
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
MONDAY DECEMBER 8, 2025  

8:30AM AND 7:30PM 
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American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist. Our warm, welcoming community  

creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. 
Inspired by the faith and an example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,  

we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 3pm—3:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms 
Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an  
appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before 

you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  
We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the 
Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. 

Visits will be happily arranged for you. 
  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Pastors Advisory Board/Parish Council 
“Christ is God’s answer to  

our human hunger, because his body  
is the bread of eternal life:  

Take this and eat of it, all of you!”  

(Homily on the solemnity of Corpus Christi).  Pope Leo XIV 
 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/homilies/2025/documents/20250622-omelia-corpus-domini.html


 

 

The Gifts of  Bread + Wine 

 
In loving memory of 
Anthony Zafferese  
Requested by his family   

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN,  
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
Raymond Esquilin, CW4  

Lisa Johnston,  
WO 1 Crystal Robles  

2nd Lt. Daniel Wolf, USAF   
SFC Sheldon Warren 

Rubayet Molla   

 
 
 
 
 

The Gifts of Altar Sanctuary Candles  
Healing of Aileen Galazin   

Requested by Fr. Peter 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

 

Msgr. John Keppler, Elizabeth Coppola, Denis Keane, Anne Kingston, Martin Thaila, Vijay Devassy, Anita Mascoli,  

John Buglione,  John Sheridan Jr., Vincent Sheridan, Gloria Saavedra, Jack Goydas,  Michael G. McLoone, Gloria Valdez,  

Stephen Feit, Patrick Kearney, Roberto + Raquel Barrientos, Kalyan Sham, Gracinda Silva,  Anna Bischoff,  Vita Mazzola,  

Vincent Martin, James Pagano, Jesus Fernandez, Natalia Bianco, Jack Bradley, Dr. Mirian Lumbreras  Rick San Severino,  

James Jagiello, Susan Miller, Mike Tremonte, Kathy McInerney, Mary Thompson, Carol Fetchick and Aileen Galazin 

(THE SICK WILL STAY ON LIST FOR 3 WEEKS AND THEN BE REMOVED UNLESS THERE IS A REQUEST FOR THE PERSON TO REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR ANOTHER 3 WEEKS) 

 

There is an appointed time for everything, and  
a time for every affair under the heavens,  

A time to live and a time to die… 
 
  

Mass Intentions Week of December 7, 2025  

9am 

American Martyrs Purgatorial Society (Requested by ) 

11:30am 

Anthony Zafferese (Requested by his family)  

Gactano Antino Miccio (Requested by the Primine Family) 

Carmela + Gregory Ruggiero (Requested by the Family) 

Monday Feast Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:30am Henry Bandin (Requested by his family) 

7:30pm Ernestra + Antonio Mongelli (Requested by the Family) 

Tuesday 8:30am  

Agnes Walsh (Requested by 8:30am Mass Friends) 

Wednesday 8:30am  

Toni Fleming (Requested by Cecilia + Fausto) 

Thursday 8:30am  

Pedro Nel Jaramillo (Requested by his family) 

Friday 8:30am  

Healing of Guillermo Ballesteros (Requested by Anthony) 

Saturday 8:30am  

Charles McNamara (Requested by Delia Santiago) 

Saturday 4:pm  

Robert Galazin (Requested by Diana Iorio) 



 

 

Collection for Sunday November 30, 2025 
 

Online $1,078.00  In-Pew $3,971.00  Total $5,049.00 
Poor Box: $197.00 Votive Candles: $189.00 

Christmas Flowers: $240.00 Thanksgiving Day Collection: $1,263.00 Elevator Maintenance Collection: $1,308.00 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
As our journey through Advent continues, we prepare with joyful expectation to celebrate the Nativity of Christ. This sacred season is a powerful 
invitation to open our hearts and welcome the Son of God, who desires not only to come among us, but to make His dwelling within us.  
 
Advent is a graced time for us to make firm resolutions—to deepen our spiritual lives, to renew our prayer, and to grow ever closer to Christ. The 
Church sets these weeks before us as a gentle but urgent reminder of both the coming of the Lord at the end of time and His continual desire to 
enter our hearts more fully each day. This awareness should inspire us to give God a little more of ourselves: more time in prayer, more silence, 
more trust, more charity, and more room for Him in our busy lives. 
 
In a world increasingly consumed with the commercial noise of the season, we as Catholics are called to lift our eyes to the eternal. While the world 
rushes ahead, Advent teaches us to slow down, to watch, and to prepare. It is a season of hope—a hope rooted not in passing things, but in the 
One who alone can bring lasting peace to our lives and to our world. May this holy season be for each of us a time of renewal, conversion, and 
deepened love for the Christ who comes to save us. 
 
