
 

 

 

 
 

Third Week of Advent 
 

A third candle—a pink one—is lit on the Advent Wreath for the third Sunday of  
Advent. This candle, often called the Shepherd’s Candle or the Joy Candle, represents  

joy, such as the joy the shepherds experienced when the angel told them that Christ  
was to be born. The Advent season is now half over, and Jesus’ coming—both  

his first coming, liturgically, and his second coming,  

historically—is nearer now than it was two weeks ago. 
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Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

  

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society 

  
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 

peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 

group.  All welcome ! 

The Collection for December 4, 2022  

 Online Giving: $1,625.50 

In Pew Collection:$5,020   

Total: $6,645.50 

 

Christmas Gift to Parish:$19,477 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as  

they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone,  Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., 

Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Luis D. Vargas,  

C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler,  Dawn Brigante, George 

Adamonis, Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine Charles, Chuck Levitt, Anna + Erwin Bisc hoff, Jimmy O’Neil, Dr. Frank Amico, 

Rudy Mazzocchi, Arlene Scherne, Thomas Lafleur, Joann Failla,  Rosalinda Apostadero , Pasquale Scottie, Millie SanSeverino Jen Flynn Limberg, 

James Kingston, and Tom Dana  

December 11th -- December 17h 

  

Sunday 

 

8:30am 

Anna Smaldino (requested by Mary Ann + Gregg)  

 

10:30am 

Robert Kavaliauskas: living intention (requested by Ruth Zack) 

Ellie Foresta (requested by Theresa Asche) 

Germaine Arolas (requested by Santarina Family) 

 

12:30pm 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

  
Monday  

In Honor of The Blessed Mother (requested by Migene Whippler) 

 

Tuesday  

Dolores Johnson (requested by Martha Toledo) 

 

Wednesday  

Vito Merola (requested by the Merola Family ) 

 

Thursday 

John + Hedwig Sosna (requested by Donna Sosna + Stephen Sica)  

 

Friday  

In Honor of St. Anthony (requested by Migene Whippler) 

 

Saturday 

8:30am 

Thomas Chacko (Requested by Chacko Family) 

 

5:00pm 

Tereza Santos (requested by Family) 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

 

JAMES VON VEIT 

WIILLIAM K. LAVIN 

MICHAEL ARRIAGA 

MSGR. MICHAEL J. CANTLEY 

 

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  

THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 

 
 
 

This weeks Sanctuary Candle 
is offered in Prayerful  

Thanks for the  
Liturgical Environment  

Committee 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread and Wine are in 
in loving memory of 

Patricia E. Mills 
(Fr. Peter Gillen’s mom) 

 



 

 

Dear People of God, How quickly our Advent journey is moving toward Christmas morn. I share the following...  

Read slowly and prayerfully...and pass it on...  
 

A Christmas Blessing 
 

May there be harmony in all your relationships. May sharp words, envious thoughts and hostile feelings be dissolved.  

May you give and receive love generously. May this love echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on a clear December day.  
May each person who comes into your life be greeted as another Christ. May the honor given the Babe of Bethlehem be that 

which you extend to every guest who enters your presence.  
May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul. May it be a foundation of courage for you when times of distress occupy 

your inner land.  
May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be awakened within you. May it lead you to renewed awareness and  

appreciation of whatever you too easily take for granted.  

May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened as you gather with your family and friends around the table of festivity 
and nourishment.  

May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for the hidden treasures it contains.  
May the coming year be one of good health for you. May you have energy and vitality. May you care well for your body, mind, 

and spirit  

May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust this Luminescent Presence to guide and direct you each day. 
May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit the One who offers you peace. May you bring this peace  

into our world.  Joyce Rupp, Out of the Ordinary  
 

Please keep the Advent Season in perspective and sprinkle with some humor… 
  

Hospital regulations require a wheelchair for patients being discharged. However, while working as a student nurse, I found one 

elderly gentleman already dressed and sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet, who insisted he didn’t need my help to leave 
the hospital. After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me wheel him to the elevator. On the way down, I asked him 

if his wife was meeting him. “I don’t know,” he said. “She’s still upstairs in the bathroom changing out of her hospital gown.”  
 

