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American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist. Our warm, welcoming community  

creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. 
Inspired by the faith and an example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,  

we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 3pm—3:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 
  

Baptisms 
Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

  
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an  
appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before 

you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 
  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  
We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the 
Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. 

Visits will be happily arranged for you. 
  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Pastors Advisory Board/Parish Council 
“God’s mercy calls us to protect every life, 
especially those society overlooks — the 

child yet to be born and the elderly nearing 
their journey’s end — because each bears 

Christ’s face.”  

Pope Leo XIV
 



 

 

The Gifts of  Bread + Wine 

 
Healing of Aileen Galazin 

 
Requested by Bill Buzzone 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN,  
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
Raymond Esquilin, CW4  

Lisa Johnston,  
WO 1 Crystal Robles  

2nd Lt. Daniel Wolf, USAF   
SFC Sheldon Warren 

Rubayet Molla   

 
 
 
 
 

The Gifts of Altar Sanctuary Candles  
Thanksgiving to the Faithful of American Martyrs 

Requested by Fr. Peter  

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

 

Msgr. John Keppler, Elizabeth Coppola, Denis Keane, Anne Kingston, Martin Thaila, Vijay Devassy, Anita Mascoli,  

John Buglione,  John Sheridan Jr., Vincent Sheridan, Gloria Saavedra, Jack Goydas,  Michael G. McLoone, Gloria Valdez,  

Stephen Feit, Patrick Kearney, Roberto + Raquel Barrientos, Kalyan Sham, Gracinda Silva,  Anna Bischoff,  Vita Mazzola,  

Vincent Martin, James Pagano, Jesus Fernandez, Natalia Bianco, Jack Bradley, Dr. Mirian Lumbreras  Rick San Severino,  

James Jagiello, Susan Miller, Kathy McInerney, Mary Thompson, Carol Fetchick, Joann Ballesteros, James Barry,  Mike Clarke, 

Wayne Hirt, Frank Sasiadek, Stephen Day and Aileen Galazin 

(THE SICK WILL STAY ON LIST FOR 3 WEEKS AND THEN BE REMOVED UNLESS THERE IS A REQUEST FOR THE PERSON TO REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR ANOTHER 3 WEEKS) 

 

There is an appointed time for everything, and  
a time for every affair under the heavens,  

A time to live and a time to die… 
 
 

Mass Intentions Week of January 18, 2026  

9am 

Genoveva Ibanez (Requested by the Marin Family )  

11:30am 

Angelina DiCicco (Requested by her family)  

Nicole Marie Burke (Requested by Delia + Family) 

Valerie Krug (Requested by Grandma Krug) 

Monday 8:30am 

Rose + Bruno Frustaci (Requested by Cecilia + Fausto) 

Tuesday 8:30am  

Albert Valery (Requested by his mom) 

Wednesday 8:30am  

Gino Chacko (Requested by the Chacko Family) 

Thursday 8:30am 

John Bennett (Requested by Maureen Henry) 

Friday 8:30am  

Gregg O’Connell (Requested by Cecilia + Fausto) 

Saturday 8:30am  

Catholic War Veterans (Requested by Catholic War Veterans ) 

Saturday 4:pm  

Gregor Gregorich (Requested by the Kump Family) 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

As it was announced last weekend, Deacon Stanley Galazin will be retiring from active ministry at American Martyrs, following his short period of 
service at Holy Family. This transition is in keeping with diocesan policy for both priests and deacons. 

This retirement does not remove Deacon Stan’s diaconal identity or ordination. The diaconate is a lifelong vocation. What does change is his  
official assignment and level of responsibility in active ministry. 

I want to share, retirement in the Church is not a sign of weakness. Rather, it is an act of fidelity to the promise Deacon Stan made to the  
diocesan bishop on the day of his ordination. It reflects honest discernment, a faithful response to the guidance of the Church and I would even  
say it is a heroic step, because it’s not easy to do when you love something so much. 

In the name of this partnership, we pray for Deacon Stan and we thank him for being the incredible example that he is and continues to be for all  
of us. 

We also thank Mary, his wife. She has shared him with this parish over many years, allowing him to be so generous with his time and service.  
We thank Mary sincerely for your generous gift. 

Here are some questions that I have been asked: 

Is Deacon Stan leaving the parish? No. Retirement does not mean leaving the parish community. It simply means a change in the way  
he serves and the pace at which he does so. 

Why does the Church ask deacons to retire? The Church recognizes that as people age, responsibilities, health, and family needs change.  Retire-
ment allows clergy to serve the Church faithfully while also honoring personal and family obligations. This follows  
diocesan policy for both priests and deacons. 

How can we thank Deacon Stan and Mary? Please keep them in your prayers. The parish will also celebrate Deacon Stan’s ministry with a retire-
ment Mass and reception, with details to be announced. 

Will we still see Deacon Stan on the Altar? Yes, he will continue to serve when he is able to. He will not be assigned Masses. He will have the  
freedom to come and go as he wishes and He will continue to assist Fr. Peter with his homilies and at the Altar. We will also at times, see him  
sitting and praying with his wife and family in the pews as well. 

