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American Martyrs Mission Statement 

We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  

Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of the Lord to 

help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and an  

example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the  

Holy Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

                                                        The Collection for March  5, 2023  

 

Online $1,450.50                In-Pew $5,346.00                               Total $6,796.50 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Ms. Patricia Adams 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Theresa Asche 

Director of Religious Education 

Mr. Jose Espindola 

Parish Grounds 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs  

Columbiettes 

 

79-43 Bell Blvd. Oakland Gardens,  

NY 11364 

Rectory: 718 + 464 + 4582 

Religious Education: 718 + 464 + 6411  

 

Rev. Peter J. Rayder 

Very Rev. Francis K. Asagba 
(In Residence)

 

Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 

WEEKDAYS 8:30am  Monday - Friday 

Saturday 8:30am Communion Service 

 

Holy Days 

7:30pm Vigil, 8:30am + 7:30pm 

Confessions Saturday 4pm - 4:45pm 

(Also by appointment) 

Website: www.amparish.org 



 

 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread +Wine  
in Loving Memory  

 Irene Flasher 

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them 

as they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

 
 
 

The Gifts of  
Altar Sanctuary    

in Thanksgiving for the 
American Martyrs 

Catholic War Veterans 
Post  1772 

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens, a time to heal 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Msgr. John Keppler, Jimmy O’Neil, Rosalinda Apostadero, Pasquale Scottie, Daniel Coppola, Jen Flynn Limberg, Tom Dana,  
James + Anne Kingston, Elsie + Frank Paukowits, Martin Thaila, Vijay Devassy, Anita Mascoli and Fr. Jim Cunningham  

(THE SICK WILL STAY ON LIST FOR 3 WEEKS AND THEN BE REMOVED UNLESS THERE IS A REQUEST FOR THE PERSON TO REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR ANOTHER 3 WEEKS) 

 

Mass Intentions 

 

March 12th - March 18th 

Sunday 8:30am 

Vishal Sanker (Requested by Senra Family) 

10:30am 

Jack Bills (Requested by Ann Marie) 

Robert Kavaliauskas (Requested by Ruth Zack) 

Florentino Apostadero (Requested by Family) 

12:30pm 

The Faithful of American Martyrs 

Monday 8:30am 

Suzanne Malench (Requested by Ed Pearce) 

Tuesday 8:30am 

Josephine + Joseph Sosna (Requested by Donna Sosna + Stephen Sica) 

Wednesday 8:30am 

 Gabriella McDermott (Requested by Tymon + Friel Families) 

Thursday 8:30am 

Blessed Mother (Requested by Migene Wippler) 

Friday 8:30am 

Kearney + Shanahan Families (Requested by Family) 

Saturday 8:30 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

Saturday 5pm 

Gladys Alonzo (Requested by Family) 

 

 

There is an appointed time for everything,  
and a time for every affair under the heavens,  

A time to live and a time to die... 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

IRENE FLASHER 



 

 

 

Ongoing Almsgiving Projects Here at American Martyrs SEE BULLETIN FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

Knights of Columbus: “Spare Change for Life” Fill a Baby Bottles for Life this Lent 
School of Religious Education: Soup Supper: “Make a Veteran Smile” 

Catholic War Veterans: “Pampers for Babies” 
Always ongoing here at American Martyrs… ...Fill the “Crib,” with aid to unwed mothers. 

 

Lenten Journey Thought 
 

Dear people of God, here at American Martyrs Lent is moving in ‘fast-forward’ speed.  The late Mayor of NY City, Ed Koch often 
asked the people of New York, whom he served a simple question; “How Am I Doing!”  That is my thought for you on this Third  
Sunday of Lent.  “How are you doing?”  How is your Lenten journey going?  How is your prayer life moving? Are you giving alms to 
the poor or to your parish?  How about you appetite? Are you fasting to make room for God in your heart, mind and soul? 
 
Thank you Deacon Stan Galazin for opening my mind and heart to this simple, yet powerful message on “Fasting + Feasting.   
Read the following and it, and pass it on to someone else. 

 
Fasting + Feasting 

Lent can be more than a time of fasting; it can be a season of feasting.   
We can use Lent to fast from certain things and to feast on others. 

 
Lent is a season in which we can; 
Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling in them. 
Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of life. 
Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light. 
Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on the healing power of God. 
Fast from words that pollute; feast on phrases that purify. 
Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 
Fast from anger; feast on patience. 
Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism. 
Fast from worry; feast on divine order. 
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. 
Fast from unrelenting pressure; feast on unceasing prayer. 
Fast from hostility; feast on nonresistance. 
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. 
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.  
Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth. 
Fast from facts that depress; feast on verities that uplife. 
Fast from discouragements; feast on hope. 
Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm. 
Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire. 
Fast from shadows of sorrow; feast on the sunlight of serenity. 
Fast from idle gossip; feast on powerful silence. 
Fast from problems that overwhelm; feast on prayer that under girds. 

