FOURTH SUNDAY OF

DECEMBER 18,2022

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”

MATTHEW 1:23
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Pastor’'s Message

FR. ROLANDO B. CLARIN

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, in the Gospel Reading, in a dream, God tells
Joseph to marry Mary, even though Joseph had discovered she was pregnant. According
to Jewish law, premarital sex is punishable by death; and, in the ordinary course of
things, pregnancy doesn’t occur without sex. So, Mary’s pregnancy out of wedlock expos-
es her to the penalty of death. Even apart from legal penalties, Mary’s pregnancy jeopard-
izes her flourishing. As Joseph’s own attitude shows, in Mary’s society, no one wants to
marry a woman who looks like a sinful woman and has an illegitimate child to support.

It is clear, then, that Mary’s pregnancy exposes her not only to legal penalties but also to
suffering and shame in her society.

It is noteworthy too that Joseph needs to hear from God himself that God, and no man, is
the father of Mary’s child. Presumably, Joseph had already asked Mary how she came to
be pregnant, and Joseph didn’t believe her when she told him. That’s why God had to
confirm Mary’s story for Joseph.

How shaming for Mary to be thought a little liar as well as a sinful woman! Why would
God put Mary through this?

As the First Reading indicates, it helps us to recognize Jesus as Emmanuel—God with
us—to know that Jesus did not have a human father; and we are helped towards that
view by knowing that Mary was pregnant before she was married.

But why didn’t God protect Mary from the shame and suffering of being an unmarried
pregnant woman by having the conception of Jesus result from some great public miracle
involving Mary, so that everyone knows Mary’s pregnancy stems only from the miraculous
workings of divine power? God doesn’t have to expose Mary to humiliation to make her
pregnant, does he?

Well, here’s one way to think about the matter. Mary’s steadfastness and trust in God
even in the trouble of being an unmarried pregnant woman are a training for her and a
sign for us, aren’t they? Mary will eventually find the greatness of soul to love God and
her son at the foot of the cross, in the shame of having her son die a shaming death. And,
from watching Mary standing by the cross we learn that human greatness has at its core
fidelity through shame and suffering, don’t we?

And so, the greatness of Christ on the cross is foreshadowed by the greatness of this
small woman, pregnant, shamed, and faithful.
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Mensaje del Pastor

PADRE ROLANDO B. CLARIN

Mis queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, en la lectura del Evangelio, en un sueno, Dios
le dice a José que se case con Maria, a pesar de que José habia descubierto que ella estaba
embarazada. Segun la ley judia, las relaciones sexuales prematrimoniales se castigan con la
muerte; y, en el curso ordinario de las cosas, el embarazo no ocurre sin sexo. Entonces, el
embarazo de Maria fuera del matrimonio la expone a la pena de muerte. Incluso aparte de
las sanciones legales, el embarazo de Maria pone en peligro su desarrollo. Como muestra la
propia actitud de José, en la sociedad de Maria, nadie quiere casarse con una mujer que
parece una mujer pecadora y tiene un hijo ilegitimo que mantener.

Es claro, entonces, que el embarazo de Maria la expone no solo a sanciones legales sino
también al sufrimiento y la verglienza en su sociedad.

Cabe senalar también que José necesita escuchar de Dios mismo que Dios, y ningun
hombre, es el padre del hijo de Maria. Presuntamente, José ya le habia preguntado a Maria
como quedo embarazada, y José no le creyo cuando se lo dijo. Es por eso que Dios tuvo que
confirmar la historia de Maria para José.

jQué verglienza para Maria ser considerada una pequena mentirosa ademas de una mujer
pecadora! ¢Por qué Dios puso a Maria en esto?

Como indica la Primera Lectura, reconocer a Jesis como Emmanuel —Dios con nosotros—
nos ayuda a saber que Jesus no tuvo un padre humano; y nos ayuda a tener ese punto de
vista el saber que Maria estaba embarazada antes de casarse.

