
 

 

 



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table 
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
 Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  
Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  

Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 
  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  
suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  

A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  

at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity.  

For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS 
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 24, 2021 
 

“Master, I want to see.”  Is humble service as a priest,  
deacon or in the consecrated life your path of holiness and 
eternal glory in Christ?  Contact the Vocation Office at 
(718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.  

 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

 
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving  
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our  
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582. 

Weekly Sacred Scripture Study  
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center For more Info call:  Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312 



 

 

October 23rd  - October 30th 

 
Saturday, October 23 

5pm: Solito Alberto (Family) 
   

Sunday, October 24 
  

8:30am 
 Catherine Quinn (Kathleen) 

 
10:30am 

 Ronald Iorio (The Fortune Family) 
John Zach (Jovie + John Chorzepa) 

Maria Batista-Toro (Friends + Family) 
 

12:30pm  
Faithful of American Martyrs  

 
Monday 

 John Sosna (Donna + Steve) 
 

Tuesday 
Harry Bergman (Delia Santiago + Family)  

 
Wednesday 

Mary L. Vellozi (Raul + Marisa Fojas)  
 

Thursday 
 Cirila Santa Maria (Raul + Marisa Fojas) 

 
Friday 

 Rowland Family + Rose O’Connell  (Brady Family) 
 

Saturday 

8:30am: Catholic War Veterans  
 

5:00 pm: 
For the Faithful of American Martyrs 

 
Collection for October17,2021 

 E-Giving: $834.50 
Collection: $4077.00 

Total: $4911.50 
 
 

Thank You For Your Support  

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 
Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Diana Ferrante, Michael 
Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, 
Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon 
Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara 
McGraw and Msgr. John Keppler 

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are Offered in Memory of 
Samantha Hope (Family) 

 
Sanctuary Candle 

Are Offered  in Thanksgiving  
for the Grandparents of 

American Martyrs 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED OF  
AMERICAN MARTYRS  

 
Msgr. Michael J. Curran 

Laura A. Falconi 
Marguerite Woods 

MAY THEY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE 

 
 
 

This Weeks Altar Flowers 
in Thanks for  the  
American Martyrs 

Lectors  
 



 

 

Bits and Pieces from Mike and Mike, Newly Retired from Building House Decks 

Dear People of God...  

...So often, too often, all too often, way too often… 

So often, Lord, I let worries and fears build walls that keep me from your grace, your strength, 
your desire to help me to do the next right thing, speak the next right word and make the next right move... 

 
Too often, Lord, I isolate my spirit and I fail, so slow am I to welcome all the help, the lift, the gifts you offer 

   when I'm trapped and lost in  worry, when I doubt my self in fear and distrust my will to do what I must do... 
 

All too often, Lord, I find a way, a reason to excuse myself from my responsibility, to seize the opportunity to do the next right thing, 
speak the next right word  and make the next right move... 

 
Way too often, Lord, I'm too easily satisfied when worry weakens my resolve, 

   when old fears frustrate the best of my plans, when doubt disarms my will to speak... 
 

So, break through, Lord, I pray, break through my fear with your sure grace, break through my worry with your sweet peace, break 
through my doubts and strengthen me to do the next right thing,  speak the next right word and make the next right move… ...Amen.  

 

 

 
 

It's Sunday, Lord… It's the Lord's Day, your day: at least that's what we say... 
Of the week's seven days, this one's yours, Lord—at least in theory if not in my practice... 

 
So, help me, Lord, help me live this day, your day, a little more faithful to your word, a little more grateful for your gifts, 
a little more attentive to your presence, a little more mindful of my neighbor's needs, a little more measured in my pace, 

a little more generous in my giving, a little more open this day's opportunities, a little more trusting in your mercy, 
a little more loving in my words and deeds, a little more present to you in prayer... 

 
I guess if you add up all my "little mores" it comes out to be quite a lot—but even with all of them, 

it won't be more than I might give today… It's Sunday, Lord… It's the Lord's day, your day: help me spend it with you 
and if not all of it then help me spend a little bit more than the time I gave you yesterday… ...Amen.  

Times They Are A Changing 
 

 Parish life has changed since Corvid19 appeared and may never be the same as we have known parish life to be.  However 
there have been signs that change is indeed in the air.  The first sign for us here at American Martyrs occurred July 13 when B-I-N-G
-O returned, and has continued to be a great source of fundraising income for our parish.  The Second, and Major sign was American 
Martyrs School of Religious Education returning to “in-person” classes.  Last year all parishes within the Diocese of Brooklyn were 
“Online, Remotely Learning,”  Which was a total disaster all around the Diocese.  This year Religious Education is off to a great 
start in thanks to the Extra Hard Work of Mrs. Asche and our Teachers, in making sure your children and grandchildren receive a 
balanced teaching of the faith that we all so love.  Another sign that parish life is dribbling in the right direction was the return of the 
Oktoberfest.  Thanks to the Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs Knights of Columbus the Oktoberfest was another positive in our 
returning to a so called normal parish life.  Thanks men of the Knights of Columbus for a great night of super food, great drink and 
bringing so many of us out of our homes to enjoy each others company.   
 A fantastic sign of returning to parish life is Mass attendance.  We have been keeping count at each Mass and the number 
have been slowly going up.  I believe many feel safe coming back to Church, however we can not let our guard down. As we  
continue to re-open as a parish please NOTE WELL that Masks and  SOCIAL DISTANCING are still a Must while attending Mass 
and for the safety and respect of each other I ask you to please continue practicing the safety measure. 
 Finally some of the signs that show we are going in the right direction are the return of our Seniors Leisure Club on  
Thursday, The Ladies of the Rosary Society returning and praying the rosary together and also the slowly opening of the CYO.  The 
Diocese has a major hand in the opening of each sport and the American Martyrs CYO leaders follow the Diocese’s lead! 