Deacon Stan, all of this fasting is making me hungry! 

On the Lenten journey with you… ...Fr. Peter 

  

  



 

 

READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  
 

First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7  God tells Moses to bring forth water from the rock. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 95:1-2,6-9  Sing joyfully in the presence of the Lord. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-2,5-8  Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 4:5-42 Jesus reveals himself to the Samaritan woman at the well.  
 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

 
On this Sunday and the next two Sundays, we break from reading the Gospel of Matthew to read from John’s Gospel. The Gospel of John is the only Gospel not 
assigned to a particular liturgical year. Instead, readings from John’s Gospel are interspersed throughout our three-year liturgical cycle. 
 
In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria is among the most lengthy and most theological found in Scripture. The most startling 
aspect of the conversation is that it happens at all. Jesus, an observant Jew of that time, was expected to avoid conversation with women in public. The animosity 
between the Jews and the Samaritans should have prevented the conversation as well. The woman herself alludes to the break from tradition: “How can you, a 
Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” Yet Jesus not only converses with the woman, he also asks to share her drinking vessel, an action that makes him 
unclean according to Jewish law. 
 
The initial conversation between Jesus and the woman is better understood if we consider the importance of water, especially in the climate of Israel. At first, the 
woman understands Jesus’ promise of “living water” in a literal sense: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 
water.” With no running water, the daily trip to the well by the women of the community was of paramount importance. The women of the town would have traveled 
to the well in the early morning, but this woman came to the well at noon, the hottest time of the day. The timing of her visit is a clear sign that she is an outcast 
within the Samaritan community. We learn in her conversation with Jesus that she is an outcast because of her “many husbands.” 
 
Behind the conversation lies the animosity and rivalry between the Jews and the Samaritans. Samaritans shared Jewish ancestry, but Samaritans had  intermarried 
with foreigners when they lived under the rule of the Assyrians. Samaritan religion included worship of Yahweh, but was also influenced by the worship of other 
gods. When the Jews refused Samaritan help in the building of the Temple at Jerusalem, the Samaritans eventually built a temple for themselves at Mt. Gerizim 
(the same mountain mentioned by the woman at the well). Like the Jews, the Samaritans believed that a Messiah would come. 
 
The high point of the conversation is when Jesus reveals himself to her as the Messiah. His answer to the Samaritan woman’s questions about worship is meant to 
predict a time when worshiping in truth and spirit will become the way to worship. After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a disciple. Even though 
she is an outcast and not a Jew, she returns to her town to lead others to Jesus and to wonder whether she has found the Messiah. The Samaritan townspeople 
return with her to meet Jesus for themselves, and many are said to come to believe in him. 
 
The significance of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman has many levels. The first is personal: The woman is herself converted to belief in 
Jesus as Messiah because he knows her sin but speaks with her just the same. The second is social: Having come to know Jesus as the Messiah, the Samaritan 
woman becomes an evangelist to her own people. 
 
The third level of the story is educational: Jesus uses his encounter with the Samaritan woman to teach his disciples that God’s mercy is without limit. The disciples 
return from their shopping quite confused to find Jesus talking with a Samaritan, and a woman at that! But the conversion of the Samaritan townspeople is a  
foretaste of the kind of open community that will be created among those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Lenten Regulations 
 

We once again enter into the grace-filled season of Lent. Throughout our Lenten journey, in preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s  
resurrection, we are invited to enter into a more intense period of prayer, penance, and almsgiving. In order to assist the faithful of the Diocese of Brooklyn to take 
full advantage of the Lenten season, our Bishop, Most Reverend Robert J. Brennan, would like to remind us of the following:  
 

† ABSTINENCE: All the faithful who have reached 14 years of age are required to abstain totally from meat on the Fridays of Lent.  
 

† FASTING: All the faithful between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive are bound to fast on Good Friday. This practice involves limiting oneself to a single 
full meal and avoiding food between meals. Light sustenance may also be taken on two other occasions during the day.  
 

† The special Paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday.  
 

† EASTER DUTY: After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy Communion at 
least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled at another time of the year. By special indult, in the 
United States, the time period for fulfilling this precept has been extended to include the period beginning the First Sunday of Lent (February 26, 2023) to  

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (June 4, 2023) 

The Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs Knights of Columbus collected 
201 lbs of food and $317.70 in cash donations as they conducted their 

monthly food collection last Saturday at the Key Food located on 73rd Ave.  
Thank you all who donated and volunteered.  