Retirement is not a punishment This is an act of faithful discernment, humility, and obedience to the promises made at ordination. 

 
Fr. Sean 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse at all times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And we must 
always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our children means talking to, listening to, and observing them-at every  
opportunity.  

For help you may call: Maryellen Quinn, Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

Collection for Sunday January 11, 2026 
 

Online $1,683.00 In-Pew $4,107.50 Total $5,790.50 
 Poor Box: $157.00 Votive Candles: $150.00 

  
Thank You for your generosity to American Martyrs 



 

 

Dear People of God,  
In January 2014, Columbia magazine ran a marvelous article, “The Gospel of Life According to Pope Francis.” This article traces Pope Francis’  
key pro-life statements, starting when he became Cardinal Bergoglio and including recent comments since his Papacy began in March 2013. 
During his 15 years as Archbishop of Buenos Aires to the present time, Pope Francis has always defended the dignity of human life from the  
moment of conception to natural death. Pope Francis has consistently had primary concern for the most vulnerable and defenseless human  
beings, including children (born and unborn), the disabled, and the elderly. We have seen this lived out on live television — inviting children into  
the sanctuary and kissing the elderly and sick. 

Public Responsibility 
 ‘I want to focus in particular on two stages of life that I consider essential for the growth in peace of different generations: childhood and old age. 
They are the two extremes of life, and they are the most vulnerable and the most forgotten. A society that abandons its children and eliminates its 
elderly is mortgaging its future.” From “The Family in the Light of the Aparecida” Document (Familia et Vita, 2008) 

On Abortion 
 “The moral problem with abortion is of a pre-religious nature because the genetic code of the person is present at the moment of conception.  
This means that a human being already exists. I separate the issue of abortion from any religious concept. It is a scientific problem. To not allow 
further progress in the development of a being that already has the entire genetic code of a human being is not ethical. The right to life is the first 
human right. Abortion means killing someone who cannot defend himself.” Book of conversations between Cardinal Bergoglio and Rabbi Abraham Skorka. “Sobre el Cielo y la Tierra”  

(On Heaven and Earth, 2010) 
Saying “Yes” to Life “ 

All too often, as we know from experience, people do not choose life, they do not accept the ‘Gospel of Life’ but let themselves be led by ideologies 
and ways of thinking that block life, that do not respect life, because they are dictated by selfishness, self-interest, profit, power and pleasure, and 
not by love, by concern for the good of others. It is the eternal dream of wanting to build the city of man without God, without God’s life and love --  
a new tower of Babel…. Dear brothers and sisters, let us look to God as the God of Life, let us look to his law, to the Gospel message as the way 
to freedom and life…. Let us say “Yes” to life and not death. Let us say “Yes” to freedom and not enslavement to the many idols of our time. In a 
word, let us say “Yes to the God who is love, life, and freedom, and who never disappoints… Let us ask Mary, Mother of Life, to help us receive 
and bear constant witness to the ‘Gospel of Life.’” Homily for “Evangelium Vitae” Day, June 16, 2013 

And finally… 
 “Be witness and diffusers of the “culture of life.” Your being Catholic entails a greater responsibility: first of all to yourselves, through a commitment 
consistent with your Christian vocation; and then to contemporary culture, by contributing to recognizing the transcendent dimensions of human 
life, the imprint of God’s creative work, from the first moment of its conception. This is a task of the new evangelization that often requires going 
against the tide and paying for it personally. The Lord is also counting on you to spread the ‘Gospel of Life.’”  
         Address to the International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations, Sept. 20, 2013 
This Thursday, Jan. 22, marks the 53rd anniversary of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. All life is sacred and a gift from God. 

May we pray for an end to abortion.  
Prayerfully, Fr. Peter 

 

PS… ...Only 30 Days Till Pitchers + Catchers  

The Rectory Office Will Be Closed on Monday in Observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Birthday 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
  
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a social activist and Baptist minister who played a key role in the American  
civil rights movement from the mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968. King sought equality and  
human rights for African Americans, the economically disadvantaged and all victims of injustice through 
peaceful protest. He was the driving force behind watershed events such as the Montgomery Bus  
Boycott and the 1963 March on Washington, which helped bring about such landmark legislation as the 
Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and is  
remembered each year on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, a U.S. federal holiday. 

 

 



 

 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, January 18, 2026 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 49:3,5-6 

God’s servant, Israel, will be made a light to the nations. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 40:2,4,7-10 

God desires obedience. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
Paul greets the Church in Corinth. 

 
Gospel Reading:John 1:29-34 

John testifies that Jesus is the Lamb of God, God’s own Son. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

This Sunday we break from our reading of Matthew’s Gospel (the primary Gospel for our current liturgical cycle, Cycle A) to read from John’s  
Gospel. We heard Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism last Sunday, on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Today, we hear John the Baptist’s 
testimony about Jesus as found in John’s Gospel. John’s Gospel differs from the other Gospels because John does not describe Jesus’ baptism  

by John the Baptist. Instead, John the Baptist announces that he knows that Jesus is the Son of God. 

