
 

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent Week 2 

Preparation 
 

“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every 

mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged 

places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 

together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’” Isaiah 40:3-5 

American Martyrs 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 4,2022 

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/second-sunday-advent.html


 

 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

  

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society 

  
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 

peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 

group.  All welcome ! 

The Collection for November27,  2022  

 Online Giving: $1,480.50 

Collection: $3,685   

Total: $  5,165.50 

 

Second Collection Christmas Flowers: $1,588 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as  

they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone,  Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch,  

John Sheridan, Jr., Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Luis D. 

Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler,  Dawn Brigante, George 

Adamonis, Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine Charles, Chuck Levitt, Fr. Jim Cunningham,  Anna + Erwin Bischoff, Jimmy O’Neil, 

Dr. Frank Amico, Rudy Mazzocchi,  Arlene Scherne, Thomas Lafleur, Joann Failla,  Rosalinda Apostadero , Pasquale Scottie, Millie SanSeverino 

Jen Flynn Limberg, James Kingston, and Tom Dana  

December 4th -- December 10th 

  

Sunday 

 

8:30am 

Ony Blando (requested by family)  

 

10:30am 

Purgatorial Society 

 

12:30pm 

Antonio + Ernesta Mongelli (requested by Elena + Rudy) 

 Danielle (requested by Nilda) 

 Rev. James Devine (requested by Rosary Society) 

  
Monday  

Edward Sadowski (requested by Susan + Robert)  

 

Tuesday  

Demetrio Santarina (requested by family) 

 

Wednesday  

8:30am: In Honor of our Blessed Mother (requested by ) 

7:30pm Vigil Mass: Faithful of American Martyrs 

 

Thursday 

8:30am: Henry Banden (requested by Rosemarie)  

7:30pm: Ernesta Mongelli (requested by family) 

 

Friday  

Ellie Foresta (requested by Ed Pearse) 

 

Saturday 

8:30am 

Intentions of Bishop Robert J. Brennan (Requested by Fr. Peter) 

 

5:00pm 

Grace Hurlihy (requested by Agnes Walsh) 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

 

 

DIANNA FERRANTE  

 

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  

THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 

 
 
 

This weeks Sanctuary Candle 
is offered in Prayerful  

Thanks for the  
Confirmandi of  

American Martyrs 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread and Wine are in 
in loving memory of 
Anthony Zafferese 

 



 

 

Welcome to American Martyrs Bishop Robert J. Brennan, D.D.  

 

Bishop Brennan, a rather intelligent man being he is an avid NY Met 
fan, will be visiting American Martyrs confirming the grace of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation upon the Confirmandi.  
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated 4:30pm this Friday 
 
Please keep the teens in your prayers this week as they prepare for 
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. (Confirmation will be live streamed on  

American Martyrs website ) 

Dear People of God, Our Advent Season moves into the second week. It’s very easy (and understandable) to get so caught up in the hustle 

and bustle of cards, gift buying, cooking and shopping that Advent’s real meaning gets lost in the whirl of activity.  We cannot always 

change our place in life, but we can change the way we look at it.  

 

As we move closer toward Christmas Day, will the days to come be filled with anxiety, stress, worry and a sense of being overwhelmed?  

Or despite the crazy schedule, am I able to see the Blessings of family, faith, love and the presence of God made visible through the birth  

of Jesus? We make choices. Will I choose to let the burdens of life weigh me down? Will I choose to see everything as a gift and blessing 

despite the flurry of activities? 

 

I share with you a story that was given to me. It beautifully reflects Advent and Christmas’ real meaning — especially through children.  

 

The “W” in Christmas  
 

Each December, I vowed to make Christmas a calm and peaceful experience. I had cut back on nonessential obligations— extensive card 

writing, endless baking, decorating, and even overspending. Yet still, I found myself exhausted, unable to appreciate the precious family 

moments, and of course, the true meaning of Christmas. 

  

My son, Nicholas, was in kindergarten that year. It was an exciting season for a six year old. For weeks, he’d been memorizing songs for  

his school’s “Winter Pageant.” I didn’t have the heart to tell him I’d be working the night of the production. Unwilling to miss his shining 

moment, I spoke with his teacher. She assured me there’d be a dress rehearsal the morning of the presentation. All parents unable to attend 

that evening were welcome to come then. Fortunately, Nicholas seemed happy with the compromise.  

 

So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, I filed in ten minutes early, found a spot on the cafeteria floor and sat down. Around the room, I saw 

several other parents quietly scampering to their seats. As I waited, the students were led into the room. Each class, accompanied by their 

teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor. Then, each group, one by one, rose to perform their song.  

