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American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist. Our warm, welcoming community  

creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. 
Inspired by the faith and an example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,  

we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 

Penance: Every Saturday at 3pm—3:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request)  

Baptisms: Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

 

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects  
of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious 

surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.   
 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound : We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come  

to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you.  
 

Holy Matrimony : Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Pastors Advisory Board/Parish Council 
“Our blessed Mother Mary always 

wants to walk with us, be close to us, 

she always wants to help us with her 

intercession and her love.”  

Pope Leo XIV 
 



 

 

The Gifts of  Bread + Wine 

In Healing of  

Aileen Galazin 

 Requested by Fr. Peter   

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN,  
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
Raymond Esquilin, CW4  

Lisa Johnston,  
WO 1 Crystal Robles  

2nd Lt. Daniel Wolf, USAF   
SFC Sheldon Warren 

Rubayet Molla   

 

 

 

The Gifts of Altar Sanctuary Candles  

 In Thanks to the Religious Education Teachers 

 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

 

Msgr. John Keppler, Elizabeth Coppola, Denis Keane, Anne Kingston, Martin Thaila, Vijay Devassy, Anita Mascoli,  

John Buglione,  John Sheridan Jr., Vincent Sheridan, Gloria Saavedra, Jack Goydas,  Michael G. McLoone, Gloria Valdez,  

Stephen Feit, Patrick Kearney, Roberto + Raquel Barrientos, Kalyan Sham, Gracinda Silva,  Anna Bischoff,  Vita Mazzola,  

Vincent Martin, James Pagano, Jesus Fernandez, Natalia Bianco, Jack Bradley, Dr. Mirian Lumbreras  Rick San Severino,  

James Jagiello, Susan Miller, Kathy McInerney, Mary Thompson, Carol Fetchick, Joann Ballesteros, James Barry,  Mike Clarke, 

Wayne Hirt, Frank Sasiadek, Stephen Day and Aileen Galazin 

(THE SICK WILL STAY ON LIST FOR 3 WEEKS AND THEN BE REMOVED UNLESS THERE IS A REQUEST FOR THE PERSON TO REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR ANOTHER 3 WEEKS) 

 

There is an appointed time for everything, 

and a time for every affair under the heavens,  

A time to live and a time to die… 

Diana M. Howrilka 

Ramiro Cancelas  

Mass Intentions Week of January 25, 2026  

9am 

Ray Torres  (Requested by Vincent Torres) 

11:30am 

Zita Martin (Requested by Vincent Martin) 

Valerie Krug (Requested by Elsie Pawkowits) 

Zaida + Juan Lozano (Requested by the Family) 

Monday 8:30am 

Damitri Boigu (Requested by Cecilina  Fausto)) 

Tuesday 8:30am  

Elaine Dalman  (Requested by Susan Dziedzic + Joanne Heiser) 

Wednesday 8:30am  

Misha (Requested by Cecilina  Fausto)) 

Thursday 8:30am 

Avelina Capito (Requested by Aida + Vince Torres ) 

Friday 8:30am  

Valli Faherty (Requested by Mullarkey Family) 

Saturday 8:30am  

Rose Logerfo (Requested by Becky Dumasis) 

Saturday 4:pm  

Joseph Myron (Requested by Anne Marie Sanfier) 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

I look forward each year to the last week of January, when we observe National Catholic Schools Week. As the parishes of Holy 
Family & American Martyrs, we recognize the value of Catholic education and support our families and school in educating our  
young people so they can reach their full potential. We acknowledge the vital role of the school faculty, staff and volunteers in this 

effort. And we celebrate our students as they learn about their faith and the skills, they need in the 21st century. 

This week’s theme continues to build upon Catholic Imagination as we ignite the spark in the hearts of our little ones which is the  

ability to see, hear and believe what others cannot. Holy Family Catholic Academy has been a vital part of our community since 1953. 

