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Giving Time, Talent And Treasure

Light it Up!

There is always something going on at St. Stephen! Just recently, we caught a few "Christmas
angels" stringing lights at the rectory (priests' home)! It sure was a wonderful treat for our

hard working priests to finish the day at the church to arrive back to their beautifully
decorated home! A big thank you goes out to the "elves" who made this happen!

God bless you for brightening up the rectory!!!

Columbiettes

The Columbiettes have been busy this fall! Just recently, the ladies started monthly craft
nights so that they could enjoy each other's company while creating a gift to share with the

community. During the month of December, they donated hand-made Christmas trees:
to the parish offices and to Twin Creeks Assisted Living, monetary donations to SVdP, as well

as donated 90 lap blankets to Homemakers of Hope!
Out of a pandemic and the desire to gather, these ladies were able to spread blessings to many

while safely, socially distancing! Well done, ladies!

This Weekend

Special Collection

Many senior religious worked for little
pay, and now their communities do not

have enough money for their care.
Please support this weekend's

collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious. Learn more at

retiredreligious.org.

New Seating Plan for Advent

Please click HERE to view the video showing how we have adapted the seating during Advent
to maximize seating capacity while still maintaining social distancing.

http://retiredreligious.org/
https://www.ststephencatholic.org/hospitality


Advent Streaming Schedule
(Daily/Weekend Mass streams continue at usual times) 

Weekdays at 3pm Livestream Schedule
December 11-December 23: The Christmas Nativity

Click to Access the Novenas and Broadcasts

Looking for a Way to Give Back to Others?

Christmas Share Boxes

Drop off now - December 17
Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

to Faith Formation Office–
leave gifts on the table by faith formation door. 

At Christmastime we are reminded of the love and joy that Jesus brought into the world and
how He wants us to share that love with others. He wants us to be His hands and feet in

service to those around us. This has no doubt been a challenging year for all of us, including
the families at the San Jose Mission. We are once again collecting Christmas Share Boxes to

distribute to these families.
This year we would like to include boxes for the adults as well as the children as there are so

many families in need and the simple luxuries that we may take for granted: soaps,
toothbrushes, socks, deodorant, feminine products, shaving cream, toilet paper, hand

sanitizer, etc. are precious gifts they look forward to each year. We kindly ask that you label
your box with the age group and gender your gift box is intended for so we can ensure it is

distributed properly.
If you are unable to put together a shoebox, but still want to help, we will also accept gift

cards. Thank you to all our parish families for your kindness and generosity. 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

This Week at St. Stephen

Our Sanctuary Lamp
is burning this week

In Loving Memory
of Kalani Garcia

Friday, December 11
Mass (Church)

8:30 am Pray for Ann Galante (RIP)
Confession(Chapel)

After 8:30 am Mass (till no one is in line)
3:00 pm The Christmas Nativity

Saturday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Mass (Church)
__8:30 am Pray for Gilda Martano (RIP) 
Confession(Chapel) After 8:30 am Mass

9:15am- 6:00pm 2,000 Hail Mary's (Chapel)
Join the

Consecrated Marian Marian Society and Legion of Mary
as they pray 2,000 Hail Mary's in honor of

Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Come for an hour or stay for more!

Please social distance, wear masks and bring hand sanitizer. 
2:45 pm Confessions (till no one is in line or Mass begins)

4:30 pm Pray for Miguel, Isabel and Alfonso Martinez

Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday of Advent

https://www.ststephencatholic.org/broadcasts
https://www.ststephencatholic.org/
https://www.ststephencatholic.org/broadcasts
https://www.ststephencatholic.org/
https://www.ststephencatholic.org/
https://catholiccurrent.org/bulletin-insert/november-29-2020/


What is special about the Third Sunday of Advent?

For much of the Church’s history, this Sunday had a special name: “Gaudete” Sunday.
“Gaudete Sunday” marks the midpoint in Advent. On Gaudete Sunday, the season of
Advent shifts its focus. For the first two weeks of Advent, the focus can be summed up
in the phrase, “The Lord is coming.” But beginning with Gaudete Sunday, the summary
might be, “The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a lighter mood and a heightened
sense of joyous anticipation. Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The priest usually
wears rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete Sunday and Laetare
(mid-point of Lent) Sunday. On this day, we light the third candle of the Advent wreath,
which is also rose-colored. The word “Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” In times when the
focus of our anticipation is often on the negative and fearful, this celebration is a
reminder that God who loves us is still in charge and that we await his coming not with
fear, but with tremendous joy.

Masses
7:30 am Pray for the Parishioners of St. Stephen

;9:30 am Pray for John Sturtevant (RIP)
11:30 am Pray for Virginia and Tony Martini (RIP) 

:5:30 pm Pray for Charles Bitter (RIP)

Gospel Meditation

Monday, December 14
Mass (Church)

8:30 am Pray for Patricia Massolio (RIP)
Confessions

After the 8:30 am Mass (Chapel) till no one is in line
3:00 pm The Christmas Nativity

Tuesday, December 15
Mass (Church)

8:30 am Pray for Lucille Catena (RIP)
3:00 pm The Christmas Nativity

6:00 pm Confessions (Chapel) 2 priests
(till no one is in line)

Wednesday, December 16
Mass (Church)

8:30 am Pray for Maria Carmella Decchie (RIP)
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations (Chapel)

After 8:30 Mass-6:00 pm 
3:00 pm The Christmas Nativity

5:30pm Confessions (till no one is in line) 2 priests Chapel
6:15 pm The Rosary (Mary's Garden) 

Thursday, December 17
Mass (Church)

8:30am Pray for James Santjer (RIP)
3:00 pm The Christmas Nativity

Around the Diocese

Send in Your Advent Photos

We invite you to share photos of how you and/or your parish prepare for the birth of Jesus
Christ. Photos will be shared in a special online photo album posted on the diocesan website
and Facebook page. Please email your photos to socialmedia@dosp.org or publicly post
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them on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram with the hashtag #DOSPAdvent. Photos will be
added to the album as they are received throughout Advent.

A View from the Top

On the December 2, 2020 edition of A View from the Top, Bishop Parkes shares why the
faithful should go to Reconciliation this Advent, the roles of Cardinals in the Church, reports of
aborted children used in COVID research, and why did God allow COVID. 
Click HERE to listen to the podcast. 

Advent Men’s Retreat

Father Steven "Chuck" Dornquast, Director of Vocations, is offering an Advent Men’s Retreat
on Saturday, December 19, 2020 from 10 am - 7:30 pm at the Bethany Center,
18150 Bethany Center Dr., in Lutz. Men, ages 15-35 are invited to attend. 
There is no cost to you, however, you will need to RSVP to hlv@dosp.org. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Vocations at (727) 345-3452.
The retreat will be led by Fr. Rob Cadrecha and seminarians from the Diocese of St.

Petersburg.

St. Vincent de Paul

We are accepting donations of $25 gift cards to Walmart or Target 
to help the families buy gifts for their children. 

Gift cards may be dropped in the collection boxes, the parish office or to the food pantry
Fridays. Checks made out to SVdP, or give electronically at www.svdpriverviewfl.org.

Links

Daily Readings

Diocese Covid-19 Assistance

Diocese Livestream Mass

EWTN Livestream Mass

Facebook Live

Hillsborough
Emergency

Weather Mgmt

Visit our website

St. Stephen Catholic
School

Faith Formation

St. Stephen Prayer
Request

PLEASE FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
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