 

Because the public school system had long stopped referring to the holiday as “Christmas,” I didn’t expect anything other than fun,  

commercial entertainment — songs of reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes and good cheer. So, when my son’s class rose to sing, “Christmas 

Love,” I was slightly taken aback by its bold title.  

 

Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his classmates, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red sweaters, and bright snow caps upon their heads. Those in 

the front row-center stage-held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the title of the song. As the class would sing “C is for Christmas,” a 

child would hold up the letter C. Then, “H is for Happy,” and on and on, until each child holding up his portion had presented the complete 

message, “Christmas Love.” 

 

 The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, quiet girl in the front row holding the letter “M” upside 

down — totally unaware her letter “M” appeared as a “W.” The audience of first through sixth graders snickered at this little one’s mistake. 

But she had no idea they were laughing at her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her “W.”  

 

Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued until the last letter was raised, and we all saw it together. A hush 

came over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, we understood the reason we were there, why we celebrated the holiday in 

the first place, why even in the chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities. For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud 

and clear: CHRISTWAS LOVE.” And, I believe, He still is. Amen. - Author Unknown  

 

Let’s Be Prepared and Pray for each other... ...As we journey to Bethlehem... ...Fr. Peter 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

American Martyrs  

Christmas Fair 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday December 10 10am - 3pm 

Sunday December 11 9am - 3pm  

 

 

VENDORS WANTED 

If you are interested in joining us for call  

Theresa at (718) 428 - 5308 or  

email Christmas.Fair @yahoo.com 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Mitten Drive is Back! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are again collecting gently-used or new Mittens, Gloves, Scarves and Hats for 
children and adults. There will be boxes at the entrances of our Church starting  

December 17 thru January. 
 

These items will be donated each week to a Salvation Army family shelter  
to help those in need of warm clothing. 



 

 

  

  

  
DECEMBER 10TH + DECEMBER 11TH 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: John Sullivan   

8:30am: Michael Shoule 

10:30am: Nestor Diaz  

12:30pm: Maureen Henry   

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm:Getulio Cury + Barbara Froehlich + Agnes Walsh 

8:30am: Mary Ann Schreiber + Donna & Stephen Sica  

10:30am: Anne Carusoe + Bobby Shoule + Johanna Zafferese 

12:30pm: Terry Marchia + Olivia Miranda 

  Preparing for Christmas with Floater and Smitty 

 

Floater: I got myself a “Seniors’ GPS.” Not only does it tell 

me how to get to my destination, it tells me why I wanted to go 

there. 

Smitty: So a man came into my shop today and asked “why me 

exit sign was flicking on and off.  I said: “It’s on it’s way out!

Floater: I used to hate it when my mom would dress me and 

my twin brother in the same clothes.  We could hardly walk. 

Smitty: My wife asked me if I could multitask .  I said yes, I 

can listen, ignore and forget at the same time. 

Floater: I only lift weights on Saturday and Sunday because 

Monday to Friday are my weak days. 

Smitty: If two people love each other, nothing is impossible, 

except deciding where to eat. 

Floater:  R.I.P. Boiled water.  You will be mist. 

Smitty: 5 ants decided to rent an apartment with another 5 ants, 

now they’re tenants. 

Floater: I wasn’t feeling well so I went to the doctor.  He told 

me I had the “Ferris Wheel” Flu.  I asked him if it was  

common, he said “it’s going around.” 

Smitty: I’ve just checked my house insurance and if my  

blanket gets stolen in the middle of the night I’m not covered.  

Floater: My wife and I decided to never go to bed angry at 

each other.  We’ve been awake since Tuesday. 

Smitty: If it wasn’t for the nice man who invented electricity 

we’d all be watching TV by candlelight. 

Floater: I love bacon because I can wrap it around anything.  

Basically, it’s the Duct Tape of Food. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

"Advent is a journey towards Bethlehem. May we let ourselves be drawn by the light of God made man."  

Dr. Bill Buzzone quoting Pope Francis 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!! 

 

Thank You goes out to AnnaBelle + Fabian Villegas, Valerie + Stephen Day and their committee members  

for organizing and sponsoring the recently held Eucharistic Miracles Convocation Exhibit and Day of Prayer  

here at American Martyrs in honor of Blessed Carlo Acutis. 

 

Thanks everyone for a Spiritually Uplifting Day 

And While Saying Thank You… 

Thanks again for all who donated coats to our Annual Coat Drive 

Approximately 200 children’s and adults coats were delivered to  

St. Michaels/St. Malachy’s Parish in East New York, Brooklyn to help keep 

those in need of a winter coat 
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Rosary Society Christmas Party 
 

 

Join us on Monday, December 5 at 1pm in the Sulli-

van Center.  We will have light  

refreshments, coffee and cake. 

 

There will also be a Small Chinese Auction. 

  

All ladies are welcome to join us!!! 

 