Advent Parish Mission at Holy Family for Holy Family and American Martyrs Parishes December 15th, 16th, and 17th, 2025 
 
Holy Family And American Martyrs parishes invite all parishioners to our Advent Parish Mission, led by Fr. Ralph Edel, Parochial Vicar, on  
December 15th, 16th, and 17th, 2025. This year’s mission—“Advent Spirituality for Modern Life”—focuses on how to live the themes of Advent in 
the midst of a busy and distracted world. 
 
Monday, December 15 – “Watchfulness: Finding God in the Ordinary Moments of Your Day”  Advent calls us to be awake and attentive. This 
evening offers practical guidance for recognizing God’s presence in daily routines, work, relationships, and the unexpected. 
 
Tuesday, December 16 – “Repentance: Small Daily Changes That Lead to Big Spiritual Growth” Conversion doesn’t have to be dramatic. 
Learn simple, doable spiritual practices that help clear the way for Christ and deepen your relationship with Him. 
 
Wednesday, December 17 – “Expectation: How to Renew Your Desire for God Again” Advent invites us to long for Christ. This final night 
explores how to rekindle spiritual desire, rediscover joy in prayer, and welcome Christ with renewed hope. 

Each evening will include prayer, preaching, and opportunities for reflection. All are welcome—come prepare your heart for the Lord’s com-
ing in a meaningful and practical way this Advent! 

 

Fr. Sean 



 

 

Dear People of God,  
 
This weekend, we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. What does this mean in relation to our journey of faith as individuals and members of  
a Faith Community? The entire thrust of Jesus’ story is one of Servant— Jesus who came to serve and invites us to do the same for all our sisters 
and brothers.  
 
Serving the Lord Jesus happens in many ways that we never expected.  
 

The Servant’s Reward 
One day, when you are in heaven,  

someone will come up to you and thank you for  
the way you touched their life with hope  and encouragement.  

The person’s words will take you by surprise. 
 Soon, another person will seek you out, and then another,  

and another. As you listen to each one’s story,  
you will begin to discover all the ways that God  

used your life when you were completely unaware of it.  
You will find that it was not only through the big things you did, 

 but also, through the small things – through a spoken word that was not planned,  
a spontaneous act of kindness, a loving attitude, or a simple prayer of concern.  

To your joy, you will discover that in all these ways and more,  
God used you to deposit an eternal measure of His love into many needy hearts. — Roy Lessin 

 
We tend to dismiss kind acts, and sometimes, we forget that our acts of kindness may have a profound effect on someone who needs a kind word 
or a smile. Jesus touched many lives on many different levels. And remember… 
  

Jesus had no servants, yet they called Him Master.  
Had no degree, yet they called Him Teacher.  
Had no medicines, yet they called Him Healer.  
Had no army, yet kings feared Him.  
He won no military battles, yet He conquered the world.  
He committed no crime, yet they crucified Him.  
He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today.  
Feel honored to serve such a Leader who loves us.  
 

Yet, life can hurt us, and many times,  we feel like throwing in the towel and  not serving or showing the face of Christ to another.  
 
May the following story focus our living out Gospel lives rooted in Jesus the Servant.  
 

Sand & Stone 
 

This is a story about two friends walking through the desert. At some point in the journey, they argued, and one friend slapped the other in the 
face. The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, he wrote in the SAND: ‘Today my best friend slapped me in the face.’ 
 
They kept walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck in the mire and started 
drowning, but his friend saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning, he wrote on a STONE: ‘Today my best friend saved my life.’ 
 
The friend, who had slapped and saved his best friend, asked him, “After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand, and now, you write on a stone. Why?” 
The other friend replied, “When someone hurts us, we should write it down in sand, where the winds of forgiveness can erase it, but when  
someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind can ever erase it.” 
 
May we learn to write our hurts in the sand and to carve our blessings in stone. 

On the Advent journey with you, Fr. Peter 



 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 7, 2025 

 
First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 

A descendent of Jesse will usher in a time of peace. 

Responsorial Psalm” Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 

The Messiah will bring justice and peace to the nations. 

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9 

Both Jews and Gentiles glorify God for the salvation found in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 

John the Baptist appears in Judea preaching a message of repentance. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

In this week's Gospel Reading and next week's, our Advent preparation for Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and his relationship  

to Jesus. In this week's Gospel, Matthew describes the work and preaching of John the Baptist. 

John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets of Israel, preaching repentance and reform to the people of Israel. In fact, the  
description of John found in this reading is reminiscent of the description of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). In this reading, John directs a  

particularly pointed call to repentance to the Pharisees and Sadducees, parties within the Jewish community of the first century. 

John marks the conversion of those who seek him out with a baptism of repentance. Other groups in this period are thought to have practiced  
ritual washings for similar purposes, and John's baptism may have been related to the practices of the Essenes, a Jewish sect of the first century. 
John's baptism can be understood as an anticipation of Christian baptism. In this passage, John himself alludes to the difference between his  

baptism and the one yet to come: “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance . . . He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matt.3:11). 

