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American Martyrs Mission Statement 

We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  

Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of the Lord to 

help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and an  

example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the  

Holy Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And we must always 
communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to our  children. And sometimes 
this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a position to intervene. Parents must also 
listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior of older children and adults who interact with them. 
When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  
children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe 
Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 
Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  
Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the 
scheduled date.  Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an 
appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing 

before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  
We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing 

of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at 
(718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  
Holy Matrimony  

Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

The Collection for March  19, 2023  
 

Online $1,132.50                           In-Pew $5,887,00                               Total $7,009.50 
 
Catholic Relief Collection: $946.00  

PARISH STAFF 

 

Ms. Patricia Adams 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Theresa Asche 

Director of Religious Education 

Mr. Jose Espindola 

Parish Grounds 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs  

Columbiettes 

 

79-43 Bell Blvd. Oakland Gardens,  

NY 11364 

Rectory: 718 + 464 + 4582 

Religious Education: 718 + 464 + 6411  

 

Rev. Peter J. Rayder 

Very Rev. Francis K. Asagba 
(In Residence)

 

Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 

WEEKDAYS 8:30am  Monday - Friday 

Saturday 8:30am Communion Service 

 

Holy Days 

7:30pm Vigil, 8:30am + 7:30pm 

Confessions Saturday 4pm - 4:45pm 

(Also by appointment) 

Website: www.amparish.org 



 

 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread +Wine  
in Loving Memory  of 

Patrick Delaney 
  

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them 

as they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

 
 
 

The Gifts of  
Altar Sanctuary    

in Loving Memory of 
Patrick Delaney 

  

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens, a time to heal 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Msgr. John Keppler, Jimmy O’Neil, Rosalinda Apostadero, Pasquale Scottie, Elizabeth Coppola, Jen Flynn Limberg, Tom Dana,  
James + Anne Kingston, Elsie + Frank Paukowits, Martin Thaila, Vijay Devassy, Anita Mascoli Michelle Valencia, Sue McDermott, 
John O’Brien, Denis Keane, Paulette Wilson, Msgr. Martin T. Geraghty and Fr. Jim Cunningham  

(THE SICK WILL STAY ON LIST FOR 3 WEEKS AND THEN BE REMOVED UNLESS THERE IS A REQUEST FOR THE PERSON TO REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR ANOTHER 3 WEEKS) 

 

Sunday 8:30am 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

10:30am 

Grace Ann Thomas (Requested by Family) 

Suzanne Malench (Requested by Emily Howell) 

Joseph + Angela Timpa and Ana Espinoza + Jose Nicholas Sowrzano 

12:30pm 

Robert Kavaliauskas Living (Requested by Ruth Zack) 

Monday 8:30am 

James Garcia (Requested by a friend) 

Tuesday 8:30am 

Laurent Richard Living (Requested by Jessie Richard) 

Wednesday 8:30am 

 Suzanne Malench (Requested by Nancy + Ray) 

Thursday 8:30am 

Dianna Ferrante (Requested by Monica) 

Friday 8:30am 

Linda Pedi (Requested by George + Lawrence) 

Saturday 8:30 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

Saturday 5pm 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

 

 

There is an appointed time for everything,  
and a time for every affair under the heavens,  

A time to live and a time to die... 

DANIEL COPPOLA 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS   

March 26th  - April 1st  Mass Intentions 



 

 

Ongoing Almsgiving Projects Here at American Martyrs SEE BULLETIN FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

Knights of Columbus: “Spare Change for Life” Fill a Baby Bottles for Life this Lent 
Always ongoing here at American Martyrs… ...Fill the “Crib,” with aid to unwed mothers. 

 

Lenten Journey Thought 
 

Dear people of God, many years ago, a bear escaped from the circus. The bear grew increasingly depressed, and the trainer tried to cheer him up 
with toys, treats, extra attention and affection. Nothing worked. The bear became more and more listless, hardly able to even raise his head for 
fresh fish. Then one day, the bear escaped! The circus was thrown into panic: A bear on the loose meant that local villages would be terrified, the 
police would come and this much-loved animal could get hurt or dead. 
 