Building upon the great legacy of Father Carey and the Sisters of St Joseph who first established our wonderful school over seventy 
years ago, today we continue building a firm foundation for the future. While Catholic Education as witnessed in previous generations 
has continued to change, one thing that has been consistent since the time of Father Carey and the Sisters of St. Joseph is that the 
core of Holy Family Catholic School remains a place LOVE. This is something that I have encountered since my arrival at  

Holy Family. 

So please come and see the spirit of sacrificial love offered by our school parents and faculty and witness the pure and innocent  
love of the young minds and hearts of our school children as they encounter Jesus Christ in one another, in the classroom and in  

the Sacraments. 

Please visit our school! It’s a great opportunity for all of us to see what our students are accomplishing and thank the faculty, staff  

and volunteers who give so much of themselves to educate our children. 

I extend a special invitation to our American Martyrs families to come visit our school, meet our faculty, and prayerfully consider a 
Catholic education for your child. We would be honored to welcome you and share the joy and mission of our school community. If 
any parent is interested in receiving more information regarding our Catholic Academy or touring the school, I know Ms. Kelly and  
the school staff will be willing to assist you any way possible. Please call 718-969-2124 or email the school office at holy-

faminfo@aol.com 

As the spiritual father of this Partnership Family, I want to offer the same opportunity to our children that was given to me, an  
environment where one can be known, cared for and loved, by the teachers, classmates, and parish community. Today, at the 

10:30am Mass we will open up our Catholic Schools Week celebration. There will be many festivities throughout the week. 

Our Catholic schools are part of our future as a Church and a nation. May God bless them and all who contribute to the important 

work they do on behalf of the children of our parish and parishes across the country. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Collection for January 18 

 

Online: $1,478.00 

In-Pew: $3,874.50 

Total: $5,352.59 

 

Poor Box: $321.00 Candles: $169.00 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH 



 

 

Dear People of God,  
 
Our new year is well underway. Christmas Day and the clock striking midnight to begin 2026 may feel like “months ago” to some people. As we continue the winter 
season, take a moment to reflect upon these great wisdom thoughts.  During these cold, dark days of winter, we all need a spiritual lift to carry us through to the 
brighter, warmer days of spring. 
 

How to Stay Young, Happy, and Healthy 
 

Throw out nonessential numbers. This includes age, weight, and height.  Let the doctor worry about them. That is why you pay him/her.  

Keep only cheerful friends.  The grouches pull you down. If you really need a grouch there are probably a few dozen of your relatives to do the job. 
Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath. Laugh so much that you can be tracked in the store by your distinctive laughter. The tears happen. 
Endure, grieve, and move on. 
The only person who is with us our entire life is … ourselves. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it is family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies … 
whatever. Your home is your refuge.  

Cherish your health. If it is good … preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it.  If it is beyond what you can improve … get help. 

Don’t take guilt trips. Go to the mall, the next county, a foreign country, but not guilt.  Tell the people you love that you love them at every opportunity. 

Remember … Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away. 

Keep learning. Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever.  Just never let the brain idle. Enjoy the simple things. 
When the children are young … that is all you can afford.  When they are in college … that is all you can afford. When they are grown, and you are in retirement 
that is all you can afford! 
 
And may I add - PRAY...PRAY...PRAY! 

 

And we can all use a good laugh… 

A retiree in Florida phones his daughter in New Jersey and says, “Honey, I have bad news for you. Your mother and I have decided that 52 years is enough. We’re 
calling it quits and getting a divorce.” 

His daughter yells, “Are you crazy?  What the heck are you saying?  We’re not going to let you do that!” 
The father says, “No, we’ve had enough.  We’re getting tired of the same old routine and looking at each other every day.  I don’t want to talk about it, so call your 
brother in Detroit and let him know.”  And the father hangs up on his daughter. 

Panic-stricken, the daughter phones her brother and drops the bomb about their Mom and Dad. 

