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American Martyrs Mission Statement 

We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  

Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of the Lord to 

help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and an  

example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the  

Holy Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

                                                        The Collection for February 26, 2023  

 

Online $2,095.50                In-Pew $4,961.00                               Total $7,056.50 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Ms. Patricia Adams 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Theresa Asche 

Director of Religious Education 

Mr. Jose Espindola 

Parish Grounds 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs  

Columbiettes 

 

79-43 Bell Blvd. Oakland Gardens,  

NY 11364 

Rectory: 718 + 464 + 4582 

Religious Education: 718 + 464 + 6411  

 

Rev. Peter J. Rayder 

Very Rev. Francis K. Asagba 
(In Residence)

 

Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 

WEEKDAYS 8:30am  Monday - Friday 

Saturday 8:30am Communion Service 

 

Holy Days 

7:30pm Vigil, 8:30am + 7:30pm 

Confessions Saturday 4pm - 4:45pm 

(Also by appointment) 

Website: www.amparish.org 



 

 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread +Wine  
in Loving Memory  

 Nancy Soviero 
(Requested by Family)  

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them 

as they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

 

There is an appointed time for everything,  
a time to die... 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

NOREEN KINZI  

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  

THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 

 
 
 

The Gifts of  
Altar Sanctuary    

in Loving Memory  
 Nancy Soviero 

(Requested by Family) 

Mass Intentions 
 

March 5th - March 11th 

Sunday 8:30am 

The Faithful of American Martyrs 

10:30am 

Purgatorial Society 

12:30pm 

Living intention for Linda Walsh (Requested by Ruth Zack) 

Amato + Giovana (Requested by family) 

Suzanne Malench(Requested by Leisure Club) 

Monday 8:30am 

Joseph S. Yandol (Requested by his daughter) 

Tuesday 8:30am 

Blessed Mother (Requested by Migene Wippler) 

Wednesday 8:30am 

Suzanne Malench (Requested by Rose + Jessie Carlone) 

Thursday 8:30am 

Salvatore Palazzola (Requested by Laura Marzulli + Family) 

Friday 8:30am 

Blessed Mother (Requested by Migene Wippler) 

Saturday 8:30 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

Saturday 5pm 

Joan Margaret Kearney 10thAnniversary (Requested by Family) 

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens, a time to heal 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Msgr. John Keppler, Jimmy O’Neil, Rosalinda Apostadero, Pasquale Scottie, Millie SanSeverino Jen Flynn Limberg, Tom Dana, James + 
Anne Kingston, Elsie + Frank Paukowits, Martin Thaila, Vijay Devassy and Fr. Jim Cunningham  

(THE SICK WILL STAY ON LIST FOR 3 WEEKS AND THEN BE REMOVED UNLESS THERE IS A REQUEST FOR THE PERSON TO REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR ANOTHER 3 WEEKS) 

 



 

 

 

Lenten Journey Thought 
 
Dear People of God as we continue our Lenten Season, may the following story “touch” our hearts.  
 
At Thanksgiving time, the first-grade teacher gave her class a fun assignment – to draw a picture of something for which they were thankful. Most 
of the class might be considered economically disadvantaged, but still many would celebrate the holiday with turkey and other traditional goodies 
of the season. These, the teacher thought, would be the subject of most of her students’ art. And they were.  

 
But Douglas made a different kind of picture. Douglas was a different kind of boy. He was the teacher’s true child of misery - frail and unhappy. As 
other children played at recess, Douglas was likely to stand by her side. One could only guess at the pain Douglas felt behind those sad eyes.  
 
Yes, his picture was different. When asked to draw a picture of something for which he was thankful, he drew a hand. Nothing else. Just an empty 
hand. His abstract image captured the imagination of his peers. Whose hand could it be? One child guessed it was the hand of a farmer, because 
farmers raise turkeys. Another suggested a police officer, because the police protect and care for people. Still others guessed it was the hand of 
God, for God feeds us. And so, the discussion went – until the teacher almost forgot the young artist himself.  
 
When the children had gone on to the other assignments, she paused at Douglas’ desk, bent down, and asked him whose hand it was. The little 
boy looked away and said, “It’s yours, teacher.”  
 