The bear would have made a clean getaway, never to be seen again – except that the bear stuck to the roads. The animal’s trainers had no  
problem finding him: the bear tried to make his escape on the bicycle he had been taught to ride. (From “Letting Go of Stuff” by Edward 
Readicker-Henderson, “Spirituality & Health”) 

 
If only the bear had acted like a bear and run into the woods, he would have made it to freedom. But the poor animal could not let go of what he 
had been taught; he was too afraid to trust his instincts and instead clung to his bicycle. 
 
Those same fears of letting go, those narrow attitudes and perceptions we cling to, are the “demons” we all possess — or possess us: “demons” 
that disable us from extending compassion and kindness to others, “demons” that scare us from doing the right thing, “demons” that limit our vision 
and understanding of our wants and needs. 
 
Our Lenten journey is nearing the end. Holy Week begins in one week. What areas in our lives keep us from being the person we truly want to be 
as a follower of Christ? What owns me in life? Fear? Greed? Lust? An unforgiving heart? What “stuff” do I need to let go of to be free? What do I 
cling to? 
 
These questions do not lend themselves to easy answers, but the “ask” may be half the battle. At the same time, we are also challenged to love 
this world back into life by caring and not giving up on others. 
 

Keep reading. … 
 

Jimmy Liautaud was a nightmare of a high school student. The faculty at his prep school had had enough of young Mr. Liautaud and voted to  
expel him. But he had an unlikely champion: the dean of discipline, who recognized the rebellion as insecurity and saw a financially struggling 
student who tried to fit in at a prestigious school among wealthier, more polished classmates. Having spent many hours with Jimmy in detention, 
the dean realized that this was a good kid, struggling to find out who he was. Coming from a working-class family, he put his job on the line and 
told the angry teachers: “If he goes, I go.” 
 
The dean realized the talent and goodness in Jimmy, who finished school (college wasn’t an option), went to work, and soon opened his own food 
business. His sandwich shop pioneered the model of delivering good, inexpensive food to college dorms and, over the next 20 years, grew into a 
chain of more than 800 restaurants, now famously known as Jimmy John’s. 
 
While every educator has a story about the turnaround of a troubled student, there’s a twist in Jimmy Liautaud’s story. Elgin Academy, here in 
Illinois, built a new upper school, made possible through a $1 million gift from Liautaud. But the gift was conditional that it be named James Lyons, 
the dean of discipline who saw the possibilities in Jimmy years earlier. The school accepted the gift but insisted they include Jimmy’s name and 
they celebrated the dedication of the Liautaud-Lyons Upper School. (From “Troublesome Student Makes Good, and Honors Disciplinarian” 
by Dirk Johnson, N.Y. Times, 12/31/2008) 
 
Our Lenten journey is an opportunity to realize our potential for goodness, giftedness and compassion. At the same time, we need to see the face 
of Christ in others and affirm their giftedness. Can we recognize someone “crying” for help? Lent provides a lens to look deep within our souls and 

reach out with loving, compassionate hearts to those around us – especially the poor and homeless 

On the Lenten journey with you… ...Fr. Peter 

  

  



 

 

READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 God will open the graves and restore the people of Israel. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 130:1-8 With the Lord is forgiveness and mercy. 

Second Reading Romans 8:8-11 The Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Gospel Reading John 11:1-45  Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading 

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel according to John. The reading from John continues the break 
from Cycle A’s focus on the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or miracle, found in John’s Gospel, the raising of 
Lazarus. As our catechumens move closer to the celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon what it 
means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 
 
The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part 
in the feast of the Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the 
Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some try to stone 
him for blasphemy. 
 
Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary,  
Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ obedience to God, who is to be 
glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas declares 
that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus. 
 
The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. 
Yet she remains confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last 
days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be 
brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word 
of the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus’ death. 
 
Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own  
Resurrection. Jesus, facing the conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power 
over death so that when Jesus dies, those who believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled 
away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. 
 
With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In 
Baptism we die to sin’s power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, who conquered death once and for all so 
that we who believe in him may have eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection 

and the life. 

Lenten Regulations 
 

We once again enter into the grace-filled season of Lent. Throughout our Lenten journey, in preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s  
resurrection, we are invited to enter into a more intense period of prayer, penance, and almsgiving. In order to assist the faithful of the Diocese of Brooklyn to take 
full advantage of the Lenten season, our Bishop, Most Reverend Robert J. Brennan, would like to remind us of the following:  
 

† ABSTINENCE: All the faithful who have reached 14 years of age are required to abstain totally from meat on the Fridays of Lent.  
 