Pero ¢por qué Dios no protegio a Maria de la verglienza y el sufrimiento de ser una mujer
soltera embarazada haciendo que la concepcion de Jesus fuera el resultado de algun gran
milagro publico que involucré a Maria, para que todos supieran que el embarazo de Maria
proviene solo de la obra milagrosa del poder divino? Dios no tiene que exponer a Maria a la
humillacion para dejarla embarazada, ¢verdad?

Bueno, aqui hay una forma de pensar sobre el asunto. La perseverancia y la confianza en
Dios de Maria, incluso en la dificultad de ser una mujer embarazada soltera, son un
entrenamiento para ella y una senal para nosotros, ¢no es asi? Maria finalmente encontrara
la grandeza del alma para amar a Dios ya su hijo al pie de la cruz, en la verglienza de que su
hijo muera de una muerte vergonzosa. Y, al ver a Maria de pie junto a la cruz, aprendemos
que la grandeza humana tiene como nucleo la fidelidad a través de la vergienza y el
sufrimiento, ¢no es asi?

Y asi, la grandeza de Cristo en la cruz es profetizada por la grandeza de esta pequena mujer,
embarazada, avergonzada y fiel.
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Associate Pastor's Message

PADRE FLORENTINO B.VICTORINO

In the Gospel, in a dream, God tells Joseph to marry Mary, even though Joseph
had discovered that she was pregnant.

Under Jewish law, premarital sex is punishable by death. So, Maria's pregnancy
out of wedlock exposes her to the death penalty. Even apart from legal sanctions,
Maria's pregnancy jeopardizes her development. As Joseph's own attitude shows,
in Mary's society, no one wants to marry a woman who looks like a sinful woman
and has an illegitimate child to support. It is clear, then, that Maria's pregnancy
exposes her not only to legal sanctions but also to suffering and shame in her
society.

It should also be noted that Joseph needs to hear from God himself that God, and
no man, is the father of Mary's son. Presumably, José had already asked Maria
how she got pregnant, and José did not believe him when he told him. That is
why God had to confirm the story of Mary for Joseph.

What a shame for Mary to be considered a sinful woman! Why did God put Mary
in this? As the First Reading indicates, recognizing Jesus as Emmanuel “God
with us” helps us to know that Jesus did not have a human father; And it helps
us to have that point of view knowing that Maria was pregnant before she got
married.

But why didn't God protect Mary from the shame and suffering of being a
pregnant single woman by making Jesus' conception the result of some great
public miracle involving Mary, so that everyone would know that Mary's
pregnancy Does it come only from the miraculous work of divine power? God
doesn't have to expose Mary to humiliation to get her pregnant, right?

Well, here's one way to think about it. Mary's perseverance and trust in God, even
in the difficulties of being a single pregnant woman, are a training for her and a
sign for us, aren't they? Mary will finally find the greatness of the soul to love God
and her son at the foot of the cross, in the shame of her son dying a shameful
death. And by seeing Mary standing by the cross, we learn that faithfulness
through shame and suffering is at the core of human greatness, isn't it?

And so the greatness of Christ on the cross is prefigured by the greatness of this
little woman, pregnant, ashamed and faithful.
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Mensaje del Parroco Asociado

PADRE FLORENTINO B. VICTORINO

En el Evangelio, en un sueno, Dios le dice a José que se case con Maria, aunque
José habia descubierto que ella estaba embarazada.

Segun la ley judia, las relaciones sexuales prematrimoniales se castigan con la
muerte. Entonces, el embarazo de Maria fuera del matrimonio la expone a la pena
de muerte. Incluso aparte de las sanciones legales, el embarazo de Maria pone en
peligro su desarrollo. Como muestra la propia actitud de José, en la sociedad de
Maria, nadie quiere casarse con una mujer que parece una mujer pecadora y tiene
un hijo ilegitimo que mantener. Es claro, entonces, que el embarazo de Maria la
expone no solo a sanciones legales sino también al sufrimiento y la vergliienza en
su sociedad.