She recalled the times she had taken his hand and walked with him here or there as she had the other students. How often she had said, “Take 
my hand, Douglas, we’ll go outside.” Or, “Let me show you how to hold your pencil.” Or, “Let’s do this together.” Douglas was most thankful for his 
teacher’s hand. Brushing aside a tear, she went on with her work.  
 
This Lenten Journey, open your hand in love and forgiveness – the same way our Lord Jesus opens His hands in love and forgiveness to touch 
us… ...And spend some time each day reflecting upon these wisdom thoughts:  
 
- There is nothing to be gained by bitterness, anger or hatred. Bitterness or pessimism is only going to slow you down finding the solution.  
- Make the mistakes, but always follow through on your convictions.  
- Don’t worry, for worry is the most unproductive of all human activities.  
- Don’t be fearful. Most of the things we fear never come to pass.  
- Face each problem as it comes.  
- Don’t cross bridges before you get to them. No one has yet succeeded in accomplishing this.  
- Don’t take problems to bed with you. They make poor bedfellows.  
- Don’t borrow other people’s problems. They can take better care of them than you can.  
- Don’t try and re-live yesterday. It is gone.  
- Don’t become bogged down by frustration. It will only interfere with positive actions.  
- Count your blessings.  
- Don’t let your faith waver. God is with you at every moment.  

- Everything else can wait, but the search for God cannot wait. 

On the Lenten journey with you… ...Fr. Peter 

Ongoing Almsgiving Projects Here at American Martyrs SEE BULLETIN FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

Knights of Columbus: “Spare Change for Life” Fill a Baby Bottles for Life this Lent 

Catholic War Veterans: “Drive for the Troops”  

School of Religious Education: Soup Supper: “Make a Veteran Smile” 

Catholic War Veterans: “Pampers for Babies”
 



 

 

 

Lenten Regulations 

 

We once again enter into the grace-filled season of Lent. 

Throughout our Lenten journey, in preparation for the celebration 

of our Lord’s resurrection, we are invited to enter into a more 

intense period of prayer, penance, and almsgiving. In order to 

assist the faithful of the Diocese of Brooklyn to take full  

advantage of the Lenten season, our Bishop, Most Reverend 

Robert J. Brennan, would like to remind us of the following:  

 

† ABSTINENCE: All the faithful who have reached 14 

years of age are required to abstain totally from meat on the  

Fridays of Lent.  

 

† FASTING: All the faithful between the ages of 18 

and 59 inclusive are bound to fast on Good Friday. This practice 

involves limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food 

between meals. Light sustenance may also be taken on two other 

occasions during the day.  

 

† The special Paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed 

for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday.  

 

† EASTER DUTY: After they have been initiated into 

the Most Holy Eucharist, all the faithful are bound by the  

obligation of receiving Holy Communion at least once a year. 

This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter season, unless for 

a good reason it is fulfilled at another time of the year. By special 

indult, in the United States, the time period for fulfilling this  

precept has been extended to include the period beginning the 

First Sunday of Lent (February 26, 2023) to The Solemnity of the 

Most Holy Trinity (June 4, 2023) 

  

  
  
  
   

Defibrillator  MD or Do Needed 
  

American Martyrs is looking for a NYS  
licensed MD or DO to act as medical director for 
our public access defibrillator program.  If inter-
ested or if you know of a doctor that could help 
call Ed Pearce 917-971-4635 

READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  
 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 
God promises Abram a great blessing. 

 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 33:4-5,18-20,22 
God’s mercy is upon those who trust in God. 

 
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 

Through God’s grace we are called to holiness. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 17:1-9 
Jesus is transfigured on the mountain in the presence of  

Peter, James, and John. 
 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

 
For the second Sunday of Lent, we move from Jesus’ retreat to the desert 
to his Transfiguration. Each year on the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel 
tells the story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. On the second Sunday 

of Lent each year, we hear the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration. 
 

The story of Jesus’ Transfiguration is told in the three Synoptic Gospels:  
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In each Gospel, the Transfiguration follows 
Jesus’ first prediction of his death and his teaching about the costs of  

discipleship. Jesus’ Transfiguration is a promise of Jesus’ glory,  
his Resurrection. 

