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Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

  

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society 

  
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 

peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 

group.  All welcome ! 

The Collection for December 18, 2022  

 

Due to Early Deadline for this  

Weeks Bulletin the Collection  

will be posted next week 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as  

they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone,  Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., 

Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Luis D. Vargas, C.J.  

Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler,  Dawn Brigante, George Adamonis, 

Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine Charles, Chuck Levitt, Anna + Erwin Bisc hoff, Jimmy O’Neil, Dr. Frank Amico, Rudy  

Mazzocchi, Arlene Scherne, Thomas Lafleur, Joann Failla,  Rosalinda Apostadero , Pasquale Scottie, Millie SanSeverino Jen Flynn Limberg, James 

Kingston, Tom Dana and Anne Kingston 

December 25th -- December 31st 

  

Sunday 

 

Midnight Mass 

Thomas A. Heinz 

 

8:30am 

Ruggieri Family requested by Family) 

 

10:30am 

Jack Bills (requested by Ann Marie) 

Hugo + Blanco Baquero (requested by Family) 

 Nancy + Carmine Soviero (requested by Family) 

 

12:30pm 

 Joan + Patrick Kearney (requested by the Family) 

  
Monday  

 Raoul Vargas (requested by mom) 

 

Tuesday  

Prayer of Thanksgiving (requested by Ballesteros family) 

 

Wednesday  

 Vargas Family (requested by the Family) 

 

Thursday 

In Thanksgiving (requested by the Donnna Sosa + Steve Sica)  

 

Friday  

Hugo E. Baquero (requested by family) 

 

Saturday 

8:30am 

Catholic War Veterans 

 

5:00pm  

For the Faithful of American Martyrs 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

 

REV. CHRISTOPHER CASHMAN  

JOAN TRIGNANO 

LINDA POKORNY 

 

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  

THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 

 
 
 

This weeks Sanctuary Candle 
is offered in Loving Memory of 

Patrick + Joan Kearney  
(requested by the Kearney Family) 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread +Wine + Candles  
are in loving memory of 

Ruggieri Family 
(requested by Family) 

 



 

 

CHRISTMAS @ AMERICAN MARTYRS 

Dear People of God, during our Advent Season did we spend the time waiting and preparing for the birth of Our Lord Jesus into 

our world? Yes, Christmas Day is here!!! I would also include the Season of Christmas is a marvelous opportunity to listen—

listen through prayer. What am I listening for? This time of year becomes incredibly hectic and frenetic for most of us. I don’t 

have time to pray or listen—too many things needed to be accomplished. Yet, there is more to life than increasing its speed.  

Have I waited, prepared and listened. These are not passive words. On the contrary, active listening takes work—the ability to 

make the time and calm from within so God can touch the deepest part of our heart. Am I a good listener? What am I listening 

for? Am I tuned into God or have I clicked off?  

 

This time of year is a beautiful opportunity to give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus into our world and lives. Life is difficult,  

but what a glorious time of year to share with family and friends. Yet, many people are saddened by the death of a loved one this 

past year. Cherish their presence by sharing stories and more stories. Laugh. Cry. Give thanks and give God more thanks. 

  

As our Advent Season gives way to Christmas morn it is important not to lose the gift of Christmas’ real meaning– the birth of 

Jesus Christ. Jesus became human so we could become divine in our love and care for each other. Also, sprinkle the week with 

love, prayer and humor. Gather with family around the Table of the Lord and share Eucharist—and give thanks.  

 

This stopped me in my tracks! So Please Slow Down and enjoy the ‘Presence” 

 

Every minute someone leaves this world behind.  

We are all in “the line” without knowing it.  

We never know how many people are before us.  

We cannot move to the back of the line. 

 We cannot step out of the line.  

We cannot avoid the line. 

 So while we wait in line  
Make moments count. Make priorities. Make the time. Make your gifts known. Make a nobody feel like a somebody. Make your 

voice heard. Make the small things big. Make someone smile. Make the change. Make love. Make up. Make peace. Make sure to 

tell your people they are loved. Make sure to have no regrets. Make sure you are ready. 

 

Journeying with you through Advent at a slow place and rejoicing on Christmas Day Fr. Peter  

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God is January 1, 2023 

 

This HolyDay is a celebration of Mary's motherhood of . It is a reminder of the role she played in the salvation of 

humankind. The title “Mother of God” is a western derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which means “God-bearer” 

 

Mass Schedule will follow our usual weekend schedule.   

Saturday 5pm Vigil + Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm  

Happy, Safe and Blessed New Year 

 

Christmas Blessings 

“The Gift of Presence” 

 

Christmas would not be the same without presents, no matter the size or number. Yet even more important is the gift of “presence.” 

It is so important to be present to the people we love the most and who are touchable close yet sometimes get the least from us.  