Keep Reading… 
 

A senior citizen said to his eighty-year-old buddy: “So I hear you’re getting married?” “Yep!” “Do I know her?” “Nope!” “This 

woman, is she good looking?” “Not really.” “Is she a good cook?” “Naw, she can’t cook too well.” “Does she have lots of money?” 
“Nope! Poor as a church mouse.” “Well, then, what is she good at?” “I don’t know.” “Why in the world do you want to marry her 

then?” “Because she can still drive!”  

 
Keep Reading… 

 
A man was telling his neighbor, “I just bought a new hearing aid. It cost me four thousand dollars, but it’s state of the art. It’s 

perfect.” “Really,” answered the neighbor, “What kind is it?” “Twelve thirty.” 
 

 
Blessings on the journey to Christmas… . 

..Fr. Peter 

 
When filling out your Christmas cards this year, take one card and send it to this address:  

 
 
A Recovering American Soldier 
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20307-
5001. 
 
 
If everyone sends one card, think of how many cards these  
wonderful, selfless people, who have sacrificed so much 
would get.  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 “One who has hope lives differently.”  
Dr. Bill Buzzone quoting Pope Benedict  XVI 

 



 

 

 

  

  

  
DECEMBER 17TH + DECEMBER 18TH 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: Stephen Barry  

8:30am: Jillian Minarik 

10:30am: Paul Williams  

12:30pm: Charles Vietri   

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm:Getulio Cury + Barbara Froehlich + Agnes Walsh 

8:30am: Fortune Tramonte, Bertha + Olando Hernandez  

10:30am: Steven Carusoe + Olivia Miranda + Linda Limberg  

12:30pm: Terry Marchia + Frances Kersch + Diana Iorio 

  Preparing for Christmas with Floater and Smitty 

 

Floater: Cowboys would put a lantern on their saddle at night 

so they could find the trail when they were far from home.  

This was early Saddle Light Navigation. 

Smitty:  I saw an Octopus rob a bank this morning.  He didn’t 

have a gun, but he was well armed. 

Floater: We were so poor as kids.  I remember on my 6th 

birthday my mom put 3 candles on a cake and stuck it in front 

of a mirror. 

Smitty: It was below freezing when my friend Lynn and I  

visited Germany.  I said: “Burr, Lynn!” 

Floater: My girlfriend Emma said she wanted to get married, 

when I pointed out my surname is Royds, she didn’t seem as 

keen on the idea 

Smitty: I don’t know why banks get upset when I don’t repay a 

loan… ...they already knew I had no money when I came to 

borrow it. 

Floater:  Nada, zilch, zero, nil,  These words mean nothing to 

me 

Smitty: My horse will only come out of its stable when it gets 

dark.  It’s becoming a night mare. 

Floater: after 3 years of hard work I’m pleased to announce I 

finally finished my first novel.  I might begin reading another 

book tomorrow. 

Smitty: So I saw this fellow running down the block with a 

cape on, so I asked “Are you a super hero?”  He said: “No, I 

haven't paid for my haircut!”   

 

 



 

 

 

Queens College Choral Society Presents 

Handel’s MESSIAH 

7:30pm Saturday December 10 (tonight) 

Golden Auditorium 

 
The Mitten Drive is Back! 

 
 

We are again collecting gently-used or new  
Mittens, Gloves, Scarves and Hats for children and adults. There 

will be boxes at the entrances of our Church starting  
December 17 thru January. 

 
 

These items will be donated each week to a  
Salvation Army family shelter to help those in  

need of warm clothing. 

 
AMERICAN MARTYRS CONGRATULATES OUR CONFIRMANDI  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO MATTHEW, LOUIS, CARLOS, ROBERT, LUCIAN, DANIEL, DANIELLE, LEXI, 
NICOLE, VIOLA, AYA, ANNABELLA, MADISON, RUBY, SOPHIA  AND CARA  UPON RECEIVING THE  
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION ON FRIDAY. 