“No way, no WAY!” shouts the brother. “This will NOT happen! Stay by the phone. I’ll talk to them and handle this. I’ll call you back as soon as possible!” 
The brother phones his father and says, “Dad, Sis just told me you’re getting a divorce. That’s CRAZY!  No way we’re going to let this happen to you and Mom. 
We’re both booking planes tonight and flying down to Florida in the morning to sort this out. Listen, don’t do anything till we get there, and you hear me out!   
Promise me, Dad. Don’t do anything!” 
The old man agreed.  He turned his cell phone off with a smile and then said to his wife, “Ok, it’s all arranged, sweetheart. The kids will be here tomorrow for your 
birthday and, best of all, they’re buying their own plane tickets!”   
      Winter blessings, Fr. Peter 

PS… ...Only 17 Days Till Pitchers + Catchers  

 



 

 

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, January 25, 2026 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

The people in darkness have seen a great light. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 27:1,4,13-14 

The Lord is our refuge, our light, our salvation. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 

Paul urges the community at Corinth to be united as people baptized in Christ’s name. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus begins to preach in Galilee and calls his first disciples. (shorter form Matthew 4:12-17) 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke (called the Synoptic Gospels), Jesus’ 
public ministry begins after his baptism by John the Baptist and after his retreat to the desert where he was tempted by the devil. When Jesus  

returns from the desert, he hears that John has been arrested. 

The first part of today’s Gospel places Jesus’ ministry in the context of the writings of the prophet, Isaiah. Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of the prophecies given to the people of Israel, and he refers to Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin his ministry in 
Galilee, the land of the Gentiles. When Jesus begins to preach in Galilee, Matthew points to his ministry as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, proof 

that Jesus is the Messiah. 

When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, James and John) dropped everything to follow  
Jesus immediately. Yet this Gospel tells us little about the prior experience that the fishermen had of Jesus. Did they know him? Had they heard 
him preach? What kind of person must Jesus have been to invoke such a response? We can imagine that Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit 

a response as immediate and complete as these first disciples gave. 

The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry that Jesus begins in Galilee. Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of God with his work. He 

teaches in the synagogue and preaches the kingdom. His ability to cure people’s diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In Jesus’ ministry, 

we already begin to see the Kingdom of God among us. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Purgatorial Society Enrollment in February 2026 

 

Dominic + Antoinette Parascandolo  

(Enrolled by the Family) 

Matthew Novak 

(Enrolled by the family) 

Nicholas Patrikis 

 (Enrolled by Jeanne + Bill Buzzone) 

Grace + Michael Reilly  

(Enrolled by Maureen + Bob Shoule) 

Grace + Robert Schoule  

(Enrolled by Maureen + Bob Shoule) 

 

The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 

monthly Masses (starting on the month of enrollment) offered  

on the First Sunday of every month at the 10:30am Mass. 

The Presentation of The Gifts at Mass 

Before Mass each day the gifts of bread and wine are placed at the break of American Martyrs. If you are at 

Mass and the mass is being celebrated in memory of a loved one please feel free to sit near the gifts and bring 

them to the altar, where they will become the Body and Blood of Christ. If you are at Mass and no one gets up 

to bring the gifts to the altar, please feel free to bring them to the altar yourself. This is a parish celebration and 

we are all parishioners.  

PLEASE BE MINDFUL!  

When entering American Martyrs please be mindful that  

many people are praying.  

 

If you wish to greet someone do so in quiet tones so  

as not to disturb another’s prayer time. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse at all times! 

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant that we al-

ways observe the behaviors of those who interact with children.  

And we must always communicate our concerns to the appropri-

ate parties When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, 

adults must find out what caused the changes.  

Being aware of what's happening with our children means talk-

ing to, listening to, and observing them-at every opportunity.  

For help you may call: Maryellen Quinn,  

Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

Tired of doing the same “Old-Thing?” 
Join the Leisure Club and We Can Do the Same  

“Old-Thing” Together! 