What might make this a memorable Christmas is our being more present to the people in our lives. Give the gift of presence and be 

present to those in our circle of love. Be flesh, emotion, laughter, imagination, generosity, l listening, understanding, caring,  

blessing to special people we call family and friends.  

 

Let the Word become flesh in us, so that we might step into life in new ways that can make life itself a Christmas gift every day.  

 

On behalf of Deacon Stan, Msgr. Doran, Msgr. Noone, Fr. Emmanuel, and the entire staff, we wish you and your family the joy and 

peace of the God of love, peace, compassion, mercy and justice that Jesus’ birth made present to us all. We are truly blessed  to serve 

all of you here at American Martyrs.  

Merry Christmas! Fr. Peter 



 

 

Christmas at American Martyrs 

 

Christmas in American Martyrs is a beautiful and exciting time. I am always impressed by the generosity and warmth of the season. 

The number of gifts collected by the parish for the poor, are a great example of the spirit that exists in Oakland Gardens. There is a 

deep appreciation for the blessings that have been received and that are now passed on to family, friends and even to those unknown 

to us, the stranger we are called to welcome in the name of Jesus. You can feel it at Mass, in the streets and the special gatherings we 

experience in the holy season. It is a tremendous blessing to us all. 

 

It is something that I, as a priest, have the joy of experiencing in this parish throughout the year. The generosity and spirit of the 

Christ child is felt in the various organizations, the volunteers of our religious education teachers, the many Lectors and Extra-  

Ordinary Ministers of Communion, the CYO Sports Programs’ volunteers and so many others in our community remind me of the 

true meaning of the Incarnation - that Christ has come and dwells among us. I see how He dwells among us in you - and I am  

grateful for your witness to His love in such beauty and simple service.  

 

Christmas gives us a more focused and dramatic experience of this wondrous love. So celebrate it for as long as possible, for we 

really need it. We all know that this season will pass too quickly, maybe passed already for some. We can have a post-holiday  

sadness, or that feeling that it all passes much too quickly. But I know that I will soon see it in simple ways; neighbor helping 

neighbor, strong helping weak, older leading younger, generous poured out in the beautiful ordinary love that lives in the American 

Martyrs/Oakland Gardens Community. Truly the Word has become Flesh - and dwells among US . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

There is a Christmas song that says of Bethlehem: "Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light." Bethlehem is a suburb of 

Jerusalem. Its main tourist attraction in the time of Jesus was that it was the birthplace of David. Though today it has many modern 

homes and buildings, you can still see that it is part of "the hill country. . .of Judah." It is not too far from En Kerem, where John 

the Baptist was born, and apparently where today's Gospel takes place. We see in the Gospel reading today how Elizabeth and her 

unborn child rejoiced at the news of Jesus' coming birth. The story implies that Mary went to see Elizabeth as soon as the angel 

told her about Jesus. Maybe it was easier to tell her cousin, who was also with child, than her fiancé. I would think that talking 

about it made this miracle more real. I know that talking about my faith makes it more real to me.  

Jesus is the "everlasting Light" mentioned in the song. That light shines today, not just in Bethlehem, but everywhere that his  

followers bring it. When we console someone who is mourning, that light shines. When we offer to help someone in need, it shines 

brighter. When we forgive someone who hurt us, the light is burning. When we offer to sponsor a candidate in the RCIA, the light 

grows. When we teach a child how to pray, it shines even brighter. Our dark streets need the everlasting Light today as much as 

they did 2000 years ago. Today we remember how Mary and Elizabeth shared their faith in God. They did so much like we do  

today. Mary could not see her unborn son yet, but helped Elizabeth to believe by her words. Jesus, who seems to be invisible  

today, is seen in the shared faith of those who bring him into the world by their words and actions. Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

MEMORIES AND DREAMS 

 

Throughout our lives, we retain the language and habits of our native region and family of origin. Should we return to our home  

after a long absence, we quickly revert to its familiar speech and practices. Our deep memory is reflected in old stories and words 

and speech patterns. This familiarity runs like an underground river and accompanies us wherever we go. 

  

Not only do we remember, we are incorporated into and made part of a greater memory. In remembering and recollecting, we are in 

turn gathered up and re-collected. 

 

Today we remember Mary, a small figure travelling the country roads to visit Elizabeth. All the great pronouncements and dreams  

of the prophets point to this time when the Lords words to Mary would be gathered and fulfilled. The memories of her people are 

alive in her, and memories of her nourish our own living faith. Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 

When filling out your Christmas cards this year, take one card and send it to this 
address:  

 
A Recovering American Soldier 
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20307-5001. 
  

The Mitten Drive is Back! 
 

We are again collecting gently-used or new  

Mittens, Gloves, Scarves and Hats for children and adults.  

There will be boxes at the entrances of our Church starting  
December 17 thru January. 

 

These items will be donated each week to a  

Salvation Army family shelter to help those in  

need of warm clothing. 

