Qaint LMatthew Catholic Church

January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary His mother.
They prostrated themselves and did Him homage. Mt 2:10-11
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Next Sunday
January 11th

Mass & Healing Service
Confessions
2:00 - 3:15 pm

Sunday Mass
3:30 pm
(fulfills Sunday Obligation)
Healing Service
to Follow Mass

Mass Schedule - Horario de Misas Sacrament of Reconciliation Parish Office - Oficina
Weekends: Saturday: 4:30 pm 30 minutes before every Mass 227 S 28th Avenue - 715-842-3148
Sunday: 8:00 am,**10:00 am Saturday: 3:00 pm - 4:20 pm Office Hours - Oficina Horas
Espaiiol-Spanish: 12:00 noon Eucharistic Adoration Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Weekdays: Monday: *6:00 pm Wednesday & Friday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm Friday: closed
Tuesday: *12:05 pm (~4:30 pm: Evening Prayer, Website: www.StMatthewWausau.org
Wednesday-Friday: **8:00 am Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction) YouTube: St. Matthew Wausau
** Ways to watch a “Live-Streamed Mass” . FI_rSt Fridays TV Sunday Mass
5 www.stmatthewwausau.org - near top of page Mass in Spanish at 5 pm, followed by Channel 7.4 WSAW - Sunday 9 am
“Click to Watch the Mass” on YouTube then Flame of Love Holy Hour, followed by all Cable TV
scroll down to watch the Mass you want. night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Channel 12: Sunday 6:30 am

Ch 980 Public Access: Sat 6 pm & Sun 9 am

¥ Our YouTube Channel: “St. Matthew Wausau” ending with Mass in Spanish at
Diocese of La Crosse: www.diolc.org

Subscribe to get live-streamed notifications. 6 am on Saturday morning.




The Most Holy Name of
Jesus

; month of the y

y I\\EVaale] The Catholic Church has
) dedicated each month of the
yeartoa partlcular devotion. For January, it is the Holy Name of Jesus.
The January devotion is linked to the Feast of the Circumcision of
Christ, which used to be celebrated on January 1st, eight days after
Christmas, in keeping with Jewish custom. This was when Jesus was
officially given His name, which in Hebrew means “God Saves”. The
Feast of the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, is now
celebrated on January 1st. This feast celebrates Mary’s role in the
Incarnation of her divine Son, whose name was revealed to her by the
angel Gabriel and formally given to Jesus on this day.

The Feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus is celebrated on January
3rd as a reminder of the power and sanctity of Jesus’ name, which
should always be spoken and heard with profound love, respect, and
reverence.

Scripture References

Invoking the holy name of Jesus with faith brings help in bodily
needs, according to the promise of Christ;

“In My name they shall take up serpents; and if they shall drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them: they shall lay their hands upon
the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)

In the name of Jesus, the Apostles gave strength to the lame (Acts
3:6; 9:34) and life to the dead. (Acts 9:40)

It gives consolation in spiritual trials. ... It protects us against
Satan and his wiles, for the devil fears the name of Jesus, Who
has conquered him on the cross.

In the name of Jesus we obtain every blessing and grace for time and
eternity, for Christ has said:

“If you ask the Father anything in My name He will give it to
you” (John 16:23). Therefore the Church concludes all her prayers
by the words: “Through Our Lord Jesus Christ,” etc.

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.” (Acts 4:12)

“Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11)

Prayer to the Holy Name of Jesus

Lord Jesus, we humbly pray for You to give us all a great
reverence and respect for Your most holy name. Forgive us for
ever having used the name of Jesus in vain, or without due
respect.

Help us remember how reverently and lovingly, Your Mother Mary
used the name of Jesus, and how humbly Saint Joseph called You
and spoke to You by name.

Your name, dear Jesus, is above every other name in heaven or
on earth, because You are the Jesus, the Savior of all men.
You have saved us, and You have told us to ask God anything in
Your name, and it would be granted.

We ask You, humbly and confidently, to bless us and our work,
and give us the rich treasures of Your Divine grace,
without which we cannot even so much as pronounce the name of
Jesus. Amen

The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord

Epiphany means “manifestation.” The first Epiphany was the visit of the Magi
to adore the Christ Child. The Magi, who were actually scholars and scientists,
came to be associated with kings. Their gifts reveal this holy Child’s identity;
gold for Christ's Kingship, incense for His divinity, and myrrh for His sacrifice on
the Cross.

The Feast of Epiphany is traditionally celebrated as the twelfth night of
Christmas, on January 6th. In the United States, this feast has been moved to
the Sunday, January 4th, 2026. In many families, the king figurines are moved
a bit closer to the nativity scene every day from Christmas Day until Epiphany.
Moreover, it is traditional for parish priests to bless water, chalk, and incense on
the eve of Epiphany, and use them for the blessing of homes the next day.

