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Welcome 

The catechetical staff welcomes you to San Agustin’s Religious Education Program for Children and Teens. At San Agustin, we 
strive to share our faith with the youth of our parish to nurture a close and lasting relationship with our loving God through prayer, 
experiential activities and service projects. Our catechists are all volunteers who have answered the call to minister to our 
children, but the family remains the primary community in which faith is shared and nurtured.  Our programs run from 
October to May. Please take the time to read and discuss this handout.  We are happy to answer any questions you have 
and we look forward to serving you and your family as we continue our journey in Faith. 
 

Overview of Programs 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Ages 3-Primary Grade)  
This program gives children an opportunity to hear and discuss the readings and gospel at their own level of comprehension during the 
Sunday 10am Mass.  During mass, the children are called forward to receive a blessing and be sent off just before the readings are 
proclaimed.  They gather in our back classrooms where they hear the word at their level of understanding and participate in simple related 
and age-appropriate activities.  Children then rejoin the congregation during the offertory time of the Mass.  There is no charge to 
participate in this program and first graders are asked to participate as a preparation for their participation in our Sacrament classes 
beginning the next year. 

Primary Grade Sacrament Preparation (Grades 2-3)  
Our primary grades program is offered on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30-5:00pm.  We use “Finding God” and “God’s Gift” 
Catechetical Series published by Loyola Press for program and Sacramental instruction.   
Sac Prep 1 (Grades 2) Jesus & Forgiveness (Children receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation) 
Sac Prep 2 (Grades 3) The Church & Receiving Jesus (Children receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist) 
 
Primary Grade “Peacemakers” (Grades 4 & 5)  
Our Peacemaker Program is offered on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30-5:00pm.  Children study Christian Morality, the 
Sacraments, Scripture and Catholic Traditions. Peacemakers are also introduced to parish ministries and assist in outreach 
projects.  We use “Finding God” Catechetical Series published by Loyola Press for instruction. 
 
Middle School “The Edge” (Grades 6, 7 & 8)  
This program is offered to middle school students on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:00pm.  In middle school, we are making 
the transition from the textbook model of catechesis to a model of adolescent thematic catechesis within the setting of 
youth ministry.  Small grade level group discussions as well as icebreakers, drama, and movement are incorporated into the 
meetings and faith themes.  We use the “Call to Faith” adolescent program published by Our Sunday Visitor and The EDGE 
Catholic Middle School Ministry program materials to guide our sessions. 
 
High School Confirmation (Grades 9-12)  
Preparation for this sacrament begins in high school.  This is a two-year program with various faith gatherings/activities and 
classes on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8pm. First year students meet for initial inquiry sessions during the month of October, 
take a break for the holidays, and then join the Second Year students for regular weekly Sunday evening classes from 
January through April. Preparation involves discussion of Catholic theology, service to the community and participation in 
retreats.  We use “Confirmed in a Faithful Community” program materials published by Saint Mary’s Press to guide our 
lessons. 

Registration 
REGISTER ON-LINE AT: www.sanagustin.church 

Registration begins in August and classes are held from September until May. Families who wish to have their children 
participate in our programs are invited to become a registered parishioner if not already.  Registration is completed on-line 
– please visit our parish website listed above. Program Fees are $100 per child. Fees are due at the time of registration unless 
other arrangements are made.  Payment plans and scholarships are available.  Payments can also be made on-line 
through our parish website or in person at our parish office. 
 
A Baptismal Certificate is required for all children who are preparing to celebrate First Reconciliation, First Eucharist or 
Confirmation.  Any parent wishing to have their child baptized should contact the parish office for more details.  Older 
children/teens in need of Sacraments (Baptism, Reconciliation or Eucharist) will participate in a special sacrament 
preparation program in addition to their grade level program.  Please notify us of any Change of Contact Information - 
address, telephone or email address (work or home) immediately so that our staff will always be able to reach you for any 
reason regarding your child. 