I would hazard a guess that of all the stories we grew up with, the most commonly known, and the most universally loved, perhaps, 

is the story of the Nativity. Most of us have acted it out, sung it, read it or been read it by the time we were five or six. And most 

people, believers or not, don’t forget it. Why is that, I wonder?  

 

Repetition certainly helps. Every year at this time we hear the story again. We hear it caroled in our streets, read from a lectern in 

church. Images of it fill our mantle-pieces on Christmas cards. We see again how great artists have been inspired by it: Rembrandt 

and Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci. We hear again the poets’ voices: TS Eliot’s “Journey of the Magi”, Christina Rosetti’s “In the 

Bleak Mid Winter”. There is the brash bling of Christmas, the whole marketing maelstrom of tat and trivia that threatens to over-

whelm the spirit of the festival, to obliterate the point of it all. Yet it never does, not for me, anyway. There are powerful reasons 

why the Christmas story still resonates in this ever more secular age.  

 

What a story it is! It is tense and tender, fantastic and frightening, revolutionary and reassuring. And no matter how often you hear 

it, read it, see it, sing it, or act it, it remains endlessly touching and fascinating. And that’s not because it’s simply a charming story. 

If it were just that, it would have lost its potency centuries ago. The story of the Nativity still appeals so strongly to us because every  

generation over the past two thousand years has known that the message of the angels is crucial to all our lives, indeed the survival 

of the world. “Peace on earth. Goodwill towards men”, echoes down the ages as the greatest of all humankind aspirations, but one 

we fail to achieve, generation after generation. It seems almost endemic to the human condition to long for peace, but to find it 

rarely, and then only temporarily. But every time we hear the story of the angels and the Nativity, it gives us hope that it can still be 

achieved. Surely this is why the story is so powerful.  

 

During these Christmas days we celebrate together God’s extraordinary love for us by sending his Son to be one of us. But like the 

shepherds going back to their flocks in the hills we return home pondering what this all means for us in our homes, with our 

neighbors and friends, and in our workplaces. Our purpose in life is to grow into the likeness of God who loves not only us but  

everybody else - without exception - so that when others come face to face with you and me they can say they caught a glimpse of 

God. Christmas is a challenge, as well as a blessing. Every time we welcome, reach out, forgive, accept and understand others,  

perhaps who we would prefer to keep at a distance from ourselves, we grow more and more into the image and likeness of God,  

who on the first Christmas night did not keep his distance from us but came to meet us face to face.  

 

Have a blessed Christmas. 

  WHY THE NATIVITY  
   STILL MATTERS 



 

 

  

  

  
 

DECEMBER 31ST + JANUARY 1ST 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: Margaret Ma0cPherson 

8:30am: Orlando/Berta Hernandez 

10:30am: Agnes Walsh 

12:30pm: Eva Quibir   

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm: Terry Marchia + Lillian Santos 

8:30am: Donna Sosna + Stephen Sica + Mary Ann Schreiber  

10:30am: Jovie Chorze[a + Johanna Zafferese  

12:30pm: Need Volunteers 

  Preparing for Christmas with Floater and Smitty 

 

Floater: One of my favorite childhood memories, is building 

sand castles with my Grandpa...until mom took the urn away. 

Smitty: Well look on the bright side… ...deGrom jerseys are 

now on sale for Christmas. 

Floater: The only thing standing between my dreams are my 

appearance, lack of talent, and general personality. 

Smitty: I have decided I’m not old.  I’m 29 plus shipping and 

handling. 

Floater:  Never kiss your honey when their nose is runny, you 

may think it’s funny, but it’s snot. 

Smitty: Being a human cannonball has to be the worst job 

there is.  You have to worry about getting fired every day. 

Floater: For anybody else that’s getting coal for Christmas 

maybe we can link up and get the grill going or something. 

Smitty: Supermarkets are not making Shortbread any longer! 

Floater: Astronomers got tired of watching the moon after 24 

hours, so they called it a day. 

Smitty: At JFK Airport my friend suggested we disguise  

ourselves as luggage.  I said, “let’s not get carried away. 

Special Needs Parents Meeting 

We invite parents/guardians with children/adults with all  

special needs or IEP's to join us to share and exchange ideas in 

an informal setting at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Bayside.  

We will be meeting at 10:00 AM on: Wednesday, January, 11, 

Thursday, February 16, and Tuesday, March 14. 

For further information please contact Georgette Lyons at  

718-631-1307 or email at shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com 

Christmas Thoughts... 

…Floater and Smitty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and 

keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord 

appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of 

David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. 

And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped 

in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 

there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 

praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on 

earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” Luke2:8-14.  

 

Merry Christmas from Floater and Smitty 

 

mailto:shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com


 

 

 

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs Knights of Columbus  

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest  

Pictures Are on Bulletin Boards 