Cabe senalar también que José necesita escuchar de Dios mismo que Dios, y nin-
gun hombre, es el padre del hijo de Maria. Presuntamente, José ya le habia pre-
guntado a Maria como qued6é embarazada, y José no le creyo cuando se lo dijo. Es
por eso que Dios tuvo que confirmar la historia de Maria para José.

jQué verglienza para Maria ser considerada una mujer pecadora! ;Por qué Dios
puso a Maria en esto? Como indica la Primera Lectura, reconocer a Jesus como
Emmanuel “Dios con nosotros” nos ayuda a saber que Jesus no tuvo un padre
humano; y nos ayuda a tener ese punto de vista el saber que Maria estaba
embarazada antes de casarse.

Pero, ¢por qué Dios no protegio a Maria de la verglienza y el sufrimiento de ser una
mujer soltera embarazada haciendo que la concepcion de Jesus fuera el resultado
de algun gran milagro publico que involucr6é a Maria, para que todos supieran que
el embarazo de Maria proviene solo de la obra milagrosa del poder divino? Dios no
tiene que exponer a Maria a la humillacion para dejarla embarazada, ¢verdad?

Bueno, aqui hay una forma de pensar sobre el asunto. La perseverancia y la
confianza en Dios de Maria, incluso en la dificultad de ser una mujer embarazada
soltera, son un entrenamiento para ella y una senal para nosotros, ¢no es asi?
Maria finalmente encontrara la grandeza del alma para amar a Dios y a su hijo al
pie de la cruz, en la verglienza de que su hijo muera de una muerte vergonzosa. Y,
al ver a Maria de pie junto a la cruz, aprendemos que la grandeza humana tiene
como nucleo la fidelidad a través de la verglienza y el sufrimiento, ¢no es asi?

Y asi la grandeza de Cristo en la cruz es prefigurada por la grandeza de esta
pequena mujer, embarazada, avergonzada y fiel.
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Special Mass Prayers

SUNDAY, December 18, 2022
5:00am
All Souls in Purgatory
8:00am
All Souls in Purgatory
9:30am
Teresita Gonzales— Repose of Soul
Florentina Magbual- Death Anniversary
11:00am
Elisandra & Nubelina Quevedo-
Eterno Descanso
Marta Alicia de Rivas— Eterno Descanso
Francisco Rivas— Eterno Descanso
Maria O. Galdamez- Eterno Descanso
Pedro E. Hernandez- Eterno Descanso
1:00pm
Henio Perez- 2 afios de fallecido
4:00pm
All Souls in Purgatory

MONDAY, December 19, 2022

5:00am

Silverio & Fausta Tapia— Repose of Soul
5:30pm

Alfeo & Alejandro Filler— Repose of Soul

TUES., December 20, 2022
5:00am
Marivic Perdon- Thanksgiving
Domingo Calabia— Birthday
7:00pm
Salvador Salgado— Eterno Descanso

WED., December 21, 2022
5:00am
All Souls in Purgatory
5:30pm
All Souls in Purgatory

THURS., December 22, 2022
5:00am
All Souls in Purgatory
7:00pm
Lily D. Name- Etreno Descanso

FRIDAY, December 23, 2022
5:00am
All Souls in Purgatory
5:30pm
All Souls in Purgatory

SAT., December 24, 2022
5:00am
Belma Santillan— Repose of Soul
5:00pm
All Souls in Purgatory
7:00pm
Almas en el Purgatorio

500am  Simbang Gabi Mass
5:00pm English Mass™ (*Vigil Christmas Mass)
7:00pm Misa en Espafiol* (*Misa de Vigilia Navidefia)

Christmas Day/ Dia de Navidad
Sunday, December 25, 2022

*Office closed. Oficina cerrada

8:00am & 9:30am  English Mass

11:00am & 1:00pm  Misa en Espaiiol
4:00pm Tagalog Mass

Monday, December 26, 2022
*Office closed. Oficina cerrada®
8:00am  English Mass only

Friday, December 30, 2022
*Office closed. Oficina cerrada*
8:30am English Mass
530pm  English Mass

Christmas Eve/ Vispera de Navidad

Saturday, December 24, 2022
*Office closed. Oficina cerrada*

New Year’s Eve/ Vispera Aiio Nuevo
Saturday, December 31, 2022
*Office closed. Oficina cerrada®

8:00am English Mass
5:00pm English Mass (*Vigil New Year Mass)
7:00pm Misa en Espafiol (*Nisa Vigilia Afia Nuevo)

New Year’s Day/ Dia de Aino Nuevo
Sunday, January 1, 2023

*Office closed. Oficina cerrada®

8:00am & 9:30am  English Mass

11:00am & 1:00pm  Misa en Espaiiol

4:00pm- Tagalog Mass

Monday, January 2, 2023
*Office closed. Oficina cerrada®
8:00am  English Mass only

Mevwy Chvvistimas &
Bleased New Yean!

