
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time -- July 11, 2021  
“He began to send them out two by two.”  Faithfulness to one’s 
vocation is essential to holiness.  Is yours to be a priest, deacon, 

sister or brother?  Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 
or email: vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

JULY 11th  - JULY 18th 

 
Saturday  

5:00pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs 
  

Sunday  
8:30am: Ronald Judge (EO) 

 
10:30am: Jack Bills (AnnMarie) 
Torbio Coruna, Jr. (Cecille) 

Steve Chiarella (Joseph + Emily Vitale) 
 

12:30pm: Helena Riveros (The Ballesteros Family)) 
 

Monday 
Joseph Walles (Elsie + Frank Paukowits)  

 
Tuesday 

Andy Condron (Elsie + Frank)  
 

Wednesday 
Ronald Iorio (Margaret + Carl Reyes) 

 
Thursday 

Sophie Alfieri (Susan + Robert) 
 

Friday 

Ronald Iorio (Jovie + John) 
 

Saturday 

8:30am: Jamie Zambrano (Patricia Morales) 
  

5:00 pm: The Faithful of American Martyrs 

 
Collection for July 4, 2021 

 E-Giving: $1,027.50 
Collection: $3,460.00 

Total: $4,487.50 
 

Thank You for your support of  American Martyrs. 

Remember in your Prayers 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Chang 
Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel Limberg, Ed Miles, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, 
Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene 
McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi,  Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, John Pinto, Ernie 
Libasci, Mike Tramonte, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino and Eleanor Kelly   

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are  
Offered in Memory of Carlo Cercone  

Requested by his family 

 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
Are Offered in  

Thanksgiving for  
The Lectors of  

American Martyrs  

 
 

REMEMBER THE RECENTLY  
DECEASED OF  

AMERICAN MARTYRS  
AMELIA REYES 

 
MAY THEY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
This Weeks Altar Flowers 

 
In Loving Memory of 

Ronald Iorio 
 

Requested by  
Roberta Johnson 



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Building A House’s Deck… …One Nail at a Time! 

The Touch of Freedom 
Dear faithful and not so faithful People of God, I found the following online this past week.  The title caught eye…..Far away from 
the chancery Parish Diary 

Fr. Peter Daly  
July 13, 2012 

Fr. Peter Daly talks about setting a trajectory in a priestly career. Back in the seminary we used to sing “All I want is a rectory, far 
away from the chancery.” Years later, I got my wish. I am about 50 miles away from the chancery, in bad traffic. I almost never go 
to the chancery office. We communicate by telephone and e-mail. That’s enough.  
 
My remote location has an up side and a down side. The upside is that I don’t know much about what is going on in the Archdiocese. 
The down side is that I don’t know much about what is going in the Archdiocese. Big upside. Small downside.  
 
Younger priests often think they would like to be involved with the big doings at the Archdiocese. But pretty quickly we learn that 
the real work of the Church is in the parish, not the corridors of the chancery. Our work is measured in people, not paper.  
 
In parish ministry we form a real bond of connection with people. Parish priests get to see the action of grace at work in their  
people’s lives. I have been here in this parish 17 years. I’ve seen people grow up and grow old. I’ve been present for the birth of the 
babies and the death of our elderly. I’ve visited them in hospitals, jails, drug treatment centers, nursing homes, half way houses and 
ordinary houses. I’ve been in every funeral home and most regular homes in my parish territory. It forms a bond of intimacy.  
 
This year at confirmation the auxiliary bishop was talking about how much he misses parish ministry. At the end of the confirmation 
mass I asked the youth how many of them I had baptized. Practically everybody raised their hand. That is a gratifying feeling to a 
priest. It is the closest we come to being a parent and seeing our children grow up.  
 
Most bishops were probably secretaries to bishops. They spend much of their lives in the administration of the church. It is more 
about rules than relationships at that level. Chancery offices revolve around canon law. They generate and enforce policy manuals. 
They set norms and standard and rules and regulations. All that stuff is necessary to keep the church off the shoals of disaster. But 
none of chancery work teaches the central thing about parish ministry.  
 
The central thing about parish ministry is love. You have to love the people you work with and work for. You have to see them as 
part of your own family. After a while in the parish it is not so much about “them” as it is about “us.”  
 
This also has its up side and down side. The up side is that even in a celibate life you find love. The down side is that you share in a 
lot of people’s sorrows and pain. Big up side, small down side.  
 
Sometime in every career we have a choice to make. We can decide if we want to be “in the field” or “in the office.”  My doctor  
said he had to make the same choice. He had to decide if he wanted to teach medicine or practice medicine. He decided on practice.  
Priests are the same way. We have to decide if we want to focus on the life of the parish or academia or administration. I suppose  
the right answer depends on the person.  
 