The blessing of homes on Epiphany revives the beautiful custom of making
our homes sacramentals. Sacramentals make us more mindful, receptive and
cooperative with God’s grace. This blessing also reminds us that Christ is the
One Who enlightens our hearts and homes with His love. He is the source of our
hope, our comfort and our joy.

Marking doorways with blessed chalk is also a witness of faith. Use the chalk
to mark above the main door and, if possible, over all exterior doors in the
following fashion:

4 Numerals to consecrate the New Year.

4 Initials to remind us of the legendary names of the Magi:
Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar and also to represent the Latin motto:
Christus mansionem benedicat (May Christ bless this house)

¢ Four crosses to represent the four seasons.

¢ Example for the year 2026: 20 + C+ M + B + 26

Epiphany Blessing of the Home

If a priest is present, he leads; otherwise, the head of the family leads. All
present go from room to room, blessing each room with holy water and praying
the following prayer:

Blessed be all the rooms of this home. May each of them be holy and
filled with the spirit of happiness and peace, love and affection. May
the spirit of pardon and affection reside with us and be always ready

to heal our divisions. May the spirits of joy and laughter, hope and

faith, playfulness and prayer, compassion and love be perpetual

guests in our home. May God'’s holy blessing rest upon us all, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

As the leader inscribes the initials of the three Magi above the exterior
doorways using the blessed chalk, the following prayer is prayed: Inscription for
the year 2026: 20+ C + M + B + 26

Blessed be this doorway. May all who come to our home this year

rejoice to find Christ living among us as we welcome them with

respect and kindness. May all our comings and goings be under the
seal of God’s loving care. May we seek and serve, in everyone we
meet, Jesus, Who is Lord forever and ever. Amen

Saint Alphonsus Liguori's Prayer to the Holy Name

O my Jesus, thou art the Savior who hast given Thy blood and Thy life
for me, | pray Thee to write Thy adorable name on my poor heart; so that
having it always imprinted in my heart by love, | may also have it ever on
my lips, by invoking it in all my necessities.

If the devil tempts me, Thy name will give me strength to resist him; if |
lose confidence, Thy name will animate me to hope; if | am in affliction,
Thy name will comfort me, by reminding me of all Thou hast endured for
me.

If | find myself cold in Thy love, Thy name will inflame me by reminding
me of the love Thou hast shown me.

| have fallen into so many sins because | did not call on Thee; from
henceforth Thy name shall be my defense, my refuge, my hope, my only
consolation, my only love.

Thus do | hope to live, and so do | hope to die, having Thy name
always on my lips.  Amen



Parish Staff (715-842-3148)
Pastor: The Very Rev. Sebastian Kolodziejczyk
padreseko@icloud.com
Associate Pastor: Rev. Fernando Lara-Hernandez
cristomariafelahe@icloud.com
Deacon: Deacon John McDonnell - jmcdonnell@diolclergy.org
Deacon: Deacon Tom Tierney - ttierney@diolclergy.org
Pastoral Care: Dorothy Giallombardo & June Pritzl
dorothy@stmatthewwausau.org

Parish Secretary: Joy Orozco - joydre@stmatthewwausau.org
Director of Religious Education & Hispanic Ministry:

Joy Orozco - joydre@stmatthewwausau.org
Finance Director: Jerry Grunow - jerryg@stmatthewwausau.org
Plant Manager: Jason Seliger

BuIIetln Edltor Rosemary Butzen bulletin@stmatthewwausau.org
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BuIIetln Submlsswn 1pm Monday for the next Bulletin
To get bulletin link emailed to you: www.parishesonline.com

Anointing
of the Sick

Baptism Confirmation Reconciliation Marriage  Holy Orders

y
Communion

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS

Call the Parish Office (715-842-3148) to make arrangements for:
# Confession - by appointment outside of scheduled Confession times.

£ Baptism - Baptisms take place the 2nd Sunday of each month.

The Baptism Preparation Class must be attended by parents.
Godparents are encouraged to attend. You must register at least
one week before the class by calling the Parish Office.

Next Baptism Class: Tuesday, January 13th at 6:00 pm.

& Bautismo - Los bautismos se Ilevan a cabo el segundo domingo de
mes. Para los bautismos los padres y padrinos deben tomar una
clase y no faltar a misa los domingos. Los padrinos deben presentar
comprobante de que recibieron el sacramento de la Confirmacion y
no pueden estar viviendo juntos. Para mayor informes y registrarse
para la clase llame a Joy al 715-842-3148

| % Marriage - Contact Fr Sebastian 6 months in advance.

