
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  

suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  
 

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 

AMPARISH.ORG  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  -- July 18, 2021  
“They were like sheep without a sheperd.”  Does a life of prayer 
and service as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life attract 
you?  Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email: 

vocations@diobrook.org. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 



 

 

JULY 18th  - JULY 25th 

 
Saturday  

5:00pm: John McPherson (Family) 
  

Sunday  
8:30am: Celestino + Elba Perez (Gallagher/Perez Family) 

 
10:30am: Willi Poandl (Frank + Elsi) 

Prionnsio S. Carr (Frank + Elsi) 
Michael Delligatti (Family) 

 
12:30pm: Joseph + Marie + Marie deAngelis (Family)) 

 
Monday 

Ronald Iorio (Patricia Feldman)  
 

Tuesday 
Ronald Iorio (Monica + Steve)  

 
Wednesday 

Phyllis D’Accordo 
 

Thursday 
Healing of Raymond Magoshe (Goydas Family) 

 
Friday 

Aline Nici (Susan + Robert) 
 

Saturday 

8:30am: Karen A. Taggart (Kathleen Flug + Family) 
  

5:00 pm: Marie Martin (Joe + Tricia Langan) 

 
Collection for July 11, 2021 

 E-Giving: $1,635.50 
Collection: $7,043.00 

Total: $8,785.50 
 

Thank You for your support of  American Martyrs. 

Remember in your Prayers 
Michael Arriaga, Barbagallo Family, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Chang 
Family, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel Limberg, Ed Miles, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, 
Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene 
McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi,  Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, John Pinto, Ernie 
Libasci, Mike Tramonte, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino and Eleanor Kelly   

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are  
Offered in Honor of the 100th Birthday of 

Etta Markland  

 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
Are Offered in  

Thanksgiving for  
Bingo Volunteers  

 
 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL  
DEPARTED OF  

AMERICAN MARTYRS  
Especially   

Donald MacEwen 
 

MAY THEY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
 

This Weeks Altar Flowers 
 

In Thanksgiving 
For the  

Gift of Life 
  



 

 

Bit’s and Pieces from Mike and Mike: “Newly Retired from Building” 

Dear Faithful (and not so faithful) people of God, it is Summer Time!  
 

“Summer time, and the livin’ is easy.” 
 

Why? Not for the reasons that George Gershwin wrote in Porgy and Bess. The livin’ is easy because there are fewer meetings; way 
fewer meetings. 
 
No Council meetings. No Finance meetings. No Priests’ Council meetings. We have no advisory board meetings, meetings planning 
a meeting, diocesan committee meetings. We have no ministry meetings, no  contractor meeting (well this summer we do.) We just 
have casual meetings around the grill, (some Bingo Meetings.)Mysteriously, everybody makes  good without them. It is amazing 
how many meetings we don’t have during the summer. It is amazing how pleasant life is without. I used to think that summer was 
the time to go away. Now I know it is the time to stay home, because there are fewer meetings. Go away in the fall when they  
schedule the meetings. (“Sorry, I will be out of town!” That’s a great excuse.) Something wonderful happens to the rectory in the 
absence of all those meetings. It actually becomes a home. Many seminarians, who live in various rectories for two summer months, 
gets the whole wrong impression. They thinks rectory life is peaceful. Ha! They thinks there are no meetings going on in the living 
room. No interruptions of dinner. He probably thinks we even have dinner most nights.  
 
Summer is human. The pace of life changes.  We actually have time to read, think and even pray. It is a miracle. It is a pleasure. 
There is no wolfing my dinner down to run off to night meeting.  
 
How did the life of the parish priest become so scheduled? How did we decide we would get to Jesus through meetings?  
 
I think it has something to do with the modern idea of ministry. It is a good idea. It requires collaboration. Since our priestly ministry 
is collaborative, we are not independent operators. We need the help of hundreds of volunteers to make parish life happen.  
 
In American Martyrs we have at minimum about 150 people who give at least one hour per week to parish service. They work as 
religious education teachers, or CYO sports. They soon organize again as  Corvid19 ends in  liturgies, practice with choirs, serve at 
the altar, visit the sick, or help with hospitality, BINGO and help with outreach to the poor. 
 
All these ministries require coordination and collaboration. Coordination and collaboration require meetings. Except in the summer, 
praise God.  
 
Then, miraculously, we all take a break. Just when the weather is nice enough to go outside, we don’t have to go anywhere. 
This is what God intended. We sleep. We eat. We rest. We live like human beings. I love summer. It is just great. There is only one 
problem. People have caught on to this sabbatical rhythm in the year. People say, “Father since we don’t have to do the routine stuff 
during the summer, let’s do something extra.”  
 
You know what that means. Meetings.  
 
We schedule trips and golf outings. We schedule   camps. We have a camp this summer which runs for about 7 weeks.  
 
They are all wonderful. Only one problem, they require meetings. They never mentioned any of this in the seminary. They told me 
that people would be coming by the rectory to discuss the mystery of the trinity. They said people would want to read theologians 
and debate the details of the Arian heresy. So far that has not happened 
 

But we do have meetings.  Lots of them… …Peace out, 
I’m off to a doctors meeting 

Fr. Peter 

American Martyrs School of Religious Education  
 

Registration has begun for the School Year 2021/2022 
 

Please visit our website: amparish.org.  
Look for the Religious Education tab for the registration form.   