But for me the right answer was clear almost from the start. I wanted to be with people. That is where I see the action of grace.  
That is where souls are saved, lives are changed, and love is found.  
 
What a great story, and what a blessing it is to be assigned to the Faithful people of the Parish of American Martyrs. 
 

Relaxing and praying,  
Fr. Peter 

American Martyrs School of Religious Education  
 

Registration has begun for the School Year 2021/2022 
 

Please visit our website: amparish.org.  
Look for the Religious Education tab for the registration form.   

Call Theresa Asche 718-464-6411 for more information. 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Floater and Smitty 2 Funny Dudes  
 
Floater: Free marriage tip: Don’t ask your wife when dinner will 
be ready while she is mowing the lawn. 
Smitty: Cook out at my house tomorrow.  Bring a grill and some 
meat.  I got paper plates. 
Floater: My wife just opened my car door for me.  Would have 
been a nice gesture had we not been going 70mph 
Smitty: The spelling of "OK" is not "OK" It's "Okay" OK?  
Floater: My wife is singing in the house right now, so I’m sitting 
on the porch so no one thinks I’m hitting her. 
Smitty: Imagine falling in love with someone and finding out 
they don’t like Kit Kat Bars! 
Floater: It’s my wife’s birthday tomorrow and she has been  
leaving jewelry catalogues all over the house, so I bought her a 
magazine rack. 
Smitty: My boss told me to have a good day, so I went home. 
Floater: My dog always follows me to the bathroom because I 
always follow him outside and he thinks that’s the way it works. 
Smitty: Them more you weigh, the harder you are to kidnap, so 
eat the ice cake 
Floater: There is always that person in every family that is scared 
of Roller Coasters and stays behind to hold everyone’s purse,  
I’m that person. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION  
At the time of the Reformation, although England broke away from papal authority under Henry VIII, a silent  majority clung to the 
Catholic faith. Henry's eldest daughter, Mary, restored the "old religion" in a fierce persecution  of Protestants (she is called "Bloody 
Mary" for good reason.) His youngest daughter, Elizabeth, rejected papal ties.  Under her reign, beginning with legislation in 1593, 
Catholics were persecuted again, and only the very wealthy could afford the fines for not attending Anglican services on Sunday. 
They were called "recusants," from a Latin word  meaning "refuse," since they refused to attend the liturgy of the Church of Eng-
land. Many families maintained  Catholic tradition in secret, and today their descendants claim "Recusancy" as a mark of family 
pride.  
For generations they sent their young people abroad to be educated in convents and monasteries. It is not surprising that the first   
monastery in colonial America springs from Holland with the daughters of patrician English recusant families. Port  Tobacco,  
Maryland, proved fruitful soil for the Carmelite tradition. --Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

Basic Computer Class 
With Theresa Asche 

Classes Begin Wednesday, July 54th 
Morning Session begins after Mass 

Evening Session at 7:30:45pm 
Cost is FREE 

Theresa has a Phd. in Basic Computers 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
Open AA Meetings 

Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Closed AA Meetings 

Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable.212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 
Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

 
Brooklyn Diocesan Pilgrimage 

Oberammergau 
The Passion Play 

 
 

Visits to Wurzburg, Rothenberg, Rebensburg, Passau,  
Salzburg and Munich 

 
 

May 17—26, 2022 
Bishop Octavio Cisneros (Spiritual Director) 

Rev. Frank L. Schwarz (Chaplain) 
 
 

FOR A BROCHURE CALL: Peters Way Tours  
(516) 605-1551 or email: peter@peterway.com 

CALLED BY GOD  
Today's scriptures invite us to listen to two calls. The first is  
the call issued by the LORD to the prophet Amos, the  
"shepherd and a dresser of sycamores" (Amos 7:14). The  
second is the call the Lord Jesus issued to the Twelve, whom he 
sent out "two by two" (Mark 6:7). These faithful people  
responded to the call, prophesying and preaching to the  people 
to whom they had been sent. Each of us received a call when  
we were baptized. The second reading invites us to ponder that 
call as we are reminded that we are chosen in Christ and that,  
in love, God "destined us for adoption" (Ephesians 1:5). As 
adopted daughters and sons of God we are called to bring the 
presence of Christ into our  marriages, families, schools, and 
places of work. Let us be inspired today to say yes to the call 
we hear once again through God's living word. Copyright (c) J. 
S. Paluch Co., Inc.  



 

 

 