God Bless and thanks to all that have silently helped re-open American Martyrs 
Fr. Peter  



 

 

 

 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 
As election campaigns move into high gear, sometimes the phrase "the Catholic vote" is heard. It's an interesting  concept, since 
Catholics started out in this country as a very fragile group: fewer than forty thousand of us at the time of the first census in 1790, 
and only about 2 percent of the population by 1830. It was a priestless church for all intents and purposes, lay-led clusters of  
Catholics waiting patiently for the occasional visit of a priest, sustained by gathering when they could on Sunday for devotional 
prayer like litanies and the rosary. They tried to hold on to their ancestral faith as best they could.  
 
Archbishop Jean-Louis Cheverus told one family in Maine to "every day say your prayers on your knees with affection, and every 
Sunday gather to hear the Gospel, to pray in common, and to quiz the children on the catechism."   
 
Inevitably, some became Protestant, but many more stayed Catholic from generation to generation, with very little  encouragement 
or sacramental ministry from the clergy. Archbishop John Carroll, the first American bishop, tried to make Church law flexible: 
shortening the length of the fast before Communion, easing the Lenten fast, and even  relaxing the rule of Sabbath rest at harvest 
time. Catholicism in England had been quietly sustained in this way for two centuries, and the first American Catholics carried on as 
had their ancestors, providing a fertile soil for the  unprecedented success and phenomenal growth of the Church in our country. --
Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 

 
Special Needs Parents Group Sacred Heart Bayside 
  
Sacred Heart Parish invite parents/guardians with children/adults 
with all special needs or IEP’s to join them share and exchange 
ideas in an informal setting. 

Meeting dates:  
Tuesday, November 9   
Thursday, December 9 

For More Information call Georgette Lyons: 718-631-1307 

American Martyrs Christmas Fair   
The Annual Christmas Fair is slated for December 4 & 5, 2021  

VENDORS WANTED!!!  
 E-mail:  Christmas.fair@yahoo.com 

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon—Thurs 9am –12 noon & 1pm—4pm 

Saturday’s 9am—12 Noon 
 

All Other Hours by Appointment 

The American Martyrs Columbiettes  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be having a Thanksgiving Bake Sale 
on Sunday November 14th,2021 after all three 

masses and available at all three doors of our  
beautiful American Martyrs Church.  

Please consider supporting the Columbiettes".   

“WHITE ELEPHANT” TABLE COLLECTION 
 

We will be collecting donations for our “White Elephant” table on Saturday,  
November 13 in the Sullivan Center from 10 am to 3 pm and  

on Sunday, November 14, from 12 pm to 3 pm. 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
Will minister to the elderly in their own homes. Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis, Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
Open AA Meetings 

Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Closed AA Meetings 

Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable.212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: -1-800-273-8255 
Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Floater and Smitty 2 Funny Dudes  
 
Floater: “Cheer Up” my friend told me, “Things could be worse.  
You could be underground in a hole full of water.”  He is  
annoying, but I know he means well.  
Smitty: Billion dollar idea.  A smoke detector that shuts off when 
you yell: “I’m just cooking!”  
Floater: I barely had enough margarine to make my son’s  
birthday cake.  There was no margarine for error.  
Smitty: A car’s weakest part is the nut holding the steering 
wheel.  
Floater: I’m currently on a restaurant date with a female boxer.  
She’s going for the ribs. I might try a duck.  
Smitty: I left my wife, a pianist, this note: “Gone Chopin, have 
Liszt, Back in a Minuet.”  
Floater: It’s a shame nothing is built in the US  anymore.  I just 
bought a TV and it said “Built in  antenna.”  I don’t even know 
where that is.  
Smitty: Humanity is losing its geniuses.  Aristotle died, Newton 
passed away, Einstein died, and I’m not feeling well today…  
Floater: Last year I joined a support group for antisocial people.  
We haven’t met yet.  
Smitty: 60 might be the new 40, but 9pm is now midnight to me! 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 
Praying the Rosary—Hosted By the Rosary Society 

First Sunday of every month, the Rosary will be recited at 10am (before the 10:30am Mass). 
Please join us to honor Mary, “The Mother of God at the Center of the Pilgrim Church.”  All are welcome! 

  

I Have My Ticket’s,  
What about you? 

CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 
American Martyrs Catholic War Veterans – Post 1772 will be holding a Recruitment Drive after all Masses on October 
30, and 31.  We invite anyone who has served in the Armed Forces to join us.  Our members will be at the door of the 
Church with application.  

THE PATH 
People find their way to paradise more by a path of footprints than by a pack of road maps.  Anonymous 