5@ Anointing of the Sick and Home Communion Visits

| * Anointing of the Sick - for those seriously ill and before a

| scheduled surgery.

| * Holy Communion Visits to the Homebound - for those at home,

! a rehab center, assisted living facility, or nursing home.

| * Hospital Visits - If you are anticipating a hospital stay, call and let |

us know. The hospital doesn’t always inform us.

* In Need of Extra Prayer? - Our prayer group is always ready to
pray for you! Call Bonnie: 715-675-9876.

Prayer
The most powerful weapon against trials. The most effective medicine
against sickness. The most valuable gift to someone you love.

Please pray for the members of
Saint Matthew Parish:
“Dear Jesus, please help and heal all parishioners who
are homebound, lonely, depressed, grieving, sick, in
the hospital, those who are terminally ill and those who
have died.” Amen

Eucharistic Revival - A Minute with Jesus
Wise Men Came To Worship Jesus

Wise men from far away saw an incredibly bright
star moving across the sky. They followed the star
to see where it would take them. It led them to the
Infant Jesus. The wise men gave precious gifts to
the Savior, gifts for a king: gold, frankincense and myrrh. They knew
that Jesus was a great king, even though He looked like a small Child.
Jesus gives us the greatest Gift — the Gift of Himself in the Eucharist
again and again in a life-giving encounter.

Let’s pray this right now and every day this week:
“Jesus, the wise men brought You precious gifts. But, thank You
for giving us the most precious Gift of Yourself in the
Eucharist.”

This week, read how the wise men came to worship Jesus and bring
Him gifts in Matthew 2:1-12

Jise Men Still
Seek Him

WITNESS THE DIFFERENCE AT
Newman Catholic Schools
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NEWMAN

You're invited to learn more at our
OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, January 15
8am-6pm (drop-in)

NCECC: St. Michael - Wausau
NCECC: St. Therese - Schofield
NCES: St. Anne - Wausau
NCES: St. Mark - Rothschild
NCCS: Holy Name - Wausau
NCMS & NCHS - Wausau

newmancatholicschools.com
715-845-5735

Diocese of La Crosse Guidelines for
Reporting Instances of Child Abuse

L " The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and
procedures seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate
response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop,
priest, deacon, employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone wishing to
make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse should send that report to Mrs
Teresa Brown, Complaint Intake Agent, at the Diocese of La Crosse, PO Box
4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you can contact Mrs Brown at
608.791.0179 or intakeagent@diolc.org. The reporting form is available
through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of Safe Environment or on the diocesan
website at: diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting. Individuals are also
encouraged to take their reports directly to civil authorities.

Copies of the diocesan policy are available through your local Parish and on
the diocesan website. If you have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse
and the implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People, please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679 or
tbrown@diolc.org.



This Week at
Saint Matthew Parish

Wednesday, January 7
Men’s Morning Bible Study - McGarty Hall: 6:00 am
Family Formation: Grades K-6th

Thursday, January 8
Bible Study - Our Lady of Guadalupe Room: 9:00 am
Peacemakers Quilters - Our Lady of Guadalupe Room: 1:00 pm
Sacred Worship Committee Meeting - Rectory: 6:00 pm

Saturday, January 10
Gracious Ladies Meeting - McGarty Hall: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Sunday, January 11
Coffee & Donuts - McGarty Hall: after 8:00 am & 10:00 am Masses
Mass and Healing Service:
Confessions: 2:00 - 3:15 pm
Mass Followed by Healing Service: 3:30 pm (fulfills Sunday obligation)
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Weekly Minimum Amount
Needed per Budget:
$11,073.00

Immaculate Conceptlon

www.HelpOurMarriage.org

TROUVAILLE

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

F = A Lifeline of Hope and Healing
for Struggling Marriages!

When the old ways aren’t working, the Retrouvaille Progra
helps couples restore their marriages and rebuild loving
relationships. This is a three-phase program that begins with a
weekend stay in the Wausau area. A series of “post sessions”
provide ongoing healing and support. Presentations are given

by couples who share their personal struggles in marriage and
the tools they used to rediscover their love. Participants reflect
and interact in privacy with their spouse. It is not group therapy.
Costs are affordable and no couple is turned away because of
limited finances. If you are wondering if this program is rig
for you or a loved one, for information or to register call:
1-877-922-HOPE (4673) - All calls are confldenﬁ
Space is limited. Register early!

The next program begins on February 13th-15th.