In today’s reading, John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching and cries out, giving witness about who Jesus is. In John’s testimony he says that he 

saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus. By this sign, John the Baptist knew that Jesus was the one who is to come after him. 

John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that are familiar to us. John calls Jesus the “Lamb of God” and the “Son of God.” By using these titles, 

John the Baptist identifies Jesus’ ultimate purpose: to redeem sinful humanity. 

John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus clearly distinguishes John’s baptism from the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes with  
water; Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John also puts his practice of baptism in the context of Jesus’ ministry. The purpose of John’s  

baptism was to make Jesus known to Israel. 

John the Baptist’s sense of purpose is clearly identified in this reading: he baptized in order to prepare for and make known the ministry of the  
One who was to follow. John’s witness is an excellent example of what it means to be a disciple. By our Baptism, we are called to make Jesus 
known to all the world by our words and by the witness of our lives. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Did You Know… ….From 9am - 3pm  Monday - Friday 
The Kateri Chapel is Open for Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament 

The Presentation of The Gifts at Mass 

Before Mass each day the gifts of bread and wine are placed at the break of American Martyrs. If you are at 
Mass and the mass is being celebrated in memory of a loved one please feel free to sit near the gifts and bring 
them to the altar, where they will become the Body and Blood of Christ. If you are at Mass and no one gets up 
to bring the gifts to the altar, please feel free to bring them to the altar yourself. This is a parish celebration and 
we are all parishioners.  

PLEASE BE MINDFUL! 
  

When entering American Martyrs please be mindful that many people are praying.  
If you wish to greet someone do so in quiet tones so as not to disturb another’s prayer time. 

Traveling Madonna within our Parish of American Martyrs Rosary Society  
 

The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   
The Rosary Society has been passing the statue  of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time,  

as we pray for peace, anyone interested   please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 
  

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.   
Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a group.   

 All welcome to host the statue! 



 

 

American Martyrs  Catholic War Veterans  
Post 1772  ON GOING RECRUITMENT 

 
If you served in the United States Military  PLEASE  Consider joining our Post. 

FOR MORE INFO CALL RAY 917-515-9102 

May God who has offered healing and strength through the hands of the His only 
Son, Our Lord, and through Christ’s many servants grant me the favor of His  
healing hand through the intercession of His servant, Father Vincent Capodanno, 
priest, missionary, and chaplain, who always sought to heal and comfort the 
wounded and dying on the field of battle.  

 Father Vincent Capodanno 

 Schedule for the Lectors  and 

Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion  
SATURDAY/SUNDAY JANUARY 24/25 

 
Lectors 

4pm Vigil: Christine Markou 
9am: Juan Mendez 

11:30am: Valerie Day 
 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 
4pm: Lillian Santos + Barbara Froehlich 

Mary Ann + Gregg Schreiber 
 

9am: Getulio Cury + Bobby Shoule 
Theresa Asche + Jillian Minarik + Anne Caruso 

 
11:30am: Bernie Liu + Terry Marchia 
Johanna Zafferese + Stephen Barry 

  

Acolyte/Altar Servicers Schedule  
SATURDAY/SUNDAY JANUARY 24/25 

 
 

Saturday 4pm Vigil 
Landon Sophia Madison 

  
Sunday 9AM  

Leo Omar Adrian  
 

Sunday 11:30AM 
Katarina Edward Julianna  



 

 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

 

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

Thoughts of Floater and Smitty 

Floater: Snow update: It might snow tonight, but then again it 
might not.  All depends on if it snows or not!  
Smitty: My phone has this cool app that shows me what I look like 
as an old man.  Its called a camera.   
Floater: My wife said the cat needed to be chipped.  I only had a  
9-iron but I still got it over the shed.  
Smitty: What’s the difference between a Southern Zoo and a 
Northern Zoo? A Southern Zoo has the name of the animal on the 
cage, along with the recipe   
Floater: I would like to be a millionaire just like my dad.  He always 
wanted to be a millionaire too.  
Smitty: I wrote a book on how to fall down the stairs.  It’s a step by 
step guide.  
Floater: I can’t believe someone broke into my house and stole all 
of my fruit.  I am peachless. 
Smitty: The phrase “Don’t take this the wrong way” has a 0% 
success rate. 
Floater: I got a haircut, and the stylist complimented me on my 
thick hair. I told her I got it from my Grandfather - it’s haireditary 
Smitty: Why do witches wear name tags? So they can tell 

which witch is which. 
Floater: Why do people say “Bear with me,” when they do not have 
a bear with them? 
Smitty: I found ‘stir fry’ all over my bed this morning.  I must have 
been sleep wokking again. 
Floater: If you let them Shenan once they will Shenanigan  
Smitty: I tried donating blood today.  Never again! Too many  
questions.  Who’s blood is it? Where did you get it from? Why is it 
in a bucket? 


