
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 The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ -- June 6 

“Christ came as high priest.”  Do these words of Christ 
challenge you to give your all for Him as a priest, deacon 
or in the consecrated life?  Contact the Vocation Office 

at (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

Saturday, June 5th 

5:00 pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs 
  

Sunday, June 6th 

8:30 am: Theodore + Edna Stumpf (Ed) 
 

10:30am: Purgatorial Society 
 

12:30pm: K.J., Peter + C.V. Devasia ( Sebastian Family) 
 

Monday, June 7th 
Alfred Wong (Bosco + Agnes Wong)  

 
Tuesday, June 8th 

Marilyn Sasadek (Frank)  
 

Wednesday, June 9th 
Rocco DiRado (Wife + Family) 

 
Thursday, June 10th 

Helen Salane (Dianne + Lisa) 
 

Friday, June 11th 

Sadie + Henry Bartkowski (Family) 
 

Saturday, June 12th 

8:30am: Alicia Gutierres Deavilia 
  

5:00 pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs 

Collection for May 30 2021 
 E-Giving: $1,692.50 
Collection: $3,106.00 

Total: $4,798.50 
 

Thank You for your support of  
American Martyrs during this difficult time. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  

Call 718-888-7708. 
Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis,  
Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
The Society will give back to American Martyrs.  

Open AA Meetings 
Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Closed AA Meetings 
Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 

212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Remember in your prayers 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Chang 
Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel Limberg, Ed Miles, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, 
Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene 
McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi,  Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, John Pinto, 
Ernie Libasci, Mike Tramonte and Eleanor Kelly   

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are offered in Thanksgiving  
for the Catechists of  American Martyrs 

 

Sanctuary Candle 
Offered in memory of Lance Cpl. Michael D. Glover 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED OF AMERICAN MARTYRS  
Especially Bridget McGovern 

 
MAY SHE REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

Dear People of God, Today we celebrate the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. What is the real meaning of the 
Eucharist? Let me share a story I read, written by Fr. Gregory S. Sakowicz. He wrote: As a child and teen, I spent many hours  
playing basketball, football, baseball and softball. I also had a dubious “honor” of spending time in both the emergency room at  
various Hospitals for X-rays or an occasional “stitching job” on various parts of my body and head. Since my earliest childhood,  
my brothers, and I would “team up” and revel in the competition. Yet, there was only one “sport” I thoroughly enjoyed as a  
youngster in which my mother did not have to light candles at church as a way of keeping me out of emergency rooms. It was the 
sport of birdwatching.  

We have all seen Crows, Blue Jays, Robins, Herring Gulls, the feisty activity of the House Sparrow and the irritating presence of 
Canada Geese, especially on golf courses. However, on a hot July afternoon when I was ten years old in Park Ridge Chicago and 
tired of playing basketball, my two boyhood friends, Norman and Alan, convinced me to take a hike into the woods and explore the 
whole new world of birdwatching. At first, I thought my buddies were joking. I was a “jock” - not a birder. Who in their right mind 
would don a pair of binoculars and head into the forest? Due to a boredom level that reached beyond serious, I agreed to placate my 
friends and hike into the woods in search of rare and exotic birds. Well, our two hour venture into the woods proved enjoyable. I 
was hooked. That particular hot July afternoon in 1963 launched a love for nature and birds that has stayed with me to the present 
day.  

As I sat at my desk in my previous two assignments returning many messages, I always noticed Cardinals, House Finches, Blue 
Jays, Black Capped Chickadees, Downy Woodpeckers and the ever present House Sparrows feeding on sunflower seeds, thistle, 
seed and suet. The birds flocked to the feeders outside the rectory because they were being nourished and fed. As long as the feeders 
are full, the swell of activity is constant and continues to grow in numbers.  

The thought one day struck me as I gazed outside my office window enjoying the variety of species. There is a parallel between 
those feeders and why we gather every Sunday as the Body of Christ—The Lord’s People—to be nourished and strengthened by His 
Word and fed at the Lord’s Table with the bread of life and the cup of eternal salvation. The Liturgy—which means the “action of 
people” - does not end with the closing song. We are challenged to be Christ to all our sisters and brothers. The Eucharist challenges 
us to become what we have received. Yes, the Lord gives us the gift of Himself and we are fed at His table. Why? Because the Lord 
loves us and bends to touch us first. As we are nourished and strengthened in the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup, our 
lives are a blessing to be shared with all. We must walk through the exit doors after Mass to now live what we have received.  

We gather as the Body of Christ every weekend knowing God’s grace is entwined with our freedom. Birds are nourished at feeders 
and will continue to flock as long as food remains. We gather every weekend to be strengthened and nourished by the Lord’s Word 
and fed around the Lord’s Table in order to go forth and “feed” our sisters and brothers— especially the poor, homeless and  
have-nots in our city, country and world. The Lord has promised to be with us and always be our hope, joy and eternal food. We 
need to “flock” together as “church” - as God’s people to realize we are a pilgrim people—to be nourished, strengthened and  
commissioned to reach out to others in His Name. We are fed by the Lord, but the Eucharist also means we feed each other.  

Our Faith Community is extremely active and does a wonderful job of reaching out. We must continue to be fed around the Lord’s 
Table even when all the pieces of our lives may not always connect. In turn, having been strengthened by His Word and the Bread  
of Life we become Christ to others in many different ways. This is what it means to be “Christ.” We are the Body of Christ if we do 
and care that others may have life.  