 
Parent’s Role 

 
The family is the primary community in which faith is shared and nurtured; therefore, parents are the primary educators of 
their children.  Our parish has catechists who are eager to help support parents and we ask parents to participate in the 
following ways:  

• Celebrate Sunday Mass regularly with your children (Saturday, 5pm or Sundays, 8am & 10am) 
• Participate actively in the sacramental and community life of the parish 
• Share your faith and what it means to you with your children 
• Pray with your children and help them learn traditional prayers of the church 
• Attend all parent meetings and familiarize yourself with scheduled classes and events for your child 
• Assure your child’s punctual and regular attendance at all sessions 

 
Student’s Role 

 
Students also have a responsibility to cooperate in order to benefit from the catechetical sessions at San Agustin.  
Children/Youth are asked to participate in the following ways:  

• Be respectful of the catechists, other children, and San Agustin property 
• Listen carefully, follow directions and participate in the session activities 
• Complete any home assignments and come prepared to class with necessary materials 
• Share what they have learned and experienced in their catechetical sessions with their family 
• Follow attendance, discipline and emergency and safety procedures 
• Do not bring any inappropriate materials to class (candy, gum, toys, electronic devices, illegal substances) 

 
Attendance 

 
Arrival & Dismissal 
Parents should exercise great care when dropping off and picking up children.  For primary grade parents – you may walk 
in or drop off your child. Please park in designated spots in front of the church if dropping off.  All primary grade parents 
must park and walk-in/sign-out their child from class at pick-up time. Please do not drop off your child any earlier than 5 
minutes before classes begin as we cannot provide supervision while preparing for program classes.  We ask that you arrive 
promptly to pick up your child, or call if you will be delayed for any reason.  Please inform us if anyone else besides yourself 
or those authorized on your registration form will be picking up your child. 
Absences 
Promptness and attendance at every class is important for building community, continued understanding and 
development of faith in our children.  For these reasons, we strongly urge you to send your child to class each week.  We 
understand that there may be times that your child is ill, or other family reasons why your child cannot attend.  Please inform 
us with a phone call or email when your child will not be present. There will be times during sacrament preparation that 
attendance is mandatory and all work missed must be made-up at home. 
Early Release 
If your child must leave before the normal dismissal time, please notify the religious ed. office beforehand.  Parents must 
come directly to the office to pick their child up if early release is necessary.  For safety reasons, children are not allowed to 
wait for parents alone in front of the church during class time.  We strongly discourage early releases from class – it is very 
distracting to both students and catechists and your child misses out on valuable faith instruction.  Children are welcome to 
wear their sports uniforms/bring gear to class on game days and leave promptly at dismissal time.   
 

Discipline Policies 
 
One of the catechist’s first concerns is to maintain an atmosphere in which the students can form a community, share faith 
and enjoy an optimum-learning environment.  As part of the Catholic Christian learning environment, students are 
expected to behave respectfully and courteously toward all catechists, adults and other children.  Inappropriate behavior 
includes disrespectful verbal and body language.  Parents/guardians will be called if their child repeatedly disrupts the class 
session.  The Program Coordinator/Director, along with the Pastor, have the final recourse in all disciplinary situations.   

 
Emergency & Safety Procedures 

 
The safety of the students and catechetical staff is of paramount importance.  In the case of emergency/natural disaster, 
the Emergency Procedure Plan will be followed.  Fire and earthquake drills will be conducted.  In the case of an accident or 
sudden sickness, the Program Coordinator or delegate will give or call for the appropriate medical care and notify 
parents/guardians.  Catechetical staff has the right to inspect the property of individuals suspected of possessing alcohol, 
drugs, weapons and other illegal materials.  If any of these materials are found, the police, parents/guardian and Pastor will 
be notified as appropriate.  As required by state law, evidence of apparent non-accidental injury, suspected neglect or 
child abuse will be reported to the proper authorities. 