7] DURING OUR 9 DAY
SIMBANG GABI
MASSES

J
//)' ) OUR MONDAY THRU

\ THURSDAY 7:00AM,

( FRIDAY 8:30 AM AND

SATURDAY 8AM
MASSES
WILL BE CANCELLED.

THE 5:00AM MASS WILL
REPLACE THOSE MASSES.

Chiblmedy




CUowre Ynvited to the:
HOMELESS PERSONS'

INTERRELIGIOUS MEMORIAL

Every year, over a thousand individuals die on the streets
of Los Angeles experiencing homelessness.

Join us, as we will acknowledge and honor their lives on
the first day of winter, the longest night of the year.

O)fednesday
DECEMBER 271°7

2022
Cathedral of

O ady of the Siges

Los Angeles, CA 90012
7PM

Please RSVP

If you would like to support
~our brothers and sisters in need by
donating blankets,
socks and/or sleeping bags,
please scan the QR code below.

Justice & Peace Q SOFESA

N Acchdiocess of Los Angeles

\ Office of Life,
\[]
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Mass Intentions & Donate

Intenciones de Misa y Donar

MASS INTENTION OFFERING...

We have added an option to have Mass Intentions during our 11:00am English Mass and
1:00pm Spanish Sunday live-streamed Mass. Friday at noon is the deadline to submit
intentions. Please visit our parish website at www.ihmec-la.org to make your mass intention
request in the ONLINE MASS button with sub division MASS INTENTIONS.

INTENCIONES DE MISA...

Hemos puesto la opcion para tener intenciones de misa en las misas del domingo a la
11:00am y en espanol a la 1:00pm. Tienen hasta el Viernes a medio dia para hacer las
intenciones por el internet solamente. NO en persona. Visite la pagina de internet
www.ihmec-la.org para hacer su donacion e intencion en el boton de ONLINE MASS y
con subdivision MASS INTENTIONS/INTENCIONES DE MISA

& C @& ihmclaorg

IMMACULATE HEART
OF MARY CHURCH

Online‘wass‘ Donate '

Mass Intentions/
Intencion de Misas

Home About Socraments Parish Life  Contact  Music

WE HAVE A PDONATE BUTTON!"

We understand we are all going through financial strains, but don’t forget your church
needs your generous donations to continue its ministry. If it is in your needs to help us,
please visit our website to DONATE with a credit or debit card at www.ihmc-la.org.
Or you can mail into the church your offertory envelopes. Thank you!

Parish Address: 4954 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90029

HAY UN BOTON PARA DONAR!"

Entendemos que todos estamos pasando por tenciones financieras, pero no se olviden
que la Iglesia También necesita de sus donaciones para continuar en ministerio.

Si esta en sus posibilidades, por favor considere y visite nuestra pagina de internet
www.ihmec-la.org. Ahi presione el boton de DONATE a mano derecha de la pagina y
podra donar con su tarjeta de crédito o debito. O puede mandar por correo sus sobres
de ofertorio.