The Knights froze their tails off for a good cause!  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 Defibrillator  MD or Do Needed  
American Martyrs is looking for a NYS  
licensed MD or DO to act as medical director for 
our public access defibrillator program. If  
interested or if you know of a doctor that could 
help call Ed Pearce 917-971-4635 

Laugh with Floater and Smitty 
 
Floater: I highly recommend not arguing with anyone at a  
buffet.  They already have enough on their plate. 
Smitty: My wife got upset.  She thinks I don’t like her cooking 
so to prove her wrong I had another slice of gravy  
Floater: I’m thinking of starting up a new business recycling 
discarded chewing gum.  I just need some help getting it off the 
ground. 
Smitty: I’ve come to the conclusion that I have a memory like 
an ‘Etch-Y-Sketch.  I shake my head and forget everything. 
Floater: I was raised by a pack of hyenas.  Life was tough, 
food was scarce.  But boy, did we laugh! 
Smitty: 97% of people are stupid!!  Thank goodness I’m in the 
other 9%! 
Floater: Mr & Mrs Case are proud to announce the birth of 
their baby boy Justin. 
Smitty: I'm convinced my wife is sabotaging my weapons  
collection with glue. She denies it. But I'm sticking to my guns. 
Floater: I said to the ‘Doctor, I keep loosing my memory’‘ 
How long has this been going on he asked?’ ‘How long has 
what’s been going on I responded?’ 
Smitty: I had to fire my fruit delivery driver today. I hate to let 
the mango, but he was driving me bananas.  

  

 Schedule for the Lectors  and 
Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion  

 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY MARCH 18/19 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: Margaret MacPherson 
8:30am: Orlando Hermandez 

10:30am: Nestor Diaz 
12:30pm: Maureen Henry 

  
  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm: Lillian Santos + Nora Dubouzet + Barbara Froehlich 
8:30am: Agnes Walsh + Michael Shoule + Berta Hermandez 
10:30am: Jovie Chorzepa+ Steven Caruso + Olivia Miranda 
12:30pm: Terry Marchia + Stephen Barry + Frances Kersch 

  

Acolyte/Altar  
Servers Schedule  

 
Saturday/Sunday March 18/19 

 
Saturday 5pm Vigil  

Natale Barnett Nicole Barnett Omar Gonzales  
 

SUNDAY 
 

8:30AM  
Robert Shoule + Vincent Shoule + Hilarion Santos Damiao  

10:30AM 
Lilly Caruso + Jose Saavedra + Edward Binec  

12:30PM 

Ruby Panepinto + Dylan Panepinto + Sophia Madrazo 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Martyrs Catholic War Veterans  Post 1772 
 

Thank You for your generosity in our 
“Drive for the Troops” 

 
We collected over Fifty Boxes of various items that we are 

sending to Fr. Mark Bristol, USN and to the troops  
stationed in Kuwait.   

Thanks Again! 



 

 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

 Rosary Society   

SAVE the DATES! 

Afternoon Tea - Sunday, April 16 at 2pm 

Day of Recollection - Monday, May 8 at 11am 

Joyful heart 
 

Saint Philip’s best-known trait, though, was his joy. Philip Neri was, above all things, a joyful person. He 
used to say, “A joyful heart is more easily made perfect than a downcast one.” When one allows his soul 
to remain downcast or discouraged, then the virtues of faith and hope diminish. Practicing these virtues, 
however, gives a joy deeper than our emotions that sustains us in both good and bad times. 
 
To one familiar with the Diary of St. Faustina, St. Philip’s words recall Jesus’ warning that “the greatest 
obstacles to holiness are discouragement and an exaggerated anxiety” (Diary, 1488). Thus, it is essential 
in times of temptation to make acts of faith, hope, and trust, such as St. Philip’s short prayer: “Preferisco  
paradiso — I prefer heaven!” This practice of joy characterized Philip’s whole ministry. 
 
Saint Philip Neri’s works of mercy were mostly directed to citizens of Rome, especially the poor.  
However, he also persuaded Pope Clement VIII to revoke the anathema against Henry IV of France after 
that king renounced Calvinism. Although most cardinals supported retaining the anathema, Philip  
believed that withholding forgiveness would lead the French king to fall away from the Church. He  
therefore instructed the Pope’s confessor, Fr. Baronius, a fellow Oratorian, to withhold absolution until the 
Pope should lift the anathema. 
 
Plea for mercy; This bold move echoed the words of Jesus following the Our Father: “If you do not  
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mt 6:14-15). Pope  
Clement recognized the justice of this plea for mercy, and received Henry IV back into full communion 
with the Church. When the French king learned the reason for the Pope’s decision years later, he was 
grateful for Philip Neri’s tactful but pointed intercession.  Saint Philip Neri, pray for us! 

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs 
Knights of Columbus Council #14666 

 
The Knights of Columbus are running   

“Share the Change” Baby Bottle Campaign.  
It is an opportunity for you and your family to  

provide critical support for the Sisters of Life.  
 

A little spare change, bills, and checks can go a 
long way in making a difference in the lives of the 

women they serve.  

 
When you fill and donate a baby bottle with your 

change, YOU are a part of the change.  
 

Return your bottle during Holy Week to  

American Martyrs Church. 