I truly thank God for all of you as your Pastor. My prayer is that all of us will continue seeking the Lord in the years ahead. We need 
to be nourished by His Word and fed at His table with the Bread from Heaven. For life is a mystery to be lived and not a problem to 
be solved. Have a blessed, restful and safe week. And by the way, I’m buying Deacon Stan a pair of binoculars, feel free to give him 
a call if you spot a rare bird roaming Oakland Gardens!  

With food for thought, Fr. Peter  

American Martyrs School of Religious Education  
Registration has begun for the School Year 2021/2022 

 
Please visit our website: amparish.org.  

Look for the Religious Education tab for the registration form.   
Call Theresa Asche 718-464-6411 for more information. 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center  

For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

 
CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS Post #1772  

VA BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFING  
SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021 @ 1:00 PM 

 
Please join us for a one-hour briefing about VA Burial 
Benefits that are available to help most older veterans  
and their spouses better plan for their future.  
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021 @ 1:00 PM 
FREDERICK FUNERAL HOME &  

QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME 
 

192-15 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358  
(718) 357-6100 

 
Seating is limited, please RSVP by contacting:  

718-357-6100 or Email: 
Nicole.Esposito@dignitymemorial.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. John J. Murray Knights of Columbus Council 14666 
“Into the Breach” 

Catholic Men's Faith Reflection  
Thursday, June 17 at 7:30pm 

 
Please consider joining other parish men in strengthening your 
faith on Thursday evening, June 17th. This is open to men of all 
ages regardless of whether you are a Knight or not. We will meet 
both in person and virtually over Zoom depending upon your 
preference. Please arrive to the Sullivan Center at 7:15 or log  
into the Zoom link at that time so we can begin promptly at 7:30. 

 
The group will begin by watching one of the short  
12-minute videos from the Into the Breach collection  
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html  
followed by a moderated conversation about how to apply the 
principles in our own lives and how to support each other to  
grow in virtue and take action to serve Christ and others.  
 
Please email kofc14666fm@gmail.com to register or with any 
additional questions. 

PARISH CALENDAR 
JULY 2021 through AUGUST 2022  

All Parish organizations and other groups using the  
Sullivan Center, Murray Center, Church, Rectory Chapel 
or School for parish functions are required to submit a 
written calendar of dates, times and locations to 

Pat at the Rectory by June 30.   

Hopefully, we will be able to resume  
a normal calendar of events.   

Welcome Home Snowbirds  
Welcome home to all our parishioners who spend their winters 
in a much warmer climate.  Sometimes when we try to  
reactivate your envelopes they arrive early and are  forwarded 
to your winter address or arrive a month or two late.  If you are 
back in Oakland Gardens and need  envelopes please call the 
rectory and leave your name and address.  Temporary  
envelopes will be sent to you.     

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  

Today, we are careful never to come into contact with blood 
unless protected by gloves, masks, and goggles. In the reading 
from Exodus, however, Moses dramatically splashes blood all 
over the altar and the people assembled for worship. Blood is 
the sign of God's covenant with the Israelites, a powerful bond 
between Creator and creature. Sprinkling blood on God's  
people connects them with the life force of the Lord. The  
reading from Hebrews shows how God remains faithful to the 
ancient covenant of blood, perfecting it in the bloody death of 
Jesus. Mercifully, Jesus' sacrifice on the cross put an end to the 
bloodshed. Our Eucharistic celebration is an unbloody  
sacrifice. As we participate in the liturgy, we share in the new 
covenant Jesus gives us, recorded in our reading from Mark's 
Gospel: "Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
and they all drank from it."  



 

 



 

 

Floater & Smitty’s New Medical Dictionary  
 

Floater: Does anybody know if you need a current license to 
drive an electric car? 
Smitty: I married my wife for her looks, but not the ones she’s 
giving me lately. 
Floater: My wife asked me if I could clear the kitchen table.  I 
had to get a running start, but I made it. 
Smitty: If you want to change the world do it while you’re single.  
Once you’re married you can’t even change the TV channel. 
Floater: Never iron a four leaf clover.  You don’t want to press 
your luck. 
Smitty: I’m on my second guardian angel.  The first one quit and 
is now in therapy. 
Floater: When I finish eating something I have to show my 
hands to my dog Shaggy like i’m a blackjack dealer. 
Smitty: Why did the half blind man fall in the well? Because he 
couldn’t see that well. 
Floater: I met my bride through the internet.  She is definitely a 
WIFI can be proud of. 
Smitty: 13 year olds today are having relationship stress.  When  
I was that age, I closed the fridge door slowly to see how he light 
goes off. 

Purgatorial Society New members enrolled for June 2021  
   

The Gallagher + Perez Family 
Peg + Bud Fortune (Ray) 

Donna Fortune (Ray) 
Loreto Mendoza (Ray) 

Sal Velez (Ray) 
Raul Armesto (Ray) 

Rosa Bocala 
 
 

The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 monthly Masses (starting on the month of enrollment) offered on the First Sunday of 
every month at the 10:30am Mass.. The stipend to enroll a loved one is $25.00 . The names of those enrolled for the first month will be published  
in our bulletin.  