Direccion Parroquial: 4954 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90029




PRIESTS/ SACERDOTES

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Fr. Rolando B. Clarin
PASTOR

PARISH STAFF
PERSONAL PARROQUIAL

BUSINESS MANAGER
Maria Martinez

MAINTENANCE
Ramon Serrano

PARISH SECRETARY
Tania Morales

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATOR & BULLETIN
EDITOR

Mariela Morales

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Khia Bautista

1055 N. Alexandria Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
323.663.4611

Fr. Florentino B. Victorino
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

HORARIO DE LA OFICINA

MONDAY-THURSDAY
10:00am— 12:00pm
1:00pm- 4:00pm
FRIDAY/VIERNES
8:00am— 12:00pm
1:00pm- 5:00pm
SATURDAY/SABADO
8:00am— 12:00pm
1:00pm- 4:00pm

SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEBOOK- @IHMCLA
WEBSITE-
www.ihmc-la.org

Please visit our website, www.thmc-la.org to make
your loving donation to our church. Your donations
keeps the church alive and able to provide Masses
during these difficult times. Thank you

for your continued support.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY
English- 7:00am & 5:30pm

TUESDAY & THURSDAY

MARTES & JUEVES
English-7:00am
Espaiiol- 7:00pm

FRIDAY
English— 8:30am & 5:30pm
SATURDAY/SABADO
English- 8:00am & 5:00pm
Espaiol- 7:00pm
SUNDAY/DOMINGO
English- 8am & 9:30am
Espaiol- 11am & 1pm
Tagalog— 4pm

NOVENATO OUR LADY

OF PENAFRANCIA

WEDNESDAY-
English- 5:30pm

EXPOSITION OF THE

BLESSED SACRAMENT

FIRST FRIDAY-
9:00am- 5:15pm

HOLY HOUR

EVERY THURSDAY-
6:00pm- 6:45pm

CONFESSIONS

CONFESIONES

WEDNESDAY/MIERCOLES
4:30pm - 5:00pm

SATURDAY/SABADO
3:30pm — 4:30pm

e



WHY ADVERTISE

CHURCH BULLETIN?

J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer
options to advertise effectively and
keep pace with market change.

;WWU&-’

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with

a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church

“-'1

]S Paluch

Company

o o o o
CEMETERIES

& MORTUARIES

bulletin the entire week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Callusat 1-800-231-0805

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

A ministry of the Church
serving the faithful.

Learn about our 11 locations in
Los Angeles, Ventura and
Santa Barbara counties

EVERLASTING FAITH. EVERLASTING LIFE.

S< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yo

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

et this

delivered by

catholicmatch’
California
Sign up here:

weekly bulletin

email - for FREE!

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

CatholicCM.org
The Most Complete
Online National

FINDaPARISH.com
Directory of

Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTAL
General Dentistry & Orthodontics
“Consuitationw/ + _ $200
FULL X-RAYS 1 BLEACHING SPECIAL
ARAXIE YETENEKIAN-GETTAS, DMD
5828 SANTA MONICA BLVD. * LA, CA 90038
FREE Consultation for Ortho 323-871-9191 Monday-Friday 9-6 « Saturday 95

ALL INSURANCES ACCEPTED. PPO, MEDI-CAL, MEDICAR
ENDO AND IMPLANT PROCEDURES WITH ADDITIONAL MEDI- CAL BENEFITS

d INVEST LOCALLY

Targeting local business makes good “Cents”-

-

f
C

[ -
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The A;wstleship of the Sea of the United Stats of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery © Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain ¢ Grand Catholic ltaly
i Footsteps of Apostle Paul ¢ Shrines of Alpine Europe © Pilgrimage to Lourdes

Scottish Highlands ¢ Camino, A walking journey for the soul
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com (CST 2117990-70)
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Medical Alert System
$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee

Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 o

If

Protecting Seniors 5

Nationwide

Call Today!

ONE»)PARISH

Grow in your faith,

Catholic Community

v/ Ambulance
v/Police vFire
v'Friends/Family

Get your name out there by advertising in local

parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next

aadvertising move and we will work with you for
your next “AD THAT WORKS!”

Check us out at www.jspaluch.com

ind a Mass, and
onnect with your

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then ....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Consider Remembering
- Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIertI
4 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! &
Solutions as Low as $ 1 9.9 5 amonth

FREE Shipping
e This Button SAVES Lives!

FREE Activation
As Shown GPS,
800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fal

NO Long Term Contracts
Lowest Price Guaranteed!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

=3 \
\™
CALL
NOW! Il Detection
MDMedAlert Easy set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Iﬁ@dcnt *

with OneParish!

513327 Immaculate Heart of Mary

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805
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