Mass Intentions

January 5 - 11, 2026

T SN 3

Mon, Jan 5 - 6:00 pm - tMary Lawrence

Tue, Jan 6 -12:05 pm - Parents of Lorry and Ginny Dederich

Thu, Jan 8 - 8:00 am - tJeanette M. Havlovick
Fri, Jan 9 - 8:00 am - tHelen C. Lawrence

Wed, Jan 7 - 8:00 am - tVirginia Sobkowiak Schlax

Sat, Jan 10 - 4:30 pm - tGeorge & tFlorence Koy
Sun, Jan 11 - 8:00 am - St Matthew Parishioners

10:00 am - Living & Deceased Ellenbecker & Stettler Families

Spanish - 12 noon -

Daily Mass Readings
Monday, January 5 - Saint John Neumann, Bishop
1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Ps 2/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday, January 6 - Saint André Bessette, Religious
1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday, January 7 - Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72/Mk 6:45-52

Thursday, January 8

1Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72/Lk 4:14-22

Friday, January 9

1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147/Lk 5:12-16

Saturday, January 10

1.Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149/Jn 3:22-30
Sunday, January 11 - The Baptism of the Lord
s 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17

Liturgical Ministers

Saturday, January 10

Sunday, January 11

Sunday, January 11

4:30 pm 8:00 am 10:00 am
Lectors
Lynn Meyer Justin Loew Kay Washebek
Musicians
Cindy Blair Bill Dohr Barb Britten
Andrea Huebner Annette Southworth Mary Lenard
Ushers and Greeters
John Bocke Al Seubert Chuck Miller
Brian Mleziva Ted Stencil Bob Charlier
Tim Kimball Pat Ruesch Sharon Charlier
Altar Servers

New Year’s Resolution of Saint Gemma Galgani

“During this new year | resolve to begin a new life. | do not know what
will happen to me during this year, but | abandon myself entirely to
You, my God. And my aspirations and all my affections will be for You.
| feel so weak, dear Jesus, but with Your help | hope and resolve to
live a different life, that is, a life closer to You.”

Yonathan Ramirez

Evie Constantine
Max Constantine

Tom Brzezinski

Eddie Vue Mike Bourguignon Eli Lieders
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion

Mary Holm | Bernie Dofr | Paul Siiwicki
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Jeannie
SCRIP: Cheryl Vircks | Josie Ollhoff | Vicki Tiemey




Special Occasions
in January

Birthdays, Baptisms,
Weddings, Anniversaries,
and all “Special Occasions”
are also special to God.

May God Bless You

on Your Special Day
in the month of January and
Every Day that Follows! =
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Happy New Year Wishes!

Latest new cards available in stock are

AP
y AW (10%), Chipotle (9%) and HyVee (3%).

Thank you for your support in 2025!

Hope "Buying More Scrip" has been mentioned in your New Year
Resolutions! Stop at our table before or after weekend Masses for the
listings. “Support the retailers that help support your Parish.”

Next Scrip Sale: January 10th & 11th
In the Angelorum after weekend Masses & Mon-Thurs in the Office.

Holy Name of Jesus Parish Fundr
Supporting NCCS: Holy Name

Greece & Turkey
Pllgnmage Rafﬂe

Gracious Jadies
St Matthew Women’s Group Meeting
j— Saturday, January 10th
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
in McGarty Hall

Featuring: St Matthew Trivia
All women of the parish are welcome.
Bring a salad to share.
RSVP to Kay: (Email) kwash@pcpros.net or 715-697-1680

Next Sunday - “Coffee & Donuts Sundcy”

Join us in McGarty Hall after the 8 & 10 am Masses,
for fellowship, coffee, and delicious donuts!

Mass Intention Dates Available
in January

INTENTI . NS If you would like to have a Mass offered for
someone who is living or deceased, or for a special intention,
call Joy at 715-842-3148. Suggested stipend is $20 per Mass.

“The object of a new year is not that
we should have a new year.
It is that we should have a new soul.”

G. K. Chesterton

HELPING ‘
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THANK YOU to all who supported Helping Hands with the
November church envelope! Your continued support is very much
appreciated, it lets Helping Hands assist with the many needs of the
Kenyan families.

There are two volunteer groups going to Kenya this January/February.
When we return there will be an update in the bulletin of what was
accomplished.

TJ Roovers made an assessment trip to Jamaica after the hurricane.
There is complete devastation in the area that we had done most of our
work over the past 25 years. It is so hard to understand how these
people who really had nothing, now don’t even have that left. It will be
years before the area will have some semblance of normal. Helping
Hands is assessing how we can help the area rebuild. Please keep the
Jamaican families in your prayers.

Your giving hearts are a blessing to Helping Hands.
We wish you a Peace-filled and Blessed Christmas!
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Dental Center
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