Call Theresa Asche 718-464-6411 for more information. 



 

 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 

Floater and Smitty 2 Funny Dudes  
 
Floater: Did you know that the first French Fries weren’t made 
in France? They were fried in Greece.  
Smitty: I just want to make a shout out to Sidewalks for keeping 
me off the Streets.  
Floater: For a while Houdini used trap doors in every  act, it was 
a stage he was going through.  
Smitty: I have a fear of speed bumps, but I’m slowly  getting 
over it.  
Floater: Have you ever tried Blind-Folded Archery? You don’t 
know what you’re missing.  
Smitty: If you don’t like music, you got my symphony  
Floater: Don’t worry about getting older.  You’re still gonna do 
dumb stuff, only slower.   
Smitty: So there is an Amazon River Now? What’s next? Lake 
FaceBook? Mount PayPal?  
Floater: I am swift as a gazelle.  An old one. With  arthritis.  Run 
over by a Land Rover. 8 Days ago.  
Smitty: Time flies when you are wearing a watch inside of an 
airplane.  
Floater: I accidentally wore a red shirt to Target today and, long 
story short, I’m covering for Guitar Joe this weekend in the music 
department. 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Jesus, Our Peace 
 

You probably know that the Jews in the first century did not particularly like the Gentiles. Some of them who became 
Christians still looked down on the non-Jewish Christians. In the epistle today, Paul addresses this problem by reminding 
them that Jesus died for all people, Jew and Gentile. And just as Jesus rose from the dead to a new life, the converts to 
Christianity were given a new life also. That new life of baptism joined them all to Christ, who lives in them, forgives 
them, and brings them peace. So why was that unity so hard to accept?  
One reason is that as much as we complain about laws and regulations, many people like to live by them. We even 
make our own rules: "I always eat breakfast at 7:15," or " I have to read the newspaper every morning." Even though 
our rules may not be bad in themselves, if we get angry at anyone who interrupts our routine, those rules lead us to sin. 
But some of the Hebrew Christians thought that they still had to keep the laws and regulations of the old covenant. 
There is nothing wrong with keeping the Ten Commandments: They are simply examples of Jesus' command to love 
God with all your being and to love your neighbor as yourself. So why not just do that?  
The problem with only keeping commandments is that we can avoid doing evil things, but still not love God or my 
neighbor. For example, we can avoid using God's name in vain and kick back and relax on the Sabbath, but still not 
really love God. We can keep from killing, robbing, or lying to our neighbor, without loving anyone. Fortunately for us, 
God loves us first; we need only respond to that love. And if we make the decision to love God and our neighbors, and 
base all our other actions on that love, we will not break any commandments, or even worry about breaking them. We 
will have the peace that Paul mentions in our reading, the peace that makes us all one in Christ.  Tom Schmidt, Copyright 
(c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

MUCH-NEEDED PRAYER  
Each Christian needs half an hour of prayer each day, except when we are busy; then we need an hour. --St. Francis de Sales 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
Open AA Meetings 

Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Closed AA Meetings 

Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable.212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 
Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

 
Brooklyn Diocesan Pilgrimage 

Oberammergau 
The Passion Play 

 
 

Visits to Wurzburg, Rothenberg, Rebensburg, Passau,  
Salzburg and Munich 

 
 

May 17—26, 2022 
Bishop Octavio Cisneros (Spiritual Director) 

Rev. Frank L. Schwarz (Chaplain) 
 
 

FOR A BROCHURE CALL: Peters Way Tours  
(516) 605-1551 or email: peter@peterway.com 

 
 TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 
The American Revolution cleared the way for freedom of 
religion in the former colonies, since the colonies had  
always been a more religiously tolerant place than the old 
country. Even so, colonial laws restricted the practice of 
the Catholic faith, and just as in England, Americans who 
desired to be priests or nuns had to go to the Netherlands 
or France. As political storm clouds gathered in France, an 
American woman, Mother Bernardina Matthews, the  
prioress of the Hoogstraeten Carmel in Holland, made a 
brave move. With two other American nuns, her nieces, 
and a Dutch sister, she came to Port Tobacco, Maryland, 
in 1790. Within twenty years the community had grown to 
twenty, although by 1823 their farm failed and they had to 
move to Baltimore and open a school. The  
Carmelite order requires contemplation and cloister, so in 
time the school was closed. The Port Tobacco land had 
long since been sold, but in 1976 a community of nuns 
was able to return thanks to loyal neighbors who had 
worked for forty years for their restoration. Today, our 
original American convent is fully alive in prayer, hard 
work, and strong community. --Rev. James Field, Copyright (c)  
J. S. Paluch Co. 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly  
Sunday, July 25  

 
Pope Francis has declared July 25 as World Day for  
Grandparents and the Elderly. The theme of this day is 
taken from St. Matthews Gospel “I am with you al-
ways”.  A promise of closeness and hope that young and 
old alike mutually share. Not only are grandchildren and 
young people called to be present in the lives of older 
people. Grandparents and older people HAVE A MISSION 
of evangelization, proclamation and prayer, and to  
encourage young people in their faith by their good  
example. 



 

 

 