† FASTING: All the faithful between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive are bound to fast on Good Friday. This practice involves limiting oneself to a single 
full meal and avoiding food between meals. Light sustenance may also be taken on two other occasions during the day.  
 

† The special Paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday.  
 

† EASTER DUTY: After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy Communion at 
least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled at another time of the year. By special indult, in the 
United States, the time period for fulfilling this precept has been extended to include the period beginning the First Sunday of Lent (February 26, 2023) to  

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (June 4, 2023) 

What is the best fish to eat during Lent?  Holy mackerel! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 Defibrillator  MD or Do Needed  
American Martyrs is looking for a NYS  
licensed MD or DO to act as medical director for 
our public access defibrillator program. If  
interested or if you know of a doctor that could 
help call Ed Pearce 917-971-4635 

  

 Schedule for the Lectors  and 
Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion  

 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY APRIL1/2  

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: A.M. Wright + John “Johnny/Sully” Sullivan 
8:30am: Michael Schoule + Annabelle Villegas 

10:30am: Linda Limberg + Valerie Day  
12:30pm: Stephen Barry + Charles Vietri 

  
  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm: Lillian Santos + Mary Ann Schreiber + Margaret MacPherson 
8:30am: AgnesJillian Minark + Stepher Sica + Donna Sosna 
10:30am: Barbara Froehich + Diana Iorio + Theresa Asche 

12:30pm: Getulio Cury + Bemie Liu + Frances Kersch 

  

Acolyte/Altar  
Servers Schedule  

 
Saturday/Sunday April 1/2 

 
Saturday 5pm Vigil  

Kayla Hobdy + Samantha Hobdy + Natale Barnett 
 

SUNDAY 
 

8:30AM  
Vincent Shoule + Ruby Panepinto + Dylan Panepinto 

10:30AM 
Katie Caruso + Lilly Caruso + Hilarion Santos 

12:30PM 
Katarina Binec + Edward Binec + Brooke Hodnett 

Saturday, April 22nd  
Deacon Stan Galazin 

25th Anniversary of his Diaconate Ordination 
More information in next weeks bulletin 



 

 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs 
Knights of Columbus Council #14666 

 
The Knights of Columbus are running   

“Share the Change” Baby Bottle Campaign.  
 

It is an opportunity for you and your family to  
provide critical support for the Sisters of Life.  

 
A little spare change, bills, and checks can go a 

long way in making a difference in the lives of the 

women they serve.  
 

When you fill and donate a baby bottle with your 
change, YOU are a part of the change.  

 

Return your bottle during Holy Week to  
American Martyrs Church. 

Laugh with Floater and Smitty 
 
Floater: When older people say, “Enjoy them while they are 
young.” They are talking about your knees and hips, not your 
kids 
Smitty: I always wanted to be a Gregorian Monk, but I never 
got the chants. 
Floater: They say the grass is always greener on the other side. 
I just turned mine over and it was just brown with worms. 
Smitty: Owning dogs is perfect for people who never want to 
eat a whole sandwich by themselves ever again. 
Floater: I was injured when the chandelier fell on me.  I went 
to the hospital with light injuries.  
Smitty: A new airplane has been developed that cannot crash.  
Made from rubber polymers, it just bounces.  Plane was  
invented by Boeing, Boeing, Boeing. 
Floater: Pessimists see the glass half empty.  Optimists are 
already opening another bottle. 
Smitty: If you haven't grown up by age 50 you don’t have to. 
Floater: You know you’re getting old when “Friends with 
benefits” means having someone who can drive at night. 
Smitty: Despite the high cost of living… ...it remains popular. 
Floater: If I apply for a job with the MTA Subway System will 
they expect me to already know how to do the job or will they 
train me? 

American Martyrs Leisure Club  

Come join us on any Thursday 11am - 3pm in the Sullivan 
Center for a few fun filled hours to socialize, play cards, 

and celebrate holidays, birthdays and occasional  
excursions.  Sullivan Center is heated, Air conditioned AND  

Handicap  Accessible.    

 
Purgatorial Society Enrollment for April 

 
Patrick G. Delaney 
(Requested by Charlie Meier) 