We Meet on Thursdays from 11am - 3pm  

in the Sullivan Center 

(Sullivan Center is Heated, Air Conditioned &  
Handicap  Accessible)  



 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 
Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis,  Call 718-674-1000 for info                                

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - Call: 718-491-2525.  

 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 212-941-0094  

 

Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: - 1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   



 

 

 

Did You Know… ….From 9am - 3pm  Monday - Friday 

The Kateri Chapel is Open for Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament 

Traveling Madonna within our Parish of American Martyrs Rosary Society  

 
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

The Rosary Society has been passing the statue  of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time,  
as we pray for peace, anyone interested   please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 

 
All welcome to host the statue! 

Are There Any Good  Movies To Watch??? 

 
Movies, music, television, and the Internet are the main sources of entertainment for your  
children. There is a lot of inappropriate material that their eyes and ears can pick up, so talk 
with your children about what is appropriate entertainment for them. If you are worried about 
what your children could be seeing or hearing, take advantage of parental blockage systems  
on your cable and internet systems.  Use the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Movie Review website as your guide for what movies are appropriate.   

      www.catholicnews.com/movies 

http://www.catholicnews.com/movies


 

 

American Martyrs  Catholic War Veterans  

Post 1772  ON GOING RECRUITMENT 
If you served in the United States Military  PLEASE  Consider joining our Post. 

FOR MORE INFO CALL RAY 917-515-9102 

May God who has offered healing and strength through the hands of the His only 

Son, Our Lord, and through Christ’s many servants grant me the favor of His  

healing hand through the intercession of His servant, Father Vincent Capodanno, 

priest, missionary, and chaplain, who always sought to heal and comfort the 

 Father Vincent Capodanno 

 Ministers Schedule  
SATURDAY/SUNDAY JANUARY 31 FEBRUARY 1 

 
Lectors 

4pm Vigil: John Sullivan 
9am: Michael Shoule 

11:30am: Linda Limberg 

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 
4pm: Donna Sosna + Stephen Sica 

Mary Ann + Gregg Schreiber 

9am: Berta and Orlando Hernandez 
Nancy Flowers + Katie Caruso + Steven Caruso 

 

11:30am: Bernie Liu + Valerie Day 
Johanna Zafferese + Diana Iorio 

Acolyte 

Servicers Schedule  

 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY JANUARY 31 FEBRUARY 1 

 

Saturday 4pm Vigil 

Brooke + Madison + Sophia  

Sunday 9AM  

Lilly + Julianna + Adrian  

Sunday 11:30AM  

Edward + Katarina + Jose  



 

 

 JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

 

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

 JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

Thoughts of Floater and Smitty 

Floater: I hate when my wife gets mad at me for being lazy. It's not 
like I did anything. 
Smitty: I hate when my wife gets mad at me for being lazy. It's not 
like I did anything. 
Floater: Do diners still make people wash dishes if they can’t pay? 
I’m thinking of treating myself tomorrow. 
Smitty: People ask me how I smuggle chocolate into the movie 
theaters.  Well, I have a few Twix up my sleeve!  
Floater: I just super glued my finger to my thumb.  I’ll be ok for a 
while. 
Smitty: I lost my job at the calendar factory.  All I did was take a 
day off. 
Floater: Why did the burglar take a shower? To make a ’clean’ 
getaway!  
Smitty: Where do Snowmen keep their money? In Snow Banks. 
Floater: Where do Zombies like to go swimming? The Dead Sea. 
Smitty: How do you stop an Astronaut’s baby from crying? You 
“Rocket” them to sleep. 
Floater: I can’t believe I forgot to go to the gym today; that’s 5 
years in a row now. 
Smitty: I made my wife’s dreams come true and we got married in 
a castle.  But you wouldn’t have know it from the look on her face 
as we were bouncing around. 
Floater: I know some people pick their nose, but I was born with 
mine 
Smitty: If you own a NY Rangers jersey and live in New York Area 

be at practice Tuesday at 10am.:  