 
On a mountain in today’s reading, a voice affirms that Jesus is God’s Son 

in words reminiscent of the voice at Jesus’ baptism. In addition, the  
appearance of Moses and Elijah on the mountain connects this story with 
God’s relationship to the people of Israel. Moses and Elijah represent the 
Law and the Prophets, respectively. Together with Jesus, they represent 

God’s complete Word. 
 

The Transfiguration occurs in the presence of just three of Jesus’  

disciples: Peter, James, and John.  

In Matthew’s Gospel, those disciples are among the first whom Jesus 
calls. The three men are identified as an “inner circle” among Jesus’ 
disciples when Jesus asks them to accompany him to the Garden of 

Gethsemane just before his arrest. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031217.cfm


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Schedule for the Lectors  and 
Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion  

 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY MARCH 12/13 
 
 

Saturday 5pm Vigil  
Kayla Hobdy + Samantha Hobdy  + Omar Gonzales 

 

SUNDAY 
8:30AM  

Robert Shoule + Vincent Shoule +Brooke Hodnett 
10:30AM 

Katarina Binec + Edward Binec + Katie Caruso 
12:30PM 

Landon Madrazo + Sophia Madrazo + Jose Saavedra 

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society  
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 

peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110.  

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 

group.  All welcome ! 

 
Schedule for the Lectors  and 

Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion  

 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY MARCH 12/13 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: John Sullivan 

8:30am: Annabelle Villegas 

10:30am: Linda Limberg 

12:30pm: Agnes Walsh 

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm: M. Schreiber + R. Barrientos + M. MacPherson 

8:30am: Donna Sosna + Stephen Sica + Jillian Minarik 

10:30am: Bobby Shoule + Anne Caruso + Johanna Zafferese 

12:30pm: Frances Kersch + Bernie Liu + Nora Dubouzet 

Laugh with Floater and Smitty 

 

Floater: One of my old girlfriends was a flight attendant from 

Helsinki.  I dropped her off at the airport one day, and she just 

vanished into Finnair. 

Smitty: If Watson isn’t the most famous fictional Doctor,  

Who is.? 

Floater: I really hate autocorrect. It makes me say things I  

didn't Nintendo.  

Smitty: I never knew I'd be the kind of person who'd wake up 

early in the morning and exercise.  And, I was so right. 

Floater: Just Had a Warning from Facebook about Writing 

Ibuprofen on peoples posts. They said I was making  

Anti-Inflammatory Comments.  
Smitty: Went to my mate Fred’s Funeral today. He died after 

being hit on the head by a Tennis Ball. It was very tragic but it 

was a lovely service.  
Floater: My wife asked me what is the difference between 

government bonds and men? She said: Bonds mature 

Smitty: I used to have a smoking jacket but it caught fire now I 

have a blazer.  
Floater: My golf score is the same as my weight 

Special Needs  Parents Meeting 

We invite parents/guardians with children/adults with all  

special needs or IEP's to join us to share and exchange ideas in 

an informal setting at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Bayside.  

We will be meeting at 10:00 AM Tuesday, March 14. 

For further information please contact Georgette Lyons at  

718-631-1307 or email at shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com 

American Martyrs Leisure Club  

Welcomes New Members 
  

Come join us on any Thursday 11am - 3pm in the Sullivan 
Center for a few fun filled hours to socialize, play cards, 

and celebrate holidays, birthdays and occasional  
excursions.  Sullivan Center is heated, Air conditioned AND  

Handicap  Accessible.   

mailto:shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com


 

 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

  

Rosary Society 

Come join us tomorrow Monday, March 6 at 1pm 

in the Sullivan Center for coffee and Irish Soda 

Bread as we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 

   

 

SAVE the DATES! 

Afternoon Tea - Sunday, April 16 at 2pm 

Day of Recollection - Monday, May 8 at 11am 

  
Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs 
Knights of Columbus Council #14666 

 
The men from the Knights of Columbus are  
running  “Share the Change” Baby Bottle  

Campaign.  
 

It is an opportunity for you and your whole  
family to provide critical support for the Sisters 

of Life.  
A little spare change, bills, and checks can go a 
long way in making a difference in the lives of 

the women they serve.  
 

When you fill and donate a baby bottle with 
your change, YOU are a part of the change.  

 
Return your bottle during Holy Week to  

American Martyrs Church. 