In this reading, John makes very clear that his relationship to the Messiah yet to come (Jesus) is one of service and subservience: “. . . the one 
who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals” (Matthew 3:11). In the context of Matthew's Gospel, today's  
passage is followed by Jesus' baptism by John, an event that is attested to in all four of the Gospels and appears to have been the start of Jesus' 

public ministry. 

John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the Advent season. As John's message prepared the way for Jesus in the first  
century, we, too, are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' coming. We respond to John's message by our repentance and reform of our lives.  
We are also called to be prophets of Christ, who announce by our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord. 

 

THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT  
 

 
During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two purple candles.  
 
The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete (Rejoice)  Sunday. On this day we celebrate we that 
our waiting for the birth of Jesus on Christmas day is almost over. Rose is a liturgical color that is used 
to signify joy, so we light the single pink candle on the third Sunday of Advent.  
 
Then on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark the final week of prayer and  
penance as we wait expectantly for the soon-coming birth of the King of Kings. Traditionally, each of 
the four Advent candles have a deeper meaning which you can read more about in many Advent 
prayer books that are available.  
 
The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us that Jesus is 
coming.  
 
The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.  
 
The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of the Joy the world experienced at the coming   
birth of Jesus.  
 
The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will 
Toward Men.”  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

According To My Chocolate Advent Candy  

Calendar We Only Have 2 Days Until Christmas 

… ...Dr. Bill Buzzone 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Tired of doing the same “Old-Thing?” 

 

Join the Leisure Club and We Can Do the Same “Old-Thing” Together! 

 

We Meet on Thursdays from 11am - 3pm in the Sullivan Center 
(Sullivan Center is Heated, Air Conditioned & Handicap  Accessible)  



 

 



 

 

American Martyrs  Catholic War Veterans  
Post 1772  ON GOING RECRUITMENT 

 
If you served in the United States Military  PLEASE  Consider joining our Post. 

FOR MORE INFO CALL RAY 917-515-9102 

May God who has offered healing and strength through the hands of the His only 
Son, Our Lord, and through Christ’s many servants grant me the favor of His  
healing hand through the intercession of His servant, Father Vincent Capodanno, 
priest, missionary, and chaplain, who always sought to heal and comfort the 
wounded and dying on the field of battle.  

 Father Vincent Capodanno 

 Schedule for the Lectors  and 

Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion  
SATURDAY/SUNDAY DECEMBER 13/14 

 
Lectors 

4pm Vigil: Nestor Diaz 
9am: Huguette Volmar 
11:30am: Diana Iorio 

 
  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

4pm: Iris Diaz + Barbara Froehlich 
Emily Ledesma + Terry Marchia 

 
9am: Mary Ann and Gregg Schreiber 

Theresa Asche + Bobby Shoule + Katie Caruso 
 

11:30am: Bernie Liu + Valerie Day 
Johanna Zafferese + Stephen Barry 

  

Acolyte/Altar Servicers Schedule  
SATURDAY/SUNDAY DECEMBER 13/14 

 
Saturday 4pm  

Brooke + Madison + Julianna 
 
 

Sunday 9am 
William + Edward + Katarina 

 
 

Sunday 11:30am 
Landon + Jose + Sophie 



 

 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

Thoughts of Floater and Smitty 

Floater: We’ve all seen a refrigerator run, a micro wave, and a 
kitchen sink, but I just saw a toilet bowl.  It was striking!  
Smitty: I told my wife that a husband is like fine wine, we just get 
better with age. The next day, she locked me in the cellar. 
Floater: I got fired from my job as a masseuse.  Apparently I rub 
people the wrong way. 
Smitty: I don’t have arthritis, I have early onset Rigor Mortis.  
Floater: I recently posted a selfie, and 8 people wished me a 
speedy recovery. 
Smitty: I asked my wife if she wanted jewelry for her birthday.  
She said, “Nothing would make me happier.” So I got her nothing. 
Floater: Mentally I’m still 29, humor wise I’m 12, but physically I’m 
pretty sure I fought in the Civil War. 
Smitty: In my career as a lumberjack I cut down 82,543 trees.  I 
know that, because I kept a log. 
Floater: My golf game is so bad I had to have my ball retriever 
regripped. 
Smitty: IF YOU DECIDE TO KICK away the fallen ice cube as 
opposed to picking it up, don’t worry. It's water under the fridge. 
Floater: My bank account looks like everybody is getting a text 
message for Christmas. And that's only if my phone is still on. 
Smitty: I bought a dog named "Bob Barker" because, well, to be 
perfectly honest... ...the Price was Right. 
Floater: I was late for my geometry exam. I got on the rhombus 
Smitty: I'm addicted to brake fluid. But I can stop any time.  
Floater: Just got called pretty today! Well, the full statement was 
"You're pretty annoying", but I focus on the positive things. 


